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HISTORY 

OF THE COUNTIES, CITIES, 



AND 



BOROUGHS, 

IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 



SUSSEX. 



Sussex is a maritime county of England, 
bounded on the north by Surrey and Kent, on the 
south by the British channel, and on the west by 
Hampshire. Its extreme length from east to west 
is 70 miles, and from north to south about 28, 
containing an area of 1,461 square statute miles, 
equal to 935,040 square acres, having 345,000 ia 
pasturage, and 380,060 arable ; it id divided into 
six rapes, or divisions, in nearly equal parts from 
north to south, viz. Arundel, Bramber, Chi- 
chester, Hastings, Lewes, and Pevensy ; and is 
subdivided into numerous small hundreds, con- 
taining one city, Chichester, 12 boroughs, viz. 
Arundel, Bramber, Horsham, East Grinstead, 
Lewes, Midhurst, Shoreham, and Steyning, and 
four of the Cinque ports, Hastings, Rye, Se^ford, 
and Winchelsea. The other market-towns are 
Brighton, Cuckfield, Hailsham, and Petworth. 

PART 11. VOL. III. B 



COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

The whole county contains 349 parishes, 95,979 
house8,and 159)311 inhabitants, viz. 78,797 niales, 
and 80,514 females, of whom 1996O8 were em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, and 38,993 in 
agriculture. The amount of money raised for the 
maintenance of the poor in 1803, was 906,591/. at 
the rate of 89. 7id. in the pound, and the amount 
of the assessment under the act granting a tax on 
property in 1806, was 1,436,513/. The average 
scale of mortality taken for 10 years, from the re- 
gistered burials, appears to have been as one to 49 
of the existing population. Its principal rivers 
are the Arun, Adur, Ouse, Rother, Rye, and 
Cockmere. It is included in the Home Circuit, 
the province of Canterbury, and diocese of Chi- 
Chester, and sends 98 members to Parliament. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county was formerly joined with Surrey in 
the sheriffship. It has returned knights of the 
shire from the 93d of Edward the First. 

Petitions, &c. Nov. 30, 1695. A petition 
of Robert Orme, esq., complaining of an undue re- 
turn of Sir John Pelham and Sir William Thomas, 
by reason of several unlawful practices done by 
Francis Wyat, esq., high-sheriff of this county. 

No report. 

Nov. 9, 1705. A petition of Sir Henry Peachy 
complaining of an undue return of Sir George 
Parker, by partiality in the sheriff. 

No report. 



SUSSEX. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This county was considered formerly as entirely 
under the influence of aristocracy ; but the con- 
trary to this was evinced in 1774. The indepen- 
dent part of the county, being at that time much 
dissatisfied with the conduct of administration, in 
atteifipting to procure a return for a candidate of 
their own nomination contrary to the wishes of 
the people, exerted themselves in such a manner 
as convinced them that their unanimity and abili- 
ties, when called forth- into action, would, when 
similar encroachments were made upon their 
lights, be equally certain, as well as deserving, of 
similar success. 

They entered into voluntary subscriptions for 
the support of their cause, and proposed Sir Thos. 
Spencer Wilson, bart., in opposition to Sir James 
Peachy, the court candidate. The contest was 
carried on with unabating diligence and vigour on 
both sides, for a continuation of twenty-eight 
datys; when a great majority was declared in fa-> 
vour of Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson, in whose 
person the honest and independent yeomen of the 
county obtained an entire and complete victory over 
the mandates of ministerial despotism. There is, 
however, much aristocratical influence prevailing 
here, arising from the residences and estates of 
the Duke of Richmond, and I)uke of Dorset, the 
Earl of Ashburnham, the Earl of Egremont, and 
the Earl of Chichester. There has been no con- 
tested election for this county since 1774. 

b2 



COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

From that period to 1802, this county was re- 
presented by a younger branch of the family of the 
Duke of Richmond, and by the present Earl of 
Chichester, till he succeeded 40 the peerage. 

In 1802, John Fuller, esq., was returned to 
supply the place of the Earl of Chichester^ but 
encountered a powerful opposition from the late 
Michael Sergison in 1807, when the numbers on 
the poll were nearly equal. Charles Lenox, esq., 
now Duke of Richmond, and Mr. John Fuller, 
were returned, but Mr. Sergison claimed his seat 
in a petition to Parliament, accusing the sheriff of 
gross partiality in admitting a number of bad votes 
for Mr. Fuller, and refusing several freeholders 
who tendered their votes for the petitioner. 

This petition was appointed to be heard at a pe- 
riod too early to admit of an exchange of lists of 
votes objected to on each side as ihe law directs. 
A motion was made in the House of Commons to 
enlarge the time for hearing the petition, in order 
to enable the parties to comply with this necessary 
form, which being negatived, Mr. Sergison was 
under the necessity of abandoning his petition ! 

Mr. Fuller had disclaimed all intention of mak- 
ing any defence against the charges in the above 
petition, and thereby admitted Mr. Sergison's 
claim to the seat for which he contended, but two 
freeholders of Sussex petitioned to be admitted as 
parties to oppose the same, which being granted, 
and the time for exchanging lists of objectionable 
voters not being allowed : Mr. Sergison lost by 
this manosuvre the seat to which he deemed |iim- 



CHICHESTER. 

self intitled, and Mr. Fuller was allowed to retain 
that to which he had disclaimed all right and pre- 
tensions ! 

Upon the present Duke of Richmond succeed- 
ing to that title, the Hon. C. P. Windham was 
leturned in his room, and at the last general elec- 
tion in 181S, Sir Godfrey Webster and Walter 
Burrel, esq., were chosen in the room of the 
Hon. Mr. Windham and Mr. Fuller. 

The noblemen residing in this county are the 
Duke of Norfolk, Lord Lieutenant, Duke of Rich- 
mond, Duke of Dorset, Earl of Ashburnham, 
Earl of Chichester, EarlofEgremont, Lord George 
Cavendish, Lord Viscount Gage, and Lord Selsey. 
The Duke of Richmond and Earl of Egremont 
are considered as nominating the members. 



CHICHESTER. 

Chichkster is a city and county of itself, in 
the hundreds of Box and Stockbridge, rape of Chi- 
chester, Sussex, and 69 miles from London ; it 
contains nine parishes, 831 houses, and 4,744 in- 
habitants ; being 9>091 males, and 2,659 females, 
of whom 681 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, chiefly that of malt and 
needles. The fairs are on St. George's day, Whit- 
Monday, St. James's day, and Michaelmas day. 

■ 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This city returned members to Parliament from 
the 93d of Edward the First. The citizens, SSth 



COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

of Henry the Fourth, were returned by the mayor 
and bailiffs. 

Petitions, &c. May 3, 1660. Double re- 
turn. Mr. Turner reported the opinion of a com- 
mittee, That William Cawley, esq., was returned 
by the proper officer, and ought to sit till the 
merits of the ca^e upon the double return be de- 
termined. 

May 31. Reported, That upon examination of 
the fact the question appeared to be, whether the 
free citizens alone, or the commonalty at large, 
ought to elect ; and that thereupon the com- 
mittee were of opinion, that the commonalty of 
the said borough, together with the free citizens, 
have the right of election ; and that John Farring- 
ton, gent., is accordipgly duly elected, and ought 
to sit; to which the House agreed. 

He also reported from the ^aid committee, that 
the mavorof this city had several ancient prece- 
dents offered unto him, to shew the commonalty's 
right to elect for this city ; and that the recorder 
of the said city offered him his advice therein ; 
nevertheless, the mayor refused to own the prece- 
dents, or barken to the said advice. 

Ordered, ** That the mayor be forthwith com- 
mitted to the custody of the sergeant at arms at- 
tending this House/- 

The mayor was afterwards called to the bar of 
the House, and kneeling there, Mr. Speaker repri- 
manded him for wilful contempt, having refused 
to admit the voices of the commonalty to make 
election ; it appearing that for SI several Parlia- 
ments they, as well es tlie citizens, had votes for 



CHICHESTER. 

electing members to serve in Parliament, and that 
though his offence deserved a more severe punish- 
ment, yet there being a disposition in the House 
to extend mercy, they have contented themselves 
with this restraint ; and therefore he stood com- 
mitted for his contempt to the sergeant at arms. 

Jan. 7» 1673. A petition of Thomas Garraway, 
gent., complaining of an unduereturn of Mr. May, 
the recorder of this city, by Mr. Baker the mayor. 

Feb. 21. Sir Thomas Meres reported the state 
of the evidence on both sides in this matter. 

That Mr. May is well elected : to which the 
House agreed. 

March S4, 1689. A petition of Richard Far- 
Tington, esq., complaining of an undue return of 
Sir Thomas Miller, and Thomas May, esq., by 
bribery, &c. 

A petition of John Braman, gent., to the same 
effect, and by combination of John Cowsley, esq., 
the then mayor. 

Oct. 16, 1690. Mr. Farrington and Mr. Bra- 
man renewed their petitions. 

Oct. 31, 1691. Mr. Braman renewed his pe- 
tition. 

Nov. 4, — . Mr. Farrington also renewed his 
petition. ^ 

No reports. 

Nov. SO, 169^« A petition of John Braman, 
complaining of an undue return of William Elson, 
esq., by bribery and other illegal means. 

No report. 

* Nov. S6, 1708. A petition of several freeholders 
and inhabitants citizens of this city, .in behalf of 
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themselves and others, complaining of an undue 
return of Sir Richard Farrington by bribery and 
menaces, and other illegal practices. 

A petition of Sir Thomas Littleton, bart., to the 
same effect, and complaining of partiality in ma- 
nagement of the poll, and scrutiny by Mr. Va- 
vasor the mayor, Sec. 

No report. 

Dec. 6y 1710. A petition of Thomas Car, and 
John Eison, esqrs., and other freeholders inhabit- 
ants, and honorary freemen of this city, who have 
right of voting for members to represent the said 
city in Parliament was read, shewing that the pe- 
titioners. Car and Elson, being invited to be can- 
didates for the said city in Parliament thereof to the 
mayor, who makes the return, but he, contrary to 
the act of parliament, proceeded to election sooner 
than by law he should have done ; whereby the 
petitioners, and others were, by their remote dis- 
tance, deprived of giving their votes ; and the 
mayor of his own accord, upon polling four or five 
persons only (although there are as many hun- 
dreds who have a right to vote) returned two 
members of his own setting up, in prejudice of 
the petitioners. 

Dec. f I, 171 !• The same petition was again 
read. 

March 13, 1712. Mr. Freeman reported, that 
it was insisted the election was void for w^nt of 
notice. 

The election was on Tuesday the 3d of October, 
. 1710} and the notice on the Friday before. 

R.esolved> <^ That a l^al notice was given of the 
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CHICHESTER. 9 

time of the late election of members to serve in }; 

Parliament for this city/' 

" That Sir Richard Farrington, hart., and Sir y 

John Miller, are duly elected/' S 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Sir Richard Far- I 

rington, and Sir John Miller, harts., complaining 
of an uqdue return of James Brudenell, and Wm. 
Elson^ esqrs., by bribery, threats, &c. 

No report. 

March 26, 171^. A petition of William Elson, 
esq., against Sir Richard Farrington, hart., for 
bribery, &c. 

A petition of James Brudenell, esq., complain- 
ing of an undue return of Thomas Miller, esq., by 
bribery, and other illegal practices, and partiality 
of the mayor. \ 

May l6th. Mr. Elson withdrew his petition. l. 

May 18th. Mr. Brudenell also withdrew his i, 

petition. 

In 17SS, Bryan Edwards, esq., petitioned against Feckweii, 
the election of the Hon. Percy Windham. Thell^i"*^' 
consideration of this petition was fixed for April g^j^^ 
23, but it having been proposed to withdraw theP®^®*"^ 
petition, the consideration was deferred till the 
25th, and a new order was made for taking the pe- 
tition into consideration on the S9th. Leave was 
given on the 26th that the petition should be with- 
drawn, the sitting member having signified his 
consent. 

CORPORATION, 

By charter of King James the Second, consists 
of a mayor, recorder, bailiff, and thirty-eight com- 
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10 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

mon-couocilmen, out of which the mayor is 
chosen, who is ever after reputed an alderman, 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

In the Inhabitant Householders paying scot 
and lot. 

Number of voters — 630. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patrons — Duke of Richmond and Earl of 
Egremont. 

political character. 

This city was many years und^r the dictation 
of the Duke of Richmond, whose political inter* 
ference was submitted to with much reluctance 
by the electors. Upon the death of General Kep- 
pel, in 17B99 an attempt was made to oppose the 
Duke's nomination of the Hon. Percy Windham, 
brother to the Earl of Egremont, but without suc- 
cess. Mr. Bryan Edwards, who was the candidate 
in opposition to Mr. Windham, however, lost bis 
election, by being in a minority of only eight votes. 
At the ensuing general election of 1784, the inde- 
pendent electors triumphed in the choice of Geo. 
White Thomas, esq., and, at the dissolution of 
Parliament in 1790, they became powerful enough 
to carry both the members. Mr. Steele, the re- 
presentative of the Duke of Richmond's interest, 
attempted to divide the phalanx of uninfluenced 
electors, by canvassing upon his owninteresi^ with- 
out the appearance of aristocratical support ; but 
this was found to be too insignificant, even to 
countenance the manoeuvre. The friends of Mr. 
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Thomas* who were become a decisive majority of 
the iDhabitants, for the sake of preserving the 
peace and harmony of the city, and to avoid those 
ruinous expenses which generally attend a contest 
with influence and power, made a voluntary offer 
of admitting the Duke of Richmond to recommend 
one of the members, if he would engage to leave 
the other to their own choice. This offer was ac- 
cepted by his Grace : and Mr. Steele published a 
letter, disclaiming all pretensions to the honour he 
aspired at« upon the foundation of his own merits^ 
and modestly acknowledged his gratitude to those 
x>f a superior source. 

Mr. Thomas continued to represent this city in 
conjunction with a nomineeof the Duke of Rich- 
mond till the general election in 1819, when the 
Earl of Egremont sent Mr. Huskinson here, and 
this nomination was as implicitly obeyed as that 
of the Duke of Richmond. This city is now con- 
sidered as under the patronage of these two noble- 
men. 

LEWES. 

Lewes is a borough and market^town, consist- 
ing of six parishes, in the hundred of Swanborougb, 
rape of Lewes, Sussex, on the right bank of the 
river Ouse, eight miles from Brighton, and 48i 
from London ; containing 684 houses, and 4i4S3 
iahabitants, viz. S,03i males, and 3,391 females, of 
whom lv^94 were represented as employed in va- 
rious trades, and 488 in agriculture. The river is 
navigable for barges, from the harbour of New 
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Haven, which is six miles lower down. The 
inarket is on Saturday. Fairs, 6th May, Whit- 
Tuesday, and 6th October. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough was of the King's demesne, and 
hath returned burgesses to Parliament from the 
25d of Edward the First. 

Petitions, &c. March 99, 1628. Mr. Hacke- 
wyll reported from the Committee of Privileges 
and Elections the case of this borough. No 
mayor or bailiff there, but only constables.— 
Agreed the election to be made by the Inhabitants, 
Two indentures returned: Sir George Goring and 
Sir George Rivers by one ; Sir George Goring and 
I Mr. Stapeley, by another. — 29, That neither Sir 

Geoi^e Rivers nor Mr. Stapeley well elected — 
S17^ contra — ^The conclusion of the committee that 
Mr. Stapeley was well elected. 

April 3. Resolved upon the question, ** That 
the election of Mr. Stapeley for this town is a good 
election. The indenture wherein Sir George Gor- 
ing and Sir George Rivers are returned to be taken 
off the file. 

May 96, 1685. A petition of Sir John Stapeley, 
knight and bart., touching the election for this 
borough. — No report. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Nathaniel Tray- 
ton, esq., complaining of an undue return of Peter 
Gott, esq., by bribery and other illegal practices. 
— No report. 
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Jan. 93, 1735. Nathaniel Garlaodand Thomas 
Sergison, esqrs., petitioned. 

Renewed second sessions. 

March 8, 1736. On a hearing resolved, " That 
the right of election is in the Inhabitants being 
Householders, paying scot and lot, and that the 
fitting members are duly elected." 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

See above. 

Number of voters — 330. 

Returning officers — the Constables. 

POLITICAL .CHARACTER. 

Lewes is an ancient Saxon borough as well as 
Arundel in this county, and having never ac- 
cepted a charter, retains its ancient right of election 
in the householders, and the constables are the re- 
turning officers ; but the introduction of the feudal 
system, transferred the right of appointing them 
firom the inhabitants of each hundred housekeepers 
to the lords of manors, whose establishment com- 
menced with that system. This borough was fofr 
merly under the absolute controul of Hollis Duke 
of Newcastle. This influence his Grace acquired 
from the weight of property which he possessed 
here, and from the distribution of some employ- 
ments under government, of which he was zt that 
time sole manager. In 1768 the late Col. Hay, 
of Glynde Bourne near this town, was recom* 
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tnended by the Duke as one of the candidates for 
its representation ; in consequence of which he 
obtained from the voters, a promise of their suf- 
frages. Immediately after this transaction, the 
Duke thought proper to countermand his former 
recommendation, and accordingly withdrew his 
sanction from Colonel Hay, and gave it to Sir 
Thomas Miller. The people, however, thought 
themselves bound in honour to abide by their pro- 
mises ; and Colonel Hay, conceiving himself ill- 
treated in the business, resolved to stand the poll. 
Upon the day of election, he was firmly supported 
I by his friends, who gave him sixty single votes, 

j and obtained for him so great a majority over his 

f opponent, as to make him finally successful. In 

1780 there was a cross poll, when the Hon. Henry 
Pelham, CohHay,andThos. Kemp,esq.,of thisbo- 
rough, were candidates, «ach of whom stood upon 
his own separate interest. In this contest Mr. Hay 
was unsuccessful ; and Mr. Kemp was returned 
by the interest which had always shewn itself hos- 
tile to that of Lord Pelham. In 1784 Sir Henry 
Blackman, knight, was put in nomination to re- 
present this town, by the famous Mr. Harben, of 
upstart notoriety, who, notwithstanding this pro- 
fession of friendship, on the day of election, de- 
serted and cruelly betrayed him ; upon which Sir 
Henry represented to the people the situation into 
which he had been led by the artifices of this man, 
in so pathetic and convincing a manner, that Mr. 
Harben was obliged instantly to quit the hall, 
amidst the hisses smd murmurs of bis fellow- 
townsmen. 



\ 



LEWES. 15 

Mr. Kemp, when he first oflTered himself a can* 
iidate, agreeably to the principles of the constitu- 
tion, pledged himself to the electors, as the late 
A^lderman Bull did to the city of London, that he 
wou Id accept of neither place, pension^ gratuity, nor 
reward of any kind from any administration, while 
lie should have the honour of representing them 
in Parliament. 

Upon the death of the Duke of Newcastle, this 
borough became subject to the influence of the 
late Lord Pel ham till 1780, when Mr. Kemp was 
first chosen by the independent interest. 

Lord Pelham and his son the present Earl of 
Chichester, continued to nominate one member 
till the general election in 1806, when the borough 
became altogether independent. 

On the death of Thomas Kemp, esq., his son 
Thomas Read Kemp, esq.^ was elected in his 
room. 

There was a contest at the last general election 
in 1819, when the numbers were as follow : 
For Thomas Read Kemp, esq. 313 

George ShiflFner, esq 164 

Scarlet, esq 153 

The parishes of Southover and St. Thomas 
Cliff, which form part of the town, are not within 
the limits of the borough of Lewes, and are conse- 
quently excluded from the right of voting. This 
defect is common to most of the towns in England, 
and the members who are sent from them, local 
and circumacribed as the right of election is every 
where found to be, it is rendered still more so by 
the confined limits of borough districts. Not 
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« 

more than half of the resident housekeepers have 
the right of voting in many boroughs which have 
the name of being represented ; and at Taunton, 
and many others, not more than one third are ad- 
mitted to partake of that constitutional privilege. 



NEW SHOREHAM. 

New Shoreham is a seaport, borough, and 
market town, in the hundred of Fishergate, and 
rape of Bramber, Sussex, six miles from Brighton, 
and 66 from London, on the river Adir; contain- 
ing 148 houses and 799 inhabitants. The town 
has a considerable traffic, and has a custom-house, 
with a collector, comptroller, and inferior officers. 
Along the neighbouring coast, during peace, much 
smuggling is carried on. Shoreham has a consi- 
derable trade in shipbuilding, and is noted for the 
excellence of its oysters. The market is on Satur- 
day ; and a fair 25th July. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This Borough has returned burgesses to Parlia- 
ment from the 23d of Edward I. And, we find 
that, in the second of Henry V., they were elected 
ID the county courts. 

Petitions &c., March 19, 1768. A petition 
of several of the inhabitants of this borough com- 
plaining of undue practices, used by the constable 
of this borough in electing and returning Robert 
Fagg, esq., and John Cheal, gent., to the injury and 
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wrong of the petitioners who did duly elect Sir 
Anthony Dean, knt., and the said Robert Fagg. 

No report. 

Feb. 26, 1700. A petition of David Punnett 
and Henry Guilford on behalf of themselves and 
severalother inhabitants of this borough, coaiplain- 
ing of an undue return of Nathaniel Gould a mere 
stranger in this borough ; who a few days before 
the election came down from London, and ordered 
the public cryer of the said borough to give no* 
tice, with his bell, to all the votesmen, to come . 
to the King's Arms, to receive a guinea each man 
to drink Mr. Gould's health ; by which, and other 
corrupt practices, he hath procured himself to be 
returned, most of the votesmen having received a 
guinea a piece. 

March 14. A petition of Nathaniel Gould, esq., 
pleading inadvertency, and submitting himself to 
the &vor of the House. 

Resolved : " That the said Mr. Gould be dis« 
charged from being a member of this House.^ 

Ordered : ^* That the hearing be discharged.' 

Jan. 3, 170r. A petition of John Ferry, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Nathaniel 
Gould, esq., by bribery and other undue practices. 

No report. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of John Perry, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of John Wicker. 

No report. 

Dec. 7, 1708. Resolved: " That Anthony 
Hammond, esq. being a commissioner of the navy, 
and employed in the out-ports, is thereby inca- 
pable of bemg elected, or of voting as a member of 
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Parliament, and a new writ was ordered the next 
day. Richard Lloyd^ esq., having been returned 
in his place, Nathaniel Gould, esq., petitioned 
against him, but Mr. Lloyd was voted duly 
elected. 

Dec. S> 1710. A petition of Edward Dummer, 
esq., another of Robert Nightingale, esg. 

No report. 

March S6, 171^. A petition of Francis Cham- 
berlain, esq., petition withdrawn. 

In 1770, Thomas Rumbold, esq., petitioned 
against the election of John Purling, esq. This 
was the first contested election that was tried by 
the faraoHs Grenviile Act, and a remarkable scene 
of corruption was brought to light before the com- 
mittee appointed to try it. Hugh Roberts had re- 
turned a candidate with only thirty votes, in pre- 
judice of the petitioner, who had eighty-seven, of 
which he had queried seventy-six, and made his 
return without examining the validity of the votes 
so queried. On the 17th of December, 1770, the 
chairman of the committee reported to the House, 
riiat the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned ; that John Purling, esq., was 
not duly elected, aud ought not to have been re- 
turned; and that the most corrupt practices had 
been used in the said borough of Shoreham. In 
consequence of this report, this iniquitous busi^ 
ness was thoroughly investigated at the bar of the 
Laden, House. *' Jan. 29,1771j report received, stating, 
40 Jwl?^*' that the conduct of the returning officer, in takiiu^ 
p. 929,1*00. the poll, and making the return at the last elec- 
tion, was illegal. Ordered, That the returniog 
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officer attetid this House on Tbursday, Feb. 14/' 
^'* Feb. 8, Returning office called in ; his de«* 
fence read; directed to withdraw. Called in again ; 
and, having said that he was not guilty of the 
charge contained in the said resolutions, the origi- 
nal poll, taken at the electidn, was produced, and 
John Browne examined in support of the charge. 
And then the said Hugh Roberts, the returning 
oAter, was iieard in bis defence. And having 
proposed to produce evidence in support of what 
be bfid acknowledged in his defence, he was again 
diradcd to withdraw.''-^' Feb. 19, called in again., 
and produced several witoeases, who were exa- 
mined in bis defence; desired to withdraw.^' Re-^ 
solved : *' That Hugh Roberts, the late returning 
officer, &c. having &c« hath thereby acted illegally, 
and in breach of the privileges of this House." 
Ordered: ** That the said Hugh Roberts be, for 
this said o0eqce, taken into the custody of the 
sergeant at arms.*' — *' Feb. 13. A petition from 
the returning officer read." — "Feb. 14. Brought 

to the bar, where be, upon his knees, received a 
reprimand from Mr. Speaker, and was ordered to 

be discharged out of cpstody." 

Id consequence of this corruption, Shoreham 
was disfranchised. The returning officer and 
other voters were ordered to be prosecuted by the 
attorney-general; and an act passed this session, 
whereby Roberts and eighty other persons were 
for ever disqualified from voting for members of 
ParJiament, and the right of election for the bo- 
rough of Shoreham extended to all the freeholders 
of forty shillings within the rape of Bramber. 

ct2 
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The right of election was formerly in the inhabit-- 
ants paying scot and lot. 

Nov. 99, Butler, esq,, petitioned. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

1 1 Geo. III., c. 9, s. 6. To be publicly read be« 
fore they proceed to election, is in every freeholder 
of the rape of Bramber, in the county of Sussex, 
possessing a freehold of the clearly value ofAOs. per 
annum, and in the persons who, by the custom and 

usage of the said borough had a right to vote at 
such election (srxty-nine persons in this act par- 
ticularly named freeholders of the said borougbj 
always and only excepted.) 

Number of voters — 1,500. 

Returning officers — the Constables. 

Patross — Duke of Norfolk and Earl of Egre- 

mont. 

political character. 

This borough has rendered itself more conspi- 
cuous than most others, by a remarkable scene of 
corruption, which was brought to light before a 
committee in the House of Commons in the year 
1777. The returning officer had returned a can- 
didate with only 37 votes, in prejudice to another 
who had 87 ; of which he had queried 76, and 
made his return without examining the validity 
of the votes he had so queried. 

It appeared from the defence made by the of- 
ficer, that a majority of freemen of that borough 
had formed themselves into a society, under tbe 
name of the Christian Club ; the apparent ends of 
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which institution were to promote acts of charity 
and benevolence, and to answer such other pur- 
poses as were suitable to the import of its name. 
Under this sanction of piety and religion, and the 
covdr of occasional act of charity, they profened 
that sacred name, by making it a stale for carrying 
on the worst of purposes ; making a traffic of their 
oaths and consciences, and setting their borough 
to sale to the highest bidder ; while the rest of the 
freeoien were deprived of every legal benefit from 
their votes. 

. The members of this society were bound to 
secrecy, and to each other, by oath, writings, 
bonds with large penalties, and all the ties that 
could strengthen their compact; and carried on 
this traffic by means of a select committee, who, 
under pretence of scruples of conscience, never 
appeared or voted at any elections themselves; 
but, having notwithstanding sold the borough, 
and received the stipulated price, they gave di- 
rections to the rest how to vote; and by this 
complicated evasion, the employers and their 
agents, having fully satisfied their conscience, 
shared the money as soon as the election was over, 
without any scruple. 

The returning officer had belonged to this so- 
ciety ; and having taken some digust to his asso- 
ciates, he quitted the party. The majority of legal 
voters which he objected to, was, he said, in part 
owing to his experimental knowledge of their cor- 
ruption, and partly founded upon several impro- 
per acts which had come within his knowledge as 
magistrate upon the late election ; particularly an 
affidavit of a very considerable sum of money 
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which had been distributed among them. Upon 
these grounds, though they had the hardiness to 
take the oath against bribeiy and corruptioii, he 
looked upon them as disqualified ; and having, 
besides, taketi the opinion of i^odsel, which^ it 
seetos, coincided with his owi», tie returned the 
candidate who had the smaller number of votes, 
as they were fi*^ from theise objections. 

Upon these principles, and his not aoting inten- 
tionally wrong, the officer rested his plea of justi* 
fication for the illegality of his conduct. As the 
assumption of such an act of power by a return- 
ing officer, upon whatever principle it was founded^ 
would, however, have been ii precedent of the 
most tlangerous tendency, he was accordingly 
taken into custody ; but, in consideration of the 
circumstances in his favour, and of his bringing 
so infamous a combination to light) he Was dis- 
chatged, after receiving a reprimand up6n bis 
knees, from the Speaker, in the presence of the 
House. 

As this combination was of too flagrant a dature 
to be overlooked, and the select oommittee had not 
power to proceed any further in it^ they reported 
the whole matter to the House, and moved, that 
they would make a further inqniry into it. Though 
this 'met with an opposition from some of those 
who, having no good wishes fi)r the late act fbr 
tegulating the trial of controverted elections, were 
glad of so early an opportunity to point out iu in* 
efficacy, and depreciate it^ merits ; yet the general 
excellency of that law, noiwithstaikliog any of its 
preMnt deficiencies, which every day's experience 
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would gire new opportuoities of supplying, car- 
ried with it such conviction as to be already well 
understood ; and thd motion for an inquiry was 
carried through without a division. 
: Tbe allegations made by the returning officer 
Inving been as fully proved, in the course of this 
inquiry, as the nature of the case would admk, 
and Entirely to the satis&ction of the House, a bill 
was at length brought in to incapacitate 81 free* 
ascSa of Shorebam by name, horn voting at elec- 
tions of members to serve in Parliament, and for 
the preventing bribery and coiruption in that bo- 
lougtt; and at. the same time an address was or- 
dered, Ibr the attorney-general to prosecute the 
five members of the Christian Club who composed 
the oommittqe which transacted the bargain as to 
the sale of the borough at the last election. 

The difforeat transactions, however, consequent 
of this subject, ran through the whole session ; 
and it was not till the last day of it that the bill 
received the reyal assent. The members of the 
club were heard by counsel i^inst it. Many 
doubts also arose as to the mode of punishment. 
It waft j>ioposed to disfranchise the borough ; this, 
however, was thought too dangerous a precedent ; 
others thought that the culprits should be left to 
the punishment of the law; but, though there was 
a clear conviction of their guilt, it was a matter of 
such a nature, as made the establishment of legal 
evidence very difficult ; and if they escaped with* 
out some signal mark of reprobation, it would be 
an encouragement to the most bare&ced corrup- 
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tion, when the whole kingdom saw that it could 
be done with iaipunity. 

The nth Geo. IIL, cap. 55, recites, in the pre- 
amble, that, ^' Whereas a wicked and corrupt so- 
ciety, calling itself the Christian Society, hath, 
for several years, subsisted in the borough of New 
Shoreham, in the county of Sussex, and consistq^ 
of a great majority of persons having a right to 
vote at elections of members to serve in Parliament 
for the said borough ; and whereas it appears that 
the chief end of the institution of the said society 
was for the purpose of selling, from time to time* 
the seat or seats in Parliament for the said bo- 
rough : and whereas John Burnett, Charles Han- 
nington, Thomas Haselgrove, Ralph Moor, Tho» 
mas Parsons, Thomas Snook, junior, Thomas Haii- 
nington, John Hannington, John RobinsoQ, Wil- 
liam Cheesman, George Browne, Joha Parsons, 
John Curl, Frederick Dean, William Dean, Sa* 
muel Tuppen, John Sawyers, Thomas Crowter, 
Thomas Pockney, Joseph Dedman, John Deav, 
John Whiting, William Stevens, John Bawcomb, 
Robert Parker, John Hogsflesh, John Purse, John 
Dean, Thomas Jennings, John Snook, jun., Rich- 
ard Tilstone, William Turner, Walter Sawyers, 
Charles Mitchell, John Jarmand, John Wood, 
Friend Daniel, William Gratwick, Nathaniel Hill- 
man, Thomas Roberts, John Ashman, William 
Cooter, Thomas Frost, Michael Smith, Richard 
Carver, Michael Durrant, Emery Churcher, Wal- 
ter Broad, Richard Stoneham, James Bennett, 
Clement Freemap» William Jupp, Thomas Crow* 
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r, John Barnard, James Mitchell, James Millar, 
berwise Miller, William NewDham, Jeffery Car- 
r, Randall Button, James Carver, John Martin, 
bn Dedman, senior, William Jennings, William 
ards, Thomas Gear, William Rusbridge, Henry 
>binson, and Henry Hannington, were members 
the said society : in order, therefore, to prevent 
ch unlawful practices for the future, and that 
e said borough from henceforth be duly repre- 
ated in Parliament, be it enacted that the said 
rties shall be, and by virtue of this act are, from 
nceforth, incapacitated, and disabled from giving 
y vote at any election for choosing a member or 
smbers to serve in Parliament. It is also enacted, 
lat from henceforth it shall and may be lawful 
and for every freeholder, being above the age of 
leand twenty years, who shall have, within the 
pe of Bramber, in the said county of Sussex, a 
^bold of the clear yearly value of forty shillings, 
give his vote at every election of a burgess or 
tigesses to serve in Parliamentfor the said borough 
New Shoreham. 

** And it is further enacted. That the right of 
action of a member or members to serve in Par- 
ment for the said borough of New Shoreham 
all be, and is hereby declared to be, in such 
beholders as aforesaid, and in the persons who, 
the custom and usage of the said borough, have, 
shall hereafter have, a right to vote, at such 
action; those whose names are mentioned herein, 
id incapacitated and disabled by this act, only 
cepted : and the constable, or other proper of- 
;cr for the time being, to whom the return of 
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9uch writ or precept does belong, is hereby re- 
quired to return the person or persons, to serre 
in Parliacoent for the said borough, who shall hare 
the major number of votes of such ireeholders and 
other persons having a right to vote at such elec* 
tioo, (except such persons as are herein before ex- 
cepted ; any law or usage to the contrary notwitb- 
standing/* 

The right of election being now extended by the 
above act to about twelve hundred freeholders of 
the rape of Bramber, the arts of corruption have 
been defeated, the borough has since been repre- 
sented by independent country gentlemen, and 
every election has been conducted with constitu- 
tional decorum. The practical experiment that 
has been tried here, and at Cricklade and Ayles- 
bury, of the advantages wbrch would attend a par- 
liamentary reform, or even a similar disfranchise-* 
ment of the corrupt and decayed boroughs, is a 
complete refutation of every objection that has 
been urged against that important iqeasure. 



ARUNDEL. 

Arundel is a borough and market-town in the 
rape of Arundel, Sussex, IS miles from Chiches- 
ter, and 57 from London ; containing 934 houses 
and 1,855 inhabitants, of whom 227 were returned 
employed in various trades. The town is so an- 
cient as to be mentioned in the will of King Al- 
fred, and was a borough before the Conquest. It 



•• «_ 



ARUNDEL. 

is iDUch resorted to in summer for dea-bathing, 
and has a good market on Wednesday and Satur- 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough has sent members to Parliament 
tam the time of .Edward I. 

Petitions, &c. March 24, 1683. Mr. Glan* 
ville reported a petition exhibited by 4be inhabit* 
iBts at lai^e, complaining of an undue return of 
Sir George Chaworth. 

Resolved, upon the question, '^ That the mayw, 
burgesses, and inhabitants of Arundel ought to 
hare a voice in the election of burgesses/' 

^^ That Sir George Chaworth is not well elected.'^ 

« That Mr. Mill is duly elected." 

Resolved : *^ That the oayor, now being in town, 
ebaU be commanded to return Mr. Mills ; if he be 
not io town, a wairant to go to him for it.'' 

Resolved: ''That Mr. Alford, Mr. Bowyer, 
and Mr. Lawkner, shall set down the charges." 

Jan. 31, 1693. A petition of John Cooke, esq., 
coipplaining of an undue return of Lord Walden. 

Resolved : '' That the right of election for this 
borough is only in the inhabitants paying Bcot and 
lot/' 

^ Thtt Lord Walden is not duly elected/' 

«' That John Cook is duly elected." 

Febu 4, 1700. A petition of Christopher Knight, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Edmund 
Dummer, esq., by bribery and other indirect prac- 
tice.— -No report. 
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In 1708-9f Edmund Dummer, esq., petitioned 
against the election of Richard, Viscount Shan- 
non. The petition was renewed the second ses- 
sion. Ordered, Dec. IS, 1709, ** That in regard 
there is material difference between the petition 
presented this session and the petition presented 
last session, that the committee be discharged fiom 
proceeding any further on the petition presented 
this session.'* 

In 1798, Thomas, Viscount Gage, was declared 
not duly elected, and John Lumley, esq., took his 
seat. 

In 17S0, a petition being presented to the House 
of Commons by the Hon. Percy Charles Wynd- 
ham, complaining of the undue election and re- 
turn of Sir Patrick Crauford, knt., and Thomas 
Fitzherbert, esq., a committee was appointed on 
the 6th of March, 1781, to try the merits of the 
same; when it appeared in evidence, that a society 
existed in this borough, under the name of the 
Malt-house Club, similar, in its institution and 
practices to the Christian Club at Shoreham ; and 
that the persons who composed this club had ac- 
tually received thirty guineas a man for giving 
their votes at the preceding election. The evidence 
did not extend to the incapacitation of both the 
members. Mr. Fitzherbert was included in the 
allegations of the petition, but not in the decision 
of the committee, who reported to the House on 
the 19th of March, 1781, 

^* That Thomas Fitzherbert, esq., was duly 
elected." 
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^ That Sir Patrick Crauford, knt., was not duly 
elected/* 

*< That the Hon. Percy Charles Wyndham, the 
petitioner, was not duly elected/* 

A new writ was accordingly issued, when Peter 
William Baker, esq., was unanimously chosen to 
supply the vacancy. 

CORPORATION. 

It is governed, under a charter of Queen Eliza- 
beth, by a mayor and 19 burgesses. The mayor 
is annually chosen, and is judge at a court-leet of 
the lord of the manor, held every three weeks. 
He has the authority of a justice of the peace, 
though he seldom executes the office; he appoints 
coUectOTsof the package and stallage, ale^conners, 
asd flesh-tasters ; and no writ can be executed 
within the borough without his pennission. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 39, 1693. Is only in the Inhabitants of 
|he said borough, paying scot and lot. 
Number of voters — about 190. 
RiCTURNiNO OFFICER— the Mayor. 
Patron— the Duke of Norfolk. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough was managed by the late Sir 
George Golebroke, the proprietor of Gatton, in tlie 
days of his affluence ; after which, it appears by 
the evidence given on Mr. Windham's petition, 
its representation was put up to sale. 

In 1784, the Duke of Norfolk, having m^de his 
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ancient and venerable castle near this place his 
country residence, his influence returned one 
member ; and by making considerable purchases, 
and erecting a magnificent inn in the borough, bis 
Grace obuined, in 1806, the absolute control of 
its political rights, and returned both members in 
that year, and at the succeeding elections of ISO? 
and 1812. 



HORSHAM. 

Horsham is a borough, market-town, and pd* 
rish, in the huodred of East Easewrith, rape of 
Bramber, Sussex, 11 J miles from Dorking, and 36 
from London ; containing 566 bouses and 3,304 
inhabitants, vis. 1,626 males, and 1,678 females, of 
whom, 1,973 were returned as employed in various 
trades, &c. It stands on the river Arun. Its 
market on Saturday is well supplied with poultry, 
which is bought up for the supply of the London 
market'; and the last Tuesday in every month it 
has a good cattle market. Its fairs are the Monday 
before Whit-Sunday, 18th July, and Saturday fol- 
lowing, and 1 6th and 97th November. 

R£PRES£KTA1MV£ HISTORY. 

This'borongh has been sumoooaed to send bur- 
gesses to Parliament from the 33rd of Edward I. 
Mr. Bohun writes — ^^ The borough of Horsham is 
*^ held of the I>uke of Norfolk as lord thereof. 
^' The house or land that pays twelve-pence a 
^^ year to the duke is called a wh^le burgess-ship ; 
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ut these tenancies have been split into such 
mall parts, that he who has only so much laufi, 
r part of a bouse, as pays two-pence a year, iM 
ow by custom entitled to vote for members lo 
»rve in Parliam^t. But it is the tenant of the 
eehold, though not resident in the place, or 
ecu pier of the house or land, thai has the right 
> vote." 

Petitions, &c. Feb. ?• 1488. Ordered a 
r writ be issued for electing a buigess for this 
ough in the room o£ Mr. Nicholas Hare, who 
ig sick, desired to be discharged, 
an. 3d, 1701. A petition of H^iry Cowper, 
., complaining of an undue return of John 
cker, esq., by bribery, treats, menaces, and other 
gal practices, and partiality of the bailiffs. 
^Q report. 

Ifov. j9d, 1704. A petition of John Wicker, 
., complaining of an undue return of Henry 
wpd*, esq. 

)ec. 4, 1706. Another petition of said John 
cker to the same effect. — No report. 
lAarch 3, 1713. A petition of Richard Ingram, 
\^ complaining of an undue return of Cbarks 
^rsfield and John Middleton^ esqrs., by bribery 
other undue practices. — No report, 
ifarch 36, 1715. A petition of the Hon. Ar- 
r Ingram, esq., complaining of an undue return 
Charles Eversfield, esq., and Sir Harry Goreing, 
partiality of the bailiffs, and other illegal prac* 
aa. 

i petition of Arthur Ingram, esq., to the same 
ict. 
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June 16. Mr. Hampden reported, *< That it 
was agreed this borough is a borough by prescrip- 
tion, and that only burgage-tenants in fee, or 
for life, have a right of voting-/' but the sitting 
member's counsel insisted that it was essentially 
necessary they should be presented by the ho- 
mage-jury, which was denied by the petitioner's 
counsel. 

The committee resolved, 

** That the right of election of members to serve 
in Parliament for this borough is in all such per- 
sons as have an estate of inheritance, or for life, in 
burgage- ho uses, or burgage-lands, lying within 
the said borough." 

On the poll the numbers were— - 

For Sir Henry Goreing 33 

Mr. £versfield 36 

The Hon. Ar. Ingram 33 

Arthur Ingram S8 

Here a number of witnesses were called as to 
the qualifications of voters, bribery, arresting, and 
other illegal practices, &c. 

Resolved : ^^ That Sir Harry Goreing, bart, 
and Charles Eversfield, esq., are not duly elected." 

^^ That the Hon. Ar. Ingram, esq., and Arthur 
Ingram, esq., are duly elected." 

Resolved : ^^ That John Linfield, attorney at 
law, has been guilty of divers illegal and unjusti- 
fiable practices in relation to the late election of 
members to serve in Parliament for this borough.'' 

Ordered : ^^ That the said John Linfield be, for 
his said offence, committed to the custody of the 
sergeant at arms attending this House." 
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itd William Gordon and James Baillie) esq., ^'^^>^'"* 
certain electors in their interest, petitioned^* 
r90 against the return of Timothy Shelley 
Wilson Bradyl, esqrs. The petition was re- 
d the second session. A committee to try 
3ase met Feb. 16, 1792. The petitions were 
ame in substance, stating, that the election 
[orsbam wlas held June 19) 1790; that Drew 
hell and John Rawlinsoa, the bailiffs, acted 
gross injustice and partiality in favour of the 
ig members : that on a poll being demanded, 
appointed the Duke of Norfolk's steward, 
nas Charles Medwin, and James Robertson, 
teward's clerk, to be the poll-clerks, who re« 
i l^al votes in favour of the petitioners, and 
ved ill^al votes for the sitting members, by 
:h' means they procured a colourable majority. 
final numbers on the poll were — 

T. Shdiey, esq : 35 

W. Bradyl, esq .54 ' 

Lord W. Gordon ........ .90 

J. Baillie, esq 9 

I the 8th of March, 179% the chairman of the 
nittee reported to the House, that the peti- 
rs.were duly elected, and ought to have been 
ned, and that the sitting members were not 
elected, and ought not to have been returned, 
neither the petitions nor the opposition to 
I appeared to be frivolous or vexatious. The 
nittee also came to a resolution, which was 
reported to the House, that Drew Mitchell 
John Rawlinson, the bailiffs and returning 
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officers, were repieheosible for their conduet. The 
oumbien, according to the votes allowed legal kgr 
the committee, were-— 

Lord W. Gordon 15 

J. Baillie, esq 14 

T. Shelley, esq 10 

W. Bradyl, esq 9 

^i^y't There being a double return in 1806, viz. Right 
Hon. James, Viscount Fitzharris and Right HdtL 
Henry, Viscount Palmerston, Love Parry Jonci 
and Francis G. Wilder, esqrs., petitions were =ao» 
cordingly presented. A committee to decide the 
case was chosen Jan. 8, 1807. The petition <ji 
Lord Fitzharris and Lord Palmerston stated, tfatt 
a considerable majority of legal votes had beoi 
given in favour of the petitioners, but that tim 
bailifls, who were the returning officers, having 
admitted a great number of illegal votes for L. P« 
Jones and F. G.' Wilder, esqrs., these gentlemen 
obtained a colourable majority, and the bailiffs 
declared them duly elected; bnt that it being con- 
tended, on the part of the petitioners, that they 
ought to be returned, the said bailiffs, with the 
consent of the counPsel for Messrs. Jones and WiK* 
der, were prevailed upon to make a double return; 
and by one indenture returned Messrs. Jones and 
Wilder as duly elected, and by another indenture 
returned the petitioners as duly elected ; whereas^ 
the petitioners only ought to have been returned 
at duly elected. The petition of L. P. Jones and 
F. G. Wilder, esqrs., contained the same allega- 
tions, and was accompanied by another fix)m cer^ 






tain electors in their interest. The numbers on 
the poll were — 

L, P. Jones^ esq i . .44 

F. G. Wilder, esq 44 

Lord Fitzhtfrris .89 

Lord Palmerstoh S9 

The return of Mr. Jones and Mr. Wilder being 
Hk9nediaieiy annexed to the precept, the case W)as 
tKfitned by their counsel, pursuant to the standing 
Wder of March IS, 1727-8. They objected, oh 
tW ground of occasionality, to 9S out of 99 votes 
¥Mch were polled for Lord Fksharris and Lord 
Pahnerston. On Jan. 80, the chairman of the 
rommittee reported to the House, that Francis Ol 
Jf iWer and Love Piarry Jones, esqrs., were ddly 
4ected, and that Viscoutit Fitzharris and Viscount 
P&loierston were not duly elected. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT 09 SLECTIOK. 

June 16, 1713. Is in all such persons as have 
in estate of inheritance or for life, in burgage houses 
»r burgage lands lying within the said borough. 

NUMRSR OF VOTERS-— 94. 

Rbturning omcERS— the two Bailiffs, ap- 
pointed at the court-leet of the Duke of Norfolk. 
Propbiitor — ^Duke of Norfolk. 

POLITICAL character. 

The right of election in this bofough is exclu- 
ively in the burgage-holders. The number of 

D 2 
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these teoures has been a subject of litigation and 
dispute at almost every election. In 1799» a 
committee of the House of Commons determined 
them to be only twenty-four ; but, in January, 
1 807) another committee came to a contrary de- 
cision. The former of these committees gave the 
right of election to the burgage-holds which be- 
longed to the late Lady Irwin, and the latter com- 
mittee, to those of the Duke of Norfolk. On the 
death of Lady Irwin, her ladyship's interest in 
this borough descended to the Marquis of Hert- 
ford, who married one of her daughters, and the 
litigation for the nomination of the members was 
carried on with equal zeal and expense : and we 
should fee! it necessary to enter more into detail 
on the subject of the various petitions and contra- 
dictory decisions which have taken place, but 
that they dre become uninteresting by the sale 
made by the Marquis of Hertford of the whole of 
his burgage-holds and the Horsham estate, to the 
Duke of Norfolk ; who is now sole proprietor of 
the whole of this borough, and nominates the 
returning officers and members. 



STEYNING. 

Steyning is a borough and market-town in 
the hundred of Steyning, and rape of Bramber, 
Sussex, 15 miles from Lewes, and 51 from Lon- 
don; containing 313 bouses and 1,174 inhabitants. 
The market is on Wednesday^ and there is one 
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on the second Wednesday in every month for 
cattle. Fairs, 9th June, 19th September, and lOtb 
October. The Michaelmas fair is very consider- 
able for Welsh and other cattle, sheep, hogs, and 
leed wheat. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough has returned, burgesses to Parlia-> 
ment, as Mr. Prynne shews in his lists, from the 
6th of Edward I. Dr. Willis writes, it made no 
returns until the 4th of Edward II. ; he seems 
mistaken, because Mr. Prynne has wrote their 
names in the 6th of Edward I. ; but then makes 
an intermission of returns till the 4th of Edward 
II. Mr. Prynne also writes, that it was some- 
times joined with Bramber. 

Petitions, &c. Feb. 13, 1640. Resolved: 

'' That Mr. Thomas Leeds returned one of the 
burgesses for this borough, shall sit as a member 
of the House till the election be determined.'' 

Oct. 95j 1680. A petition of Philip Gell, esq. 

No report. 

March 11, 1700. A petition of Charles Gore- 
ing, esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Robert Fagg, by bribery and other illegal prac- 
tices. 

In 1701, Sir Rowland Gwynne reported firompn^^^.y^ 
the Committee of Privil^;es and Elections, ThatP*^^^* 
the right of election was agreed to be in the inha- 
bitants paying scot and lot, and not receiving 
alms, and that, upon the whole, there was. 
For Sir Robert Fagg (sitting member) .... S3 
Charles Goreing, esq., (petitioner) .. ,30 
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laJouni., There were mutual charges of bribery, and the 
election was declared void. 

Nov. 4, 1709. A petition of Charles Fa^, 
^sq., complaining of an undue return of Charles 
Goreing, esq., by bribery, counterfeit letters, mtd 
other undue practices. 

No report, 

Nov. 9, 1705. A petition of Sir Edward Hun- 
gerfield, knight of the Bath^ complaining of an 
undue return of Mr. William Wallace, by bribery 
and other corrupt practices. 

Dec. 5, 1706. Another petition, same as the 
former. 

No determination. 

Nov. 94, 1708. A petition of William WalUi, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Lord 
Tunbridge, by corruption and other undue prac- 
vices. 

Jan. 99, 1709. Resolved: ''That William 
Henry, Lord Tunbridge, now Earl of Rochford, 
was duly elected.'' 

There was a double return (Richard, Lord Bel- 
lew and Harry Goring, iesq.,) in the place of W. 
H. Viscount Tunbridge, who succeeded his father 
as Earl of Rochford, Jan. 99, 1708-9: when, on 
Peckweii. Feb. 5th. Mr. Goring petitioned, stating, that 
*"*^' * he had been duly elected ; that the constable, 
upon casting up the poll three times, declared 
him to have the majority ; that the Duke of Rich« 
mond demanded a scrutiny, but that the constable 
again declared the petitioner was duly elected, and 
that he should return him ; notwithstanding this, 
he made a double return of the petitioner and 



^i. 
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Lord Bellew. Lord B. petitiooed. The matter is Joam. 
was laid before the House ; and the question ^' ^' ^^' 
ooncemiog the return being first examined, it was 
resolved, that Mr. Goring was duly elected, and 
the consideration of the merits of the election was 
adjourned. 

Lord Beliew withdrew his petition. 

In I7I0, James St. Amyand^ esq., petitioned 
against the return of William Wallis, esq. The 
numbers on the poll were — 

William Wallis, esq 51 

J. St. Amyand, esq 90 

The right 6f election was determined to be in the Foster, y.u. 
consfBbles and householders, paying scot and lot. ^' 
Bribery wm proved on both sides, and the elec-* pf /^' 
tion was declared void. 

Feb. I7f 1710-11* Resolved: '' That no new 
writ do issue this session/' — Next session, Feb. 
1711-19, a new writ was ordered in the toom ofg^"'» 
HTilIiam Wallis, esq. 

William Wjdlis, esq., then petitioned against ^'^•^•»^- 
:he return of Richard, Lord Yiscoubt Bellew. 1*7 Joa'm. 
~Tb6 committee appointed to try this case re-^'*'^' 
(olved : 

March 90, 1719. '* That Richard, Lord Bel- 
tewt was the person elected, and that the return 
ragbt to be amended, by erasing out the word 
Vkcotmt.'^ The House disagreed with the com- 
nittee, as the contest again turned upon bribery, 
lAd the election was again declared void. It was 
Jao ordered, that no new writ should issue during 
iiat session of Parliament 
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March 30, 1715. William Wallis etq., having 
petitioned against the return of Robert Leeves^ 
esq., Mr. Hampden reported to the House, that 
the poll was, 

For Robert Leeves, esq «.*••• 69 

William Wallis, esq 39 

Fraser,f.iL6ut it being proved, that 94 of the sitting mem- 
^' ber^s voters had received bribes, and nooneap- 

pl M5?"' Paring to defend his election, the petitioner was. 
seated in his place. 

Oct. 18, 1732. A petition of William Wallis, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Major- 
general John Pepper and John Gumley, esq., by 
bribery and other indirect practices. 

A petition of Sir Harry Goreing, hart, to tlie 
same effect. 

Another petition of Sir Harry Goreing. 

And a petition of Sir Robert Fagg. 

Another petition of Sir Robert Fagg. 

These were ordered to be referred to the. com** 
mittee, &c. : and afterwards on Jan. Slst, 99nd, 
and 23d, withdrawn. 

In 1724, Thomas Harrison, esq., petitioned 
against the election of John Gumley, esq., but 
omitted to deliver his qualification as required. 

Jan* 27, 1728. Sir Robert Fagg petitioned. 

Nov. 25, 1790. John Curtis, esq., and Sir 
John Honeywood, hart., petitioned against the 
return of James Martin Lloyd, esq., and Henry 
Howard, esq. And on the 7th of March, 1791> 
the chairman of the committee reported to the. 
House, That James Martin Lloyd and Henry 
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Howard, esqre., were not duly elected : and that 
the petitioners were duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned. The return amended accord- 
ingly. Agreeable to the determination of this 
committee, the resolution of 1701 and 1710, re- 
specting the right of election, was altered, it having 
(leen resolved to be in the inhabitants of ancient 
houses, and houses built on the sites of ancient 
houses, within the borough of Steyning, being 
householders, paying scot and lot, and not receiv- 
ing alms. 

Samuel Whitbread, esq., and certain el^tors in 
his behalf, having petitioned against the election 
of J. M. Lloyd, esq., on March 14, 1799« a com- 
mittee met to take them into consideration ; and 
Qn May 7« they determined, that James Martin 
Lloyd, esq., was not duly elected, and that Samuel 
Whitbread, esq., the petitioner; was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned, and that neither 
the petitions,, nor the opposition to them, were 
frivolous or vexatious. 

Feb. 1, 1799, James Martin Lloyd,, esq., and 
others, petitioned against the resolution of March 7, 
1791, which determined the right of election for 
tbia borough to be in the burgage tenures. 

On the 4th of April following, the chairman of 
tbe committee reported that they had resolved, 
** That the determination of March 7j 1791, was - 
not the right of election for the said borough, but 
that, the right of election was in the constable and 
householders, inhabitants within the said borough^ 
paying scot and lot, and not receiving alms. 
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CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

April 4, 179tt. Is in the Constable and House- 
holders, inhabitants within the borough, paying 
scot lot, and not receiving alms. 

Number of voters — 80. 

Returning officer — thcf Constable. 

Proprietor — Duke of Norfolk. 

political character. 

This borough, together with that of Bramber, 
consists of one street, not more than two^thirds as 
laiige as Fetter-lane in London ; but constituting 
iwo boroughsj with a right of sending /our mem" 
bers to Parliament/ / / They formerly elected in 
conjunction, and intermitted till 31 Henry VI. 
One part of Bramber is in the centre of the bo- 
rough of Steyning, and a part of Steyning inter- 
sects Bramber in like manner. Inveloped in the 
dark <;loud of legal quibble and intrigacy, they 
present us, like all the rotten boroughs, with a 
finished picture of political defwmity ; irregular 
in their districts, unintelligible in their constitu- 
tions, indefinite in their righto, corrupt in the ex- 
ercise of their functions, contradictory in their 
respective organizations, and adverse to the an- 
cient established principles of the constitution, 
and the rights of men. 

The right of election has been the subject of 
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litigation in this place for near a century, and has 
but lately received a final decision from a com- 
mittee constituted under the authority of 98 Geo. 
III., to determine the same, upon an appeal from 
a contrary determination the preceding year. 

In 1701, the right was determined to be in the 
inhabitants paying scot and lot, and not receiving 
alms. 

In 1710, to be in the constables and house- 
holders (inhabitants) paying scot and lot. 

On l6th June, 171^9 to be in all such persons 
as have an estate of inheritance or for life, in bur- 
gage-houses or burgage-lands, lying within the 
said borough. 

In 1791f to be in the inhabitants of ancient 
bouses, and houses built on the sites of ancient 
houses, within the borough of Steyning, being 
householders, paying scot and lot, and not receive 
iog aliris. 

In 1799, the select committee appointed to try 
and determine the merits of the petition of James 
Maitin Lloyd, esq., and others. 

Resolved : ^^ That no persons have a right to 
vote at an election for members to serve in Par- 
liament for the boroogh of Steyning in respect of 
any houses within the borough of Bramber, the 
tithing of Bidlington, or the manors of Charlton 
or King's Barnes. 

The said select committee, at the same time, 
also determined, 

** That the right of election of members to serve 
in Parliament for the borough of Steyning, in the 
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county of Sussex, is in the constable and house- 
holders, inhabitants within the said borough, pay- 
ing scot and lot, and not receiving alms. 

The houses built on ancient foundations were 
all the property of the late Sir John Honeywood ; 
the rest belonged to the Duke of Norfolk : and as 
those of a general description are more numerous, 
the resolution of 1793, repealing that of 1791» 
changed the patron, and transferred that influence 
to the Duke of Norfolk, which the former gave 
to Sir John Honeywood. 

The resolution of 1791 ousted Henry Howard, 
esq., the present member for Gloster, who bad a 
majority of the householders paying scot and lot, 
and declared John Curtis, esq., who had only the 
votes of those persons who inhabited houses built 
on ancient foundations, duly elected. 

The resolution of 1793 established the election 
of James Martin Lloyd, esq., who polled the 
identical votes which were deemed ill^;al the 
preceding year ; and the petitioner lost his seat 
by the same pretensions that Mr. Curtis had ob- 
tained one. 

These contradictory resolutions have been pro- 
ductive of the same parliamentary inconsistency 
which distinguished the borough of Saltash, in 
the Parliament of 1785. Mr. Ambler obtained 
his seat for that place by the decision of a com- 
mittee in that year, against the petition of Lord 
Strat haven, and the same Mr. Curtis, who now 
succeeded at Steyning, on the right of the corpo- 
ration to elect the members for Saltash. In 1787, 
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Mr. Lemon, the petitioner, by the determination 
of a second committee, appointed to try the same 
question, succeeded on the votes of the burgage- 
bolders, and ousted the Earl of Mornington, sit- 
ting member, who bad been elected by the corpo- 
ration. 

** Thus two members were sitting in the House 
** of Commons at the same time^ and for the same 
*• borough, upon the right of different descrip- 
" tions pf. electors who had each of them been 
** deemed ineligible in the same Parliament/' 
. This was exactly the case with the representa- 
tives of this borough. The inhabitants of houses 
built on ancient foundations, and the inhabitants 
in general, have each been declared to possess the 
right of election ; and a member, chosen by each 
description of voters, has been seated and ousted 
in tJie sam^ Parliament. 

Since the above decision on the right of election, 
the Duke of Norfolk has effectually prevented all 
further contest, by purchasing the whole of Sir 
John Honeywood's property in Steyning, as he 
di4 that of the Marquis of Hertford, at Horsham, 
anc) thereby became sole proprietor of both bo- 
roughs. 



BRAMBER. 

Bramber, a borough and parish in the hun- 
dred of Steyning, rape of Bramber, Sussex, is half 
a mile from Steyning and i9i from London ; con- 
taining only 33 houses and 91 inhabitants. This 
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place has the remains of an old bridge and a castle; 
but has Beither market nor fair. 

REPRXSENTATIYE HISTORY. 

This borough sent burgesses to Parliament as 
early as the 23d of Edward I. It afterwards in- 
termitted sending, and sometimes sent in conjunc- 
tion with Steyning, before the 7th of Edward IV. 

Petitions, &c. Dec. 16, 1640, Mr. May- 
nard reported from the Committee of Privileges, 
the case of Bramber, in Sussex. 

Resolved, upon the question, *' That the elec- 
tion of Sir Edward Bishop, for one of the bulges*^ 
ses for the borough of Bramber, is void/' 

^^ That the election of Mr. Anslow for one of 
the burgesses for the borough of Bnkmber is void/^ 

^ That Sir Edward Bishop is incapable of any 
election, to be a member of this House for this 
Parliament." 

1661. Double return. 

May 17. Sergeant Charleton reported irom 
the Coiiimittee of Privileges and Elections, < That 
John Byne and Pierce Goreing, esqrs., are re- 
turned by one indenture ; and the said John Byne 
and John Parsons, esqrs., by another. — Opinion of 
the committee, * That Mr. Goreing being returned 
by the proper officer, ought to sit, until the merits 
of the said election be determined. — Never heard. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of William Stringer, 
against the return of Dr. Barbon and Dr. Rat- 
cliff. — No report. 

Dec. 19» 169S. A petition of John Hudson 
and Jerom Beale, complaining of an undue return 



BRAMBER. 4? 

of Sir Henry Foraesep by bribery and other indi- . 
rect means. 

This petition does not appear to have been 
beardi but we apprehend it was for the following 
reason: 

Feb. 13, 1698. The House of ComoKms made 
inquiry in regard to the members taking places 
contrary to the statute of the tenth year of his 
then Majesty's reign ; and ordered Sir Henry 
Furnese, hart., a member for this borough, to at* 
tend in his place the next morning. 

«— 14th. Sir Henry Furnese attending, accord- 
ing to order, was heard in his place and withdrew. 

Resolved, " That Sir Henry Furnese, being a 
member of the House of Coiumons, and having 
since been concerned, and acted, as a collector 
and manager upon the act made in the 9th and 
10th years of his Majesty's reign, for raising a 
sum, not exceeding two millions, upon a fund for 
payment of annuities, after the rate of eight 
pounds per cent per annum ; and for settling the 
trade to the East Indies, contrary to the act made 
in the 5th and 6th of his Majesty's reign, for grant- 
iog several duties upon salt, beer, ate, and other 
liquors, he expelled this House.'' 

Feb. 85, 1?00. A petition of John Asgill, 
esq*, against the return of Thomas Owen, esq. 

Resolved, ^* That it appears to this House, that 
there have been many indirect and corrupt practices, 
in order. to procure an election at the said borough 
af Bramber.^' 

Resolved, '* That it appears to this House, that 
there have been endeavours and tampering with the 
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witjoesses, id relation to the evidence to be giveim 
concerning the corrupting the electors for the said 
borough." 

Resolved, '^ That Mr. Lawton is guilty of ta»- 
pering with the witnesses, and endeavouring to 
suppress the evidence to be given concern iilg the 
corrupting the electors of the said borough/' 

Ordered, *^That Mr. Lawton be, for bin o& 
fence, taken into the custody of the sergeant at 
arms." ; 

Resolved, "That it appears, that Mr. Alexan^^ 
der Cutting hath endeavoured, by bribes, aiMl 
other indirect practices, to corrupt the electors of 
the said borough." 

Ordered, "That Mr. Alexander Cu(?ting bc} 
for the said offence, taken into the custody of the 
sergeant at arms." 

Resolved, " That it appears to this House^ that 
Samuel Shepherd, sen., esq., is guilty of several 
un warrantable and indirect practices, in order to 
obtain an election of a member to serve in Parlia- 
ment for this borough.'' 

Resolved, " That Samuel Shepherd, sen., esq., 
is guilty of sending out of the way a witness, and 
endeavouring to suppress evidence, touching mat* 
ters under examination of this House/' 

March 14th, 1700. Samuel Shepherd chained 
with matters of the same kind at Malmsbury and 
Ilchester, Wotton-Basset, Andover, and Newport, 
in Hants. 

18th. Ordered, "That the said Samuel 

Shepherd, sen., esq., be committed prisoner to bis 
Majesty's Tower of London." 
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March 35. The sergeant at arms acquainted 
the House that Mr. Alexander Gutting, who was 
ordered into custody, in relation to this borough, 
had absconded. 

Resolved, *• An address to the King for a pro- 
cbmation for apprehending him/' 

Resolved, " That it appears to the House, Mr. 
William Clifton hath endeavoured, by bribery and 
other corrupt practices, to procure an election of 
itiembers of Parliament for this borough. 

Ordered, " The said Mr. Clifton be, for his 
offisnce, taken into thecustody of the sergeant at 



arms/' 



Jan. 8, 1701. A petition of John Asgill, esq., 
coinpIaiDiog of au undue return of Thomas Owen, 
esq. — Never heard. 

Nov. 29i 1703. A petition of Thomas Viscount 
Windsor, of the kingdom of Ireland, Complaining 
of an undue return of John Middletoo, esq, 

Jan. 18, 1804. Mr. Bromley reported. That 
the right of election was agreed to be in the per- 
sons inhabiting in ancient houses, or in houses 
built upon ancient foundations, paying scot and 
lot. 

Resolved, '^ That Joba Middleton is not duly 
elected." 

And, " That the late election is a void election/* 

Feb. IS, 1704. A petition of Lord Viscount 
Windsor against the return of Samuel Sambrook, 



31. A petition of Richard Finch, and 
other burgesses, cptnplaining of the undue return 

PART II. VOL. III. £ 
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of Samuel Sambrook, esq., by bribery and other 
indirect practices. 

Resolved, '< That Samuel Sambrook, esq., is 
duly elected." 

Nov. 3, 1705. A petition of William Penn, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Lord 
Windsor and Mr. Asgill. — Dec. 7. Petition with- 
drawn. 

Nov. 10, 1706. Mr. Speaker acquainted the 
House that he had read a letter from John Asgill, 
a member for the borough of Bramber, dated from 
the Fleet prison, complaining that he was detained 
from attending the service of the House by means 
of two judgments executed upon him, and other 
mesne process. Ordered a committee to search 
precedents what has been done for the discharge 
of any member in the like case. Dec. 16, the 
committee made their report, and the House or- 
dered, ^* That John Asgill, esq., detained in the 
prison of the Fleet, ought to have the privilege of 
this House as a member thereof." 

Resolved, " That John Asgill, esq., be delivered 
out of the custody of the warden of the Fleet, to 
attend the service of the House." 

Resolved, ** That John Asgill, esq., be delivered 
from such custody by sending the seigeairt at 
arms attending this House, with the mace, to 
bring him into the service of the House. He was 
accordingly discharged out of custody, and ex- 
pelled the House for his writings, Dec. 18, 1706.'* 

In 1708, Thomas Viscount Windsor and Wm. 
Shippen^ esq., were found duly elected. 

It having been observed that there was a peti- 
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slivered relating to the election of 1710, the 
W9LB read ; but it appearing that there was 
her candidate besides Lord Windsor and 
w Windsor* esq., ordered, Not, SO, 1710, a 
'rit to be issued in the room of Lord Wind* 
ho had made his election for the county of 
louth. 

e 1, \71S. Sir Thomas Stiles, hart., was 
ed not duly elected. In 17S8, John Gumley, 
isq., was found not duly elected. 
1768, Thomas Tboroton and Charles Am- 
sqrs., petitioned against the election of Ed* 
Earl of Winterton, and Chas. Lowndes, esq. 
(lection was tried at the bar, when the com* 
I found the sitting members not duly elected, 
le petitioners duly elected, and ought to have 
tetumed ; to which the House agreed. 

CORPORATION. 

DC. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

the persons inhabiting ancient houses, or in 
» built on ancient foundations, paying scot 
bt. — January 18, March 10, 1709.-— June 1, 

rifBER OF y0TERS«^90. 

TURNING OFFiCER-^the Coustsble. 
opRiETORS — Duke of Rutland and Lord 
lorpe. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER^ 

is borough, which consists only oftwenty- 
niserable thatched cottages, is composed of 

E 3 
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two intersections of a street, the upper and middle 
parts of which constitute the borough of Steynrng; 
The Doke of Norfolk is lord of the manor in both 
places ; tod the constables, who are the returning 
officers in each borough, are chosen at his courts- 
leet ; but the cottages, which are burgage-holds, 
and gire the right of voting to the tenants, are one 
hatfof them the property of the Duke of Rutland, 
and the other of Lord Calthorpe, who, since the 
year 17H6, have each agreed to send one member. 
Bramber, which is an ancient borough by pre- 
scription, is divided into two parts ; the north part 
Joining to Steyning, which is half a mile from 
' the south division, and called Bramber-street* 
From the year I99S to 1473 it was joined with 
Steyning in the writs for electing burgesses to serve 
in Parliament ; since which time they have elected 
as different boroughs. It is governed by a con- 
stable, annually choiseti by a jury of the court-leet. 



MIDHURST. 

MiDHURST is a borough, market*town, and pa- 
rish in the hundred of Westbourne, rape of Chi- 
chester, Sussex, 13 miles from Chrchester, and 61 
from London ; containing 183 houses, and 1,073 
inhabitants, of whom 194 were employed in 
trade, &c. It is pleasantly situated on the banks 
of the river A run. The market is on Thursday. 
Fairs, 6th of April, Whit-Tuesday, and 29th of 
November. 
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REPRBSBNTATIYE HX8T0RT. 

This borough has sent members to Parliameot 
from the 4th of Edward the Second. They were 
elected in the county court in the 2d of Henry the 
Fifth. 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 6, 1640. Upon Mr. 
Maynard's report, it was resolved upon the ques* 
tions, *' That Mr. Thomaa May and Dr. Cha- 
worth, elected for this borough, shall sit till the 
election be avoided." 

Feb 15, Resolved, " That Mr.CawIey and Mr. 
May are well returned.*' 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Henry Peachy, 
itnigbt, complaining of an undue return^ of Sir 
William Morley. — Petition withdrawn. 

In 1708^ Robert Orme, esq., was declared not 
duly elected : his seat was taken by Thomas Me- 
redytb, esq. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A|>etition of ThomasMeredytii, 
'.esq., complaining of an undue return of Robert 
Orme, esq.— -No report. 

J. H. White, esq., petitioned, and the merits of 
the election were tried, when on Feb. 6, 1 804, the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, chairman of the 
committee, reported to the House, that the sitting 
member was duly elected, and that the petition of 
J. H. White, esq., wasfirvoious and vexatious. 

BIGHT OF BLBCTION 

In the Burgage-holders. 

NuMBBB OF VOTERS — 100 nominally, actually 
ooly one. 
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RETURNING OFFICER — the Bailiff, appointee 
by the pro(>rietor. 

Proprietor— Lord CarriDgton. 

POLITICAL character. 

Thifik nominal borough is a companion to Ol 
Sarlim, for though there ia neither house nor in 
habitant at that place, the nomination of membei 
of Parliament is the same in both. 

Midhurst has one hundred and eighty- tw 
houses, but not one solitary voter. The appoint 
ment of members, for it cannot be called the ele< 
tion of them, is, at Old Sarum, vested in the Ea 
of Caiedon, as purchaser of seven small plots < 
ground called burgage-holds, and here the sano 
power of making members of Parliament is vestc 
in Lord Carrington without any land at all. 

The right of voting at Midhurst was in oi 
hundred and twenty freeholds, which having bee 
purchased up, the houses and land constitutir 
these freeholds were again sold upon lease for nir 
hundred and ninety-nine years, retaining the nc 
minal freehold, which fictitious character gives tl 
right of nominating two members for the boroug 
of Midhurst. These freeholds were the proper! 
of Lord Montague, and by him sold to the preset 
Earl of Egremont, who sold them again to Lo] 
Carrington. 

The ceremony of election is performed here t 
one person, Mr. Tyler of Petworth, deputed I 
the proprietor for that purpose, the inhabitants 
the town of Midhurst having no more concern 
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chcosiog the oiembers than as many foreigners, 
though they pay all the taxes and serve all public 
offices. 

We cannot understand how the members for this 
place can be considered as representatives of the 
people, when there is not so much as one solitary 
individual existing within the precincts of the 
place to make a constituent body. If .the voice 
of the nation is only to be heard in the House of 
Commons, how can that possibly happen, unles^ 
it be its real representative ? And whether we 
are governed contrary to our inclinations, or by 
persons to whom we have given no such commis- 
sion, we are equally an enslaved people. The 
above instance is a sufficient conviction of the 
mockery of our representation, and of the want of 
some immediate radical cure for so great an evil. 



EAST GRINSTEAD. 

East Grinstead is a borough, market*town, 
and parish in the hundred of Rustmondon, and 
rape of Pevensey, Sussex, is 19 miles from Croy* 
don, and S8i from London ; containing 381 houses 
and 9,659 inhabitants, of whom 245 were returned 
as being employed in trade and manufacture. Its 
market is held on Thursdays, chiefly for com; 
and its fairs are on the 91st Aprils 13th July, and 
1 1 th December. 

REPRI^SEKTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough has returned members to Parlia- 
ment from the 1st of Edward the Second. 
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Petitions, &c. Feb, 9, 1625. Mr. Speaker 
moved, that Mr. Attorney-general returned for 
this borough and mentioned the order. 19 Jacobi. 

Feb. 10. A new writ ordered for a burgess in 
the room of Sir Robert Heath, his Majesty's At- 
torney -general. 

April 16, 1640. A petition for this borough 
ordered to be heard, 

April 24. Complaint against Mr. Goodwyn's 
election. The election belongs to the free bur- 
gage-holders only. Mr. Goodwyn got an election 
bv the inhabitants. 

Sir Henry Compton, by the judgment of the 
committee, clear and well elected, and well re« 
turned. Mr. White had 13 voices ; Mr. Goodwyn 
bad 14 voices. Objection, a feoffment made by 
Mr. Goodwyu, which did multiply voices. Mr. 
Goodwyn affirmed, the inhabitants, as well as the 
burgage-holders, had right of election. Indenture 
produced to prove this : one, of Queen Mary — Eli- 
zabeth—Edward IV.— Henry VHI. 

Committer of opinion, The right of election 
priginal. 

Committee of opinion, Mr/ Goodwyn well 
elected, and well returned ; and fit member to sit 
in this House ; to which the House agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of several of the 
inhabitants of this borough, complaining of an 
Undue return of two persons made by the bailiff of 
this borough, not elected by the inhabitants, and 
refusing to return Henry Powle, esq., whom the 
petitioners did duly elect. 

A petition of William Scroggs, complaining of 
an undue return of Edward Sackville, esq. 
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April 7, ^579. After much debate, the com- 
mittee resolved, *' That this borough is an ancient 
borough by prescription." 

Resolved, ^' That the inhabitants, as well as the 
burgage*bolders of this borough^ have right to vote 
in elections of members to serve in Parliament for 
the said borough/' And upon debate and consi- 
deration that Mr. Scroggs had not petitioned 
against Mr. Pelham, 

Resolved, " That Mr. Scroggs' counsel and wit- 
nesses shjall not be called in to be heard against 
Mr. Pelham/' 

Resolved, *^ That Edward Sackville was not 
duly elected." 

Resolved, " That Henry Powle, esq., is duly 
eJecUd/' 

Nov. 8, 1630. A petition of the burgesses. — 
No report. 

May SS, l6Si. A petition of John Conyers, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Simon 
Smith and Thomas Jones, esqrs. 

Jan« 9S, 1688. Another petition of same. 
March 27, 1689. Colonel Birch reported, that 
the question was, whether burgage-holders alone, 
or the inhabitants, as well as the burgage-holders, 
had * the right of election ? 

Upon the whole the committee resolved, 
*^ That it is the opinion of the committee, that 
-ib^ burgage-holders alone within this borough 
have not the right of election of members to serve 
in Parliament for this borough." 

Resolved, ^^ That the Inhabitants, as well as the 
Burgage- holders of this borough, have right to 
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vote in elections of members to serve in Parlisment 
for this borough/' 

Resolved, '' That Sir Thomas Dyke, bart., is 
not duly elected." 

Resolved, *' That John Conyers, esq.« is duly 
elected," 

These resolutions were, upon the second read- 
ing, every one of them disagreed to by the House. 

Nov. S5, 169^. A petition of the Right Hon. 
Lionel, Earl of Orrery, &c., against the return of 
Sir Thomas Dyke and John Conyers, esq. 

A petition of Spencer Compton, esq., to the 
same effect. 

A petition of many of the burgesses and inha* 
bitants to a similar effect. 

Jan. 9. Mr. Solicitor-general reported, the 
committee had examined the merits of the elec- 
tion ; that the petitioners insisted the right of 
election to be in the inhabitants and burgage- 
holders paying scot and lot, of whom the Earl of 
Orrery and Mr. Compton bad the majority ; and 
also, if in the burgage-holders only, they were 
elected by the majority. 

Upon the ^hole the committee resolved, <* That 
the right of election of burgesses to serve in Par- 
liament for the said borough, is not in the bui^ge- 
bolders and inhabitants of the said borough.'* 

Resolved, *^ That the right of election of bur- 
gesses to serve in Parliament for the said borough 
is in the Burgage-holders only.'* 

Resolved, '' That Sir Thomas Dyke, bart., and 
John Conyers, esq., are duly elected." 
Nov. 34, 1708. A petition of John Conyers, 
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3sq., complaining of an undue return of Henry 
Canopion, esq., by threats, and other undue prac- 
tices. — Petition withdrawn. 

Nov. 99f 1809. John Frost, esq., petitioned 
igainst the return of Sir Henry Strachey, hart., and 
Daniel Giles, esq. Dec. 1,1809. Several electors 
also petitioned. A committee to try this case was 
appointed March 17, 1803. Mr. Frost in his pe- 
tition alleged, 1. That the right of election of East 
Grinstead is in the inhabitants paying scot and 
lot, as well as in the freeholders of the borough. 
9. That a majority of legal voters polled for the 
petitioner. 3. That the returning officer admitted 
several illegal, split, and occasional votes in favour 
of the sitting members, and rejected many legal 
votes tendered for the petitioner. 4. That the 
silting members had procured their return by many 
undue, illegal, and unwarrantable practices. The 
other petition contained nearly similar allegations. 
At the request of the petitioner, by the consent of 
the sitting members, and with the leave of the 
House, the committee adjourned from the 96th to 
the 3l8t of March, on account of the illness of a 
-witness called on the part of the petitioners. The 
sitting members were afterwards found duly 
elected, and the petition was declared frivolous 
and vexatious. 

CORPORATION 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

Is in the Burgage- holders only, and not in the 
Burgage-holders and Inhabitants. — Feb. 9t 1695. 
It had been previously resolved, (April 7i 
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1679,) That East Grinstead being an ancient* 
borough by prescription, the inhabitants, as well 
as the burgage-holders of the said borough, have 
a right to vote. On March 37, 1689) the com* 
mittee came to the same resolution, but upon 
the question. That the House doth agree with the 
committee in the said resolution, it passed in the 
negative, nem. con. 

Number of voters — 36. 

Returnii>¥6 OFFICER — the Bailiff appointed at 
.the annual court of the Duchess of Dorset. 

Proprietor — Duchess of Dorset. 

POLITICAL character. 

This is another burgage^tenure borough, where 
the right of nominating the members is in thirty- 
six burgage-holds, twenty-nine of which are the 
property of the Duchess of Dorset, and the re-« 
maining seven belong to individuals. 

At the trial of the petition of John Frost, esq., 
in 1803, it appeared that none of the grantees 
holding these tenures for the Duchess were allowed 
to have possession of their deeds except Mr. Gil- 
bert, and Mr. Hoper of Lewes ; the former the 
steward, and the latter the deputy steward of the 
estate. The deeds were brought in a bag to the 
place of election by the agent of the Duchess of 
Dorset, and carried back by him in the same 
manner. But at the election the title of the voter 
was admitted as it stood on the court roll by the 
returning officer, who was appointed at the court- 
leet of the Duchess. 

These votes were objected to on the ground of 
occasionality and fraudulent conveyances, but the 
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committee determined the sitting members duly 
elected. 

The representation of this borough is merely no- 
minal, like Mid hurst and all the other boroughs 
of this description. 

It appears that out of twenty members sent to 
Parliament from the county of Sussex, twelve are 
sent by immediate nomination, six by influence of 
peers, and only two by free election. 



WARWICKSHIRE. 

Warwickshire is an inland county of Eng- 
land, bounded on the north-east by Leicestershire, 
3n the east by Northampton, on the south-east by 
Dxford ; on the south-west by Gloucester ; on 
the west by Worcestershire ; and on the north- 
west by Staffordshire, being in length about 60 
miles, and in breadth 3^. It contains 984 square 
statute miles, equal to 639,760 square acres, of 
nrhich about 154,530 acres are in a constant course 
)f tillage; having 190,000 acres arable, and 
K)0,000 pasturage. It is divided into four bun- 
Ireds, viz. Barlichway, Hemlingford, Kineton, and 
Knightlow, besides the liberties of Coventry : 
tKAtaining one city, Coventry ; one borough, War- 
wick ; and eleven other market- towns, viz. Ather- 
itone, Alcester, Birmingham, Coleshill, Henley, 
lineton, Nutieaton, Rugby, Southam, Stratford- 
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on- Avon, and Sutton Coldfield ; and 139 pa- 
rishes, containing 40,847 houses, and S0S,190 in- 
habitants, viz. 999949 males, and 108,948 females ; 
of whom 91»99S were returned a9 being employed 
in trade, handicraft, and manufacture, and 34,7^6 
in agriculture. The amount of money raised for 
the maintenance of the poor, in 1803, was 155,30^/. 
being at the rate of 45. Sd. in the pound ; amount 
of assessment under the property-tax, 1805, 
1,901,390/. and the average scale of mortality for 
ten years, appears to have been as one to 48 1 of 
the existing population. Warwickshire is included 
in the midland circuit, the province of Canter- 
bury, and diocese of Litchfield and Coventry, and 
sends six members to Parliament. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county has been represented in Parlia- 
ment from the S2d of Edward the First. 

Petitions, &c. March 20, 1627. Ordered, 
Tb^t the sheriff of this county be forthwith sent 
for by the sergeant at arms attending this House, 
by warrant directed to him under the Speaker*s 
hand, for not returning the knights of the shire, 
who have long since been elected. 

Nov« 9) 164Q. An humble petition of the free- 
holders of this county, complaining of a misde- 
meanor of Mr. George Warner, the high-sheriff of 
the county, by refusing to go on with the poll 
when it was desired, at the election of the knights 
of the shire. 

Resolved, '' That Mr. Warren, for his offence, 
be committed to the Tower during the pleasure of 
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this House, and be fined 100/. to the King, and 
make a submission here, such as the House shall 
appoint, and shall make the like at the next ge* 
neral assizes in this county." 

Upon the question of making void the election 
/or the knights of this counfty> it was resolved, 

*^ That the elections of Mr. Coomes and Lord 
Compton as knrghts of the shire are void.*' 

March 2S, 1689. A petition of Edmund Clark 
and others, on behalf of themselves and the major 
part of the freeholders of this county, complaining 
of undue practices and illegal proceedings in the 
high-sheriff and under-sheriff at the election, by 
refusing to take the petitioners' polls for John 
Stratford, esq. — No report. 

April 3, 1690. A petition of the freeholders of 
this county, complaining of an undue return of 
Andrevf Archer and William Bromley, esq., by the 
jbigh-sheriff : and stating that Sir John Burgoyn 
and Sir Richard Newdigate were duly chosen; 
but the high-sheriff, to frustrate such election, suf- 
fered divers abuses and irregularities to be commit- 
ted, not only in beating and wounding several that 
came ta vote for Sir John Burgoyn and Sir Richard 
Newdigate, but serving them so likewise, even to 
the ha2ard of Sir Richard's life."— No report. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This county, from the opulence and extent of its 
manufactories, is independent in a great degree of 
aristocratic control ; but it has been the last in 
the kingdom to emancipate itself from high church 
bigotry, and that spirit of persecution, which, in 
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proportion to the increase of learning and science, 
is now becoming exploded in every part of Eu-> 
rope. 

The disgraceful riots in this county, in 1791 « 
IS a humiliating proof to the people of this 
county, that they do not take the lead in the ex-* 
tinction of prejudice, or in the advancement of 
literature^ the inseparable companions of each 
other's progress. 

The town of Birmingham, from its extent and 
population, has sufficient weight to return one of 
the county representatives, which the people of 
that place never fail to avail themselves of, not- 
withstanding the indifference that is affected to be 
shewn by some leading individuals to the advan- 
tages they would derive from a perfect represen- 
tation. 

No place in this kingdom suffered more from the 
operation of the orders in council than the towns 
of Liverpool and Birmingham, or were more una- 
nimous in their exertions to obtain their repeal ; 
but at the ensuing general election in ISIS, we 
saw the former town elect the very man who had 
caused their enactment, and the freeholders of 
Warwickshire, connected with Birmingham, sup- 
ported the re-election of the member who voted 
against their petitions. This appears to be a gross 
inconsistency of conduct in both places, but when 
it is considered how little interest the persons who 
possess the exclusive right of voting in these towns 
have in the concerns of the inhabitants at large, 
we find the cause in the defective state of the re« 
presratation. The fiaemen of Liverpool who 
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resides in Londob, or the Warwickshire freehold€ir 
who resides not in Birmingham, cannot feel for 
the perishing <!ommerce of one, nor for the ruined 
manufacture of the other. The inhabitant-house- 
iblder is the person who suffers : it is the inha- 
>itant«householders who form the town ; it is the 
combination of them Who form the state. It is they 
nrho pay the taxes, and serve all the public offices 
in the country ; and it is the householders at large 
>f the united kingdom who, according to our an- 
trient constitution, are entitled to be represented 
in Parliament. These divided into equal districts, 
smd polled in their respective hundreds, might, a^ 
they do in America, elect their members in one 
iay, without riot, expense, or confusion. The 
most wealthy could not corrupt such a body. 
There would be no petitions against undue re-^ 
turns, or trials to ascertain the absurdity of local 
privileges. The inherent right of all would be 
exercised by all, and the House of. Commons 
i^ould then represent, as they ought to do, the 
whole Commons of the United Kingdom. 



WARWICK. 

Wakwick, the county town of Warwickshire, 
is in the hundred of Knightlow, on the banks of 
the Avon, near the center of the county, seven 
miles from Stratford, eight from Coventry, and 9 1 
From London ; containing 1,010 houses and 5,593 
inhabitants, viz. 9,619 males, and 2,973 females, 
3f whom 868 were returned employed in trade. 

PART II. VOL. III. F 
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The cellars are all cut out <tf tbe solid rock, on 
which this town staiids» and io many of them are 
stone reservoirs for holding the water, which is 
conveyed by pipes from a conduit half a mile dis- 
tant. The market on Saturday. Fairs, 1st Sa^ 
turday in Lent, 1st Monday before 6th April, 19tb 
May, 5th July, Sd Monday in August, 4th Sep* 
temher, ISth October 8th November, and the 
Monday before St. Thomai'-day. 

BSPRE^ENTAXIVE HISTORY. 

This was a borough at the time of the General 
Survey ; and returned burgesses to Parliament in 
the S3d of King Edward I. It was since made a 
mayor-town by Queen Mary. The burgesses 
were chosen by deputation in the county court, 
in the 7th and 17th of Edward IV. 

Petitions, &c. Juue 91, 1695. Sir Thomas 
Puckering delivered a petition from this borough. 

May SI, 1698. Mr. Hackewill reported fronv 
the Committee of Privities, &c., the case for this 
borough. Question, Whether the election to be 
made by the mayor and common-council, or by 
the commons in general. 

Upon question, ^^ The right of election for thi» 
town beloDgeth to the commonalty.' ' 

^ That Sir Robert Grevyll and Mr. Francis Lucy 
are unduly elected/'^ 

" That a new writ do issue.'' 

Feb. 16, 1640. Resolved) upon the question, 
^ That Godfrey BoseyilU esq.* shall sit as a mem* 
ber of this Uouse for this, town tiU:his election be 
briber questioned and determined ; and that alt 
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iadenturett write, afad certificates, be taken off the 
fltep except that indenture returned by the bailiff^ 
to the sheriff." 

March S4s 1689^ A petition of Richard Booth 
snd James Booth, esqrs., complaining of an undue 
return of the Hon. William Lord Digby and Vf\U 
bam Colemoret esq.-^No report. 

Dec. 31, 1710. A petition of the Hon. AI^ 
gernon Greville, esq., complaining of an undue 
return of the Hon^ Charles Leigh, esq., by bribery^ 
treating, and other indirect practices. 

A petition of several of the principal burgesses 
to die same effect.-~No reports 

March 30, 1713. A petition of Joseph Moxon, 
esq., compkining of an undue return of Dodington 
GreTiHe and Wm. Colemore, esqrs. — No report. 

In 179I9 Henry Delves, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir William Keyte, who was voted 
duly elected. 

Jan. S3, 1799. Resolted, '« That the right of 
election is in such persons only as pay to church 
and poor rates in the said borough. 

In 173 j. Sir William Keyte and William Brom- 
ley, jun., esq., were declared not duly elected, and 
their seats were filled by Thomas Archer and 
Henry Archer, eaqrs. 

In 1792, Robert Knight, of Barrells, in the 
county of Warwick, esq., and several of the elec- 
tors, petitioned against the election of the Hon. 
George YilUers. The petition was renewed the 
third session. On Feb. 18, 1799, the chairman of 
the committee that tried this contested election 
reported to the House, that the sitting member 

F 2 
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was ckify elected; and after hearing counsel for 
several of theclectorsvand for the sitting members, 
each party of whom had given in a statement of 
what was deemed the right of election, the com- 
mittee determined, that, pursuant to the last de« 
termination of the House of Commons^ (May 31, 
162s,) the right of election to serve in Parliament 
for the borough of Warwick is in such persons 
only as pay to church and poor of the said bo- 
rough, whether inhabitants or not, 

COBPORATIOK. 

This is a very ancient corporation, being made a 
mayor-town by Queen Mary, in the year 15^4, and 
re- incorporated by King Charles II., under whose 
charter it is at present governed by a mayor, ^ re-> 
corder, 13 aldermen or brethren, and 24 burgesses 
or common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION* 

May 3, 1638. Is in the commonalty of the said 
town. 

Jan. 31, 179S, Is in such persons only as pay 
to church and poor in the said borough. 

Number of voters-— 500. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron -^Earl of Warwick, one member. 

« ■ 

political character. 

The right of election of this town, according to 
the first resolution of the Uoiise.of Commons, in 
1638, was in the commonalty, which in the cases 
of Colchester, Boston, Bridport, and this place, 
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iias been explained to be housekeepers paying 
8CQt and lot ; 4bough, in the case of Pool, the same 
^ord was defined to be the sdect burgesses only. 
There have been frequent struggles here for supe« 
riority between the Earl of Warwick, of Warwick- 
castle, adjoining to this town, and the independent 
party. In 1780 and 1784, the Hon. C. F, Gre- 
yille and Robert Ladbroke, esq., were returned to 
represent this town in Parliament, in opposition 
to his lordship's interest. At the general election, 
however, in 1790, those gentlemen conceived that 
the Earl of Warwick's influence had increased to 
a great degree; in consequence of which they 
were induced todecline an opposition to it, which 
would have been attended with the certainty of 
much expense, and the uncertainty of being finally 
successful. From that period to the general elec- . 
cion in 1809, his lordship nominated both mem- 
ben, but Charles Mills, esq., was returned by the 
independent party in that year, and has continued 
to represent it ever since. 



COVENTRY. 

Coventry is a city of Warwickshire, 16 miles 
from Birmingham, and 9S from London ; containing 
three parishes, 3,930 houses, and 16,034 inhabit- 
ants, being 7,673 maleaand 8,363 females, of whom 
7,003 were returned as being employed in various 
trades and manufactures. This city has now little 
trade except ribbon-weaving, which is performed 
by engines, worked by women arid girls. Its 
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market is on Fridayi ; an4 its fairs on the Sd ol 
May, Friday in Trinity week, and November 1^ 
The first and last continue three days each^ and 
$ht second eight days, called the Show Fair. 

REPABSENTATITE HISTOBT. 

This city was incorporated by King Edward III^ 
find their liberties were greatly increased by Richard 
I L, in the year 1404. The Parliament called th« 
f^arliamcnium in ifoctorum was held here ; King 
Henry VL made it a county of itself, and ap« 
pointed the bailiffs to be sheriffs of the said county 
for ever. It has retqrned representatives to Par<» 
liament from the 96th during the whole reign of 
King Edward L, as appears by the list in Dr. Tho- 
mas's edition of Dugdale's History of Warwick* 
shire; but intermitted (e^^cept 8th Edward II., 
and 30th and 27th Edward III.) until Slst Henry 
VI., from which time i( has generally returned as 
other boroughs. 

Petitions, &c. March 94, 1697. A petition 
from Coventry upon a double return, one sheriflT 
returning two gentlemen of the county elected by 
the major part, and the other sheriff returning two 
citizens resident in the city, the two gentlemen 
not resident nor flree of the city. 

April 9* Mr. Hackewill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Privileges the case of Coventry. Two 
indentures returned ; by one, Mr^ Isaac Walden, 
and by the other, Mr. Green and Mr. Puresey, gen- 
tlemen of worth, but no inhabitants nor freemen. 

All freemen electors, and no other. Upon warn* 
ing, about 600 appeared. 
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Reiolved : '^ Mtr. Grden and Mr. Puresey well 

March 90» 1678. A petition of Robert Fielding, 
e«q., complaining of unjust and unwarrantable 
pMctices used by the sherifia of thia county and 
city, in returning Major Beake and Richard Hop- 
jLina, esq.^-^No report. 

March 34, 1689. A petition of Thomas Gery, 
M^., complaitiiiig of an undue return of Richard 
Hopkins and John Stratford, esqrs., by partiality 
m tlie sherifis, &c. — No report. 

Dec. 13, 1698. A petition of Thomas Hop<- 
kills, esq., ooibplatning of an undue return of Sir 
ClHrftlopher Hales. 

Ap^titJon of Thonbas Grery, esq., complaining of 
an undue return, by partiality of the sheriffs, &c. 
***N6 rdpdi%. 

Jan. 5, 17OU A pMitioil of Sir Christopher 
Halei, bait., e6a^plaining of a double return. 

7. A petition of several of the freemen of 

the city of C6vehtiy on behalf of the major part of 
the freemen of the said city. 

A petition of Henty Neale, esq., complaining of 
a double return, &c. 
^-^ 13. A petition of several of the freemen, &c. 
F«b. 94. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the 
mittelr upon the several petitions as follows : 
That on the poll there were— 

For Sir Christopher Hales . . . .777 

Mr. Hopkins 771 

Mr.Neale 754 

MnGery 6IA 
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That the counsel for Sjr Christopher Hales in- 
sisted that the right of election was in the freemeu 
pot r^ivipg alms or charity. 

The counsel for Mr. Neale insisted the right of 
f^lectipn was in all the freemen, whether they re« 
received alms or no. 

And the committee having beard what was alj 
Jeged on both sid^, i^esolved : 

^f That the freemen of Coventry receiving alms 
pr charity have iio rigbt to vote at the election of 
citizens to serve in Parliament for the said city of 
Coventry/* 

*^ That it was agreed op both sides, that no 
person could be a freeman, but by serving aa ap-r 
prenticeship seven years, within the said city of 
Coventry, to one of the same trade/' 

Hereupon many witnesses were heard as to dis«» 
qualiBcations, bribery, threats, rioting, &c.^ &;c. 

Report — The hearing of this cause having taken 
pp seven nights, the committee resolved : 

*^ Tlmt Sir Cbristpphar Hajes, bart., is duly 
elected/* 

Resolved, ^^ That Mr, Abraham Owen and Mr. 
John Collins, the sheriffs of the said city, are 
guilty of a false and <louble return, and of divers 
indirect practices in the late election for this city/* 

Ordered : *' That they be ta)cen into the cus-p 
tody of the sergeant at arms.** 

Resolved : ^^ That Mr. £dward Owen, under* 
sheriff", is guilty of illegal and partial proceedings: 
and ordered that hQ be tajc.ep into custody in like 



manner.** 



Nov. 13, 170,5^ A p^titiop of several freemen 



•*♦ 
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>f tbis city, complaining of an undue return of 
ViT Christoper Hales and Thomas Gery, esqrs. 

Dec. 4, 1706. Another petition of several firee- 
nen of this city, complaining of great riots, &c. 

After much debate, and many iritnesses beard, 
;he conimittee resolved, " That Sir Christopher 
tjales and Thomas Gery, esq,, are not duly 
sleeted/' 

*' That the late election is void/* 

Resolved : *' That it appears to the House, that 
there has been a notorious riot and tumult, and 
)tber illegal practices^ at the election of citizens 
to serve in this present Parliament for this city, in 
DOntempt of the civil authority, and violation of 
the freedom of elections/' 

AprU 93, 1707. A petition of several freenafBo 
of this city, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Orlando Bridgman and Mr. Hopkins. 

March 1, 1709. Robert Craven, esq., having 
petitioned against the election of Sir Orlando 
Bridgman and Edward Hopkins, esq., the sitting 
members were declared duly elected. 

In 1710, several freemen petitioned. Resolved: 
** That the membersof the company of fullers, and 
such, freemen as do not receive alms or weekly 
charity, and have served seven years' apprentice- 
ship within the city or suburbs, have a right to 
vote/' 

, March 5, 1713. A petition of several freemen 
of this city, in behalf of themselves and many 
hundreds, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Christopher Hales and Sir Fulvvar Skipwith, by 



i 



. '. 7"J.- '-.Tl'SS, AST) &:'ROVOHS. 

;■:..•:::: Trt'-.r-a bv izi s^id candidates 
■ ir?: i. iz: :y zr-i-ii now, kc. 



-iir:: :■ ;~:; a i-ei.i.tiofSir Christopher 
.-,i.-' 1,:: ?.• ?. *i.- 5t:pw:;':. bsrt., gainst the 
-^ ;- :- *.• r:;r=Ls Sixweii and Sir Adolphus 
: i^.-:.: _\: ^eccj^. 

•::>:r;- :"i5. F:.'war Craven, esq., and 
? ■ -• : vi.- 5i :» ::, rirt.. periiioned against the 
- f- :■! :<■'* 7 Aic.rissOuchion. bart., and Joha 

y-L?. =*- 

■ : 1 r-i.-r-r- Res-rireJ Nov. 30, "Tbatitip- 
:*XT :; :i^ H:--«e. that there were notorious and 
:>:mc?*:4 r-:>:5. tumults, aod seditions, at the 
I'i i T-::-:- :i z:'..zez5 to serre in Parliameot for 
:3e ::t :•* CrTeetry, in denance of the civil au- 
r^-.-'-rr. iZ'Z -a Tloliilon of the freedom of elec- 
- ."5. 'ni.MC f>jr tiie mends and t^ots of the pe- 
: :.c-::tfrs. -^bo vere the autbors, contrivers, and 
; m* IOC tui riots, tumults, and sedi- 



ReaolTcd : *' That it appears to this House that 
C&tffa Bug?* WM ooe of the principal contrivers 
ud protDotos of the riots, tumults, and seditions, 
ai the late election of citizens to serve in P^'tJ*^ 
oeoi for the citr of Coventry.*' 

Tfcen followed an order for ukinj him J 
nntody of the sergeant at arms, an 
lutions and orders rsliiting to i 
bv name. 

'Resolved, "Tlrtl the J 
election." 




COVENTRY. 75 

A new writ was ordered the next day, ami Sir 
idolphu6 Oughton and John Neale, esq., were 
gain returned, and Fulwar Craven, esq., and Sir 
tulwar Skipwith again petitioned, 

The petition was renewed the second session, 
nd afterwards witbdravirn. 

In 17S79 Lord Euston and Fulwar Craren, esq., 
everally petitioned against the election of John 
feale, esq. The latter withdrew his petition; 
tnd when that of Lofd Euston was taken intocon- 
ideration^ it was resolved, March 29, •* That it 
ippears to the House that there was a great riot 
ind tumolt at the said election, and that the elec- 
ioD is void/* A new writ was ordered in the 
tx>in of John Neale, esq., and John Bird, esq., 
rho was made a commissioner of the Stamp-office; 
jpon which John Neale, esq., and Lord Euston 
srere elected without opp^sitiom 

A singular case occurred at the election for this 
rity in 1780. Mr. Roe Yeo and Mr. Holroyd 
vere candidates in the interest of administration ; 
md Sir Thomas Halifax and Thomas Rogers, esq., 
were supported by the corporation of Coventry, 
n oppositjoa to those gentlemen. On the 9th day 
>f September the election commenced, and the 
K>11 was opened and conducted in a peaceable and 
irderly manner for about the space of half an hour, 
when upwards of five hundred persons, who were 
not freemen or inhabitants of this city, tumultu- 
^nsly assembled together at the place of election, 
irith a blue flag carried before them, and having 
ilue and white cockades in their hats, the badges 
yy wfiich the party of Roe Yeo and Holroyd trcre 
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distiDguished, and there beat and ill-treated all the 
electors who canae to vote for Halifax and Rogers, 
and 80 impeded and obstructed the voters, that the 
sheriffs adjourned the poll to the Monday foU 
lowing, being the 11th day of the said month of 
September, and continued the same by divers ad-, 
journments, from day to day, to the 18th of the 
said month, in order that the said election might 
be made ; but the poll was impeded, from time to 
time, by like tumults and assaults; and though 
the magistrates had appointed S30 additional con- 
stables to preserve the peace, and to opea a firee 
access for the voters on both sides to come and 
poll, yet no more than 83 out of 3,000 could give 
their votes : for which reason the sheriff's could 
not cause to be elected two citizens, according to 
the form and effect of the writ. 

The sheriffs baying certified the above to the 
House of Commons on the 6th day of November 
following, they were ordered to attend the House 
on the S.id of the same month. 

A petition of Sir Thomas Halifax and Thomas 
Rogers, esq., of similar import was presented to 
the House on the 30th of the same month, which 
was ordered to be taken into consideration on the 
same day that the sheriffs were to attend, as was 
another petition of certain electors in the interest 
of Sir Thomas Halififix and Mr. Rogers. 

A petition of Edward Roe Yeo, esq., and John 
Baker Holroyd, esq., was also presented' on the 
same day, stating, that the sheriffs, who are chosen 
by the mayor and aldermen, and were the declared 
friends and partisans of their opponents, Sir Tho* 
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_ _ _ • 

I0a9 Halifax aod Thomas Rogers, teq.f had shewn 
tli6 most flagrant partiality to those gentlemen, by 
constructing the poll-booth in such a manner as to 
allow a commodious access, through the mayor's 
parlour, to the voters in the interest of Halifax 
and Rogers, while the agents and friends of the 
petitioner were obliged to ascend by a ladder ; 
and enumerating a variety of other charges, to shew 
the gross partiality and illegal conduct of the 
sherifis. 

This petition was also ordered to be taken into 
consid^tion with all the former. A new Writ 
having been issued on the Slst of November fol- 
lowing, petitions were again presented from Mr. 
Roe Yeo and Mr. Holroyd, complaining, that in 
the interval of time between the general election 
and the 99th day of November, when a second 
election was had in pursuance of the above writ, a 
great number of freemen were illegally admitted 
to the freedom of the said city, who had no right 
to such freedom, and without paying the usual 
fees on admission, on condition of their under- 
taking to vote at the said ejection for Sir Thomas 
Halifax and Thomas Rogers, esq., and that a great 
number of persons duly entitled to be admitted to 
the freedom of the said city^ demanded in the usual 
manner to be so admitted, being ready to produce 
the evidence of their titles, and to pay the usual 
fiees, but were refused to be admitted, because they 
were believed to be in the interest of the peti- 
tioners ; and that, at the said last election, after 
the poll had lasted near three weeks, almost all 
the legal freemen having then voted, and when it 
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was known that there would be a large minority 
of votes in favour of the petitioners, a great number 
of persons were, on Monday the 18th and Wed- 
nesday the 90th of December last, in a fraudulent 
and clandestine manner^ admitted to the freedom 
of the said city, although the said persons bad no 
title to such freedom, and were known, by the 
members of the corporation, who composed the 
council-chambers at which tliey were admitted, ta 
have no title, and without paying the accustomed 
fees, or any fees, oo condition of their voting for 
the said Sir Thomas Halifax and Thomas Rogers, 
esq. 

The above petition also contained the usual al-^ 
legations of the returning officers, admitting these 
freemen to poll wlio were not duly qualified, and 
rejecting others who were so qualified ; and of 
the said candidates, Sir Thomas Halifax and Tho- 
mas Rogers, esq., having, by themselves or agents, 
been guilty of bribery, &c. 

A similar petition was presented from several of 
the freemen in the interest of Mr. Roe Yeo and 
Mr. Holrovd, which were both ordered to be taken 
into consideration on Thursday the 15th day of 
February, 1781. 

On the 31st of January, 1781, Thomas Noxon 
and Thomas Butler, late sheriffs of Coventry^ were 
brought to the bar of the House of Commons, and 
had leave to be heard by counsel in their justi* 
ficatton. 

A petition of Edvrard Roe Yeo, esq., and John 
Baker Holroyd, (now Lord Sheffield, of the king* 
dom of Ireland,) and also of several freemen of the 
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city of Coventry, on behalf of tbemaelves and 
other$» complaining of the conduct of the aaid 
^erifia, being read to the said Thomas Noxon 
aod Thomas Butler, leave was given them to b^ 
heard by counsel against the charges in the said 
petition, and thecounsel for the petitioners ordered 
to proceed in support of the allegations of their 
petition. 

Orders were made for sixty-nine witnesses to at- 
tend in suppwt of the charges against the sheriffs; 
aod the matter had a full investigation, after vari- 
ous adjournments, on the 15th of March, 17S1; 
when the order of the day being read for the at- 
tendance of Mr. Thomas Noxon and Mr. Thomas 
Butler, late sherifia of the city of Coventry, and 
far taking into further consideration the several 
petitions'presented to this House upon the 20th 
day of November last> relating to the return made 
hy the said sheriffs at the last general election ; 

The said sheriffs, and the counsel for Lord Shef- 
field and Mr. Roe Yeo, and for the several freemen 
of the city of Coventry, who have petitioned this 
House, complaining of the conduct of the said she- 
riffk, were called in; 

Aud the ahiorifis acquainted the House, That 
the counsd they had applied to had not time to 
prepare himself to undertake their defence. 

Then one of the counsel for Lord Sheffield and 
Mr. Roe Yeo, and for the several freemen of the 
city of Coventry, who have petitioned this House, 
complaining of the conduct of the said sheriffs, 
$ummed up their evidence : 

And the sheriffs being asked by Mr. Speakerv 
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Mrhat they had to say in justification of their ifiot 
having made any return of members to serve in 
Parliament at the last general election ; and in 
answer to the matters charged against them in the 
petitions oF Lord Sheffield and Mr. Roe Yeo, and 
of the several freemen of the city of Coven try, 
who have petitioned this House, complaining of 
their conduct ; 

The said sheriffs were heard ; and, having de- 
sired that their under-sheriff*, who attended as their 
agent, might examine the witnesses who had been 
ordered to attend this House on their behalf; 

The said agent was called in ; and, at the bar« 
examined the several witnesses who were attending 
' in justification of thC conduct of the sheriffs. 

And the said agent, having submitted to the 
House, That the said sheriffs had still several other 
witnesses, but that they were now at Coven try » 
and that they therefore desired further time, in 
order to have an opportunity to summon the said 
witnesses ; 

The said sheriffs and their agent, and the said 
counsel, were directed to withdraw. 

And a motion being made, and the question 
being put, '* That the further attendance of the 
said sheriffs, and the further consideration of the 
several petitions relative to the return made by 
them for the city of Coventry, at the last ge- 
neral election, be adjourned till this day se'en- 

night r 

It passed in the negative. 

Then the said sheriffs and their agent, and the 
said counsel,, were again called in; and the sheriffs 
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having acquainted the House, that they had hot 
any other witnesses to produce, the said sheriffs 
and their agent, and the said counsel were agaiA 
directed to withdraw^ 

« 

Resolved: *^ That, it appears to this House, that 
al the last general election o£ citizens to serve in 
Parliament for the city of Coventry, Thonotas 
Noxon and Thomas Butler, the sheri^, who were 
the returning officers at the said election, were not 
prevented, by riots or otherwise, from making a 
return of members to serve in. Parliament for the 
.said city :" , 

Resolved, Hem. con. : *^ That the said Thomas 
Noxon and Thomas Butler, late sheriffs of the 
said city of Coventry, not haipng made any return 
of membej^ to serve in Parliament, at the late ge- 
neral election for the said city, are thereby guilty 
of a high, violation of the law, and a gross breach 
of the privil^es of this House/' 

A motion was made, and the question being 
proposed^ ^* That the said Thomas Noxon and 
Thomaa Butler be, for their said offence, commit* 
ted to his majesty's gaol of Newgate, and that Mr. 
Speaker do issue his warrants accordingly." 

An amendment was proposed to be made to the 
question, by leaving out the words, ^' his majesty's 
gaol of Newgate,'* and inserting the words, *' the • 
isiiatody of the sergeant at arms attending this 
House,'' instead thereof. 

And the question being put^ that the words 
« hia majesty's gaol of Newgate," stand part of 
the question, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

PART II. VOL. III. G 
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Then the tofiiin queMton being put. 

Ordered : '' That the said Thomas Noxon and 
Thomas Butler be, for their said offence, commit- 
. ted to his Majesty's gaol of Newgate ; and that 
Mr, Speaker do issue hiis warrants accordingly/' 

On the 26th day of March, the said sheriffs pre* 
sented a petition to the House, setting forth that 
they had been found guilty of a high violation of 
the law, and a gross breach of the privileges of the 
House, for not having made any return of mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament at the last general elec- 
tion for the city of Coventry ; and that they were 
thoroughly sensible of the great offence they had 
been guilty of, and humbly begged pardon of the 
House for the same: 

They were accordingly ordered to be brought up 
to the bar the next day, when they were repri*- 
manded by the Speaker, and discharged. 

A committee was appointed on the 15th of Fe<- 
bruary, to try the merits of the petition of Mr. 
Roe Yeo and Lord Sheffield, against the return of 
Sir Thomas Halifax and Thomas Rogers, esq., who 
reported, on the 97th of the said month, that the 
petitioners were duly elected. 

Mr. Elwes, the chairman of the committee, also 
reported, *^ That it appeared that much partiality 
and fraud was used in the admission of persons to 
the freedom of the city of Coventry, during the 
last election in that city. The committee are of 
opinion, that it would be expedient, in order to 
prevent the like fraudulent practice for the future, 
that a bill should be brought in for that purpose/' 
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A bill was accordingly brought in, on the ISfh 
of March, for better regulating elections of citizens 
to sit in Parliament for the city of Coventry; 
which was pasff^d into a law on the 14th of May, 
mid teceived the royal assent on the 5th of July 
following. 

In 1S02, William Wilberforce Bird and Peter P^^wdi, 
Moore, esqrs., with some electors in their interest, oa— qo. 
petitioned against the return of Francis William 
Barlow and Nathaniel Jefferys, esqrs. A com-^ 
Oiittee was appointed to try this case, Feb. 91, 
J80S. The petition of the candidates contained 
il charges of bribery and treating against 
flitting members. That of the electors, charges 
aglainst the sheriffs for admitting illegal votes and 
rejecting legal votes, and against Mr. Jefferys for 
not being duly qualified. After a long discussion, 
tbe committee decided that Mr. Jefferys, was not 
duly qualified, and he accordingly withdrew. The 
tjommittee resolved, March 11, That Nathaniel 
Jefferys, esq.,' not being qualified according to the 
^^ovision of the act 9th Queen Ann, was not duly 
elected.^ — ;Tb«t Francis Wflliam Barlow, was duly 
elected, and that the petition was not frivolous or 
vexatious. A new writ was ordered, when Peter 
If oore, esq. was returned in the place of Mr. Jef-- 
ferys, G* F. Hatton, esq., and several of the free- 
hdlders petitioned against the election of Peter 
Moore, esq., April 19th, 1803. The petition was 
renewed Nov. 29. A committee was appointed 
March 2, 1804, but ifo evidence being brought to 
support the allegations contained rn the petition, 
Mr. Moore was reported duly elected March 3d. 

G *2 
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GORPORATIOK. 

By charter of James I. it is governed by a 
mayor, recorder, twosberifiB, ten aldermen, thirty- 
one superior, and twenty-five inferior common- 
councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTiOX. 

. Feb. 24, 1701. The freemen of Coventry re- 
ceiving alms or chanty, have no right to vote. 

March 1, 1708. Is in such persons as hav<e. 
served apprenticeship for seven years within the 
city, to one and the same trade, not receiving alms 
or constant charities. 

Persons receiving Sir Thomas White*s gift, are 
thereby disabled from giving their votes. 
It passed in the negative. 
March 3, 170S. Persons receiving Mr. Wheat- 
ley's gift not disabled. 

March 13, 171 !• The members of the Fullers 
company have a right to vote, being freemen, and 
not receiving alms or weekly charity; and all 
such freemen as do not receive alms, and have 
served seven years' apprenticeship in the city or 
suburbs, who do not receive alms or weekly charity. 
Nov. 90, 173S. In such freemen as have served 
seven years' apprenticeship to one and the same 
trade, in the same city or the suburbs thereof, and 
do not receive alms or weekly charity ; such free- 
men being duly sworn and enrolled. 
Number of voters — 2,400... 
Returning officers— the Sheriffs. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This city is one of the very few that is not un- 
der immediate influence, and might ^be perfectly 
iodependent, but for the enormous expense of 
:?cmveying so mSny non-resident freemen from 
London and other vparts of the kingdom, to the 
place of election. The candidate who will ex- 
pend a few thousands for this purpose, is sure to 
be chosen before a more deserving character who 
Ottnot afford to purchase a seat at such a price. - 

The number of houses in Coventry is near three 
tbbusand. The freemen not so numerous, and 
half of them non-residents. It must be acknow- 
ledged, however^ that they acted independently in 
the choice of William Wilberforce Bird, esq., and 
N'ieitbaniel Jefferys, esq., in 1796; and in the 
election of Francis William Barlow, esq. in 1 80S : 
ki the election of Peter William Moore, esq. in 
(806, and 1807; and again in returning the same 
^tleman with Joseph Butter worth, esq., at the 
biit general election in 1819. 
• It is worthy of remark in the history of this 
place that Coventry and Middlesex are the only 
two cases which occur in the present reign of the 
returning officers being punished for partiality, 
and that in both cases the parties acted in opposi- 
tion to the government candidates. 
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WESTMORELAND. 

Westmoreland is a county of Englandy 
bounded on the north and north-west by Cumber* 
land ; on the east by Yorkshire ; and on the south 
and south-west by Lancashire, Its shape is 
nearly angular, being in extreme length and breadth 
about 40 miles. The area of the county being 
793 square statute miles, equal to 469,080 square 
acres, having 30,000 acres in tillage, and 13,000 
acres pasturage. It is divided into four wards in- 
stead of hundreds, viz. East, West, Kendal, and 
Lonsdale wards, containing one borough, Appleby, 
and seven market towns, Ambleside, Brough, Bur- 
ton, Kendal, Kirby Lonsdale^ Kirby Stephen^ and 
Orton ; 7|S97 houses, inhabited by 41,617 per- 
^sons, viz. 90,175 males, and 91,449 females, of 
whom 8,673 were returned in trade and manufac- 
ture, and 19,141 in agriculture. Amount of mo- 
ney raised for the maintenance of the poor in 1S03, 
17)599/. being at the rate of 5«. 9id. in the pound. 
Amount of assessment under the property tax, 
1806, 495,906/. ; and the average scale of mortality 
for ten years, appears from the registered burials, 
as one to 49 of the existing population. — West- 
moreland contains 32 parishes ; and sends four 
members to Parliament, being two for the borough, 
and two for the county. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county returned knights to the Parliament 
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from the 99d of Edward I. but we neither meet 
with any particalar memoirs thereof amongst tha 
leturns; nor do we find any complaint in the 
H^use of Commons concerning the election, till 
M^y lOf 1768, when John Upton, esq. petitioned, 
but afterwards had leave to withdraw it. 

Nov. 9% L774. Thomas Fen wick, esq. peti« 
titiooedy but afterwards had leave to withdraw. 

POJI^ZTICA^ CHAEACT£^. 

t 

This small county is as much under the com- 
mand of an individual, as the most rotten borough 
in the kingdom. The great estates which the 
£art of Lonsdale possesses are sufficient to procure 
9 passive obedience to the authority of his Lord- 
ship. 

: The £arL of Thanet is hereditary sheriff of this 
ccHiity^ and proprietor of the castle at Appleby, 
3od many independent gentlemen reside within its 
limits, but the most spirited efforts of the free- 
fcoldeia toaapport their right to a free election 
would be here inefficient : nor can any opposition 
to the Earl of Lonsdale's nomination of members 
to repi^cwwt it in Parliament be productive evto 
of a probability of success. 

In the reign of William L this county seems to 
bave be^n ov^rlooked^ either on account of its ap- 
pMent banreaness, or its remoteness from the ca« 
pital ; for the lands were not dispojsed of till the 
n^u of Kii^ Jobn> who, to reward the great aer- 
vioev of Rcfbert de Vipont, granted him the castles 
of B»t|tl^ aiud Rrough, together with the whole 
l)»iliwi«K of Westmoreland. 
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It is remarkable; that it never was divided ioto 
hundreds, wapentakes, or rapes, like other coun- 
ties ; the reason of which is supposed to be, be- 
cause the inhabitants paid no subsidies, they hav« 
ing been thought sufficiently charged, in being 
obliged to defend that part of the kingdom aigainst 
the Scots. It is seated in the province of York ? 
that part which is called the barony of Westmore^ 
land, is comprehended in the diocese of Carlisle ; 
and the other part, called the barony of KendaU 
in the diocese of Chester ; both baronies contain- 
ing thirty-tivp laig^ parishes. 



APPLEBY. 

Appleby is a bor ough and market-town in 
East Ward, Westmoreland, 10 miles from Pen- 
rith, SO miles from Carlisle, and S66 firom London; 
contains ISO houses and 7U inhabitants, exclu- 
sive of Longate, a separate parish, but part of the 
town. It is almost encompassed by the river 
Eden. The market on Saturday is the best sup- 
plied with cor A in this part of the kingdom. 

, ^R^PBESENTATIVlS HISTORY. 

- This was a borough and mayor town, and sent 
members S3d Edward L, and has continued so tb 
do ever since. 

PETiTiONSi &c. Feb. 11,' 1588. Mr. Treasurer 
from the Committee of Privileges reported in the 
return for this borough, it appelired' that the in- 
denture returned being razed in the sentence of 
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jlection, Lawrence Lister and Thomas Musgrave 
are named burgesses, and in the sentence for gii^ 
ing tbem authority being likewise razed ; Robert 
Warcup and Anthony Felton. are named with the 
former hand ; they thought it convenient upon 
the insufficiency and uncertainty thereof to grant 
i new writ for choosing Burgesses, the former le-^ 
turn being utterly disallowed. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Sir John Walter, 
bart. against Wharton Dunch, esq. — Never heard. 

Jan. 3. 1701. A pethion of James Graham^ esq. 
i^;unst Wharton Dunch, esq. 

Jan. 13. A petition of several burghers of Ap*^ 
pleby, complaining of an undue return of Gervase 
Fierpont and -James Graham, esqrs., by undue 
means and stating that the petitioners conceive 
Whartod Dunch and Richard Brathwaite, esq., 
duly chosen.— No report. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Sir Charles Keymes,. 
hart., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Lntwick, esq., by bribery and other undue prac- 
tices. — No report. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of William Harvey, 
]un., esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Richard Sandford by bribery and other undue 
jmietices by himself and his agents. 

Alsooa petition of Robert Holmes, Edward 
DbcMrnbarrow, John Atkinson, and several other free 
hiifghers of this borough to. the. same effect, and 
complaining of partiality of the mayor. — No report. 

Jilay:l6, 17S3. A petition of Lord Viscount Hills- 
borough, complaining of an undue return of James 
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Lowtber> esq., by partiality of the mayor, and bjr 
many other corrupt and illegal practices. 

This petition after being read in four sessions 
was on Feb. 9tb, 17S5, withdrawn. 

In 1754, Sir John Ramsden, bart. and Fletcher 
Norton, esq,, petitioned against the return of 
Philip Honeywood and William Lee, esq. The 
petitition was renewed the second session. Feb« 
)0i I756> the House pronounced it a void election. 

CORPORATION. 

It is governed by a mayor, recorder, 19 aiders 
men, two bailiffs, and sixteen capital burgesi 



RIGHT 07 ELECTION. 

Is in the burgage holders. 

Number ot voTERS-^Nominally, in about 100 
burgage tenures, which are now the property of 
two individuals. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

PROPRi£TORS-*^the Earl of Thanet and the 
Earl of Lonsdale. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The right of voting in this borough, although 
there is no special resolution of the House of 
Commons concerning it, is admitted to be in 
burgage*tenure. These burgage-holds are now 
the property of the Earl of Lonsdale and the Earl 
of Thanet. Hog^sties have been deemed firee- 
holds here, and purchased by the Thanet and 
Lonsdale fiimilies, at a price exceeding all belief. 
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The contention between these two families has 
given the borough its only consequence; but they 
have now agreed, that each shall send one mem- 
ber. The electors of this place, therefore, sit 
down quietly, to be represented by whomsoever 
its noble proprietors shall think most proper. 



WILTSHIRE. 

Wiltshire is an inland county of England, 
bounded on the north by Gloucestershire : on the 
east by Berkshire and Hampshire ; on the south 
by Dorsetshire; and on the west by Somersetshire 
and Gloucestershire. Its form is oval, being about 
Ji4 miles long, and 34 broad, the area of the 
county being 1,S83 square statute miles, equal to 
891,130 square acres, of which 150,000 acres are 
supposed to be arable, and 950,000 pasturage. 
Wiltshire is divided into 38 hundreds, viz., Al- 
derbury, Amesbury, Bradford, Branch and Dole, 
Calne, Cawden, Chalk, Chippenham, Damerham 
North and South, Downton, Dunworth, Elstub 
and Everley, Frustfield, Heytesbury, Highworth, 
Kingsbridge^ Kinwardstone, Malmsb^ry, Mere, 
Melksham, Pottern and Canning, Ramsbury, Selk- 
ley, Swanborough, Underditch, Warminster, West- 
bury and Whorlesdown; containing one city» 
Sidisbury; 15 boroughs, Bedwin, Calne, Chip« 
penham, Cricklade, Devii^es, Downton, Heytes- 
bury, Hindon, Ludgershall, Malmsbury, Marlbo- 
rough^ Sarum, Westbury, Wilton, and Wotton 
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Basset, and eight other market-towns, viz., Ames- 
bury, Bradford, Highworth, Market Lavington, 
Mere, Swindon, Trowbridge, and Warminster, 
the whole containing 304 parishes, 99)462 houses 
inhabited by 185,107 persons, viz., S7i388 males, 
arid 97,727 females, of whom 39,492 were returned 
as being employed in trade, handicrafts, and ma- 
nufacture, and 53,517 in agriculture. Wiltshire 
lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocese of 
Salisbury, and is included in the western circuit. 
The amount of money raised for the maintenance 
' of the poor in 1 803, 148,661/. being at the rate of 
4t. 7id. in the pound ; total amount of assessment 
under the property tax, 1806, 1,821,783/. and the 
average scale of mortality, from the registered 
burials of 10 years, appears to have been as 1 to 
S6 of the existing population. The manufactures 
are those of superfine broad cloth, fustians, thick- 
sets, bed-ticking and carpeting. 

RBPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county has returned knights to the Par- 
liament, in the same manner as the other counties, 
from the first summons of counties. The me- 
moirs relating to its elections, do not occur till 
siqce the restoration ; after which aera, the fol- 
lowing petitions are to be seen in the journals : 

Petition*, &c. March 25, 1679. A petition 
of Henry Coker, knt., and John Ben net, esq.» 
complaining of an undue return of Sir Richard 
Grubham How, by illegal practices in the sheriff 
of the said county. — No report. 

April 3, 1690. A petition of Henry Lord 
Colrain, complaining of undue practices of James 
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Edghill, under-sheriff, and one Sansbury, the 
county-clerk ; persons unqualified being admitted 
to poll, and the county-court unduly adjourned 
from Wilton to several places the finft day, the 
last adjournment being to Salisbury, then visited 
ivith the small-pox, the fear whereof restrained 
and discouraged some hundreds that would have 
polled for the petitioner, and by multitudes of 
other manifest and wicked practices, have made 
a return in prejudice of the petitioner. 

Oct. S. Another petition of the said Lord Col- 
rain. — No report. 

March 6, 1713. A petition of Edward Ash 
and Thomas Pitt, esqrs., complaining of an undue 
return of Sir Richard JHEow and Robert Hyde, 
esq., by the illegal practices of the under-sheriff, 
who deferred opening the poll till the afternoon, 
:when many freeholders, who would have voted 
f^r the petitioners, were necessitated, by reason of 
the harvest, to go away without voting; and that 
the said sheriff refused those who voted for the 
petitioners, and had a right, and polled others 
against them, who had no right ; that a mob was 
raised and paid by the sitting members, appearing 
with clubs and drums, marching round the place 
of polling till the close thereof, to the great terror 
of the electors ; that the under-sheriff ordered the 
oath of abjuration to be given to none but the 
Quakers, the majority of whom would have voted 
for the petitioners; that, by these means, and 
8<everal other illegal practices, the sitting mem- 
bers have procured themselves to be returned in 
wrong of the petitioners.— Petition withdrawn. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTBR. 

This county possesses all that spirit of indepen* 
dence for which the neighbouring county of So- 
merset is so remarkably eminent. The freeholders 
and yeomen are as independent in their minds as 
in their fortunes ; and a combination of those, 
who call themselves the great men of the county, 
to deprive them of their constitutional privileges 
of electing their own representatives, will only 
tend to expose the inability and arbitrary prin- 
ciples of the one party, and the manly exertions 
and ability of the other, when exercised in sup- 
porting their rights. About the year 1770, Mr. 
Herbert, afterwards Earl of Carnarvon, was pro- 
posed as one of the candidates to represent this 
county in Parliament ; in which he was supported 
by the whole aristocracy in it. The independent 
freeholders could not help feeling an honourable 
resentment at such an arbitrary measure, the in- 
tention of which was- to render their suffrages of 
no effect ; they therefore immediately opposed to 
that candidate Ambrose Goddard, esq., one of 
their own body ; and, after a poll of several days, 
victory was declared for them in his favour. They 
have also shewn themselves zealous in the sup- 
port of a parliamentary reform. In 1780, com- 
mittees were established in several counties For 
the purpose of obtaining this desirable object; 
and some of the greatest characters for integrity 
and ability were engaged in it ; among whom 
were the Earl of Abingdon, the Right Hon. 
Charles James Fox, and the Marquis of Lans- 
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down, then Earl of Shelburne ; who, being pre- 
vented by illness from attending a meeting of the 
county, convened at Devii:e8 on the 99tfa day 
of March in that year, delivered his sentiments 
upon the subject in the following letter : 



cc 



Sir, March 26, 1780. 

I am very much mortified, that it is not in 
my power to perform a duty I feel so very agree** 
able and honoui:able, as that of attending the 
committee of correspondence and association at 
Devizes, on Tuesday next, and the meeting of the 
county, which is to be hekl the subsequent day. 

*^ The eariy negative put upon the mquiry into 
the public expenditure in the House of Lords; 
tfaere&isal of any account of plaws and pensions 
held by members of that House; the violence 
done to the constitution by the arbitrary removal 
of the Earl of Pembroke from the lord-lieutenancy 
of our county (an office which his ancestors have 
to long and so honourably held, I believe from 
its first institution) for no other possible cause, 
but for having voted as a free man upon a public 
question ; ai well as by that of the Marquis of 
Caermarthen firom the lord-Ueu tenancy of the 
east riding of Yorkshire. 

^^ And in the House of Commons, the proceed- 
ing to lay new burdens, without taking any^ much 
less effectual^ economical measures, in direct op- 
position to the prayer of our petition, as well as 
those of other counties; the number of taxes 
proposed to be superadded, some bearing very 
hard upon our eounty in particularr namely, that 
which r^ards the private brewery; besides the 



/ 
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addition made to the severest of all duties, thdt 

• 

on' salt ; when it is certain that triple the suoi 
might have been, and may still be produced, from 
the suppression of unnecessary offices, savings in 
the mode of expenditure, and other economicdi 
reforms, which require only integrity to accom- 
plish ; the difficulties which have been thrown in 
the way of a very able plan of reform now before 
the House; no inquiry made into exorbitant 
contracts; accomptants suffered to remain with 
large balances at their own disposal ; the measure 
for a conunission of accounts taken out of inde- 
pendent and disinterested hands, and assumed by 
the authors of our distress, in such a manner, as 
to mock every idea of parliamentary independence, 
or popular inquiry ; no expectation offered by 
the minister, except a possible reversionary reduc- 
tion of those places which do not contribute to 
the influence of the crown, in answer to the pe» 
titions desiring an abolition of those that do ; and, 
withal, a position laid down as fundamental, by 
the supporters of the court and ministers in both 
houses^ that the influence of the crown is not 
dangerous to the constitution, and is not in** 
•creased, in contradiction to the evidence of all 
our senses. 

<^ These facts, I apprehend, can leave little 
doubt with any freeholder who approved of the 
former meeting, of the necessity of immediately 
associating for the accomplishment of those indis* 
pensable objects, stated in our petition, in as strong 
terms as constitutional language can dictate. 

** But I am^ sensible that it nnust occur to our 
county, as it has already done to others, to con- 
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sider what steps can be taken to obtain that re-* 
form, of which our present Parliament gives so 
little hope, acting even under all its present cir- 
cumstances ; or what security can be had for 
preserving in future what we may have the good 
fortune to obtain in this moment of exigence. 
It gives mc great satisfaction, to find, that it has 
occurred to none to have recourse to other means 
than those purely civil, as well as strictly consti- 
tutional. Though no one feels with more con- 
cern the abuses which have taken place in the 
militia, and particularly the departure from the 
ancient, true, fundamental, and, till of late years, 
invariable militia principles, of keeping them 
within their counties, except in case of actual 
invasion (their present distant and unnecessary 
removals serving only to assimilate them to the 
standing army, in principle and in habits, not in 
discipline), I still have that confidence in our 
army as well as militia, as at present constituted, 
that 1 hope neither arcj yet so estranged from a 
love of the constitution, as to give any just appre- 
hension of danger. 

" Two measures have offered themselves for 
consideration, which, inasmuch as they affect the 
House of Commons, merely come unquestionably 
within the province of our county meeting, and 
cannot, by any misrepresentation be construed to 
arise from improper motives: the one is, to shorten 
the duration of Parliaments; the other, to equalize 
the representation, which, at pn^sent, confessedly 
bears no proportion, either to the number of 
people, the quantum of property, or the propor- 

PART 11. VOL. III. H • 
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tion of public contribution; nor does it hold to 
any rank or description whatever; but is the mere 
child of accident or intrigue. 

"The people of England, I conceive, have, 
and always had, a clear, unalienable, and inde- 
feasible right, both to the one and the other, in 
their fullest extent, upon a stronger ground than 
that of any act or acts of parliament. That '^ the 
House of Commons must be free in every circum- 
stance of its constitution,"" is the foundation-stone 
of our government. The same right which the 
people had formerly, and, through the blessing of 
God, exerted so happily for us, their posterity, 
to have parliaments frequently holden^ when they 
were aggrieved by the crown's withholding them, 
now goes to have them frequently and equally 
chosen^ when it appears, through the length of 
the duration, and the inequality of the represfen- 
tation, that they are still more aggrieved than they 
were formerly, by the total want of them ; and, 
if this should appear to be the sense of a fair ma- 
jority of the people, collected together, either in 
county- meetings, or in any other constitutional 
mode, there can be no doubt, but that proper 
laws will be immediately enacted to restore the 
constitution to its first principles in these parti- 
culars: for it is not to be presumed, that the 
present defective representation would venture to 
oppose the manifest sense of those from whom they 
derive all their authority; much less that the 
House of Lords, constituted as it is, or the crown, 
could be so ill-advised as to deny their concur- 
rence and assent to so salutary a reform, in a part 
of the constitution which more particularly be- 
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longs to the democracy. — These principles are so 
unalterably engraven in my mind, that I should 
hold myself criminal in the suppression of them, 
when called for. It will be for the county to 
judge, whether they will proceed to declaratory 
resolutions on the subject of them, and then wait 
till the sense of the rest of the kingdom is so far 
known ; or whether they will be contented finally, 
without pushing the right of the people to its ut- 
most extent, by insisting on an annual election, 
and a total change of the representation. There 
are men, of whose integrity there is but one voice, 
and whose judgment deserves every attention 
throughout £ngland, who foresee more incon- 
venience than I confess I do in the whole extent 
of these propositions. Besides, the consequences 
of great changes have been, in all times, so un* 
certain, that it may be most prudent to avoid 
them; especially as, in the present instance, I am 
free to own, that, so far as I am capable of 
judging, every end may be obtained by the re- 
peal of the septennial act, and a reasonable ad- 
dition of county members, chosen by districts, 
or under some regulation, which might preclude 
all unnecessary expence. But I shall most wil- 
lingly subscribe to the discretion and wisdom of 
the meeting, in this and every other consideration 
of expediency ; and I dare rely upon the gene- 
rosity and candour of the county and committee, 
that they will put a just interpretation upon the 
liberty I take, meaning to assume no more than 
what might become any other freeholder; submit- 
ting my unreserved sentiments, in time of dis- 

H 9 
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I 

tress, to their better judgment, as I cannot have 
the honour of attending in person, when I might 
explain myself more particularly upon each part, as 
occasion might require. I have nothing so much 
at heart as to prove the sincerity and consistency 
of my conduct upon all occasions, but most of all 
in the county of my residence, and among a neigh- 
bourhood whose good opinion must, in the end, 
make the comfort and honour of my life. 

*' 1 have the honour to be, with great respect 
and consideration, Sir, 

" Your most obedient and humble servant, 

*'SHELBURNE." 
To John Audry, Esq. 
Chairman of the Wiltshire Committee. 

After the triumph of the independent interest 
in 1770, an attempt was made to render the re- 
presentation of this county subject to the nortii- 
nation of two clubs, called the Beckhampton, 
and the Devizes clubs, from the places of their 
meeting, and under pretence of maintaining the 
independence of the county, to nominate the 
members themselves ; but at the last general elec- 
tion in IS 12, Mr. Methuen offered himself a can- 
didate, in opposition to Mr. Penruddock of Comp- 
ton, who was nominated by the clubs, and was 
received by the independent freeholders in such a 
manner as to demonstrate that they were no fur- 
ther to be influenced by the clubs in 1812, than 
by the nobility in 1770. The event was, that Mr. 
Penruddock withdrew from the contest, and Mr. 
Methuen was unanimously elected. 
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The nobility of this county are the Duke of 
Somerset, Marquis of Lansdown, Marquis of Bath, 
Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Suffolk, Earl of Rad- 
nor. Earl of Clarendon, Earl Nelson, Lord Vis- 
count Bolingbroke, Lord Arundel and Lord Hol- 
land. 

SALISBURY. 

Salisbury is a city in the hundred of Under- 
ditch, Wilts, situated in a vaUey, 80^ miles from 
London ; containing 1,489 houses and 7)668 inha- 
bitants, viz. 3,412 males, and 4,256 females, of 
whom 2,323 were returned as being employed in 
various trades. It has a considerable manufacture 
of flannels, and the cloths called Salisbury whites, 
and an extensive traffic in bone-lace, and cutlery. 

The markets are on Tuesday and Saturday, and 
its fairs are the Tuesday before the 6th of January 
for cattle, Tuesday after 25th March for clothes, 
Whit Monday and Tuesday for horses and pedlary, . 
and the Tuesday after the 10th October for hops, 
cheese, &c. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This city was made so by letters-patent, 11 
Henry IIL, and given to the then bishop and his 
canons ; and to his and their successors, which 
were afterwards confirmed by charter 34 Edward L 
It returned members to Parliament 23 Edward I. 
who were elected by deputies in the county-court 
ia the first and second years of the reign of King 
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Henry V., since which time they have been 
elected by the mayor and citizens. 

Petitions, &c. March 3, 1640. Upon Mr. 
Maynard's report, from the committee of privi- 
leges, of the case of election for this city. 

Resolved, upon the question, *' That the elec- 
tion of Mr. Serjeant Hide and Mr. Oldsworth to 
serve for this city is a good election." 

March 26, 1681. A petition of the citizens and 
inhabitants of this city touching the election for 
the same. — No report. 

Jan. 23, 1688. A petion of Samuel Eyres, and 
David Thomas, doctor in physick, complaining of 
an undue election and return of citizens to serve 
in this convention for this city. 

April 1, 1689. Colonel Birch reported, that 
the question appeared to be whether the right of 
election of citizens to serve in Parliament was in 
the select number, or in the citizens in general. 

Resolved : ** That the right of election of citi- 
zens to serve in Parliament for this city is in the 
select number.** 

'* That Thomas Hobby and Giles Eyre, esqrs., 
heing chosen by the select number, are duly 
elected.'* 

March 94. A petition of William Wyndham, esq., 
complaining ofan undue return of ThomasPitt, esq. 

Oct. 6, 1690. Another petition of William 
Wyndham, esq. — No report. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Charles Fox, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Tho- 
mas Mompesson by partiality of the mayor, &c. 
•—No report. 
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In 1713, Robert Pitt, esq., petitioned against 
the election of Richard Jones, esq. The petitioner 
alleged, that John King the mayor, deferred the 
election till the 10th day after the receipt of the 
precept and admitted several who were not qua- 
lified to votej and denied a scrutiny to the peti- 
tioner ; by which and other illegal practices, the 
Duke of Beaufort not only applying himself to the 
corporation in the council-house, but in person 
from house to house in favour of the said Mr. 
Jones, by which the privilege of the commons are 
invaded, &c. 

April 3, 1714. Resolved: »' That Richard 
Jones, esq. is duly elected." 

Mar. 30, 1715. A petition of Robert Pitt, com- 
plaining of an undue return of Francis Swanton 
and Edmund Lambert, esqrs., by arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of Walter Barry,, mayor, and other cor- 
rupt practices, &c. 

A petition of several justices of the peace, al- 
dermen and assistants of this city, shewing that 
the petitioners were grieved and oppressed by the 
illegal and arbitrary proceedings of the said com- 
bination ; as their anticipating and determining at 
their previous meetings, all acts, and things de- 
terminable by the whole corporation in the coun- 
cil-bouse ; their agreeing by vote, or ballot, on the 
choice of members for the said city ; and their 
admitting such persons only upon vacancies into 
the corporation as will engage themselves to act in 
the measures of their combination ; whereby they 
are divested of the benefit and privilege of their 
charter, the government and quiet of the town in- 
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terrupted, and the freedom of elections notoriously 
invaded, &c. 

May 27. The House being informed, that both 
the petitioners and sitting members for this 
city are willing, that the further hearing of the 
merits of the election of the said city at the bar of 
this House be discharged. 

Ordered to be discharged. 

There being a double return in 17M, the Hon. 
W. P. Bouverie, Julines Beckford, and Edward 
Poore, esqrs. petitioned. Mr. Poore requested 
leave to withdraw his petition, which was granted, 
and the House ordered the clerk of the crown to 
erase Mr. Poore's name from the return. 

There was another double return in 1768, viz. 
Hon. Stephen Fox and Henry Dawkins, esq., 
which terminated in a similar manner. Mr. Daw- 
kins having, Nov. 10, informed the House that he 
did not mean to contest the double return, the 
clerk of the crown was ordered to erase his name. 

COEPORATION. 

It was first incorporated by King Henry the 
Third, and afterwards by Queen Ann, and consists 
of a mayor, recorder, twenty- three aldermen, and 
thirty common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

April 1, 1689. Is in the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion. 

Number of voters — 54. 

Returning officer — the Mavor. 

Patrons — Earl of Radnor and George Purefoy 
Jervoice, &c. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Salisbury is equal in population to Winchester ; 
but, like that city, Bath, Portsmouth, Plymouth, 
Andover, Poole, Tiverton, Banbury, and many 
other large townsy has no share in electing the de- 
mocratic branch of the legislature, but what is 
exercised by its corporation, consisting of a mayor, 
twenty-three aldermen, and thirty commonrcoun- 
cil. This exclusion from constitutional rights, 
places the inhabitants of these towns, in common 
with all the unrepresented part of the kingdom, in 
a situation not to be envied by the subjects of any 
other nation. If freedom consists in electing our 
own legislators, and in delegating to them the au« 
thority by which we are to be governed, those 
persons who are not allowed the exercise of this 
privilege, taste as little of the sweets of liberty, as 
where the will of mankind is subject to an abso- 
lute monarch, or an unlimited aristocracy. 

The Earl of Radnor is recorder of this city, and 
has the principal interest with the corporation, 
who always elect one of his lordship's relations for 
their representative. 

The number of housekeepers in Salisbury is 
nearly 1,500, while the number of voters is only 
fifty-four, and these are again influenced by two 
individuals. 

The late William Hussey, esq., of this city, 
was for many years joint patron of the corporation 
with the Earl of Radnor, and represented the 
place in eight Parliaments, on his decease they 
have adopted Mr. Jervoise, a very independent 
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country gentleman of the neighbourhood to be bis 
successor, who at present represents them in Par- 
liament with Lord Viscount Folkestone, eldest 
son of the Earl of Radnor. 



WILTON. 

Wilton is a borough, market-town^ and parish, 
in the hundred of Branch and Dole, Wilts, si- 
tuated on the river Willy, three miles from Salis- 
bury, and 83 from London ; containing 344 bouses, 
and 2,144 inhabitants, a considerable number of 
whom are employed in the carpet and clothing 
manufactures. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough and shire-town has returned bur- 
gesses to Parliament from the 3Sd of Edward the 
First. Its original method of election we have 
not met with, other than they were chosen by de- 
putation in the county court, in the 2d of Henry 
the Fifth, after which, the next memoirs are in 
the journals of the House of Commons ; but not 
till since the Restoration. 

Petitions, &c. May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
elections, touching the double return for this bo- 
rough : that the precept is directed to the mayor 
and burgesses, and the return made under the seal 
of the corporation (but without the hand of the 
mayor) of Francis Swanton and William Hughes, 
esqrs., by one indenture ; and that Wm. Hughes, 
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esq., who is returned, is the mayor : and that upon 
another indenture from the burgesses there is re- 
turned the said Francis Swanton, and Richard 
Grubham How, esqrs. 

June 14. Mr. Turner reported upon the said 
double return, that the question was, whether Mr. 
Hughes as mayor have power to return himself: 
and that the committee were of opinion, that the 
said Mr. Hughes the present mayor, being so re- 
turned by himself, the election is void as to him : 
whereto the House agreed. 

March 25, 1690. A petition of Sir John Ni- 
cholas, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Richard Grubham How, bart., by means of in- 
direct practices of John Toogood, the mayor. 

Oct. 9. Another petition to the same eflTect. — 
No report. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Sir Henry 
Ashurst, bart., complaining of an undue return of 
Mr. Phippsby gross bribery, and promising large 
sums of money, &c. 

A petition of Anthony Burnaby, esq., to the 
same effect. — No report. 

Oct. 24, 1703. A petition of John Gauntlet, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir John 
Hawles and George Bodington, esq., by partiality 
of John Franker the then mayor, and many other 
indirect practices. 

27. A petition of Sir Henry Ashurst to the 
same effect. 

Nov. 28. Mr. Bromley reported upon the peti- 
tion of John Gauntlet, esq., That the right of 
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eleclion was agreed to be in the Mayor and Bur- 
gesses. Th^t upon the poll, there were 

* For Sir John Uawles 37 

Mr. Botlington 37 

The Petitioner 24 

That for the petitioner it was agreed that the 
mayor and burgesses constituted the corporation 
and did all corporate acts; and therefore accord- 
ing to the act 13 Car. II., they ought to have re- 
ceived the sacrament according to the rites of the 
church of England, within one year before they 
are elected burgesses. The counsel said, they 
should on this head object to 20 who had voted 
for John Hawles, and 21 who had voted for Mr. 
Bodington ; and that they had long since delivered 
in a list of their names to the sitting members : 
that 19 of these had been made burgesses between 
the 1st of Sept. 1701, and 25th June, 1702: that 
John Lee and Joseph Cleves were made burgesses 
in 1697, and John Carpenter before that time. 
Some witnesses were called to the manner of mak- 
ing these burgesses. 

Thomas Danet said, he was at a former election 
of Parliament men there ; and that as soon as it 
was over, the mayor and burgesses returned to 
the council house, where the mayor spoke to this 
effect : That Sir Henry Ashurst and Mr. Gauntlet 
had then carried the election : but before another 
election he would make so many new burgesses, 
that there should be no occasion for the old ones 
to attend. 

William Moore said, he bad heard the mayor 
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say, he would make none burgesses that were not 
dissenters from the dam's teat ; for if they chose 
churchmen, they would be always against them. 

Resolved, '' That the election of any person to 
be a burgess of this borough who hath not tak^n 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to 
the rites of the church of England, within one year 
before such election, is a void election." 

Resolved, ** That Sir John Hawles and John 
Gauntlet, esq., are duly elected." 

Resolved, " That George Rodington, esq., is 
not duly elected." 

Dec. I, 1710. A petition of Peter Bathurst, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Charles 
Mompesson and John London, esq., by bribery 
and other undue practices. 

March 17. Mr. Freeman reported that the 
poll was, 

For Mr. Mompesson 98 

Mr. London SO 

The Petitioner . . ^ 26 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
Mayor and Burgesses. 

Hereupon several witnesses were examined as 
to bribery and corrupt practices. 

Ward said, Mr. Moor the mayor desired his vote 
for Mr. Mompesson and Mr. London, and he an- 
swering it was promised, he said he had rather have 
given an hundred pounds tlian he should have 
promised it, for he depended on this election. Mr. 
London promised the cloathing of one or more re- 
giments, and if he voted for him he should never 
want work. 
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Glide said, he had been town-sergeant between 
20 and 30 years, and was so till he voted for Mr. 
Bathurst in this election : That Mr. Moor the pre- 
sent mayor, three days before the election asked 
him to vote for Mr. Mompesson and Mr. London ; 
and told him, if he had voted so, it would have 
been 10/. in his way, and that he could then have 
asked to keep him in his oflSce, but could not now 
ask it ; and another was appointed in his place. 

Cole said, Mr. Cable the then mavor treated five 
who voted for Mr. Mompesson and Mr. London, 
and several others at Mr. London's lodgings. 

Chalk, jun., said, that three weeks before the 
election, petitioner said to Mr. William Moor and 
the minister of the town that he would give 200/. 
to the borough if the corporation would choose 
him, but would not give any thing if he was not 
chosen : that Hewes asked votes for the petitioner, 
and told him he gave to Brown, jun., five guineas 
to engage his father's vote for the petitioner : that 
Toogood who asked votes for the petitioner, 
offered him 50/. to bring the petitioner into the 
House, &c., &c. 

Resolved, " That Charles Mompesson and 
Peter Bathurst, esqrs., are duly elected." 

Resolved, " That John London is not duly 
elected." 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of Henry the Eighth, it consists of a 
mayor, recorder, five aldermen, three capital bur- 
gesses, and eleven common-councilmen. 
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RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Nov. 98, 1702. The election of any person to 
be a burgess of Wilton, who has not taken the sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, according to the 
rites of the church of England within one year 
before such election is a void election. 

March 17, 1710. Agreed to be in the Mayor 
and Burgesses, who are to do all corporate acts 
and receive the sacrament. 

Number of voters — 20. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — Earl of Pembroke. 

political character. 

This being a corporation borough in which the 
rigbtof returning two members is vested in a select 
body of twenty, together with as many burgesses 
as these twenty corporators please to create, is like 
almost every other corporation in the united king- 
dom under the influence of a patron who nomi- 
nates both the representatives. 

In cities and boroughs so constituted, every 
description of protestant dissenters are precluded 
by the test and corporation acts from having votes, 
which places them in the situation of aliens, as far 
as respects corporate rights, and the privil^e 
thereby obtained of voting for representatives in 
Parliament. 

Wilton, on account of its vicinity to the seat of 
the Earl of Pembroke, is intirely under his Lord- 
ship's control, and his nomination of the mem- 
bers is iinal and commanding. 
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DOWNTON. 

DowNTON, or DoNCKTOx is a borough-towo 
and parish in the hundred of Downton, Wilts, 
five miles from Fordingbridge, and 90 from Lon- 
don ; containing 509 houses, and 9,4!s>6 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 177 were returned as being employed 
in various trades. The principal employment is 
lace-making and malting. It has no market; but 
fairs are held on the 93d April for cattle and ped- 
lary, and on 2d October for sheep and horses. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Parliament 
from the 23d Edward the First, to the 3Sth of 
£dward the Third, and then ceased till the 1st of 
Henry the Fifth, and from thence ceased again till 
the 20th of Henrv the Sixth : after which it has 
continued to return as other boroughs till this 
time. 

Petitions, &c. Feb. 19, 1640. Ordered that 
the cause concerning the election for this borough 
be heard on Saturday come fortnight before the 
Committee of Privileges: but we do not find any 
report. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
Committee of Privileges, touching the double re- 
turn for this borough, with the opinion of the com- 
mittee: 

That Thomas Fitz James and William Coles, 
esqrs., are returned by the bailiff to whom the war- 
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rant was directed, and ought to sit until the merits 
of the cause upon the said double return be deter- 
mined. 

May 9i 1660. Mr. Turner reported that Giles 
Eyre the younger, and John Elliot were duly 
chosen : to which the House agreed. 

July 3, l66l. ^'Sergeant Carleton reported a Joum. p. 
from the Committee of Privileges and Elections,"*' 
touching the election for the borough of Down- 
ton, that the question was, whether the out-iivers Gicnbmic 
that have freeholds, but no houses, within the bo- ▼•>-p-a3«- 
rough, had voices, and the opinion of the com- Ptekweiu 
roittee was that they had voices; and that Mr. ^'^'^*'**' 
Elliot and Mr. Eyre had the major voices and 
were duly elected, and ought to sit. But some 
members insisting that divers inconsiderable free- 
holders were fraudulently created, whereby the 
said Mr. Elliot and Mr. Eyre obtained the majo- 
rity of voices, concerning which some of the evi- 
dence was not heard. The question was put. 
That this House doth agree — whereupon the 
House divided — Noes \0\} — Ayes 108 — so it 
passed in the negative. Ordered, That the same 
be recommitted to the said committee, fully to 
examine the said piece of fraud." What the fraud 
was is not stated. 

Jan. 25, 1697. The House proceeded in the 
further examination of the matter, touching the 
false indorsement of Exchequer Bills. 

Resolved, " That Charles Duncomb, esq., a 
member of this House, having contrived and ad- 
vised the making false indorsements of Exchequer 

FART IT, VOL, III. 1 
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Bills, and paid the same into the receipt of Exche- 
quer for excise, although they had never passed 
through that revenue, be for the said offence com- 
mitted prisoner to his Majesty's Tower of London. 

Jan. 27. A petition of Charles Duncomb, esq., 
prisoner in the Tower. 

It appearing to this House on examination, and 
by the confession of Charles Duncomb, esq., a 
member of this House, that the said Mr. Dun- 
comb is guilty of contriving and advising the 
making false indorsements of Exchequer Bills, and 
of paying the same into the receipt of Exchequer 
for excise, although they had never passed through 
that revenue. 

** Resolved, ** That the said Mr. Duncomb be 
expelled this House. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Sir Charles Dun- 
comb, complaining of an undue return of John 
Eyre, esq. 

Mays, 1701. Petition withdrawn. 

The right of election in this borough being in 
the burgage-holders. The tenures which give 
this privilege were all the property of the families 
of the Earl of Radnor, or of Robert Shaftoe, esq., 
between whom an opposition subsisted for many 
years. 

This contest has caused a petition to Parliament 
at every election since the passing of the Grenville 
Act, to the year 1790. 

The first was tried in 1775, in which Sir Philip 
Hales, and John Cooper, esq., were petitioners or^ 
the Shaftoe interest, against Thomas Duncomb-^ 
esq., and Thomas Dummer, esq., sitting member^ 
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OD the Radnor interest ; in which the Shaftoe in- 
terest was successful. 

The second was tried in February, 1780, on the 
petition of Robert Shaftoe, esq., on his own in- 
terest, against the Hon. Bartholomew Bouverie,' 
on that of his brother, the Earl of Radnor ; in 
which Mr. Shaftoe was successful. 

The third was tried in March, 1781, in which 
John Saunders, esq., and Alexander Hume, esq., 
were petitioners, and Robert Shaftoe, esq., and the 
Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, esq., were sitting 
members ; when the Shaftoe interest was again 
successful. 

The fourth was tried in June and July, 1784, 
when there was a double return ; Mr. Shaftoe and 
the Hon. H. S. Conway, upon the Shaftoe interest, 
and the Hon. Edward Bouverie, and the present 
Sir William Scott, on the Radnor interest ; when 
Mr. Shaftoe was declared duly elected, and the 
election void with respect to a second member. 

The fifth petition was in consequence of the 
above vacancy, when a double return again took 
place: the Hon. E. Bouverie, in the Radnor in- 
terest, and the Hon. H. S. Conway, in the Shaftoe 
interest ; when the Shaftoe party was again suc- 
cessf u i . 

The sixth petition was at the general election, 
in 1790, which was tried the ensuing year, when 
Mr. Shaftoe and his colleague petitioned against 
the return of the Hon. Bartliolomew Bouverie, 
and Sir William Scott, who had been returned on 
the Radnor interest ; when that interest for the se- 
cond time became successful. 

I 2 
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Sept. 97, 1796. Mr. Wrightson and Mr. Mot- 
teux, and some of the inhabitants petitioned, but 
Mr. Wrightson not giving in his recognizance 
agreeable to law — Petition discharged. 

The number of legal votes in this borough do 
not appear to be above twenty. Sir Philip Halei 
and Mr. Cooper, in 1775, were declared duly 
elected with eleven, against ten votes ; but they 
are sometimes split into four times that number. 

The right is admitted to be in persons havii^ 
a freehold interest in burgage- tenements, holden 
by a certain rent, fealty, and suit of court of the 
Bishop of Winchester, who is lord of the borough, 
and paying reliefis on descent, and fines on aliena- 
tion. 

The points at issue upon these several petitions 
were, splitting, and occasionality ; and whether 
the returning officer was the deputy of the Bishop 
of Winchester's bailiflF, or the deputy of the steward 
of the lessee of the manor ; the said manor and 
borough having been leased out for lives from the 
reign of Elizabeth. 

The late Anthony Duncomb, Lord Feversham, 
was proprietor of the greater part of the burgages 
in Downton ; to some of which he was entitled 
under a settlement of Sir Charles Duncomb ; the 
rest he had purchased. Upon his death in 176:5 
without male issue, the settled estate descended to 
the late Mr. Duncomb ; the remainder of his es- 
tates in Downton, he by will directed to be sold 
for the benefit of his two daughters, giving the re- 
fusal of them to the Duncomb family, in order to 
prevent disputes. The present Earl of Radnor 
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Harried one of the daughters, and Mr. Bowatcr 
ha other. Mr. Duncomb also left a daughter, 
Harried to Mr. Shaftoe, to whom he bequeathed 
His Downton estate. The trusts of Lord Fever- 
iham's will not having been carried into execu- 
:ion^ the manner in which his trustees exerted the 
nfluence of his property, occasioned a new scheme 
»f election in Downton, after the dissolution of the 
Parliament in 17S0 ; tor, in the former elections, 
he opposition to Mr. Duncomb's family had not 
»een maintained by the estate of Lord Feversham, 
►rby any other family interest, but by the legal 
objections before mentioned ; but, in the elec- 
ions of 1784 and 1790, Mr. Shaftoe, having the 
trengtb of Mr. Duncomb's property, was opposed 
ly that of Lord Feversham's, which his trustees 
mployed for that purpose. 

The Bishop of Winchester's bailiff's deputy, and 

»ir Philip Hales, the lessee of the manors, stewards 

leputy, each taking upon them to act as returning 

officer. 

The former admitted upon his poll, 

For Shaftoe, 50 — Conway, 49 — Bouverie, 38 — 

M50tt, S7. 

The latter, upon his poll, made the numbers, 
For Bouverie, 44 — Scott,43— Shaftoe, 2— Con- 

The committee determined^ that the deputy 
toward of the lessee was the legal returning 
fficer. 

To follow this intricate investigation of the 
ight of twenty thatched cottages to return two 
Qemben to Parliament, would be a waste of our 
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time, and our readers* patience; nor would the 
volumes, to which we have limited our work, ad- 
mit a report of all the six cases. Should not a 
reform of this system of representation render this 
reporting business premature, we shall soon see 
the cases of boroughs without houses, and repre- 
sentatives without constituents, exceed the volu- 
minous bulk of the statutes at large. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 4, 177^. Was considered, by the counsel 
on both sides, in their arguments, to be in persons 
having a freehold interest in burgage tenements, 
holden, by a certain rent, fealty, and suit of court, 
of the Bishop of Winchester, who is lord of the 
borough, and paying reliefs on descent, and fines 
on alienation. 

I Dougl. El. 235. There is no determination 
on the right of election. 

Number of voters — about 20 ; sometimes 
split into eighty. 

Returning officer — the Deputy Steward 
of the lessee of the manor. 

Proprietor — Earl of Radnor. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Since the various petitions and litigations 
which are mentioned in the representative history 
of this borough to have taken place between the 
Earl of Radnor and Mr. Shaftoe ; the dispute is set 
at rest by the former having purchased the burgage- 
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holds belonging to the latter, and thereby become 
sole proprietor of the borough. 

If the right of election extended to every house- 
keeper in Downton the number of voters would 
be above five hundred : at present the few who 
are called electors being nominated by the propri- 
etor only for the day, to return any two names 
they are ordered, the right of voting here, as in all 
the burgage-tenure boroughs is actually in one 
person only. 



HINDON. 

HiNDOK is a borough and market town in the 
parish of East Knowle, in the hundred of Cawdon 
and Cadworth, Wilts, nine miles from Burford, 
and 96 from London ; containing 175 houses and 
793 inhabitants. Its market is on Thursday, and 
its fairs Monday before Whitsun week, and 99th 
October for cattle, pedlary, &c. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough first returned members to Parlia- 
ment 27 Henry VI. and has continued till the 
present time. There was a precept issued to it, 
7 Richard II. but it made no answer thereunto. 

March 27, 1621. Sir Henry Poole moveth three 
returns for this borough. 

April 18, Sir George Moore reported for this 
borough. The sheriff of Wiltshire directed his 
precept to the burgesses, not to the bailiff; upon 
this Sir John Davys and Mr. Antyll were elected. 
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And the second precept to the Irailiff of Down- 
ton, thereupon all but one, elected the former. 

Resolved : '* The election oi Mr. Antyll good, 
and a new writ in Sir John Davy's place." 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported a double re- 
turn for this borough. 

— 18. Mr. Turner reported that upon examina- 
tion of the fact, the question being whether the 
freemen in general ought to elect, or such only of 
them as pay scot and lot of tbe said borough ? 
The committee were of opinion, '' That the free- 
men in general ought to elect ; and that Sir Tho- 
mas Thynn, knt., who is returned in one of the 
indentures, together with George Grabham • iowe, 
esq., s duly elected, and ought to sit; and that 
the other indenture whereby Edmund Ludlow, esq. 
is returned, together with the said Mr. Grabham 
Howe be withdrawn, and the House resolved the 
same. 

Jan. 4, 1697. A petition of Reynolds Calthorp, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Col. Lee, 
by undue practices of one Sir James How who 
pretended to stand, and spent a great deal of money 
in treats; but at the time of election set up CoL 
Lee, whom the bailiff hath returned. 

Feb. L Mr. Calthorp withdrew his petition. 

Dec. la, 1698. A petition of Robert Hyde, and 
George Morley, esqrs., complaining of an undue 
return of Sir James How and Mr. Calthorp by 
several indirect and unlawful practices at and be- 
fore the election.— -No report. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Francis Pistell, 
Richard Street and other inhabitants paying scot 
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and lot within the borous^h, complaining of an un- 
due return of Reynolds Caithorp, esq., by arbi- 
trary proceedings of Cantelo Hughes the bailiff. 

Feb. 17. A petition of George Morley, esq,, to 
the same effect. 

April 3, 1701. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported 
that the candidates at the said election were Sir 
James How, iMr. Calthorp, and the petitioner; 
and the election of the former was not questioned; 
and upon the polT there were, 

For Mr. Calthorp 70 

Mr. Morley 62 

That the petitioner insisted, that the right of elec- 
tion was in the bailiff, burgesses, and such inha- 
bitants only, who paid scot and lot. 

The sitting member, that the right was in the 
bailiff, burgesses, and inhabitants not receiving 
alms. 

After many witnesses had been heard, the com* 
mi t tee resolved : 

" That the right of election of members to serve 
in Parliament for this borough, is in the inhabit- 
ants not receiving alms.'' 

They then went upon the article of bribery. 

Henry Hill said that Mr. Burlington, Mr. 
Hicks, and Mr. Stevens were agents of Mr. Cal- 
thorp; and that the said Hill and ten others were 
asked to vote for Mr. Calthorp and had twenty 
shillings each. 

Sherringham and many others owned receiving 
twenty shillings each to vote for Mr. Calthorp, 

SCC.y &C. 

The petitioner was also charged with ill prac- 
tices, and to prove them, 
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John Tyler said Samuel Powel gave him a gui- 
nea and eighteen shillings and sixpence to vote 
for Mr. Morley. 

William Wyer and many others acknowledged 
bribery. 

Waterman Frith, &c. were evidence as to treat- 
ing, &c. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved : 

^' That Reynolds Calthorp, esq., is not duly 
elected/' 

" That George Morley, esq., is not duly 
elected." 

The resolutions concerning the right of election 
and relating to Mr. Calthorp were twice read and 
agreed to. 

The resolution, touching the election of Mr. 
Morley, was on the second reading, disagreed to : 
and the clerk of the crown ordered to attend, to 
amend the return, by razing out the name of Mr. 
Calthorp, and inserting Morley's name instead 
thereof. 

Oct. 24, 1702. The House being informed that 
George Morley, esq., a member of this House 
hath been guilty of bribery, in relation to his elec- 
tion for this borough. 

Ordered : ** That Mr. Morley do attend in his 
place." 

97- Mr. Morley attended and the charge opened 
against him by Mr. Jervoise ; when Mr. Morley 
insisted upon his innocence. 

Nov. 26. Mr. Jervoise delivered in his charge, 
" That George Morley, esq., and his agents Mr. 
William Pistell, Richard Street, senior, Samuel 
Brachen, John Symson, bailiJOT, William Oban, 
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Farmer Lauger, and John Huddendid, by bribes 
and corrupt or illega practices procured the said 
Mr. Morley to be returned/* 

Nov. 4. A petition of Thomas James and John 
Andei*son in behalf of themselves, and others the 
unbribed burgesses of this borough, against Mr. 
Morley to the above effect, &c. 

Nov. 27. The House proceeded in hearing the 
matter of the said charge and also the petition, 
and a motion made and the question put, *' That 
George Morley, esq., is duly elected, which was 
disagreed to." 

Ordered : ^^ That leave be given to bring in a bill 
for the disfranchising this borough from electing 
members to serve in Parliament: and that Mr. 
Harley, Lord Mordaunt, and Mr. Scobell do pre- 
pare and bring in the bill/' 

Dec. 4. Mr. Harley presented the bill. 

Dec. 11. The bill was read a second time, and 
committed. 

Resolved : ^^ The House will on Tuesday next 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole House 
upon the said bill.'' 

Dec. 14. A petition of some of the inhabitants 
of this borough praying that the said borough may 
not be disfranchised, they submitting to such re- 
gulations as shall be thought necessary. 

Jan. 19. The House resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on the bill for disfranchising this borough. 

Jan. 23. Mr. Harley reported the amendments 
made by the committee to the bill ; which were 
agreed to by the House. 
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A clause was offered to be added to the bill. 
That all the freeholders, within the hundred of 
Downlon, in the county of Wilts, shall have a 
right to vote for Parliament men for this borough, 
together with the present electors : and the same 
was read twice and agreed to. 

Another clause was offered to be added to the 
bill. That no person, who, by virtue of any bur- 
gage or freehold lands, has a right to vote for a 
burgess for the borough of Downton, shall, by 
virtue of such burgage or freehold, be intitled to 
vote tor a burgess for Hindon, and the same being 
read, was agreed to by the House to be made part 
of the bill. 

Feb. 8. Resolved : ** The bill do pass; and that 
the title be, an act for preventing bribery and cor- 
ruption in the election of members to serve in par- 
liament for the borough of Hindon, in the county 
of Wilts." 

Ordered : *' That Mr. Ha^rley do carry the bill 
to the lords, and desire their concurrence there- 
unto. 

Mr. Harley carried the bill to the lords the 
same day ; where it dropt. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Reynolds Cal- 
thorp, esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir 
James How, and Mr. Lambert, by bribery by 
themselves and their agents. 

Feb. 12. The House proceeded to hear the me- 
rits of the said election, Resolved : That Sir James 
How, bart., is not duly elected. 

That Edmund Lambert and Reynolds Cal- 
thorp, esqrs., are duly elected. 
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Dec. 3, 1810. A petition of Reynolds Calthorp, 
esq*, and George Morley, esq. 

Withdrawn; and the House being informed from 
the said Mr. Calthorp that he waved his return, 

Ordered : '^ That the double return be amended, 
by taking off the indenture whereby Mr. Cal- 
thorpe was returned.*' 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Edmund Lam- 
bert, esq., complaining of an undue return of Ri- 
chard Lockwood and Reynolds Calthorp, esq., by '^ 
bribery and other illegal practices by themselves 
and agents. — No report. 

^ March 26, 1715. A petition of George Wil- 
cocks, esq., complaining of an undue return of 
Major-general Wade and Mr. Calthorp, by par- 
tiality of the mayor and other illegal practices. 

March ao. Petition withdrawn. 

Jan. 27, 1728. Henry Fox and Greorge Fox, 
esqrs., petitioned. 

April IS. Resolved : ^^ That the right of election 
is in the Inhabitants of houses within the borough, 
being housekeepers not receiving alms ; and that 
the sitting members are duly elected. 

The right of election in this borough is in the 
bailiff and inhabitants paying scot and lot, the 
number of which is one hundred and ten. Shafts- 
bury, Arundel, Stockbridge, Cricklade, Uchester, 
and this place, have exhibited the most flagrant 
acts of bribery and corruption before committees 
of the House of Commons, nearly similar in their 
circumstances, and equally injurious in their 
consequences to those which we have reported of 
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Shoreham, Crickiade, and Aylesbury ; though the 
three last are the only places to which an effec- 
tual remedy has been applied, by carrying the 
right of suffrage to such an extent of district, as 
shall increase the number of voters to an extent 
which the purse of an individual cannot reach. 

The case of Hindon and Ilchester, are the onlv 
two in the present reign, in which the House of 
Commons have directed a prosecution against the 
sitting members, or petitioners ; and in this in- 
stance it appears to have been attended with sin- 
gular hardship, as the promises made to the elec- 
tors, on behalf of the sitting members, were, by an 
imprudent and unpardonable officiousness of their 
agents, without either the authority or knowledge 
of their principals ; and the petitioners upon their 
trial were acquitted. 

The petitions were heard before a committee of 
the House of Commons, in the month of Febru- 
ary, 1775. The sitting members were T. B. Hol- 
lis, esq., and General Smith ; the petitioners, 
Richard Beckford, esq., and James Calthorpe, esq. 
Reciprocal charges of bribery were made by each 
party, and substantially proved against the agents 
of both ; whereupon the committee determined, 

** That Richard Smith, esq., is not duly elected 
a burgess to serve in this present Parliament for the 
borough of Hindon, in the county of Wilts/' 

" That Thomas Brand HoUis, esq., is not duly 
elected a burgess to serve in this present Parlia- 
ment for the said borough of Hindon.'" 

** That James Calthorp, esq., one of the peti- 
tioners, is not duly elected a burgess to serve in 
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this present Parliament for the said borough of 
Hindon." 

*^ That Richard Beckford, esq., one of the peti- 
tioners, is not duly elected a burgess to serve in 
this present Parliament for the said borough of 

That the last election to serve in this present 
Parliament for the said borough was a void elec- 
tion. 

At the same time Mr. Dundas acquainted the 
House, that in the course of the examination into 
the merits of the petition of James Calthorpe, esq., 
and Richard Beckford, esq., it having appeared to 
the committee, that the most flagrant and noto- 
rious acts of bribery and corruption had been prac- 
tised ; and that a very considerable majority of the 
electors of the borough of Hindon had been bribed 
and corrupted in a very gross and extraordinary 
manner ; and that several others of the said elec- 
tors had been concerned as agents for that pur- 
pose; the committee, desirous that the House 
might adopt such measures as may discourage, 
and if possible put an end to a practice so sub- 
versive of the freedom of elections, had directed 
him to lay before the House the whole of the evi- 
dence given before the said committee, with their 
opinions thereupon. And he read the report in 
his place, and afterwards delivered it in at tbe 
table, where the same was read ; and the resolu* 
tions of the committee are as follows : 

Resolved : *' That it appears to this committee, 
that Richard Smith, esq., by his agenti, has been 
guilty of notorious bribery, in endeavouring to 
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procure himself to be elected and returned a bur* 
gess to serve in this present Parliament for the 
borough of Hindon, in the county of Wilts/' 

The like resolution respecting Mr. Hollis. 

Resolved : " That it appears to this committee, 
that James Calthorpe, esq., by his agents, has been 
guilty of notorious bribery, in endeavouring to 
procure himself to be elected and returned a bur- 
gess, to serve in this present Parliament for the 
said borough of Hindon.'' 

Resolved : '^ That it appears to this committee, 
that Richard Beckford, esq., has, by his agents, en- 
deavoured, by promise of money, to procure him- 
self to be elected and returned a burgess, to serve 
in this present Parliament for the said borough of 
• Hindon/' 

Resolved : " That it appears to this committee, 
that the Reverend John Nairn, of Hindon ; Fa- 
sham Nairn, esq., late of Bury-strcet, St. 
James's; Francis Ward, of Sherborne-lane, Lon- 
don ; Stevens, a butcher at Salisbury, commonly 
called Jobber Stevens, &c., &c., (\n all thirteen, 
specified by name,) have acted as agents, and have 
been accessary to, and concerned in, notorious acts 
of bribery and corruption that have been practised 
at the last election for the said borough of Hin- 
don.'' 

Resolved : ^' That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that the House be moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to disfranchise the said borough of Hin- 
don, in the county of Wilts." 

The consideration of this report was adjourned 
till the S3d of February ; and in the mean time, 
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ao. order was made that the Speaker should not 
issue his warrant for a new writ till the House 
proceeded to such consideration. 

On that day it was ordered, ^* That leave be 
given to bring in a bill to incapacitate, from voting 
at elections of members of Parliament, one hundred 
and ninety persons by name, (including several of 
those mentioned in the fifth resolution of the com- 
mittee,) out of two hundred and ten who had polled 
at the election ; and for the preventing bribery and 
corruption in the election of members to serve in 
Parliament for Hindon/' 

Mr. Dundas, Mr. Byng, Mr. Elwes, and the 
other members of the committee, were ordered to 
prepare and bring in this bill ; and in the mean 
time it was resolved, ^^ That the Speaker should 
not issue his warrant to make out a new writ for 
a month longer." 

On the 8th of March, Mr. Dundas presented 
the bill, which was read, and ordered to be read a 
second time on the S.Qth of that month. It was 
of course also ordered to be printed; and a printed 
copy of the bill, with the order for the second 
rentling, was ordered to be served on all the per- 
sons nam^ in it ; and it was resolved, ^' That 
leaving them, at their respective abodes should be 
good service.*' 

The day following (the 29th of March) the order 
of the day being read, and the question being pro- 
posed for reading the bill a second time, the mes- 
senger, who had been charged with the service of 
the copies of it on the parties, was called to prove 
such service; and Thomas Spencer, one of the 

PAKT If. VOL. iir. K 
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persons named in the bill, was, at his own desire, 
heard on behalf of himself against the bill ; thed, 
in consequence of a motion for that purpose, the 
entry on the Journals of the House, of the 2!2d of 
March, 1729-3, and the 4th of April, 1793, of the 
proceedings of the House upon the bill for inflicting 
certain pains and penalties upon Francis, Lord 
Bishop of Rochester, was read ; after which, the 
bill was read a second time ; and it was resolved, 
^* That it should be considered in a committee of 
the whole House, on the 5th of April, and that 
the petitioners against it should be heard before 
that committee by themselves or their counsel/' 

'* That it be an instruction to the said committee 
of the whole House, that they have power to re- 
ceive a clause, or clauses, for inflicting a suitable 
punishment on the said Richard Smith, esq., fi>r 
his said offence/* 

It passed in the negative. 

And the second resolution being read, and a 
similar question put respecting Mr. Hollis, that 
likewise passed in the negative ; which being 
done, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the bill. 

In this committee, it being proposed to call cer- 
tain persons named in the bill, and incapacitated 
by it, to prove the allegations it contained, (for it 
had been debated and settled in the House, in 
some former stage of the business, that the evi- 
dence before the select committee, and reported 
by them, could not be admitted upon this occa- 
sion,) it was objected, that they, being parties, 
and like defendants in an indictment, eould not. 
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without overtufttihg the knowh tailed of hw mA 
justice, be received as witnesses in this case. This 
objection produced a debate ; atid though it Was 
treated as of ho weight, by some gentlemen of the 
long robe, it was strenuously supported by othein, 
dtld proved fatal to the bill ; for all the persons 
who were capable of provihg the facts, and who 
had proved thfem before the sele(!t cotnmittee. Were 
themselves offenders, and named in the bill. 

When the Speaker re^Uilied the chair, on a mo- 
tion of Mr. Dundas, leave was given tb bring in a 
ti^w bill, similar to th^ former, but leavihg out the 
named of certain persons, ivho were intended to be 
ifiade use of as witiiesses; dtid Mr. Solicitor-ge- 
neral, Sir George Hay, Mr. Grenvllle, and Lord 
Gck^rge Gehnaine, together with the members of 
the Select committee, wefe ordered to prepare and 
bring it in. 

Od W^tiesday, the 19th of April, Mr. Dundas 
(presented this neW bill ; which being received, and 
f^ad the first time, the House was moved, that the 
four first resolutions Of the select committee should 
be rehd ; atid this bciing accordingly done, the 90th 
day of ApHI Was appointed for the second reading. 
A sitiiils^ at6ibt to what had been made on the fdr- 
m^ oecHSiain, was now made relative to the serving 
of the p^rtifes with copies ; and orders were made 
severally, that Francis Mead, Thomas SpenceJ-, 
John Becket, (bakery) John Becket, son of VTil- 
liktn, John Baldwin, William Crabb, Thomas 
Pehry, Thomas Ri(:hardson, and Thomas Mor^, 
p6rsdti§ iiamed \ti the formet, but omitted in this 

^9 
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bill, should atteDd the House at the time appointed 
for the second reading. 

The order of the day being now read, the bill 
was ordered to be read a second time, and the 
counsel against it (Mr. Pepys for the petitioners 
incapacitated by the bill ; Mr. Bearcroft for the 
other petitioners, electors of Ilindon ; and Mr. 
Macdonald for the Rev. Mr. Nairn) being called 
in, the bill was read a second time, and the peti- 
tion of Thomas Howell and others was read, and 
counsel heard. 

The bill was then committed to a committee of 
the whole House for the ensuing day; and tbe 
several petitions were referred to that committee, 
and the witnesses ordered to attend. 

On Thursday the 27th of April, the petition of 
Thomas Howell and others, praying to be admitted 
witnesses, was referred to the committee of tb^ 
whole House: and Mr. Elwes, chairman of that 
committee, reporting that Thomas Howell, oo 
being examined in relation to the non-attendance 
of Thomas Spencer and John Becket, two of the 
witnesses who had been summoned, had grossly 
prevaricated, he was ordered to be committed to 
Newgate; and afterwards, Mr. Elwes reporting, 
that William Lucas, being examined before the 
committee, had grossly prevaricated, and given 
false evidence, he was ordered to be committed to 
the Gate-bouse. 

A similar report, and the like order, were made, 
concerning Henry Chant ; and Mr. Elwes report- 
ing, that Spencer and Becket had attended the 
day before, in pursuance of the order of the House, 
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but had purposely kept out of the way, to avoid 
being served with the order for. their attendance 
this day, they were ordered to be sent for in 'cus- 
tody of the sergeant at arms: and an order being 
made for the House to resolve itself again, on the 
Tuesday following, into a committee of the whole 
House, for the future consideration of the bill, the 
orders for the attendance of the witnesses were re- 
newed. 

On Monday the 1st of May, Thomas Howell 
was ordered to be removed from Newgate to the 
Gate-house, having petitioned the House for that 
purpose. 

On Tuesday the 9d of May, the sergeant at arms 
being called upon to give an account of what had 
been done, in relation to the taking Thomas Spen- 
cer, and John Becket, the messengers who were 
sent in search of them informed the House, that 
very strict inquiry had been made after them, but 
that they were not as yet taken : upon which the 
committee of the whole House, for the considera- 
tion of the bill, was put off till the Monday fol- 
lowing; the orders for the witnesses were renewed; 
and it being suspected, from the testimony given 
by the persons who had been committed, that Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Fasham Nairn had been concerned 
in secreting Spencer and Becket, they were ordered 
to attend on the Monday. 

On Monday the 8th of May, petitions were pre- 
sented from Howell and Lucas, acknowledging 
their prevarications, which they said were unia- 
tentional ; but alleging they had declared all they 
knew concerning Spencer and Becket, and de- 



134 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

siriog) on account of their poverty, ^nd their having 
faoiiiiea to maintain, that they might h^ adn^itted 
to. ask pardon at the bar of the House, and Ue dii- 
charged without the payqie^t of fees^. 

These petitions were ordered to lie on thf tab|e. 

The like informatiop as on the Tuesday prec?d- 
ipg, was given by the messengers who bad heso 
sent in s^earch of them, concerning Speacer ^^^ 
Becket. 

Mr. Smith and Captain Fasham Nairn were 
then examined, in relation to the non-attend^c^ 
of Spencer and Becket ; after which, the order of 
the day, for the committee of the whole House on 
(his business b^ing read, it was resolved, ^^ That 
it appeared to the House, that from the absence 
of Spencer s^d becket, two o^aterial witnesses in 
support of the bill, it would not be expedient to 
proceed Ul it this session of Parliament/' 

it was then severalty resolved. That the Houie 
would take the report of the select committee who 
were appointed to try t^e p(e.tition of James Cal- 
tborpe ^ifA Richard Peckford, esq., into further 
consideration as early ^% possible the next session; 
that until then no w^a^ran^ ijor a^ new writ should 
be ordered; e^94thats^n h^o^bl^ address. should b^ 
l^resented to the kii9g, to is^u^ a proclamation fjw 
apprehending Spence; a^d Qeclfet, with the pfo^ 
mise of a reward, so that they might be deliveredi 
into the ciistody g»f (b? si^rgeant at arms dv^ri.ng 
this sesaj.on of Parliwpent ; and ^his address waa 
oifd^ed tQ b^ presented, by such n>^mbers of the 
HoiMse aa were ^lemlpers o^ the privy -council. 

Xhftn, ufHm inotiwp f^w %k9i% pwpoiBi^ l,he first 
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resolution of the select comaiittee, as agreed to by 
the House on the 93d of February, was read ; and 
then, upon a motion for that purpose, the following 
entry in the votes of the House, of the 5th of De- 
cember last, was read. 

Resolved : ^' That if it shall appear that any 
person hath procured himself to be elected or re- 
turned a member of this House, or endeavoured so 
to be, by bribery, or any other corrupt practices, 
this House will proceed with the utmost severity 
s^inst such person/' 

And an order made, 

*^ That the attorney-general do forthwith prose^ 
cute Richard Smith, esq., for the said oflFence.'* 

The second resolution was read in like manner, 
and the like order made, that the attorney-general 
should prosecute Mr. Uollis. 

The third resolution being also read, a motion 
made, and the question proposed, that the attorney** 
general should prosecute James Caltborpe, esq., 
the previous question was put, and resolved in the 
affirmative ; and then the like order was made for 
the prosecution of Mr. Caltborpe. 

Lastly, the fourth resolution being read, it was 
ordered that the attorney-general should likewise 
forthwith prosecute Mr. Beckford. 

The address for apprehending of Spencer and 
Becket was presented to the King, and the pro- 
clamation issued; but on Thursday, the 11th 
of May, they surrendered themselves; and, it being 
severally resolved by the House, '^ That they had 
putposely absconded, in order to avoid beiii^ 
served with a» cord^ for their attendance, as wiu 
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nesses, on a committee of the House/* they were 
ordered to be committed to Newgate. 

On the 8rh of May, 1775» the Mouse resolved 
to take the whole matter into their most serious 
consideration as early as possible in the next ses- 
sion of Parliament, and that, in the mean time, no 
warrant should be ordered for a new writ. 

On the 3l8t of January, 1776, an order was 
made, that leave should be given to bring in a bill 
for the same purposes with the two which had 
been brought in during the former session. 

Monday the 5th of February, the hill was 
brought in, and the second reading was fixed for 
the 19tb. 

Various petitions were presented by interested 
parties against the bill ; who were heard by coun- 
sel ; and after innumerable debates and adjourn- 
ments, the House oeme to the following resolu- 
tion — 

Resolved: ^* That this House will, upon this 
day three months, resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole House, to consider further of the bill 
to incapacitate certain persons therein mentioned 
from voting at elections for members to serve in 
Parliament for the borough of Hindon, in the 
county of Wilts." 

The reader will perceive, that by this resolution 
the bill was virtually thrown out ; it was known 
that the session would be at an end long before the 
day appointed for taking it again into considera-^ 
tion ; and all bills depending at the end of a ses^ 
sion fall of course to the ground. If the Hous^ 
had intended to take up the affair in the sue--- 
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ceeding session, they would have come to a like 
resolution with that of the 8th of May, 1775; but 
in truth there was no such design. 

Mr. Douglas observes, that there would be 
great difficulty in fixing on the new class of voters, 
because the influence of different gentlemen of 
property in the neighbourhood of the place would 
iiave been more or less increased, or diminished, 
according as the freeholders of one, two, or more 
hundreds should have been admitted to a particN 
pation of the right of election. There was some 
danger therefore, that a law which, in its origin, 
was intended to be a public benefit, and to amend 
the constitution, might, in the end, turn out a 
mere job, and become subservient to the particular 
interest of certain individuals; in short, many who 
had at first promoted and supported the bill, began 
10 the course of the session to alter their opinion 
with regard to it, or lost at least much of the zeal 
which they had formerly shewn for its success. 
On the different occasions when it was to be taken 
into consideration, there was often other business 
more urgent, and more generally interesting, to be 
discussed ; and by the time that was finished, and 
the order of the day for the House to resolve itself 
into a committee on the Hindon bill called for, 
the greater number of members, already worn out 
by long attendance, were glad to leave the House: 
advantage was taken of this by some gentlemen, 
who, from the beginning, made no scruple of 
avowing their resolution of employing every means 
and every stratagem which the forms of procedure 
in the House of Commons should furnish, orau- 
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thorise, in order to defeat the bill. Forty mem* 
bers sure necessary to constitute a House ; and if 
it appear that there is not that number present, an 
immediate adjournment must take place. When- 
ever those gentlemen imagined the number present 
was under forty, they moved that the House 
should be counted ; and in this manner the pro- 
ceedings were, at several times, suddenly stopped ; 
vi:i. on Thursday the 7th of March, on Wednesday 
the S7th of thai month, and on Tuesday the 7tb 
of May. Another art was practised with equal or 
even greater success : every possible objection to 
the admissibility of evidence was either raised by 
soioe D^ember of the House, or taken by the conn* 
set who attended at the bar, on the part of the 
pim^ps who had petitioned against the bill ; al- 
most every such obj*Mtion produced an argument, 
a debate, a question, and a division. Thus the 
progress of the business was clogged and retarded 
so very effectually, as to make even those who 
continued the most anxious promoters of it, des- 
paiiv clever bringing it to a conclusion; insomuch, 
that at length, by a sort of tacit agreement of all 
parties, tbe whole was dropped on the Sth of 
May, 1776, and a new writ ordered to be issued 
for tbe electing of two burgesses to serve in Par- 
liament for the borough of Hindon, by which 
means the fate of Shoreham and Cricklade was 
avoided. 
Peckweii, Richard Reckford, esq., petitioned against the 
376Vnoce. election of Richard Smith, esq., in 1776. A com- 
mittee to try this case was chosen Jan. S7, 1777. 
The evidence for the petition consisted in the ori- 
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giaal petit^Qp^ U 1774, the proo^diqg^ m the 
House of Commoo^ upon the upec^^l report of the 
select committee, the coavictipn pf| and judgipeDt 
against, Mr. H- Soaith for tMribery» aqd the acquittal 
Qf Mr. Bf^Qlf:fcM[d, the petiUoner ; the miwute^ of 
the former committee, from which (he ^vnieAee 
of the witnesses was read as original evidence for 
the present petiticoier, and the proceedings at the 

^tection Qf \77Q^ Mr. R. 5 with hftd paused his 
hTQth^. Mj;, Jqs, 8with» tflibe propq^ed dwing ttie 

eJ^UoA : Mr. Jq9^ S^itfe had ?4w a migoritj ov«r 
]Vf r, Bieckfwd- T||i? letMrn ^ H, Dawlitins, enq^ 
the other ^ttifpg member^ was qot qu««t;]€aM4- 
Mr, Beql^fojcd at^ted ip his petition, that he tw4 » 
fft^Q^itjf Ijwth wei; Mr. ftichwd wd Mr, Joseph 

Swi)il;i,^ Qn the S9th of Ja^u^ry, the eliectiov of 
one buige^s wa^ declared vwln 

May 7) 1784, a number of vQten pce9ept#d e 
petition against the el^ticm of liloyd Ka9yK)n, 

e^. Qn\y one of th(^ petitioners oe^Jd wiito. 
Ordered to he heatd that dey f^ oapDtha. 

May 18, 1784- A petition of Sdward Cotf- 
fQfd and, K Perhoy&ie^ eaqif. 

CORPORATtpl^. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTIOl^. 

April 3, 1701. Is in the Bailiff^ Burgesses, and 
vtfih I«h9hilai9tf Qipdy a^ p#y aeot and lot. 

Mayr \% [JQil, U i« the lnhal^it«»ls of the said 
^Onough noli receivwg ^ij^^ 

Ag?^e4 to hy t)va florae. 

ApiU tf , 174^ Is w tbQ InhabitOAtft of hwises 
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within the said borough, being Housekeepers and 
Parishioners, not receiving alms. 

Number of voters — 110. 

Returning officer — the Bailiff. 

Proprietors — Lord Calthorpe and William 
Beckfbrd, esq. 

political character. 

The representative history of this borough will 
enable the reader to form a pretty accurate idea of 
the state of corruption prevailing in all other bo- 
roughs. Some of them conduct the business with 
more caution and secrecy, and others have been 
fortunate enough to escape the same exposure by 
the disinclination that naturally arises from a dread 
of the enormous expense that an unsuccessiiil can- 
didate incurs in bringing these enormities before a 
competent tribunal. 

Hindon is now become the joint property of 
Lord Calthorpe, who is lord of the manor, and 
appoints at his court-leet the bailiff, and William 
Beckford, esq., of Fonthill Abbey, but we have 
not yet learned that it is become more immaculate, 
as the voters continue to receive a certain sum of 
money at every election. 

WESTBURY. 

Westbury, a borough, market-town, and pa- 
rish, in the hundred of the same name, Wilts; con- 
tains 344 houses and 1,837 inhabitants. It has a 
considerable traffic in malting, and a manufacture 
in broad cloth. Market on Friday. Fairs, first 
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Friday in Lent, and Easter Monday, and Whit- 
Monday. 

REl^RESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Parliament 
27th of Henry VI. 

Petitions, &c. May9f 1671. Thomas Longe, i Joum. 
jent., who was returned for this borough, and who ^g^i,^^^ 
was deemed not of sufficient capacity to serve in ▼•».?• 
Parliament, confessed that he had given Anthony 
Grarlande, mayor of Westbury, and one Watts of 
the same town, the sum of four pounds for that 
ptace and room of burgess-ship ; and it was or- 
Jered by the House that the said Garlande and 
Watts should immediately repay the said T. Longe 
the said sum of four pounds, and also that a fine 
3f twenty pounds be, by this House^ assessed upon 
the corporation of the said town, to the queen's 
majesty's use, for the said lewd and slanderous 
Attempt; and that the said T. Longe, his execu* 
tors and administrators, shall be discharged .igainst 
the said A. Garlande and Watts, their heirs, &c., 
for all bonds made by the said T. Longe touching 
the discharge of the said place of burgess-ship.* 

Lord Mansfield is reported to have said, when 
informed of this case, that the fine could not be 
imposed by the House of Commons, but by the 
Star Chamber. 

Feb. 21, 1677. A petition of William Tren- 
chard, esq., complaining of an undue return for 
this borough. 

* This is the first iastance of bribery that occurs iu the Hu- 
ory of the House Commons. 
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Mny 6, l67i. Sir Thomas Meeres from the 
. committee reported, that they had considered the 
said matter, and resolved : 

** That the presetit return of Henry Bertie, esq., 
is a good return/^ 

May 93. The petition of William Trenchardj 
esq., and Edward Norton, esq. 

Nov. 96. Sir John Tfevor reported from the 
committee four resolves, vi^. 

'* That Henry Bertie, esq., is not duly elected.** 

** Thst Richard Lewis, esq., is not duly elected.*' 

** That W. Trenchard, esq., is duly elected.' 

** That Edward Norton, esq., is duly elected.^ 

Oct. 94, 1709. A petition of Henry Bertie dnd 
Robert Bertie, esqrs., complaining of an undtie re- 
turh of William Trenchard and Thomas Phipps. 

Det. 1« Mr. Brdtnley reported^ that the com^ 
mittee resolved : 

^< That the tedafltd of burgage-houses by lease 
for years absolute have a right t6 V6te at the elec- 
tion of members to derve in Parliament for thil 
borough.** 

That the petitioners* coilhsel excepted to several 
who did not reside in the borough at the time of 
the election. After which they proceeded to the 
proving of bribery, wheti many witnesses were 
called. 

Resolved: '' That William Trenchard and Tho- 
mas Phipps, esqrs., are not duly elected.** 

" That Henry Bertie and Robert Bertie, esqm., 
are duly elected.** 

There having been a double return in 1715, viz. 
Henry Bertie, Francis Annesley, George Evans, 
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and Charles AlaDBon, e^re. ; after much debate, 
the committee resolved : '* That the right of elec* 
tion of memhers to serve tn Parliament for this 
borough is in every tenant of any burgage-tene^^ 
ment in fee for life, or ninety^^nine years deter- 
minable on lives, or by copy of court-roll, paying 
a burgage rent of four-pence, or two-pence yearly, 
being resident within the borough, and not re- 
ceiving alms." 

After which, many witnesses were called to dia* 
qualify votes, and to provfe bribery and other cor- 
rupt practices ; amongst whom Samuel Sweetland 
said, that Zachariah Bailey, who made interest for 
the petitioners, told him there were two gentlemen 
sent down by the Lord Chancellor Cowper, and 
now was the time to do his family service : he 
offered the witness thirty guineas to vote for the 
petitioners ; and said, if that was not enough, he 
should have forty or fifly; and if the witness 
would engage his brother-in-law, Michael God- 
dard, Bailey promised him 1000/. security, that 
he should have a place in the Stamp-office which 
Gibbs formerly had ; and said, that it now laid in 
the Lord Chancellor's breast to dispose of that 
office. Bailey likewise said to him, that the Lord 
Chancellor could turn out what justices of the 
peace he pleased ; and that Mr. Long would be 
put out, and Mr. Bennet put in ; that Mr. Long 
made interest for the sitting members, and Mr. 
Bennet for the petitioners ; that Mr. Bennet has a 
parsonage at Westbury of 3 or 400/. yearly. 

Resolved: " That Mr. Bertie and Mr. Annesley 
are not duly elected/' 
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" That the Right Hon, George Lord Carbery 
and Charles Allanson, esq., are duly elected/' 

George, Lord Carbery, and Thomas Bennet, 
esq., petitioned against the election of James Ber- 
tie and Francis Annesley in 1733. The sitting 
members were voted duly elected 1734. 
LudcB, Sir John Lambert, bart., and Henry Cornish, 

V.Ul.p.l56. •^. 

aiJoura. esq., petitioned in 1737; the latter died. The 
petition being renewed the following session in 
the names of both, but signed only by the survivor, 
the committee was ordered to proceed on the peti- 
tion, as far as it related to the latter, who after- 
wards withdrew it. 

In 1734-5, James Bertie, esq., petitioned, but 
omitted to give in his qualification as required. 

March 16, 1747. John Bance and Paul Me- 
thuen, esqrs., were declared not duly elected. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, and twelve bur- 
gesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Dec. 1, 1703. " The tenants of burgage houses 
by lease, for years absolute, have a right to vote." 

June 1, 1715. '* Is in every tenant of any bur- 
gage tenement in fee, for lives, or ninety-nine 
years, determinable on lives, or by copy of coiirt- 
roU, paying a burgage rent of fourpence or two- 
pence yearly, being resident within the said bo- 
rough, and not receiving alms.'' 

Number of voters — 34 nominallv, but ac- 
tually only one. 
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Returning OFFICER — the Mayor. 
Proprietor— Sir Manasseh Lopez, bart. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The right of election in this borough is of a 
particular nature, being in every tenant of any 
burgee tenement in fee, for lives, or ninety*nine 
years, determinable on lives, or by copy of court- 
roll, paying a burgage-rent of fourpence,^or two- 
pence yearly, being resident witlrin the said bo- 
rough, and not receiving alms. There are three 
kinds of burgage- holds; viz., freehold, copyhold, 
and leasehold. In some places the proprietor of 
the burgage-hold only has a right to vote; in 
others, it is in the tenant or occupier of such a 
tenure; so that the same perplexities and doubts 
which arise, as to the right of voting in corpora- 
tion boroughs, happen also in places of this de- 
scription. 

These bui^age- tenures were all, except two, 
the property of the Earl of Abingdon, who, pre- 
vious to the last general election in 1819, sold 
them to Sir Manasseh Lopez, who nominates both 
the members. 

The price of these rotten conveyances has been 
said to be seventy-five thousand pounds, and Sir 
Manasseh has had to rebuild most of the tottering 
fabrics since his purchase, as residence is a ne- 
cesssLvy qualification at this place, the same as at 
Haslemere in Surrey, for those who are made free- 
holders for an hour, to enable them to perform 
their respective parts in the election farce. 

These nominal electors are never trusted with Peckwdi, 

V. i.p. aotf. 
E'ART II. VOL. III. L 
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the possession of the deeds for which they voU: 
they are generally brought* in a bag to the place of 
election by an attorney, and carried back to the 
borough proprietor in the same manner. This is 
the custom at East Grinstead, Haslemere, Peters- 
field, Midhurst, and all the burgage- tenure and 
freehold boroughs wbic^b send members to Par- 
liament. 



HEYTESBURY. 

HsiTSBURY, or HsYTESBURY, is a bonough 
in the hundred of Heitabury, Wilts, standing on 
the river Whilley, four miles from Warminster, 
and 93i from Loqdon ; containing 196 houses 
and 1,079 inhabitants, of whom 611 were returned 
as being employed in various trades and mans- 
factures. Of late years a considerable wooUea 
manufacture has been established here, which has 
much increased its population. It formerly had 
a market, and has now a fair on May 14 for cattle. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough never sent miembers to Parliament 
till the 28tb of Henry VI., and from thence to 
this time. 

Petitions, &c. Sei^eant Carleton reported 
from the Committee of Privileges and Elections, 
touching the return for this borough. That Sir 
Charles Berkley and Henry Coker, esq., are re- 
turned by one indenture, and Sir Joseph Ash and 
John Jollyffe, esq., by another ; and that it was 
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the opinion of the committee, ^' That neither of 
the returns were good ; and that a new writ do is- 
sue:'' whiereto the House agreed* 

CORPORATION 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Bui^age-holders. 

Number of voters — 50 nominally, but ac- 
tually onJy one. 

Returning officer — the Lord's Bailiff. 
Peop^ietor — Sir William AsheA'Court, hart. 

political character. 

This place, which was formerly a market-town, 
but ii now only a village, sends two members to 
PafJiameot, who are returned by a few burgage- 
hoUb, which are all the property of Sir William 
Ashe A'Court, bart., whose residence is near this 
borough ; while the town of Warminster, with a 
thousand houses and five thousand inhabitants, 
within four miles of this place, has no such privi- 
li^e^ but the unpleasant reflection of being si- 
tuated at au equal distance between two rotten 
boroughs, Heytesbury and Westbury, at each of 
which ao^ndividual can return two members to' 
Parliament, who have the power of imposing the 
tEEies they must pay, and making the laws by 
which they are to be governed. 

Heytesbury was entirely burnt down in the year 
1766, but that catastrophe did not suspend the 
return of members to Parliament. Like Old 

l2 
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Sariim, it retaiDed the functions of political life, 
after the body bad been annihilated. Since that 
time it has been rebuilt to its former extent. 



CALNE. 

Calne is a borough and market-town in Wilts, 
5§ miles from Chippenham, and 91 from London; 
containing 77^ houses and 3,767 inhabitants, of 
whom 1,977 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, principally that of the 
clothing branch. The chief manufactory here is 
cloth. Market on Tuesday ; fairs, 25th April and 
21st July. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Parliament 
23d Edward I., ceased sending except 1st Edward 
II., and 34th and S6th Edward III., till Richaid 
II.; since which it has continued to return to 
this time. Its representatives were elected in the 
county court in 1st Henry V., as appears by the 
return for the county of that year. 

Petitions, &c. Nov. 9t IGOS. In the jour- 
nal of this day it is thus recorded-—" Weak, and 
not able to serve, by reason of age, and not likely 
to recover: — Swaddon, for Calne in •Wiltshire. 
To be removed/* 

Question, Whether Swaddon, for Calne, shall 
be removed ? — Resolved, " He shall." 

March 16, 1678. A petition of Henry Cbevers, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir George 
HungerfQrd and Walter Norborne^ esq. 
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A petition of John Lawford, esq., to. the same 
effect. — No report. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of the burgesses of 
this borough, complaining of an undue return of 
Sir John Ernie, and Thomas Webb, esq. — No re- 
port. 

Nov. 6, 1691. A petition of Sir George Hun- 
jerford against the return of Wm. Wyndham, esq. 

Dec. 29. — Sergeant Trenchard reported, the 
right of election appeared to be in the burgess&s, 
inhabitants within the said borough ; and the 
question was — Who bad the majority of these 
iroters ? 

Upon the whole the committee resolved, ^^ That 
William Wyndham, esq., is duly elected." 

Feb, 14, 1700. A petition of Edward Baynton 
against Walter Long, esq. — No report. 

Jan. 9, 1701. A petition of Sir Charles Hedges, 
complaining of an undue return of Edward Bayur 
too, esq. 

. 15th. A petition of Edward Baynton, esq., 
gainst the return of Sir Charles Hedges. 

March IS. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported, That 
the right of election is in the ancient burgesses : 
the right of returning in the two stewards ; the 
lenior has the custody of the seal, and the junior 
the books. 

That the senior voted for Mr. Baynton, and put 
the common seal to the return. 

That the junior was for Sir Charles Hedges, 
H^ho is returned under the hand and seal of the 
mid steward and burgesses. 

That the numbers on the poll were eight each. 
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It ward insisted, on both sides, that indirect 
practices had been used. 

Upon the whole rttolved, *' That the said elec- 
tion is void." 

Nov. 2, 1705, A petitYon of the Right Hon. 
Sir Charles Hedges, knt., and John Kirle Ernly, 
esq., complaining of ain undue return of £dward 
Baynton and George Ducket, esqfs. — No report. 

Nov. 97, 1708. A petition of the Right Hon. 
Sir Charles Hedges, kti!., against George Duckefy 
esq., complaining of indirect practices, Sec. 

In 1710, there was another double returti, riz. 
Edward Baynton and George Ducket, esqrs., affid 
James Johnston and William Hodges, esqrs., the 
two latter of whom petitioned. 

After much debate upon the whole, the com- 
mittee resolved, 

"Thai the ri^ht of election is in the Inhabit- 
ants of the said borough, having a right of common 
and sworn at Ogborn court." 

** That Jdm( s Johnston and Wm. Hedgies, 
esqrs., are duly eleeted :*' whereto the HoMe 
agreed ; and Mr. Ducket's and Mr. Baynton's in- 
denture ordered to be taken off the file 

March 26, 171^. A petition of Waiter Hun- 
gerford, and Samuel Robi'nsoh, esqrs., against Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman.and Richard Chiswell. 

A petition of Henry Janoes and John Clark, on 
behalf of themselves and other inhabitants of the 
said borough, to the satoe eflfect. — May 9th. Pe- 
titions withdrawn. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition <yp Sir Orlando 
Pridgm^tt, bart,, coth|ilainifrg of ^ undue retdrn 
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of Benjamin Hoskyns Styles, by partiality of the 
guild^stewards of the said borough. — Jan. 18, 
1793, Petition withdrawn. 

Feb. 94. A petition of Samuel Seager, Charles 
Webb, and several others, inhabitants of this bo- 
rough, having a right of common there, and being 
sworn at Ojgbom court. 

March 1 1. Another petition to the same eifect. 

After hearing this case, upon the whole the 
committee resolved, 

^' That the right of election of burgesses to 
serve in Parliament for this borough, is in the 
ancient burgesses of the sdid borough only.'' 

'* That the right of returning burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for this borough, is in the guild- 
stewards of this borough.'' 

Jan. 93, 1735. Guild-stewards petitioned. Re- 
newed second sessions. 

COBPORATION 

Consists of an indefinite number of burgesses, 
out of whieli two guild-stewards are annually 
chosen. 

RIGHT OF KLECTIOV. 

See Representative History. 

Number op voters — 17. 

Returning OFFICERS — two Guild-stewards. 

Patron — Marquis of Lansdown. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has had the honor of being repre- 
sented in three Parliaments by two of the most 
eloquent and distinguished patriots of the present 
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age, John Dunning, esq., afterwards Lord Ashbur- 
ton, and Colonel Isaac Barri. 

The influence which formerly prevailed here, 
was that of Thomas Ducket and Daniel Boll, 
esqrs., who were both members for this place, but 
since the year 176S, it has been under the patron- 
age of the Marquis of Lansdown, and bis succes- 
sors, whose residence is at Bow Wood Park in 
this neighbourhood. 

The number of householders in this town is 
upward of seven hundred. The number of voters 
only seventeen. While we lament the existence 
of this grievous inequality of election rights, we 
owe to justice the acknowledgment, that the 
corporation at this place is more independent, and 
consequently more respectable, than in most other 
boroughs. W hen the late John, Marquis of Laos- 
down, endeavoured to prevail on them to remove 
Mr. Jekyll from the representation of this towa 
in 1807^ the corporation approving of his con- 
duct in Parliament, and the opposition he main* 
tained to the measures of the present ministers, 
positively refused to obey his lordship's dicta- 
lion, and re-elected Mr. Jekyll, as we understand, 
free of all expense. 



DEVIZES. 

i 
_ t 

DfivizES is a market-town and borough, com- 
prising three parishes, in the hundred of Pottem, 
and Canning, Wilts, six miles from Market La- 
vington,'add 90 from London; containing S90 
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houses and 4,851 inhabitants, being S, 154 males 
and 3,697 females, of whom 1,705 Were returned as 
being employed in trade and manufacture, princi- 
pally of druggets, kerseymeres, and malting. The 
markets are on Mondays for butchers' meat, on 
Thursdays for horses, cattle, corn, wool, provi- 
sions, poultry, &;c. Its fairs are on the 13th 
February for horses : on the SOth April and on 
Holy Thursday for cattle; on the 13th June^ 5th 
July, 2d and SOth October, for cattle, hops, cloth, 
pedlary, &c. 

RBPRESENTATIYE HISTORY. 

This borough was incorporated by King Charles 
I., but represented in Parliament in the time of 
Edward 1. ; only in the 1st, 8th, and 19th of Ed- 
ward II.; and then from the 4th of Edward III. 
to this time, as other boroughs have done. Its 
representatives were, 3d Henry VIII., chosen in 
the county courts. 

Petitions, &c. April 27j 1660. Mr. Turner 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
Elections the matter relating to the double return 
for this borough. That William Lewis and Robert 
Aldworth, esqrs., are returned by the mayor under 
the common seal ; and William Lewis and John 
Norden by the burgesses only. 

Resolved, " Mr. Aldworth is duly elected.'* 

March 22, 1678. A petition of the common- 
councilmen and inhabitants of this borough, com- 
plaining of undue and illegal practices used by 
the mayor of the said borough, in returning Sir 
Edward Bayn ton. and Sir Walter Ernly.— No re- 
port. 
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March S4, A petition of Sir Edward Hunger- 
ford and John Eyles, esq. — No report. 

Jan. S3, 1688. A petition of Sir John Ejflea 
and William Trencbard, esq*, complaining of an 
undue return of burgesses for this borough. 

March 91. Colonel Birch reported from the 
committee. That the question fras, whether the 
right of election was Iq the mayor and buigesses, 
as a select number, or in the burgesses at large ? 

Upon the whole the committee resolved. 

That the right of election of burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for this borough is in the mayor and 
a select number of the burgesses of the said bo- 
rough only." 

*^ That Sir William Pynsent, bart., and Walter 
Grubb, esq., are duly elected/' 

March S4, 1689. A petition of the burgesses 
of this borough, complaining of an undue return 
of Sir Thomas Fowle, by Richard Hillier, the 
present mayor. 

March 97) 1690. A petition of John Methuen, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Thomas 
Fowles and Mr. Grubb. 

29. Mr. Grey reported, touching the 

double return. That the committee, upon inspec- 
tion of the precept and both returns, found that 
the precept was directed by the sheriff lo the 
mayor of the Devizes. 

That Sir Thomas Fowles and Walter Grubb, 
esq., are returned by the mayor, but without any 
burgesses joining in the return. 

That John Methuen, esq., and Walter Grubb, 
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esq., are returned by several of the burgesses 
without the mayor. 

Resolved : '' That Sir Thomas Fowles and Wal- 
ter Grubb, esq., are duly returned." 

Oct. 6. The same petition, as to the election 
of Mr. Methuen was read. 

Dec. 29. Mr. Grey reported, That the right 
of election appeared to be in the free burgesses 
of this borough, and that there is, in the said 
borough, a mayor, recorder, twelve major capital 
burgesses, and twenty-four mindr capital burgesses, 
which are in the nature of a common-council. 

Richard Hope said the poU was for Sir Thomas 
Fowles 23, and for petitioner 36. 

Upon t^hich a question arose as to qualification 
of voting, it being stated, that not taking the oaths 
appointed to be taken by the officers before th^ 
I St of August, was a good exception, and that, 
upon scrutiny, it appeared nine of Mr. Methui^'s 
voters had taken th^ oaths, and five others had 
not signed the declaration of the test, and that 
only three of Sir Thottias Fowles's had not taken 
the oaths, and one who ha<l not signed. 

Bollis said the poll was, 

For Mr. Methuen 36 

Sir Thomas Fowles 31 

Francis Paradice and two otherU said, the re- 
corder declared his opinion, that the free bnr- 
getses were not obliged to take the oaths. 

Bundy said, the quarter sessions were adjourned 
several times, for the iwearing of the firee bur- 

Upon the wbt!>le, tbe committee resolv^. 
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" That Sir Thomas Fowles is duly elected."— 
But this resolution was, on the second reading, 
disagreed to by the House. 

Resolved, '* That John Methuen, esq., is duly 
elected." 

Dec. 7> 1695. A petition of Sir Francis Child, 
knt., against the return of John Methuen, esq. — No 
report. 

Jan. 8, 1706. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
sergeant at law, against the return of Josiah Dis- 
ton, esq. — 29tb. Petition withdrawn. 

Nov. 27» 17O8. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
sergeant at law, complaining of an undue return 
of Paul Methuen, esq. — No report. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Sir Francis Child, 
knt., and Thomas Webb, esq., upon a double re- 
turn, complaining of an undue return of Paul 
Methuen and Josiah Diston, esq., Blackwell-hall 
factors. 

Resolved, *' That Sir Francis Child, knt., and 
Thomas Webb, esq., are duly elected." 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Josiah Diston 
and Francis Eyles, jun., complaining of an undue 
return of Robert Child and John Nicholas, esqrs., 
by undue practices of themselves and their agents. 
— No report. 

Jan. 98, 17S0. A motion was made, and the 
question proposed, that Francis Eyles, esq., a 
member of this House, for this borough, is guilty 
of a notorious breach of trust, as a director of the 
South Sea Company, and thereby occasioned a very 
gr^at loss to great numbers of his Majesty's sub- 
jects, and highly prejudiced the public credit. 
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Resolved, ** That the said Francis Eyles, esq., 
is guilty, and be, for the said oflfence, expelled 
this House." 

CORPORATION, 

By charter of King Charles I., consists of a 
mayor, recorder, ten magistrates, and twenty«four 
common-council-men, who have liberty of making 
what burgesses they please, all of whom have 
votes in elections of members to Parliament. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

March 31, 1688. Is in the mayor, and select 
number of burgesses only. 

Number of voters — about 60. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patrons — Joshua Smith, esq., and Thomas 
Grimstone Estcourt, esq. 

political character. 

• 

This is another corporation borough, like Calne, 
but not equally independent. This town, which 
is the largest in the county, next to Salisbury, 
has its right of election, like that city, confined 
to a select body, consisting of a mayor, recorder, 
ten magistrates, and twenty-four common-council, 
who have a power to make any number of bur- 
gesses they please, all of whom have votes with 
them in electing members of Parliament; but care 
is taken not to let the number of burgesses exceed 
that of the corporation who creates them. 

This select body is under the control and ma- 
nagement of Mr; Salmon, an eminent banker and 
attorney of this town, who has again adopted 
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Joshua Smith, esq., of Stoke, and Thomas Grim- 
stone Estcourt, esq., of New Park, in the neigh* 
bourhood, for their patrons and members. 

Devizes has nine hundred houses but not more 
than sixty voters. It was formerly under the in- 
fluence of James Sutton, esq., of New Park, whose 
daughter and co- heiress married Mr. Estcourt one 
of the present patrons. 



CHIPPENHAM. 

Chippenham is a borough and market-town in 
the hundred of Chippenham, Wilts. 13 miles from 
Bath^ and 97 from London ; containing 667 houses 
and 3,366 inhabitants, of whom 1,4 1 6 were^ re- 
turned as being employed in various trades, &c. 
The corporation holds a considerable estate in 
trust for the benefit of the freemen, after the ex- 
penses of the bridge, and a pitched causeway near 
two miles long, are defrayed. The markets on 
Saturdays are well supplied with all kinds of pro- 
vision and great quantities of corn. Its fairs are 
17th May, SSd June, 99th October, and lltb 
December. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough sent members to Parliament in the 
reign of Edward I., but sent only to two of Edward 
II. Parliaments and four of Kdward III., inter* 
mitted sending till the second Richard II. and 
again ceased sending after the 19th of his reign 
till the first of Henry VI. since which it has sent 
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as other boroughs. It was incorporated by Queen 
Mary. 

Petitions, &c. In the thirty-ninth of Henry 
VI., Walter Clerk representative of this borough 
was imprisoned for a fine of 40/. to the King, and 
also in other sums owing to private persons, and > . 
also upon an out-lawry at the suit of one of the 
said persons; whereupon'the Commons petitioned 
the King to have his privilege allowed ; to which 
the King assented and ordered it, as appears by the 
rolls. 

In the fourteenth of Edward IV., William 
Hyde, esq., a representative of this borough, was 
arrested on a capias ad saiisfaeiendum at the 
suit of John Marshall for 69I. and detained in ex- 
ecution in Newgate, London, for the same, and af- 
terwards brought before the justices of the King's 
Bench, who remanded him, and would not allow 
his privilege; whereupon the Commons petitioned 
the King in Parliament and had the privilege al- 
lowed as appears in the rolls. 

April 9, 1634. Mr. Glanville reported a double 
return. One between the sheriff and bailiff by 
name : to this 38 seals. Here returned Charles 
Maynard and Sir Francis Popham, Charles May- 
nard amended. The other indenture made be^ 
tween the sheriff and the other burgesses : seven 
seals to this. Here Mr. Maynard returned and Mr. 
Pym, so that nothing to be done, but that inden- 
ture withdrawn ; and then Mr. Charles Maynard. 

Resolved : ^' That the new charter alters not 
the custom ; and that the burgesses and free^ien 
more than 19 have voice in the election/' 
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Resolved : " That Sir Francis Popham is duly 
elected, and that the void indenture be with- 
drawn/' 

May 17, 1661. Sergeant Carleton reported 
double return, that Edward Hungerford, esq., and 
Henry Baynton, esq., are by one indenture and 
Sir Hugh Speke, bart., by another. 

May 20. Sergeant Carleton i^eported that no 
due notice was given for the election, and that the 
election for this borough is void. 

Resolved : " That the bailiff of Chippenham be 
sent for in custody of the sergeant at arms, to an- 
swer his miscarriage at the election, and his inso- 
lent carriage before the committee. 

Feb. 13, 1672. A petition of Vere Bertie, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Mr. Francis 
6wyn made by the bailiff of this borough. 

Resolved : ** That Mr. Francis Gwyn is duly 
elected." 

Dec. 16, 1690. A petition of Sir Humphrey 
Edwyn complaining of an undue return of Sir Ba- 
sil Firebrass, by Mr. Lord, bailiff of this town, 
as murdering one of the petitioner's messengers, 
and bribing the-electors, &c, 

Oct. 27, 1691. Another petition of Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwyn's to the same effect. 

Upon the whole resolved, ** That Sir Basil Fire- 
brass and Sir Humphrey Edwyn are not duly 
elected, and the election to be void. 
10 Jour. Dec. 29, 1691. Sir Basil Firebrass, the sitting 
member had sixty voices ; Mr. Talmash, the pe- 
voi. ii.p. * titioner only forty-four. Bribery was imputed to 
*^** the sitting member ; but only fourteen of his votes 
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were objected to, and the objections to seven were 
given up, so that, deducting the other seven, he 
remained with a considerable majority; the House 
resolved, Jan. 33^ 1699, '' That Sir Basil Firebrass, 
by himself or agents, had been guilty of bribery, 
and was not duly elected, and that Mr. Talmash 
was duly elected. 

Dec. 1, 1691. Mr. Sergeant Trenchard reported, »» ^«»™* 
" That the right of election appeared to be in the^* 
occupiers of certain ancient houses called free-^*?**^* 
houses, or burgage-houses : of the names of which 308—4. 
houses, both men and women, a register has been 
used to be kept in the said town.*^' 

Jan. 22, 1691-2. Mr. Sergeant Trenchard re-DHto. 
ported, •* That the right of election was agreed to lo joum. 
be in the possessors of the burgage- house inhabit- ^' ^^^' 
ing within the same.'' 

Jan. 5, 1694. Mr. Boyle reported, " That thej^^^^"* 
right of election was agreed to be in the freemen aes— «* 
and inhabitants of the borough-houses. ^i 'ottn>< 

Resolved : *' That Richard Long, esq. is duly ^' 
elected." 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Francis Popham, 
juD., complaining of an undue return of Joseph 
Ash, esq., by notorious bribery, &c., whereupon 
the said Joseph Ashe, esq., was found not duly ^^^' 
elected, and Francis Popham, jun., esq., dulyp. 26a^4 
elected. The right of election was agreed (before le Joum; 
the committee) to be in the bailiff, burgesses, and ^* ^^^' 
freemen, being occupiers of burgage-houses. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Sir James Long, 
bart.— No ref>ort. 

PART IT. VOL. III. M 
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1715. John Baynton andJohn Norris, esqrs., 
petitioned, withdrawn. 

17SS. John Pitt, esq., petitioned against Tho- 
mas Boucher, esq., for bribery, &c. 

1793. Again read and referred. 

Feckweii, j^ 1740^ Alexander Hume and John Frederick, 

▼01 • I. p« 

a64— 368. esq., petitioned against the return of Sir Edmund 
GUnbeivie> Thomas, bart. and Edward Bayntun Rolt, esq. 
aao-ld4o. On a hearing, Jan. 38, 1741, the last determination 
a4Jouni., of the House, made April 9, 1624, was read. A 
motion was made, ^* That the words burgesses and 
freemen, mentioned in the said resolution, mean 
only such burgesses and freemen as are inhabit- 
ants, householders of the ancient houses called 
free or burgage-* houses, within the said borough/' 
It passed in the negative, S36 to 33^, majority on$ 
in favour of the sitting members. Feb. 2, a mo- 
tion being made, *^ That the counsel be now 
called in, and directed to proceed according to the 
last determination made, April 9^ 1634, it passed 
in the affirmative, 341 to 335 : upon which the 
House was informed, that the petitioners desired 
not to proceed in their contest with the sitting 
members, who were thereupon voted duly elected." 
Upon this determination. Sir Robert Walpole 
withdrew fix>m the House, and resigned his em- 
ployments, 
p^ckweii, John Maftland, esq., and several of the electors, 
sSa-llaw. pe^Jtioned against the return of Charles Brooke, 
esq., Nov. 24^I8QS. A committee to try this case 
was chosen March 10, I SOS. Each of the petti- 
tions contained a charge against the returning of- 
ficer of an improper admission and rejection of 
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votes ; a claim to the majority Of votes in favour of 
Mr. Maitland, and an allegation of bribery against 
Mr. Brooke. The numbers on the poll were, for 
Mr. Brooke 59— Mr. Maitland 57. 

On March 28th, the chairman of the committee 
reported to the House, that Charles Brooke, esq., 
was not duly elected, and ought not to have been 
returned ; and that John Maitland, esq., was duly 
elected and ought to have been returned ; that the 
petitions were not frivoloud or vexatious. The 
return amended accordingly. 

March 96, 1804. A petition was presented ^^^'J^^/ 
from certain inhabitants of Chippenham, paying^i* 
or liable to pay scot and lot there, praying to be per- 
mitted to oppose the right of petition reported to 
the House by the select committee, March 98, 
1803. A petition was presented, April 13, by 
other persons, praying to be permitted to defend 
the said right. These petitions were taken into 
consideriitton. May 18, 1804, on which day no 
counsel or agents, or party, appearing on the part 
of the first petitrOnefs, the orders for taking the 
said petitions into consideration was discharged. 

In 1806« Jam^ Dawkins, esq., petitioned against 
the election of Charles Brooke^ esq. On Feb. 23, 
1807, the comtnittee who tri^d this case deter- 
mined, that Charles Brook, esq., was not duly 
elected, and odght dot tohaVe-been returned. That 
J. Dawkins, esq.,' wad duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned, and that the opposition of^^ 
Charles Brooke, esq., was not frivolous or vexa- 
tious. 

M 3 
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In 1807f James Dawkins and William Blake^ 
esqrs., had an equality of votes. 
Mr. Dawkins declared duly elected. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of Queen Mary, it is governed by a 
bailiff and twelve burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Bailiff, Burgesses, and Freemen, being 
householders of, and resident in, the ancient bur- 
gage-houses within the borough. — March 28, 
1803. 

Number of voters — 198. 

Returning officers — the Bailiff. 

Proprietor — John Maitland,esq.,and Charles 
Brooke, esq. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Chippenham has within its limits six hundred 
and sixty-seven houses, but only one hundred and 
twenty*eight of that number enjoy the right of 
voting for members of Parliament. An attempt 
was made in the year 16S4 to confine this right to 
the bailiff and twelve burgesses, which was nega- 
tived by the committee. A similar motion to de- 
prive the freemen of Malmesbury who were near, 
two hundred in number, of the right of voting, 
and to limit the same to an alderman and twelve 
capital burgesses in 170S : passed in the affirma- 
tive.. 

It is difficult to account for these coAtradictorv 
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determinations respecting two ancient boroughs 
which had sent members from the earliest period, 
by a similar right of election in the neighbourhood 
of each other, but it becomes a matter of more se- 
rious reflection when we find the same contradic-^ 
tion in the resolutions which respect the right 
of voting in the same borough. It frequently 
occurs in the decisions of committees, that the 
right of election has been differently determined 
in the same Parliament, as was the case at Saltash 
and Steyning, where two members were sitting at 
the same time chosen by different bodies of elec- 
tors, and in other boroughs we find the same de- 
terminations to be five, six, and seven times, at 
variance with each other. It therefore appears 
that there is no such thing as a constitutional 
right of election existing in any place, if we ex- 
cept the counties where the right of election was 
in the householders, till the statute of the 8th of 
Henry the Sixth limited it to *^ people dwelling 
and resident,'^ and having ^^ land or tenement to 
the value of forty shillinigs by the year," which 
has since been further limited to freeholders of 
forty shillings per annum, and the clause requiring 
dwelling and residence has been omitted. 
^ The right of election in this borough was con- 
tended by Mr. Brooke the present member in 
1803, to be in the bailiff «Bd burgesses at large, 
and that those terms comprehended the inhabit- 
ants within the borough, paying or liable to pay 
the poor's rates. 

The word burgesses has always been admitted 
to mean inhabitants of a borough, and has been so 
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determined in the Abingdon and other cases. In 
this instance however it was resolved to mean only 
such inhabitants as resided in ancient burgage* 
holds, or houses built on a certain number of an- 
cient foundations. 

Under this description of voters a curious cir* 
cumstance occurred. One person had rebuilt his 
house not exactly in the form, or on the same 
foundation, by exact measurement on which the 
former house stood, and his vote was allowed by 
the committee to be good. 

In 1807 there was an equality of votes for James 
Dawkins, esq., and William Blake, esq., when a 
second committee determined the same vote to be 
bad. In both cases the same man's vote deter- 
mined the right to th^ aeat in favour of the minis- 
terial candidate. 

This contest between Mr. Brooke, on one side, 
and Mr. Maitland and Mr. Dawkins on the other, 
is said to have cost the parties sixty thousand 
pounds, and occasioned Mr. Dawkins to sell his 
burgage property. Mr. Brooke and Mr. Maitland 
have since agreed on a compromise, and each re- 
turns a member. 

MALMESBURY. 

Malmesbuhy is ahorough, market*town, and 
parish in Wilts, IS miles from Cricklade^ and 95 
from London; containing 198 bouses, and 1,097 
inhabitants, of whom 83 were returned employed 
in trade. The market is on Saturday. Fairs, 17th 
March, 17th April, and 26th May. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough has sent members ab origine. The 
members were elected in the Ist and 2d of Henry 
the Fifth, in the county court, as appears by the 
indenture for the county. 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 7» 1673. A petition of 
Thos. Howard^ esq., complaining of an undue re- 
turn of Thomas Estcourt, esq., by Edward Browne; 
alderman and chief officer of this town. 

May 1 li 1675. Sir Thos. Meres reported con<» 
cerning this election. That Sir Thos. Estcourt is 
well elected. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of Craven Howard, 
esq., and Sir Thos. Estcourt, complaining of an 
undue return of Edward Wharton, esq., and Sir 
James Long. — No report. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Craven Howard, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Mr. 
Michael Wicks and Mr. Edward Pauncefort, by 
divers indirect and corrupt practices of Wm. Od^ 
an officer of the borough. 

Dec. 14. A petition of Sir Thos. Skipwitfa, 
bart., to the same effect. 

March 39, 1699. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported 
touching the said election, ^^ That the poll was 
for Mr. Wicks 9 — Mr. Pauncefort 6— Mr. How- 
ard 6 — Sir Thos. Skipwith 3. . 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the Alderman, and twelve capital Burgesses. 

Sir Thomas Skipwith attempted to vacate the 
election for bribery, and several witnesses were 
called,' amongst wboiOi Edward BroHrii, cmm of tbd 
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burgesses who voted for Mr. Wicks and 'Mr. 
Pauncefort, and four others; but the petitioner's 
counsel owning, that the last four had given bond 
to Brown, to save him harmless from any damage 
the said Brown might suffer by the discovery : the 
committee thought them so affected by the bond 
that they could not be witnesses. 

Pauley said, Mr. Odey told him an hour after 
the election he had not got much, but however 
he would engage that the gentleman who gave 
most money should be Parliament man for this bo- 
rough. 

Resolved, *' That Michael Wicks and Edward 
Fauncefort, esqrs., are duly elected.'* 

Upoa the second reading, ordered to be recom- 
mitted, when the petitioner's counsel declaring 
they could not produce the above-mentioned bond 
they were not suffered to proceed. 

Feb. 18, 1700. A petition of Michael VFicks, 
esq,, against Samuel Shepherd, junr. for bri- 
bery, &c. 

Resolved, *^ That it appears to this House that 
Samuel Shepherd, sen., is guilty of procuring an 
election of a burgess for this borough by bribery." 

Resolved, ** That William Odey is also guilty 
of the like offence." 

Ordered, ^* That said Mr. Odey be for the said 
offence taken into the custody of the sergeant at 



arms." 



Ordered, ^^ That Samuel Shepherd, junr., esq., 
bedischarged from being a member of this House." 

Jan. 14, 1701. A petition of several of the 
burgesses and inhabitants of this borough com^ 
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plaining of an undue return of Sir Charles Hedges 
and Edw. Pauncefort, esq. by Wm. Odey an attor- 
ney and other his accomplices, corruptly treating, 
and contracting with several persons to procure 
their election. 

The House being informed, that Mr. William 
Odey of this town was at the door with a sum of 
money and a bank bill given him in order to the 
late election for this borough, he was called in; 
and, at the bar, delivered into the House a bag of 
gold and a bank ,bill for 200/. which he said he 
had received from Daniel Park, esq. 

Resolved, ^^ That Sir Charles Hedges, knt., and 
Edward Pauncefort, esq., are duly elected/' 

Resolved, " That the petition of several of the 
burgesses and inhabitants of this borough is scan- 
dalous, false, and vexatious." 

Ordered, ^^ That James Croome, Edward San- 
sura, Edward Brown, John Waite, and Joshua 
Hancock, some of the said petitioners, be for the 
said offence taken into the custody of the sergeant 



at arras.'* 



Resolved, ^^ That Daniel Park, esq., is guilty of 
notorious bribery and corruption, in endeavouring 
to procure himself elected a burgess to serve in 
Parliament for this borough.*' 

Ordered, ^' That Daniel Park, esq., be for his 
said offence taken into the custody of the seigeant 
at arms, and that Mr. Attorney-general do prose- 
cute the said Daniel Park, esq., for the said 



crime." 



Resolved, ^' That Gould, schoolmaster, is guilty 
of corrupt practices." 



170 COUNTIES, CITIES, A WD BOROUGHS. 

Resolved, '' That Charles Earl of Peterborough 
is guilty of divers indirect practices, in endeavour- 
ing to procure Daniel Park, esq., to be elected a 
burgess to serve in this present Parliament for this 
borough." 

Nov. 6, 1704. A petition of Edward Paunce- 
fort and Thomas Boncher, esqrs., complaining of 
in 41 ndue return of Henry Mordaunt and Thomas 
Farriugton, esq., by treats, bribery, and other 
illegal practices by themselves and their agents. — 
No report. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Edward Paunce- 
fort, esq. — Jan. 1809* Withdrawn. 

Oct. IS, 1799. Giles Earle and John Fermor, 
esq., petitioned, complaining of an undue return 
of Lord Hilsborough, and Sir John Rushout, by 
partiality of James Tyley, alderman, bribery, and 
other indirect practices. 

Several witnesses were examined, amongst 
whom, Johannah, wife of Gowen Hart, one of the 
capital burgesses, said Lord Hilsborough offered 
her 1000 guineas for her husband's vote, for him 
and Floyd, and she telling his lordship that her 
husband had promised hie vote ; his lordship then 
answered be would then be the ruin of her hus- 
band and all his' family ; and would disburgess 
hini, and take away his estate ; that at another 
time before this his lordship offered 500 guineas 
to get her husband's vote. 

Thomas Young, another witness said, Mr. Thos. 
Earle applied to him on behalf of Colonel Earle, 
offered him 300/. a-piece and more if that would 
{lot do for as many burgesses as be could get fop 
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Colooel Earle, and upon witness refusings he of- 
fered him further a place under government of 
100/. a-year, which aiigbt in a little time be MOL 
a-year. 

Charles Wallington said, Mr. Shewring, solici- 
tor for the petitipners, offered him 900/. ibrhis 
vote for them, ainlsaid bis son should have the 
first parsonage wortJb 150/. per anDum, yacant ia 
the gift of the crown. 

Dee. 13, 17S3. Sir John Rushout, hart., and 
Trevor, Viscount Hillsborough, were declared not 
duly elected. Their seats were filled by Giles 
Earle and John Fermor, csqrs. 

Oct. 17) 1796. James John Vassar, esq., and p^ckweii, 
several of the inhabitants, petitioned against theagg'.^'^^^' 
election of Samuel Smith and Peter Isaac TheU ?'J!S?' *• 
lusson, esqrs. The petitions contained an account, ^^"i- 
at some length, of the proceedings at the eiection, 59 joum. 
and stated, that the right of election did not be- ^* ^^^' 
long to the alderman and capital burgesses, but to 
the burgesses at large. The contrary was alleged 
by the sitting members, and the committee deter- 
mined, Nov. 7i that the sitting members were duly 
elected, and that the petitions were not frivoloos 
or vexatious.- 

On November 9, a new writ was ordered for a pgckwdi 
member in the room of S. Smith, esq., who bad^-^-P*^'** 
made his eiection for Leicester. Philip Metcalf, ssJoon. 
esq., was returned r and Dec. 6, J. J. Vassar, esq., ^* ***' 
again petitioned, and made the same allegations as 
before. A committee was appointed. May 5, 
1797) to try the merits of bis petition, and on 
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May 10, they reported the sitting member duly 
elected. 
I'^ckweii, A petition was presented April S4s 1798, against 
ufiti. * the right of election reported by the committee in 
17979 which was ordered to be taken into consi- 
deration, June 1 1 ; but on the 7th of that month 
P.*6^ (1798) the following resolution was made, "That 
(it appearing to the House that no petition having 
been presented to the House, by any person or 
persons, praying to be admitted as a party or 
parties to oppose the right of election, as deter- 
mined by the select committee, and reported to 
the House upon the 7th day of November, in the 
last session of Parliament, within the time limited 
^ by the act ; and the judgment of the said com- 
mittee, as to the said right of election, having 
thereupon become final and conclusive to all in- 
tents and purposes whatever,) the said order for 
taking the said petition of the several persons 
whose nam^ are thereunto subscribed, on behalf 
of themselves and others, burgesses of the borough 
of Malmesbury, in the county of Wilts, into con- 
sideration on Monday next, be discharged/' This 
petition against a right reported was accordingly 
dismissed, a year having expired after the prior 
report. 

In 1806, Charles Saxon and Charles Henry 
Bouverie, esqrs., petitioned against the election of 
Robert Ladbrooke and Nicholas W. R. Colborne, 
esqrs. On March S, 1807> the committee who 
tried the case found the sitting members duly 
elected, and that the petition was not frivolous or 
vexatious. 
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CORPORATION. 

By charter of King William the Third, it is go* 
vemed by an alderman, twelve capital burgesses 
and twenty-four assistants, with an high-steward 
and deputy-steward. 

RIOHT OF ELECTION. 

lyec^ 13, 1793. Agreed to be in the Alderman 
and twelve capital Burgesses. 
May 10, 1797. The same resolution confirmed. 
Number of voters — 13. 
Returning officer — the Aldermaa. 
Patron — Joseph Pitt, esq. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Malmesbury is one of the ancient Saxon bo- 
roughs, and retains, under feudal forms, the no- 
minal qualities which enable us to trace its former 
freedom. 

The chief magistrate retains the ancient name 
of Elderman, and is so stiled in all the borough 
records which are extant, afterwards changed into 
Alderman, from the Saxon word Auld which 
signifies old. 

The town received its charter from Alhelston 
the Saxon King, and Henry the Fourth, by his 
charter, dated July 3, 141 1, recites by inspeximus 
a charter of the 5th of Richard the Second, by 
which the foregoing charter of Athelstan had been 
confirmed. 

The charter of King Athelstan is again recited 
in the 11th of Charles the First, which created a 



i 



I 



174 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

select body out of the freemen at large, consisting 
of an elderman or alderman, twelve capital bur- 
gesses, and twenty*four assistants. 

The aldermau to be elected every year by the 
existing alderman and twelve capital burgesses 
from among the capital burgesses. 

The office of capital burgess to be for life; and 
vacancies to be supplied by election of the alder- 
maU) and the rest of the capital burgesses, from 
among the twenty-four assistants. 

The office of assistant to be also for life ; and 
vacancies to be supplied by election, (not of the 
freemen at large^ who poseessed the right of eke t- 
ing every officer of the town till this period J but of 
the alderman, capital burgesses, and the rest of 
the twenty-four ad^istants. 
. By this charter^ the right of electing chief ma- 
gistrate, and other justices was taken from the 
forty-eight land-owners ; and the whole body of 
commoners who constituted the population of the 
ancient city, now borough of Malmesbury, and 
confined to a select body of thirteen, for even the 
twenty-four assistants were to have no voice in the 
election of alderman and capital burgesses, but 
this new made corporation was to exclude all the 
freemen from municipal rights. The whole of 
the governing power is by this charter committed 
to the thirteen, over all the inhabitants residents 
10 the borough, nor are any provisions made con- 
cerning the free burgesses who were the com- 
moners or corporators at large. 

Nothing was now wanting but a special resolu- 
tion of a committee of the House of Commons to 
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deprive the people of this town of all political 
rights whatever, and that actually followed on th^ 
99th of March, 1699) when the right of electtoo 
was first determined to be in the Aldermani and 
twelve Capital Burgesses. The same was con- 
firmed by another committee on the 13th Dec. 
1792, and again the 10th of May, 1797. 

How the right of election which had existed in 
the fireemen at large from the earliest times, could 
exclusively belong to a new body of men created 
only in the eleventh year of the reign of Charles 
the First, we leave the reader to determine; but 
this resolution does not transfer this invaluable 
right from the freemen at lai^e to the corporation, 
but only to a third part of that body. The 
twenty-four assistants are excluded from the right 
of election as well as the land-owners and com- 
moners, and only thirteen out of thirty-seven who 
compose the corporation,, are. allowed to vote ill 
the choice of members for this borough. 

The hisrtory of Malmesbury displays the man- 
ner in which the right of election has been limited 
to exclusive bodies unknown to the original coa- 
stitution of the country in all those boroughs where 
such singular rights prevail. In ode place; iw*^ 
genses^ which are inhabitants of boroughs, hate 
been determined to mean members of a corpora- 
tion, in another burgage^holders, and in a third to 
extend only to inhabitants of houses built on an- 
cient foundations. In like manner the word 
commonalty^ has at one place been deemed to cocnh 
prebend all the inhabitants, at another the freeman 
at large, and at a third the corporation only. Thus 



176 COUNTIES, aHES, AND BOROUGHS. 

has the rights of the people been frittered away for 
the last two centuries till nothing but the forms of 
an election is retained in those places which send 
a great majority to the British House of Commons. 

It is curious to observe that the select body 
were not created till 11th of Charles the First, 
consequently could have had no claim to an ex- 
clusive right of voting antecedent to their exist- 
ence, and the returns prove this right to have been 
exercised by the people at large till immediately 
after the restoration of Charles the Second, when 
the plan of increasing the power of the crown by 
the possession of an absolute authority over the 
governing part of all corporations ,w as just formed; 
and Doctor Brady was employed to prepare the 
way by his publication on boroughs to the accom- 
plishment of that object, by endeavouring to sheiv 
that the right of voting at elections properly be- 
longed to the governing part, and not to the cor- 
porators at large. 

This is apparent in the return for this borough, 
receiving an alteration in its form at this period, 
and the adjective word capital being for the first 
time prefixed to the general term burgess to make 
it appear that the election was made by the corpo- 
ration only, but the following return to the Prince 
of Orange's letter at the revolution in 16SS, is de- 
cisive. It is a certificate of the ancient usage, 
made, not by the select body, but by the bur- 
gesses, assistants, land-owners, and commoners in 
general. 

<* To the chief noiagistrate, or such others of the 
borough of Malmesbury, in the county of Wilts, 
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who have right to make returns to serve in Parlia- 
ment according to ancient usage of the said bo- 
rough before the seizure or surrender of charters in 
the time of Charles the Second." 

The answer of the corporation of Malmesbury to 
this letter is conclusive ; and this was not done by 
neglect or carelessness, arising from the general 
exultation of all ranks, or from the confusion that 
might have prevailed at the time, is proved by a 
second return exactly similar, made soon after for 
the purpose of supplying a particular vacancy. 
. ** To the clerk of the crown in the court of 
chancery.** 

I, Elias Ferris, alderman of the borough of 
Malmesbury in the county of Wilts in pursuance 
of his Highness the Prince of Orange's letter for 
the choosing of two members to represent the said 
borough in the convention to be held at West- 
minster the two and twentieth day of this instant 
month of January, and in obedience thereunto 
have (afler due notice given) caused an election to 
be held and made according to the ancient usage of 
the said borough^ and do hereby certify and de- 
clare that the Hon. Colonel Wharton, and Colonel 
Charles Godfrey, are, by the free and unanimous 
consent of the capital burgesses, and other inha- 
bitants of the said borough^ duly and legally elected 
to serve for and represent the said borough in the 
said convention of Parliament to be held the said 
two and twentieth day of this instant January, 
there to consult and agree of and to all such 
matters and things as shall be there treated of for 

PART II. VOL. III. N 
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the good of the weal public. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto affixed the common seal of the 
said borough, this 15th day of January, Anno 

Dom. 1688—9. 

Eli AS Ferris, alderman. 

. In further testimony whereof we the capital 
burgesses, assistants^ landholders, and other the 
free burgesses of the borough of Malmesbury in the 
county of Wilts, have hereunto set our hands. 

Signed by ten capital burgesses, fifteen assist- 
ants, nineteen landholders, and twenty-seven com- 
moners. 

The Prince of Orange's letter may be seen in 
the tenth volume of the journals page 7 and 8 ; it 
directs the elections to be made by such persons 
only, as according to the ancient laws and customs 
of right ought to choose members of Parliament, 
and requires the returns to be made before the 
22d of January. 

It is dated at St. James's, Dec. 29, 1688. 

In April, 1690* the return was again made by 
the general body ; and although the candidates in 
the opposite interest petitioned against it, the sit- 
ting members retained their seats. 

In the next year a new writ was ordered upon a 
single vacancy and the return was made by the 
same persons, and in 1696 Mr. Wharton was again 
returned by the alderman, capital burgesses, assist- 
ants, landholders, and commoners. 

We have been particular in our history of the 
ancient rights of thid borough, because the same 
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circumstances in general apply to every other bo- 
rough in England which has been deprived of its 
free and equal right of election, but care has been 
taken in most of them to destroy the documents 
that prove it. 

The corporation of Malraesbury having obtained 
the government of the borough by the charter of 
Charles I., they assumed the exclusive right of 
electing the members in 1699; and soon aifter 
possessed themselves of the estates of the general 
body, for an account of which a bill is now de- 
pending in chancery. 

In the reign of William III. a new charter was 
granted to this borough, all the members of it, ex- 
cept Lord Wharton the steward, having forfeited 
their offices by neglecting to subscribe the associ- 
ation mentioned in the act for the better securing 
his majesty's royal person and government. It is, 
except in a few particulars, a mere copy of the 
charter of Charles I. : the material variations are 
these, the deputy alderman and the steward are 
created justices of the peace, as well as the alder- 
man. 

The persons who compose this corporation are 
of that description as to excite universal ridicule. 
It frequently happens that neither the chief ma- 
gistrate nor his deputy can either write or read, 
and are consequently obliged to make their mark 
to all warrants and other documents requiring 
their signature. In answer to a bill in chancery 
lately filed against them, ten out of the thirteen 
who compose this worshipful body, were under 
the necessity of affixing this token of identity, ^j 

N 2 
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It is scarcely necessary to add that this body is 
selected from the lowest and most ignorant of the 
people, as the most proper instruments for the use 
that is made of them. At the same time Malmes- 
bury possesses among her resident inhabitants, 
many respectable bankers, professional men, and 
opulent tradesmen, who might fill these offices 
with credit and reputation. 

Such is the select body in whom the exclusive 
right of electing members of Parliament is vested : 
and such on the other hand are the persons pre- 
cluded by the present borough system from exer- 
cising the first right of British citizens. 

In 1806, a petition of Charles Henry Bouverie, 
esq., against the return of Robert Ladbrooke, esq. 
and N. W. R. Colborne, esq., on the hearing of 
which the S6th of February, I8O79 it came out 
in evidence that a Mr. Edmund Wilkins an apo- 
thecary of this borough had obtained the control 
of the corporation in 1768, by allowing ten out of 
the thirteen capital burgesses an annuity of thirty 
pounds per annum each, for the corrupt purpose 
of returning two members to Parliament. That 
he continued to pay this annuity and nominate the 
members till the time of his death in 1804, and that 
he obtained for himself the lucrative place of re- 
ceiver-general of the county of Wilts. Upon his 
decease the late Mr. Edmund Estcourt, solicitor to 
the Stamp Office, succeeded him in the patronage 
of this borough, and that he increased this corrupt 
annuity to the capital burgesses to the sum of fifty 
pounds per annum each, and continued to no- 
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minate the members, asMr. Wilkins his predecessor 
had done.* 



* To elacidate this business still fortber, we will givt tbe 
speecbof Sir Thomas Plainer, upon opening the case of the petL 
tioner. 

** I will now state. Sir, very shortly, what tbe merits are ^n 
which I am te submit to this committee that this election is void ; 
for, bj a recent decision, this election is confined to a few voten, 
as appears in the second Tolume of Mr. Peckwell's book, page 
397. * That the right of election for this place is Tested in the 
alderman and IwoIto capital burgesses; in the alderman, one 
single person, and tweWe capital burgesses, making in all thir- 
teen persons who have the sole right of election for that place.' 
A very small number of persons certainly ; but however, if their 
franchises were duly and properly exercised, there would not be, 
because legally there could not be, any complaint on that head; 
but, I am afraid that the smallness of the number of TOters, al- 
though we cannot complain of that number, has given rise to the 
practice of which we complain, and of which we have reason to 
complain on the present occasion. If these practices are proted 
by legal evidence to have taken place, sure I am, that they will 
call very loudly on the justice of Parliament to correct them, 
and which, I have no doubt, if their existence be proved, will be 
corrected as justice shall require. I have to state to you. Sir, 
that a system of corruption has prevailed in this place which is 
most reprehensible ; it is absolutely intolerable : such as I aan 
sure, if I prove the case which I am instructed to lay before yoi, 
this honourable committee will agree with me in thinking onght to 
be put an end to ; for I have to complain, not of the bribery of 
one or two individuals at this election, by which these gentlemen 
have procured their return, but of one general system of bribery 
and corruption affecting nearly the whole body of those who have 
the elective franchise for this place ; that is, affecting ten of them 
out of thirteen, a system which I tmst will in the result of exa- 
mination be sufficiently proved before this committee to obtain 
for this petitioner his object; the setting this borough free from 
the venality and eorraption by which it is at present overwhelmed. 
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a system of comiption, to bring forward, and to expose to the 
lighl Ibe practices which take place sader that system, and to 
psevent, in future, the destructive consequences of that system, 
is the main object of this petitioner : a system which, if I can 
prove it to exist, it will, as it seems to me, become the honour 
and dignity of Parliameat, first to deprecate ita exiatence, and 
•econdly, to prevent its coatiuoance. 

Sir, it is proper that I ahonld, in the outset of this case observe, 
that although the seata of these two gentlemen in your honourable 
Ho^se for this borough, in the present Parliament, are neceasaiiiy 
attacked, and sought te be aet aside, yet, that they, I mean Mr. 
Ladbrook and Mr, Colboura, though in point of form, defendants 
en the present occasion, are defendants in foim only ; mere no- 
uunal defendants: and that you will find. Sir, that the substance 
of the case is directed against another person ; a very respect- 
able gentlemaUj pos^^ssing a considerable situation under go- 
vernment, a gentleman in every respect, out of this case of very 
high, and of an unblemished character, a person whose con- 
duct, out of this case, I do not impeach ; but neither that, 
nor any other consideration, shall prevent roe from examining 
ibis matter and l^ing all the circumstances of it fully before 
this committee on the present occasion. It is my duty so to do, 
and proceed to lay before you, Sir, the evidence which we have, 
that the committee may be enabled to discover whether the sua- 
piciens, fer until proof be given, the charges are only saspicions, 
lire well founded or not; at the same time that I am thus pro- 
ceeding in the discharge of my duty, I am happy in the oppor- 
tunity which is now afibrded me of atating these things in his 
presence. It will however, be more satisfactory to me and so 
it will to the gentleman ibr whom I have the honour ef appearing 
before this committee, if finally, it ahould turn out that we are 
mistaken in our opinion of this case^ that we have been misfn- 
forroed of the facta of it; that all suspicions of unfair dealing 
in this election, shall have been removed — I am sure that the 
honourable gentleman whom I represent on the present oc- 
CMioii will net only rejoice at the e?ant, but will be anx« 
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bis interest to Mr. Joseph Pitt, who was thereupon 
chosen high steward, and nominated the present 
members at the general election, in ISIS. 

ioos and solicitous to express liis satisfaclioD ; neither, have 
I any doubt that the |;entleman to whom our case imputes 
so much unfair practice, will, himself, be solicitous to meet 
this inquiry ; he has the means of doing so ; they are within 
his own power. If our suspicions are not well founded, he 
can prove it. He may have, for aught I know, in his own 
pocket at this instant, the means of refuting the charge which 
we make against him upon this occasion. It must of course be 
a great satisfaction to himself to be able to refute these charges; 
to shew that the suspicions which have been entertained con- 
cerning his conduct at this place, in reference to this election 
are perfectly ill founded ; to shew that the individuals who ex- 
ercise their franchises at this election, exercise them unfettered, 
that they are not under any such obligation as we suspect they 
are, either to that gentleman or to any other. That they are not, 
as we suspect they are, under the express condition of giving 
their votes to his Nominee; and that they renew that condition 
with him from year to year; that they are actaally in his pay ; 
that they receive money from him annually, on the express, the 
degrading condition of giving their votes at an election for two 
members to serve in Parliament, or one as the case may be, in 
favour of his Nominee : and that so implicitly, that they do not 
know even the name of the person for whom they engage to 
vote until he is pat in nomination by this gentleman. Sir, I l>e* 
lieve you will find this to be a case of some novelty, in as much 
as the gentleman to whom I allude, does not, as is usually done 
in cases of this kind, carry on his busine^ through the medium 
of an agent, but he transacts the whole of it himself; and the 
two honourable gentlemen who have been returned for this place, 
as we say, by the bribery of the gentleman to whom 1 have al- 
luded, have no property in this borough ; they have taken their 
seats, and are now filling the situation of members of Parliament 
as if duly elected; perfectly unconnected with this borougby 
without any property in it, perfectly unknown, even to those by 
whose suffrages they are retoroed. I doubt whether tbey%ere 
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Cricklade is u l>orough and market-town, 
consisting of two parishes, in the hundred of 

ever in the place which they represent. Certain it is, they took 
no part whatever in the election, but confided the whole of it its 
well they might to the gentleman of whom I have been speak- 
ing ; I mean Mr. Estcouit, who now attends the discussion of this 
case, and which I am glad he does, because it would be much 
more painful to me to state these matters in his absence than his 
presence. These two honourable gentlemen, no doubt, have 
settled with Mr. Estceurt how they are to be brought into Par- 
liament as representatives of this borough ; they have agreed 
upon the terms on which they are to come in, they know full 
well how they are to obtain the nomination of Mr. Estcourt : 
and they know, that to obtain that nomination, is to obtain the 
certainty of a return, and these matters are well known to Mr. 
Estcourt. Well, but it may be said that Mr. Estcourt being a 
person who possesses an honorable use of it, by returning these 
two gentlemen to Parliament upon public principles, considering 
them as fit persons to be returned to Parliament, or else from 
private friendship for them. Why Sir, 1 do not know that these 
gentlemen have any connexion whatever or ever had with Mr. 
Estcourt, except the transaction by which they have obtained 
their seats in Parliament ; and this shews how little value and 
importance Mr. Elstcourt attaches to a seat in Parliament, for it 
appears that he has bestowed it on two gentlemen perfectly gra- 
tuitously, without any consideration whatever, solely from favour 
and affection, and that too in the case of two gentlemen who do 
npt appear to be relations or kindred to him, who do not appear 
to have had, before this instance of his friendship occured any 
connexion whatever with Mr. Estcourt. Thus it is that these 
two lionorablf gentlemen who are at present sitting members 
for tins borough have obtained their seats. But, Sir, the im- 
poitant question in this case will he, bow were the votes ob^ 
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mined for these honorable g^utlemen ? By what means were such 
votes obtained ? and whether these five votes (for only five of the 
electors voted on this occasion) were fairly obtained on this occa- 
sion. Five votes have been given for Mr. Ladbrook and Mn Col- 
bonrn. Five of the burgesses only have exercised their franchises 
on this occasion. The alderman Mr. Spackman and four of the 
burgesses are all the persons who have voted •n this occasion. 
Then, Sir, the question is, by whom, or by what means, were 
the^e votes obtained ? for they appear to have been given in favor 
of two gentlemen who are perfect strangers to those who voted, 
and indeed to the place which they now represent, who had 
no recommendation whatever to the voters, nothing to make 
them naturally the subject of the choice of these persons; nothing 
whatever to recemmend them to this borough but the bare and 
unaccountable nomination of Mr. Estcourt. 

Now Sir, it is proper that I should introduce to you the nature 
and constitution of this place. You will find that the system 
has been pretty uniform. I shall shew the committee what sys- 
tem has prevailed in this snug little borough ; how the burgesses 
of it have been regularly kept in pay, in order that their votes 
should be at the will of a particular individual. I shall shew 
you, Sir, iu what manner, by what means, and how the business 
has been conducted before and since Mr. Estcourt has had the 
management of the corporation, which, as we are told, consists of 
an alderman and twelve burgesses, besides which are twenty-fonr 
assistants, out of whom the burgesses are elected ; and there is 
also a person under the denomination of high steward, and that 
situation is now and has for some time been filled by Mr. Est- 
court, whose duty as prescribed by the charter is to counsel and 
direct the burgesses : but he in point of fact, and practical e^ 
feet, controls the alderman and the burgesses in every thing which 
relates to their chusing members to represent the borough in 
Pailiament. Mr. Estcourt himself, who is the high steward of the 
borouo;h, is an officer who is chosen annually, and into which 
office he has been elected twice. He is chosen by the alderaian 
and tweive burgesses on Trinity Tuesday, and the alderman is 
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houses, and 1,333 inhabitants, of whom 171 were 
returned as being employed in trade, &c. The 

chown anniially on the same Trioitj Tuesday; any vacancy 
among the twelve capital hnrgesses is supplied by the alderman 
and snnriving burgesses by election out of the twenty-four assist- 
anU. Now Sir, yoo will find that this situation of high steward 
is from some practices which have prevailed in this borough, a si- 
tuation of very considerable importance ; a situation which was 
filled before Mr. Estcourt had it, by a gentleman of the name of 
Wilkins, who died in May, ISM. During his life Mr. Estcourt 
who was introduced to the burgesses as the agent of Mr. Wil- 
kins solicited to succeed him, and a contest arose upon that sub- 
ject, in which Estcourt was successful. He has been elected 
twice to that office as 1 hare already stated to the committee, 
and he now fills it. Now Sir, I will prove to this committee, 
that at the time Mr. Eatconrt canvassed for the situation of 
high steward, an office which he now holds, and also since he 
obtained it upon a reference being expressly made to what had 
passed at this place at the time of Mr. Wilkins, that he, Mr. 
Estcourt, publicly stated, expressly stated, that he should hold' 
that office, and conduct himself in respect of it, exactly on the 
same terms aa Mr. Wilkins had done. That he should do the 
saflBe aa Mr. Wilkins had done. You^will find him. Sir, canvass- 
ing the borough, and stating expressly to the electors of it by 
way of inducement to their chnsing him, that he should do in all 
respects what Mr. Wilkins bad done: and then Sir, the question 
will be, what were the terms and what the relations which sub- 
sisted between the high steward and burgesses of this borough 
when M. Wilkins held that office ; for, as it was held by Mr. 
Wilkins, so it was avowedly promised to be, and so it was and 
is actually held by Mr. Estcourt. Now Sir, you will find that 
Mr. Wilkins, who had a house in the neighbourhood of Malmes- 
bury, in return for the property he derived by the sale of the 
suffrages of the electors of the borough, and by the return to 
Parliament of members of his own nomination, gave to the bur- 
gesses a valuable pecuniary consideration. The course was this : 
to allow to each burgess an annuity of 90/. a year on condition 
that such buigess should vote for any person whom Mr. Wilkins 
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should nominate ; and for the due performance of this stipolatioo, 
Mr. VVilkius took bonds in the penalty of fiye hundred pounds 
each, of the electors ; thus taking care to secure to himself their 
▼otesy that the electors should do their duty, as it was called, for 
the annuity which they received ; that is to say, that each Toter 
should vote for any person whom Mr. Wilkins should nominate 
as a member of Parliament ibr the boroug:1i of Malmesbary, on 
Mr. Wilkins giving; to^^ery voter an annuity of dO/La-year. Thus 
the high steward of the borough of Malmesbnry took, from each of 
the burgesses of that borough, a bond in the penalty of 500/., 
conditioned for the due performance of the agreement, that such 
burgess should vote for any person whom he, the high steward 
should nominate to be member of Parliament for that borough ; 
while he, the high steward, contracted on his part to allow to 
such voter the yearly sum of 30/. This sum to be paid to each 
voter on Trinity Tuesday, as the burgesses elected him their 
high steward. Thus Mr. Wilkins secured at once his own re- 
turn as high steward, and also the return of his own nominee 
to be a member of P&rliament to represent this borough. This 
is perfectly well understood in that place, and the business was 
carried on reg^ularly and without interruption ; but the money (I 
mean the 30/. a year) was a little clandestinely, and indeed 
whimsically paid ; sometimes it was conveyed under a cabbage, 
and sometimes 1 understand, it was left in a more iDdecoms 
manner in a chamber utensil that bad been used by Mr. Wilkins 
after a feast which be gave to the burgesses ; and this was done 
in a manner that was unobserved by those who might be present 
at the banquet, but who having nothing to give in return for.it, 
were not admitted into the secret : but whenever this money was 
paid, it was done in a manner which [Mnly shewed that the par- 
ties were ashamed of what they were doing. Mr. Wilkins was 
punctual in the payment of his money for this laudable pur- 
pose for a while, but he afterward) fell into arrear, and contiued 
so up to the time of his death, for he died before he made his 
Annual payments to the eleetors of this borough; and to make up 
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for the contingency of the electors losing by bis death, he made 
his will, and by that will he left ^re hundred pounds to be di- 
vided among the capital burgesses, and of which they were all 
to participate except one person of the name of Hill, who had 
oflfeuded him by voting contrary to his wishes. But with respect 
to the rest of the case, the only way in which it can bo discussed 
is, by considering whether the way in which Mr. £6teourt 
acted, or rather in which Mr. Wilkins acted, for Mr. Estconrt de- 
clared over and over again, that he should act in the same man- 
ner as Mr. Wilkins his predecessor acted, is as I have stated. 
That way was perfectly well known to Mr. Estcourt, for he was 
with Mr. Wilkins, acted as his agent, and managed affiurs for 
him sometime before his dtath. That Mr. Estceort was per- 
fectly initiated into the mysteries of this borough sometime bo- 
fore the death of Mr. Wilkins. All which 1 have no doubt, 
will be clearly explained by Mr. Elstcourt when he comes into the 
witness box to be examined upon this subject, of which nobody 
knows more than himself. We shall then hear whether Mr. £st- 
ctmrt will contradict that statement or not ; 1 mean as to what past 
between Mr. Wilkins and the electors of this borough, before he 
Mr. Estcourt, was a principal actor in the scene. We shaU 
hear from ^Ir. Estcourt, if the learned counsel for the sitting 
members shall venture to call him, what the practice was of this 
borough in matters of election of members to serve in Parliament, 
previous to his being steward of it ; for, to that subject he is not 
only competent, but a good, and, perhaps, the best witness, be- 
cause he was in a confidential situation, being employed by, and 
having the management of, the most interesting concerns of the 
borough, which Mr. Wilkins was concerned in. And after the 
death of Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Estcourt succeeded to all his powers 
in this borough, that is a proposition which will not be disputed, 
because it cannot be disputed that Mr. Estcourt solicited the 
burgesses that he should succeed Mr. Wilkins in the office of 
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high steward of this borough ; nor cao it be disputed that Mr, 
£stcourt> succeeded in his endeavours to obtain the object of that 
solicitation. Why then. Sir, 1 have only to prove what the 
habit of Mr. Wilkins was in the conduct of this borougA, and 
then the declaration of Mr. Estcourt, that he would do as Mr. 
l^Ikins had done ; by that declaration I contend Mr. Estcourt 
will be concluded, for he declared expressly, that he should do * 

the same as Mr. Wilkins had done in this borough, thereby re* 
lerring to the conduct of Mr. Wilkins who was his predecessor 
in the office of high steward, and manager of the political con- 
cerns of the borough. Now, Sir, yon will find that Mr. Est- 
court has done honor to his engagements with the burgesses of 
this borough ; that the engagement between him and them has 
been, as we should expect them to be, by a man of his honor and 
integrity, faithfully fulfilled on his part. You will find, Sir, that 
Mr. Estcourt has not only fulfilled to the letter, but also to the 
spirit, his engagement with the electors of this borough ; for 
you will find. Sir, that although Mr* Estcourt only promised to 
do exactly the same as Mr. Wilkins did, yet that Mr. Estcourt 
like a conscientious man, considered the value of money, that is, 
the comparative value of money at the time he became master of 
the borough, and that of his predecessor Mr. Wilkins, being the 
disposer of it ; and with that feeling, Mr. Estc^ourt raised the an- 
nuity from 30/. to ML a-year. . In this I do not blame Mr. Est- 
court, but I should rather commend him, for things are dearer 
now than they were when his predecessor had the sale of this 
borough. We live in better times now than then, and why 
should not the price of men's vows, or their consciences rise, as 
well as any article in the market. Mr. Estcourt having faith- 
fully and honorably performed what he stipulated with the 
burgesses of this borough, has been by them as faithfully and 
honorably elected every year into the office of its high steward, 
and as such officer, Mr. Estcourt has taken a house in Malmes- 
bury called Culver-House, not for any constant residence which 
he has there, but merely for the purposes of these elections, and 
where he received the burgesses^ and (what will be of itself suf- 
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fident ground for the committee setting aside this election, by de« 
^ daring it void) treated the burgesses on the Wednesday preced- 

ing the election. This was at CulTcr-Hoose just before the 
dection* 

Then, Sir, I hare to »tate to this committee it was in this way 
that Mr. Estconrt conducted himself at the time of the last elec- 
tion for the borough of Malmesbnry. That Mr. Estcourt is the 
gentleman who has managed this business is beyond all doubt. 
I will profe to you. Sir, by n variety of circumstances, which 
proceeded the actual election, that these two gentlemen, Mr. 
Ladbrook and Mr. Col boom, iii ho are absolutely strangers to this 
place, never gave themselres any trouble concerning it. That 
neither of them was even personally piesent either at the elec- 
tion, or at any time previous to it ; that neither of thrm ever 
canvassed one of the electors. It is usual, you know. Sir, for 
gentlemen who aspire to the honour of a seat in Parliament, to so- 
licit the suffrages of those whom they wish to represent. But 
here there was no such thing. You need not trouble yourself 
with any canvassing here. In some places that is very neces- 
sary, and troublesome enough it is on many occasions ; but never 
mind it here, leave that to Mr. Estcourt ; he will manage your 
election without putting yon to the trouble of asking a single 
voter : indeed, who is there to ask ; since all the voters are an- 
nuitants of Mr. Estcourt, on condition that they shall vote an- 
nually for him as their high steward, and for whomsoever he 
chuses, as a burgess, when a vacancy occurs, to keep up the 
number of twelve; and finally, to vote for the nominee of Mr. 
Estcourt, even without knowing the name of the nominee until 
' k the hour of election of a member to serve in Parliament ! Can- 

vassing, therefore, is a burthen which those who chnse to repre-' 
sent this borough, are exempted from. 1 will prove to you, Sir, 
that Mr. Estcourt made application for the writ for obvious rea- 
sona; for the purpose of getting a little advantage, which, we 
all know arises from the possession of the writ, and also to the pre- 
cept upon that writ, which warrants the procedure of an election. 
He wished to hate both in the most convenient manner ; he was 
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disappointed, however, in one of these objects, namely, in the 
application for the writ, which he did not obtain according to his 
wishes ; bat he knew that he was sure of succeeding with 
the under sheriff in his application for the precept ; accordingly 
he applied for and obtained that precept of the under sheriff, 
through the medium of a gentleman who was his clerk. I will 
prore that fact as a preliminary to shew the connection of Mr. 
Estconrt with this election, as introductory to the proof of his 
being the actual manager of it altogether. I will prove also, 
that Mr. Estcourt paid the customary fee on this occasion on the 
return of the election whatever that fee is, the sum I am sot at 
present apprised of; but be it what it may, Mr. Estcourt paid it. 
I will then prove to you. Sir, the nomination of the candidates by 
Mr. Estcourt ; in truth, the burgess-es of this borough never 
would have known any thing of these two gentleman who are the 
sitting members, without the assistance of Mr. Estcourt ; if they 
had not been nominated by Mr. Estcourt, these two gentlemen 
would never have been heard of; indeed, so little were they 
known to those who are made to chnse them as their representa- 
tives in Parliament, that Mr. Estcourt was under the necessity of 
saying to them by way of explanation of what they were to do : 
" Gentlemen, yon have been addressed on behalf of Mr. Lad- 
broek and Mr. Col bourn, who are candidates to represent you in 
Parliament :*' this was the signal to the electors whom they were 
to elect ; without it they would not have known whom it was 
the pleasure of Mr. Estconrt they shonld return ; for, as this pe» 
tition states, there were several other candidates at that election ; 
it was, therefore, through the medium of Mr. Estcourt, that the 
electors knew who they were to chnse ; these gentlemen, Mr. 
Ladbrook and Mr. Coulboum, never had been at Malmesbury, 
nor had so much as addressed themselves to the electors by 
letter ; therefore, for fear they should stumble and mistake, and 
fM> return the wrong persons, Mr* Estcourt was obliged to remind 
them who the real persons were, whom they were to elect ; and 
accordingly they took the hint, and voted for Mr. Ladbrook and 
Mr. Colbourn; that is to say, five of the burgesses voted for 
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these two geotleraen, and the other candidates gave no further 
trouble. The election, as yoa will naturally suppose, took up 
▼ery little time. The persons who voted had a right to vote. 
I am not disputing that point at all. It is clear, that they were 
electors, and exercised properly their franchise, supposing them 
to have done it with purity. Oo the other hand, if they were, 
as we say they were, under a general contract and engagement 
with Mr. Estcourt, to vote for his nominee, it is equally clear, 
that their votes are good for nothing ; for if they actually en- 
gaged to vote for the nominee of Mr. Hstcourt, or of any other 
person, for any pecuniary or other gifl, that is a good ground on 
which those, for whom they so voted, cannot retain their votes; 
bnt this is a fact which the committee will be aware it is im- 
possible for me to prove, otherwise than by the . declarations of 
some of these parties. 1 understand, however, that I shall be 
able to do so ; that 1 shall be able to establish, to the satisfiao- 
tion of this committee, -that the borgesses of this borough stood 
in the situation which I have stated, and that they voted for the 
consideration which 1 have stated, consequently, their votes 
will be struck off, and the election will be declared void ; that 
is all we seek by the present petition ; for the petitioner does 
not contend, that he was duly elected; he contends, that Mr. 
Ladhrook and Mr. Colbourn were not duly elected. I will prove 
to you, with respect to Mr. Alderman Spackman, and the four 
other borgesses, who voted at this election, as follows : first ; that 
Mr. Daniel Spackman is an alderman, and that he is the return- 
ing officer of the borough, and that before he became a burgess 
he was an ironmonger and cooper, and a man of some property, 
and him I shall examine as a witness, by whose testimony we 
shall endeavour to make out part of our case. The second per- 
son whose vote was given, and which we say ought to be struck 
on the grounds which I have already stated, is Richard Neate. 
Perhaps the committee will think it worth while to to take down 
these names: — Richard Neate; he was a small jobber, and let 
out a horse to hire, and now rents some lands. He is the second 
whom I object to, on the grounds already stated to the commit- 
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tee. The third is George Rossell ; he was a tailor, a person 
who I QDclerstand to have been in the most needy circnmstancesy 
and cootiaued to work at his trade ontil the death of Mr. Wilkins» 
when be left off bis business, and has since purchased a booae 
of John Hook at one hundred pounds. The fourth is, Thomas 
Nichols, who is a hatter, and he is possessed of a small estate. 
The fiAh, and last that voted, is Edward Poating, who kept a 
small garden, and rented two small closea of Mr. Wilkins, as 
garden ground : the two closes were given up. His chief em- 
ployment, I understand, to be that of going to farm-houses -to 
kill pigs : so that you see. Sir, these four persons, who voted 
at this election, were persons who, before they were called to 
fill the situation of burgesses, were in a very inferior condition 
of life. With reapect to Spackman, the alderman, I will prove to 
you, Sir, that, upon application to him to vote for Lord Peter- 
borough, to succeed Mr. Wilkins as high steward, he answered in 
the negative. He refused tp give his vote. He was endeavoured 
to be prevailed with; but he answered, that he should not 
vote in that way, for that Mr. Eatconrt held the money which he 
had for the seats only for the electors : that Mr. Estcourt said, 
he ahould not get a penny by it for himself, but that, after paying 
his expenses, that is, the money which he was out of pocket 
merely, he should divide the rest among the burgesses, saying 
to a witness whom we shall produce to the committee, you know 
they (meaning Mr. Estcourt) have the majority. Mr. Estcourt 
has behaved very well, and agreed to give the burgesses all the 
money he received from the members. And, to another witness, 
Mr. Spackman said, that her and the other burgesses, the friends 
of Mr. Estcourt, might have what they would at the Tetbury 
bank. Thus, you will find, Mr. Spackman, the alderman, and 
returning officer of this borough, has declared, that Mr. Est* 
court had promised to divide, amongst the burgesses, all the 
money which he should receive of the members for their seats. 
I will also prove to you. Sir, by persons who were witnesses to 
them, that certain bonds (which boDds, 1-btlieve^ are now 

PART II. VOL. III. O 
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It was agreed tbat the right of election for this 
borough is in the freeholders, copyholders, and 
leaseholders, for three years. 



detftroyed by th« execiitore of Mr. Wilkios) tbat certain bonds 
wero si¥«^ to Mr. Wilkina in bis lifetima, by several of tbe boi^ 
gesBCBj in tbe penalty of five bnndred poonds, conditioned for 
tbeir voting for tbe nominee of Mr. WUkina at tbe election for 
tbia boroogb, as a consideration for their annuity of tbirty poonds 
a-year. I do not know tbat I sball be able to produce any one of 
tbese bonds, because, as I bave said already, 1 am alitaid tbey 
are all destroyed ; whetber one of them is preserved l.knovr not, 
but I believe I shall be able to prove tbe destruction of. them, 
and, perhaps, I shall be able tp .prove the actual payment of tbe 
anonity of tbirty pounds a-year to tome of the burgesses, in tbe 
Ufetime of Mr« Wilkins. I sball .begin this part of tbe case by 
proving, tbat Mr. Wilkina held the office of high ateward for 
tbia borough for many years; that be was a person of great 
interest in the borough. I willtl^n shew, tbat the voters bound 
themselves in a large penalty to him to vote for his nominee. I 
will call a person before the committee who signed a iM^nd to 
tbat effect in consideration of the. annuity which Mr. Wilkins 
paid to him ; and who will prove, that this payment waa made 
annually, a short time after Trinity Tuesday^ for that is tbe day 
for the annual Action of the municipal officers of the borough. 
Mr. Wilkioa died in May, 1804, a liltle while before he was to 
bave made bis annual payment of these annuities to tbe voters. 
Mr. Estcourt, sometime before the death of Mr. Wilkins, applied 
to the burgesses that tbey would elect him as the successor of 
Mr. Wilkins, alleging, it was the wish of Mr. Wilkins that 
Mr. Estcourt should succeed him in the management of the 
borough, although the truth of tbat is doubtful, for it is sus- 
pected, that Mr. Wilkins^s wishes were against Mr. Estcourt : 
be tbat as it may, Mr. Estcourt certainly succeeded, and be 
is now the master of this borough in the same manner as Mr* 
Wilkins was. He came in upon the same terms as Mr. Wil- 
kins had the management of this place, with the difierence only, 
that he pays fifty pounds a-year to each voter, and Mr. Wilkins 
paid only thirty pounds. Mr. Estcourt promised that, if he was 



CRICKLADB. 1 95 

Whereupon resolved: ^'- That Charles Fox, esq., 
the sitting member, is duly elected/' ' 

^' That Thomas Freake, esq., is not duly 
elected." V i . 

^^ Tbat Edmund Webb, esq., is duly elected/* 

Jan. 32, 16S8. A petition of Thomas Freaks, 
esq. 

April 1, 16S9. Colonel Birch reported^ that a 
witness produced the poll, and observed, that the 
persons first placed were the persons that showed 
their leases to the bailiff; the personk placed fiext cienberrie, 
were the freeholders, &c. The returning officer, J\i;*'"®* 
und^r a pretence of danger, closed the poll bel3re 
all the electors had voted. The numbers then 
stood, 91 for Webb, one of the candidates, and 
only 5 for Freake, the other candidate. The re* 
turning officer refused to renew the poll, and it 
was continued by the constable. When the two 
lists were added, the numbers were, for Freake 50, 
for Webb only 35. The House allowed the con- 
stable's poll, and declared Freake duly elected^ The 
returning officer was ordered into custody. 

Nov. 96, 1695. A petition of several of the in- njour. 
habitants of this borough. The petition was^'**'' 
founded on the want of due notice of tbeelection, ^•'"^ 
and the shortness of the time given being only one 
day. The petitioner's counsel argued, ** That it 

appointed high steward, and had themaBa^mentof the boroQgh» 
that he should hold it on the same temis as Mr. Wilkioa did: 
that he should giye the same annual donation as Mr. Wilkins 
had done. That the witness which I shall bring before you had 
the consideration himself; and that he TOted for Mr. Wilkins, 
as high staward»ior tliat consideratiw*** 

o 2 
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could not appear reasonable notice, because such 
deeds were necessary to be produced to make out 
the voter's right, which would require a longer 
time/' 

Resolved : '' That Charles Fox and Edmund 
Webb, esqrs., are duly elected/' 

** That the petition is frivolous, vexatious, and 
groundless/' 

It appears from these two cases the voters used 
to produce their leases to the bailiff. 

Dec. 16, 1698. A petition of Joseph Stiles, 
esq. — No report. 

Dec. 5, 1710. Sir George Hanger, knt., peti- 
tioned. — No report. 

March 3, 1713. Samuel Robinson, esq., peti- 
tioned. — Withdrawn . 

June 11, 1814. A petition of Edmund Warn- 
ford, esq. — No report. 

In January, 1791, Jacob Sawbridge, esq., was 
expelled the House for being guilty of a notorious 
breach of trust as a South Sea director. 

In I7S9, petitions were presented by M. D. 
Morton, esq., against the return of his successor, 
which was afterwards withdrawn. 

In 1741, there was a double return, viz. Charles 
Gore and Welbore Ellis, esqrs. ; the former waved 
his return, as he was also chosen for Hertford- 
shire. 
Gienbeme, In 1774, on the decease of William Earle, esq., 
w-su. there was another double return, viz. John Dewar 
and Samuel Peach, esqrs. They both petitioned 
v.i.p. 159. the House Jan. 19, 177^, and a committee was 
chosen Feb. 14. The petitioners complained of 
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treating, occasioning a riot, &c., and there was 
strong evidence of the poll being unduly closed by 
the returning officer ; and on Feb. 91, the com- 
mittee determined that the election was void. 
Samuel Peach, esq., having been afterwards re- 
turned, John Dewar, esq., and six electors peti- 
titioned against his return in 1775. 

Feb. 1, 17769 the House was moved, That or- Gienbenrie, 
ders made on the Slst of October last, for taking sVa/'^' 
into consideration to-morrow the petition of John 
Dewar, esq., and also the petition of the several 
persons whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
&c., complaining of an undue election, might be 
read. And the said orders being read, they were 
ordered to be discharged. 

Ordered : ** That the said petition be taken into 
consideration Feb. 7." A committee was accord- 
ingly chosen on that day ; and on Feb. S, the two 
petitions were read, complaining of undue, cor- 
rupt, and illegal practices. 

On Feb. 19, the committee, by their chairman, 
informed the House, ** That the petitioner, John 
Dewar, esq., was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned." 

In 1780, Samuel Petrie and others petitioned Feckweu, 
against the election of Paul Benfield and John^***^""^ 
MTherson, «esqrs. The petition stated that, at 
the late election of members to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the borough of Cricklade, in the bounty 
of Wilts, Paul Benfield, esq., John Macpherson, 
esq., and the petitionee were candidates; and 
that, previous to, and during, and after the poll, 
the said Paul Benfield aD\jd John Macpherson, by 
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themselves and their agents, were guilty of many 
gross and notorious acts of bribery and corrup- 
tion, whereby many of the voters were influenced 
to give their votes for the said Paul Benfield atid 
John Macpherson, and did by themselves or their 
agents entertain and alltiw to the said electors^ 
who had a right to vote inf the said election, mb- 
ney, meat, drink, entertainndent, or provision, 
atid by such unlawfVil means ; and by threats 
and promises, and diVers other corrupt and un- 
warrantable practices and proceedings of the said 
]^aul Benfield and John Macpherson, their dgents 
and abettors, they have procured themselves to be 
unduly returned to serve in Parlianient for the said 
borough, to the manifest injury of the petitioner, 
and in violation of the rights and privileges of the 
said borough, and of the Commons of England ; 
and that th^ returniiig offiter, during the course of 
the said election, admitted many persons to poll 
for the said Paul Benfield and John Macpherson, 
who were not duly qualified, ind rejected the legal 
votes of other persons Who tendered their votes in 
favour of the petitioner ; and that the petitioner 
conceives he had a great majority of the legal and 
uncorrupted votes at the said election, and was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned ; and 
therefore praying the House to take the premises 
into consideration, and to grant unto the petitioner 
such relief as to the House shall seem meet. 

A committee was appointed on the 4th of Ja- 
nuary, 1782, to try the merits of this petition, 
when a scene of bribery and Corruption presented 
itself, elqual to what we have treported either of 
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Slioreham, Shaftesbury, Hindon, or Arundel; but 
to enter into a detail of the evidence would ex- 
ceed the limits of all the rest put together. 

The committee reported to the House, on the 
first of February following, by Sir Harbord Har- 
bord, their chairman : 

'^ That Paul Benfield, esq., is duly elected." 

** That John Macphereon, esq., is not duly 
elected." 

^' That Samuel PetriCj esq., is not duly elected 
a burgess to serve in Parliament for the borough 
c^Cricklade." 

Sir Harbord Harbord also reported, ^' That it 
appears to this committee, that there was the most 
notorious bribery and corruption at the last elec- 
tion of burgesses to serve in Parliament for the 
borough of Cricklade, in the county of Wilts." 

'^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the said bribery and corruption require the most 
serious consideration of Parliament." 

It was ordered, that the said report be taken into 
consideration upon the 18th of February instant; 
and, that the minutes of the proceedings taken 
before the said select committee be laid before the 
House. 

It was at the same time ordered, that no new 
writ for electing a bufgess for the borough of 
Cricklade should issue, until the House have 
taken the said report into consideration. 

On the 18th of February, the House resolved to 
agree with the committee ib the above resolutions, 
and ordered a bill to be brought in, to prevent 
bribery and eoiruption in the elections of meml:^nr 



200 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

• 

to serve in Parliament for the said borougb of 
Cricklade. 

Three petitions were presented against the said 
bill by certain electors of Cricklade, on the 5th of 
March following; which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and the petitioners allowed to be heard by 
counsel against the bill upon the second reading. 

On the 7th the petitioners were heard by coun- 
sel, and the bill was ordered to be committed. 

After going through the several stages, the bill 
passed, and received the royal assent on the I7th 
of May following. In the preamble it recites, 
that, 

*' There was the most notorious bribery and 
corruption at the last election of burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for the borough of Cricklade, in the 
county of Wilts ; and that such bribery and cor- 
ruption is likely to continue and be practised in 
the said borough in future, unless some means are 
taken to prevent the same. In order, there- 
fore, to prevent such unlawful practices for the 
future, and that the said borough may from hence- 
forth be duly represented in Parliament; be it 
enacted by the king's most excellent majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this pre- 
sent Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, that from henceforth it shall and may 
be lawful to apd for every freeholder, being above 
the age of twenty-one years, who shall have, 
within the hundreds or divisions of Highworth, 
Cricklade, Staple, Kingsbridge, and Malmesbury, 
or one or more of them, ip the county of Wilts, 
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a freehold of the clear yearly value of forty shil- 
lings, to give bis vote at every election of bur- 
gesses to serve in Parliament for the said borough 
of Cricklade/' 

II. ^* And it is further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, '^ That the right of election of a member 
or members to serve in Parliament for the said bo- 
pough of Cricklade, shall be, and is hereby declared 
to be, in such freeholders as aforesaid, and in the 
persons who, by the custom and usage of the said 
borough, have, or shall hereafter have, a right to 
vote at such election ; and the proper officer for 
the time being, to whom the return of every writ 
or process does belong, is hereby required to return 
the person or persons to serve in Parliament for 
the said borough who shall have the major number 
of votes of such freeholders and other persons 
having a right to vote at such election, any law or 
usage to the contrary notwithstanding." 

III. ^* It likewise provides, That such free- 
holders only shall be entitled to vote as shall be 
duly qualified to vote at elections for knights of 
the shire for the said county of Wilts, according to 
the laws now in being for regulating county elec- 
tions." 

Mr. Petrie would clearly have established his 
right to a seat in Parliament, upon the merits of 
the above petition, but for the admissibilty of evi- 
dence which was afterwards proved to have been 
perjured: His country is certainly considerably 
indebted to him for exposing such a system of 
venality ; and the electors of Cricklade owe him 
their gratitude for restoring them to the situation 
of freemen. 
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A number of actions were afterwards brought, 
upon the act of 3 Geo. II., chap. 34. against the 
principals and agents concerned in bribing and cor- 
rupting the electors, in order to recover the penal- 
ties of five hundred pounds for each offence; 
when Mr. Petrie was fortunate enough to recover 
upon most of them. 

The election next after passing this act, hap- 
pened in June, 1788, when the Hon. George Ri- 
chard St. John, and Samuel Petrie, esq., were 
candidates to supply the place of Mr. Macpherson. 
The contest at the poll was only between Mr. St. 
John and Mr. Petrie, the other candidates having 
previously declined. The election was decided, by 
a great majority, in Mr. St. John's favour : but 
Mr. Petrie petitioned against him. This petition, 
which was not tried during the session in which it 
was presented, was renewed in the session follow- 
ing, but soon after withdrawn. 

At the general election, in 1784, Charles West- 
leye Coxe, esq., and Robert Adamson, esq., were 
candidates in the Opposition^ or, what was then 
called the Coalition interest, and were opposed by 
John Walter Heneage, esq., and Robert Nicholas, 
esq., who were on the side of Administration. The 
poll, according to the return of the bailiff, was as 
follows : 

Mr. Coxe 443 — Mr. Adamson 435 — Mr. 

Heneage 373 — Mr. Nicholas 358. 

A petition was presented by Mr. Heneage and 

Mr. Nicholas against this return ; which came to 

be heard bfore a committee on the 14th of Febru- 

^ty^ 1785 ; when it appeared that a number of fie- 
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titious voters had been made under the right of 
the borough of Cricklade, where the inhabitants 
possessing houses, who are ffeeholders, copy- 
holders, or leaseholders, for any term not less than 
three years, or for any such term, or greater term, 
determinable on life or Vives^ freeholder ^ tuck copy- 
holder ^ or leaseholder^ having been in the occupa^ 
lion of the House^ for which he may claim to votCj 
forty days preceding the election. 

One hundred and thirty -six of these votes were 
objected to, fbr htv'itig fraudulent leases^ or none 
at all ; some, as not having been resident forty 
days ; and others as inmates, or having split te« 
hements. Forty votes were objected to as parish 
poor; besides twenty of the hundred voters who 
were also objected to for different reasons. It ap- 
peared in evidence, that most of these votes had 
been faggottedy and that the returning officer had 
been guilty of gross partiality in favour of the sitting 
members. On the 4th of April, the committee re- 
ported to the House, " That the petitioners were 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned/* 

The chairman at the same time reported, ^^That 
the conduct of the returning officer, in taking the 
poll, and making the return, at the last election 
of members to serve in Parliament for the borough 
of Cricklade, was partial and illegal, whereby a 
colourable majority was obtained on the poll for 
Mr. Coxe and Mr. Adamson." 

This report, which was taken into consideration 
by the House, after long and tedious debates, and 
repeated adjournments, the whole session was 



S04 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

spent without coming to any conclusion upon the 
subject. 

At the general election in 1790, Mr. Petrie 
again offered himself a candidate, in opposition to 
the old members, when the numbers were, for 
Mn Eastcourt 246 — Mr, Heneage 194 — 

Mr. Petrie 111. 
Btttton'f jhe two former gentlemen being returned, in 
consequence of their majority, Mr. Petrie and 
some of the inhabitants again petitioned against 
the election of Mr. Heneage and Mr. Eastcourt. 
The petition was renewed the second and third 
sessions. On March 15, 1793, the chairman of 
the committee appointed to investigate this case 
reported to the House, that the committee had 
met with an interruption to their proceedings by 
Mr. Petrie, the petitioner, having been yesterday 
arrested. Upon motion it was agreed to, that the 
report by Mr. Bastard, the chairman, be referred 
to an open committee, to consider thereof, to ex- 
amine precedents, and the chairman to report on 
the 18th, which he did : that the committee, con- 
sidering the circumstances attending the arrest 
of Mr. Petrie, petitioner against the late election 
for Cricklade pending the trial of that election, are 
of opinion that the privil^e of Parliament ex- 
tended itself to the case of Mr. Petrie ; he there- 
fore moved, that Mr. Petrie be discharged from 
the custody of the sheriff of Middlesex, to which 
the House agreed nem. con. On March 9S, the 
chairman reported, That the sitting members had 
been duly elected ; that the petition of Mr. Petrie, 
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as far as it related to Mr. Eastcourt, was frivolous 
and vexatious ; and that the petition of the inha- 
bitants of Cricklade, as far as it related to the 
rights of election, was frivolous and vexatious. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

April 1, 1684. Is in the freeholders and copy- 
holders of the borough-houses, ■ and leaseholders, 
for any term not under three years only. 

June 10, 1685. Agreed by the counsel on 
both sides to be in the freeholders, copyholders^ 
and leaseholders for three years. 

April 1, 1689* Agreed by the counsel on both 
sides, that the right of election is in the free- 
holders and copyholders of borough-houses^ and 
leaseholders for any term not under three years. 

Feb. 8, 1776. Is in the Inhabitants possessing 
houses within the said borough, who are free- 
holders, copyholders, or leaseholders for any term 
not less than three years, or for any such term, or 
greater term, determinable on life or lives ; such 
freeholder, copyholder, or leaseholder, having been 
in the occupation of the house for which.he may 
claim to vote, four days preceding any election. 

That the houses which were in the occupation 
of Thomas Bound, Thos. Kilmaster, sen. Richard 
Liddell, William Mabson, John Pounds, and 
Robert Strange, at the last election, are within the 
boundary of the said borough, 

1783. By act of parliament is further vested in 
the freeholders of the five hundreds or divisions 
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of High worth, Cxicklade, Staple, Kingabridge, and 
Malmeabury. 

NUMBSR OF TOTERS — 1,200. 

Hbtuening officer — the Bailiff of the bo- 
rough, appointed at the court-leet of the lord of the 
manor. 

Patron — Joseph Pitt, esq., one member. 

POLITICAi;. CHARACTER. 

This borough is only remarkable for its former 
corruption, the last case which caused the right of 
voting to be extended to the .five neighbouring 
hundreds we have reported in the representative 
history. 

The ancient right of the borough votecs being 
also retained and exercised in common with the 
ftwholders of the five ad^dihing hundreds, and 
these freeholds, copyholds, and leaseholds, having 
been bought up by the late Earl of Caernarvon, 
enabled his lordship to create at every election 
about two hundred fictitious votes, by the assist- 
ance of which he always nominated one of the 
members. The fictitious leases are fully described 
in the Cricklade case of 1784, when Mr. Heneage 
and Mr. Nicholas, petitioned against the return of 
Mr. Coxe, and Mr. Adamson. The present Earl 
of Caernarvon sold this borough property, toge- 
ther with the manor and the appointment of the 
returning officer, to Mr. Pitt, an attorney and 
banker at Cirencester, who now returns one of the 
members. 

Lord Viscount Andover, son of the Earl of Suf- 
folk, was a oairdidate for this borough at the ge- 
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neral election in 1807, and bad a majority of one 
hundred and twenty legal votes, but the returning 
officer, who is always the creature of the lord of 
the manor, admitted the fictitious voters to 
be polled, and determined the election against 
him. 

The enormous expenses attending a petition 
where all the evidence are to be brought near a 
hundred miles to London, and the time occupied 
in scrutinizing two hundred surreptitious claims, 
which must be examined individually, is sufficient 
to deter the most opulent candidate from seeking 
redress. 



LUDGERSHALL. 

« 

LUDGBRSHALL Or LuGGBRSHALL IS a borOUgb 

and parish in the hundred of Amesbury, Wilts, 
15 miles from Salisbury, and 70 from London; 
containing 109 houses and 471 inhabitants. Fair, 
25th July. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Edward the 
First's Parliaments, and made three returns in Ed- 
ward the Second's, and three in Edward the 
Third's time, ceased sending after 9.th Richard the 
Second, till 9th Henry the Fifth, from which time 
it has been constantly represented. 

Petitions, &c. March 10, 1695. Sir John 
Finch reported a double return. Sir William 
Walter and Mr. Mason by one, and Sir William 
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Walter and Sir Thomas Jea by another. Com- 
mittee agreed the election of Sir William Walter 
good ; but for the other a new election. 

May 23, 1660. Mr. Turner reported a double 
return, that the question appeared to be whether 
the freeholders alone, or the freeholders and inha- 
bitants, have right to elect members to serv^ in 
Parliament for this borough ; and the committee 
are of opinion that the freeholders and inhabitants 
of this borough have right to elect ; and that 
William Thomas, esq., returned by one of the in- 
dentures, (having a greater number of votes than 
Sir John Evelyn, knt., who is returned by the^ 
other indenture) is duly elected : whereto the 
House agreed. 

March S4, 1680. A petition of Thos. Neal and 
John Garrard, esqrs., touching the election for this 
borough ; and also another of Sir John Talbot, 
knt., and John Smith, esq., touching the same 
election. — Never heard. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Challoner Chute, 
esq., complaining of the undue return for this bo- 
rough. — No report. 

April 3, 1690. A petition of Edward Harrison, 
merchant, complaining of an undue return made 
by William Munday, junr., the bailiff. — No re- 
port. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Webb, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Thomas Neal, 
esq., and Mr. Kent, by bribery, &c. 

Feb. 11. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported that the 
candidates were Mr. Kent, Mr. Neal, and the 
petitioner, and the poll was. 
For Mr. Kent, 71— Mr, Neal, 53— Mr. Webb, 47. 
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Hilton said, Mr. Neat sent 50l. to this borough 
by bis servant Fransham, a little before the last 
Parliament was dissolved ; and Fransham and one 
Bullock, who was agent for Mr. Neal, disposed of 
it by ten shillings to each voter, who would be for 
Mr. Neal : that two or three days before the writs 
came out he (Hilton) and four others had ten shil- 
lings each, and he saw ten or twelve pounds paid 
at ten shillings each, and he put his mark to a 
paper promising to vote for Mr. Neal. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved, 

1st. *^ That the right of electing members to 
Berve in Parliament for this borough is in the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants not receiving alms.'' 

3nd. *^ That Thomas Neal, esq., is not duly 
elected." 

3rd. " That John Webb, esq., is duly elected.** 

Upon second reading the first question it was 
proposed to amend by leaving out the words, 
'* freeholders and inhabitants not receiving alms," 
and inserting instead thereof, *^ such persons who 
*^ have any estate of inheritance of freehold or 
^Measehold, determinable upon life or lives; 
^^ within this borough,*' which was agreed to by 
the House. 

Resolved, *^ That the right of electing members 
to serve in Parliament for this borough, is in such 
persons who have any estate of inheritance of free- 
hold or leasehold determinable upon life or lives 
within the borough. 

The second and third resolutions were also read 
twice, and agreed to. 

PART II. VOL. III. p 
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Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Edmund Webb 
aod John Webb, esqrs., conipUining of an undue 
return of Walter Kent and Thomaa Powell ofLon- 
doP) merchants, by partiality of John Noyes the 
then bailiff, who was prevailed on by them to be- 
come their agent, and return them whether they 
were duly electa or not, and other illegal prac- 
tices. 

Nov. 3, 1705. A petition of John Dobbs, 
William Bayley, and other persons dqly qualified 
to vote, to the same effect, 

Mr. Compton reported that the right of election 
was agreed to be in the freeholders and leaseholders 
of the said borough, ^ life or lives. 

On the bailiff's poll the numbers were. 

For Mr. Kent 54 — Mr. Powell 48— Mr. Edr 
mtind Webb 48 — Mr. John Webb 42. 

The petitioners endeavoured to add so many to 
the poll, and disqualify so many as polled for the 
returned members as would make a majority for 
the petitioners, and they called many witnesses as 
evidence of corrupt practices. 

On the other hand, to prove bribery against the 
petitioners, many witnesses were called. Charles 
Crouch said, Thomas Poulton offered him fifty 
guineas and a bell to be for the petitioners. 

John Lay said, be was offered ten guineas if he 
would turn himself and three others to be for the 
petitioners. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved, 

*' That Walter Kent, esq., is duly elected." 

** That Thomas Powell, esq., is not duly 
elected." 
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'^ That Edmund Webb, esq., is not duly 
elected.** 

** That John Webb, esq., is duly elected." 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Henry Skylling, 
esq., against the return of Robert Feme, esq. — 
No report. 

March 30, 1713. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
against the return of John Ivory Talbot and John 
Webb, esqrs. — Withdrawn. 

Oct. 18, 1792. A petition ofThos. Webb, ser- 
geant at law, against the return of John Webb and 
Borlase Webb, for bribery, &c. 

Jan. S3, 1793. Another petition of said Thos. 
Webb, to the same effect. 

Nov. 25, 1794. Another petition of said Thos. 
Webb, same as last. — Dec. 9. Withdrawn. 

Jan. 93, \7d5. John Dalston, esq., petitioned. 
— Withdrawn. 

Dec. 1, 1790. John Drummond and Robert Ptekwtiu 
Dfummond, esqrs., petitioned against the election l'^{^'^^^* 
of the Hon. William A. Harbord and George Au- 
gustus Selwyn, esq. The petitioners alleged, that 
the majority of legal votes was in their favour. 

Feb. 16, 1791. The Speaker informed the 
House that he had received information, by a cer- 
tificate signed by two members of the House, of 
the death of Mr. Selwyn, one of the sitting mem- 
bers, and that he had sent notice thereof to the re- 
turning officer of Ludgershall. On the same day, 
a petition of the Hon. John Thos. Townsbend was 
read, stating the death of Mr. Selwyn, so certified 
to the House, and that the petitioner had claimed 
to vote, and had actually voted for Mr. Selwyq 

p 9 
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and Mr. Harbord at the last election ; that these 
gentlemen had been duly elected, and that the 
allegations of the petitioners were unfounded, and 
could not be supported, and that the petitioner 
was desirous of supporting his own right and the 
rights of those who gave their votes at the said 
election for Mr. Selwyn, and prayed that he might 
be admitted a party before the select committect in 
the room of Mr. Selwyn. The Hon. J. T. Town- 
shend was accordingly ordered to be admitted a 
party in the room of the said G. A. Selwyn, esq. 
GieabcffTie, The committee was appointed March 39, 1791' 
▼.^4,p.48o. jjjg petitioners stated, that the right of election 
for members to serve in Parliament for the bo- 
rough of Ludgershall is in such persons who have 
any estate of inheritance, or freehold, determin* 
able upon life or lives, within the said borough, 
according to the last determination of the House. 
Feb. 11, 1698. Tbesitting members contended, 
that by those words were meant only such persons 
as have any estate of such inheritance, determin- 
able upon life or lives, in entire ancient houses, or 
the entire sites of ancient houses within the said 
borough. On the 1 5th of April the committee 
decided in favour of the sitting members. 

Against this decision the Right Hon. George 
Viscount Middleton, of Ireland, the Hon. W. 
Broderick, and the Hon. Charles Townshend, pe- 
titioned Dec. 17, 1791. 

Jan. 2, 1793. Thomas Everett, esq., and T. 
Hath, gent,, electors of members to serve in Par- 
liument for the borough of Ludgershall, presented 
u petition praying to be heard in favour of tbede- 
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cision. These petitions were ordered to be tried 
by a committee, May 20, 1793, but the day pre- 
ceding the trial, the petition questioning the right 
of election was requested to be withdrawn, to 
which the House agreed. 

CORPORATIOX. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 11, 169S. Is in such persons as have an 
estate of inheritance, or freehold, or leasehold, de- 
terminable upon life orlives within thesaidborough. 

Jan. 17, 1705. Is in the Freeholders or Lease- 
holders of the said borough determinable upon 
life or lives. 

Number of voters — number uncertain^ but 
actually only two. 

Returning officer — the Lord's Bailiff. 

Proprietors — Sir James Graham and J. H. 
Everett, esq. 

political character. 

This place which in its dimensions is like all the 
proprietory boroughs, only an insignificant village, 
has a right of election of a very complicated kind, 
which has puzzled the committees of the House of 
Commons, and even the reporters to understand. 
It appears to us tbatoccasionality is not admissible 
here, and yet Mr. Selwyn, the proprietor of this 
borough and Mr. Harbord were declared duly 
elected by voters of that description in 1790. It 
is not possible decisively to shew that the com- 
mittee decided the votes to be gbod> against whom 
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such strong circumstances of occasionality ap- 
peared, but they have always been understood to 
have so decided. 

Mr. Douglas objected to every vote given to 
these members upon the ground of occasionality, 
but they were determined to be duly elected. 

This committee came to no decision on the right 
of election, but left it as it was declared by the 
last determinations of the 1 1th of February, 1698, 
and January 17) 170.5. 

A compromise having taken place in 1793, be- 
tween Lord Sydney, heir to Mr. Selwyn, and 
Thomas Everitt, esq., on the condition of each no- 
minating a member, all further dispute has sub- 
sided. 

These joint proprietors have since that period 
been succeeded by their sons, and the present 
Lord Viscount Sydney has sold his interest in 
this borough to Sir James Graham, hart., with the 
manor and the appointment of returning officer 
which Sir James executes in his own person with 
great pleasantry and good humour while this farce 
of an election is acting. 

The dramatis personoe upon these occasions are 
generally the proprietors of the borough with an 
attorney and an apothecary from Andover. 

While the compromise between the two proprie- 
tors continues to exist, and each party is contented 
with returning one member, the question of split- 
ting and dividing votes will not be agitated, as 
these two gentlemen have the whole right in 
themselves. 
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Some of the favoured gpots of land which con- 
vey the right of voting in this borough might be 
covered with a comnion hearth stone. 



OLD SARUM. 

Old Sarum, or Old Salisbury, an ancient 
borough, in the parish of Stratford under the 
Castle, hundred of Underditch, Wilts, IJ miles 
from Salisbury ; and though, as Walker says, it 
once covered the summit of a high steep hill, is 
now reduced to part of the foundation only of the 
old castle, containing neither house nor inhabitant. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Parliament 
93d. £dward I., and then intermitted till 34th 
Edward III., since when it has constantly re- 
turned. By the return 1st. Henry V., it appears 
that its representatives were with those of other 
boroughs elected at the county court. 

Petitions, &c. April 97 j 1660. Mr. Turner 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
Elections, a double return for this borough, that 
Seymour Bowman and John Norden, esqrs., are 
returned by the baitiffsand burgesses ; and Alger- 
non Cecil, esq., sittgly by the burgesses without 
the bailiffs : and the opinion of the committee 
that Seymour Bowman and John Norden, ought 
to sit till the merits determined.*— Never deter- 
mined. 
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. Nov. 3, 1669. A petition of Sir Wm, Salkietd, 
complainiDg of an undue return for this h<^^rougb. 

Nov. 17. Sir Job Charleton reported the case 
in the election between Sir Eliab Harvey and Sir 
William Salkield. 

Resolved, ** That the House doth agree with 
the committee that Sir Eliab Harvey was duly 
elected/' 

Jan. 92, I68S. A petition of Sir Thos. Mom- 
pesson and Sir Eliab Harvey^ knts., romplaining 
of illegal practices committed in the election of 
members to serve in this present convention for 
this borough, and of an undue return made there- 
upon in injury of the petitioners. 

March 14. Resolved, '' That the right of elect- 
ing and returning members to serve in Parlian^ent 
for this borough, is in the freeholders, being bur- 
gage-holders of the said borough. 

Resolved, ^' That the election is a void elec- 
tion.** 

Nov. 2, 17O6. A petition of John Lord Vis- 
count Graudison, complaining of an undue return 
of Charles Mom pesson, esq. 

A petition of Charles Mompesson, esq., against 
the return of Lord Grandison. 

Dec. 11. Mr. Comptou reported the matter of 
this double return between Lord Grandison and 
Mr. Mompesson, the numbers were equal, viz. 
five each ; except that Mr, Mompesson voted for 
himself, to make one of the five. 

Mr. Mompesson insisted that two, viz. Mr. 
Elliot and Mr. Brooks, were qualified to vote, and 
ofiered to vote for Mr. Mompesson, and were re- 
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fused ; and that two others Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Swanton, who voted for Lord Grandison, had no 
right. 

Mr. Carter said, he had a lease from Lord Gran* 
disoii for three lives, made to him in April last. 
He owned he had received no rent, but had given 
his note for the purchase money, being 995l. that 
the rent was 19/. per annum, out of which lid. 
per annum is reserved to Lord Grandison. 

Mr. Payne s^id, that Lord Grandison polled at 
the county election for lands within thi^ borough: 
and as to Mr. Swanton, it was said he voted for 
the old castle, and was to give 1000/. for it ; but 
Mr. Pitt's servants ploughed and sowed it ; he 
belie vtd he voted at three elections. 

Resolved, ^' That Charles Mompesson, esq., is 
duly elected.'* 

March 96, 1715. A petition of Richard Jones 
and Chnrles Tooker, esq., complaining of an undue 
return of Thomas Pitt and Robert Pitt, by partia^ 
11 ty of Robert Paine, under-sheriff of the said 
county. 

A petition of Francis Swanton, esq., and other 
voters. — April 9. Petitions withdrawn. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Nov. 14, 1688. Is in the Freeholders, being 
burgage- holders of the said borough. 

Number of voters — nominally seven, but 
actually only one. 

Returning OFFICER — the Bailiff. 

Proprietor — Earl of Caledon. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

OldSarum retains the name and imnnunities of a 
borough, it might be supposed for the purpose of 
ridicule only. To see a spot of ground because it 
.was formerly inhabited possess municipal rights, 
have a nominal bailiff and burgesste, and return 
two members to Parliament, who are called the 
virtual representatives of fifteen millions of people, 
is an absurdity so glaring, as to render animadver- 
sion useless, and we should think would cause the 
supporters of what is called the present system of 
representation to laugh at the credulity of such as 
they could impose on. 

If OldSarum was a singular instance of creat- 
ing a representation from nothing, it might be less 
subject to reproof, but it is equally insulting to 
the mind of a great and powerful nation to be told 
that there are not more than two hundred indi- 
viduals in the country who are competent to 
choose a great majority of the legislators by whom 
they are to be governed. Seventy-three boroughs 
which send double that number of members are 
the personal property of individuals, and four 
hundred and seventy-four, out of six hundred and 
fifty-eight who compose the whole House of 
Commons, are returned by the nomination or per- 
sonal influence of about two hundred peers and 
opulent commoners ! 

If we are to be content with virtual representa- 
tion, the government should be equally satisfied 
with virtual taxation, for it is the first principle of 
our constitution that representation and taxation 
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are inseparable. The great Elarl of Chatham 
called these boroughs the excrescences, the rotten 
part of the constitution, which must be ampu- 
tated to save the body from a mortification. 

Old Sarum was the property of the late Lord Ca* 
melford, who sold it to the present Earl of Cale* 
don. His lordship nominates seven voters for the 
election day, who return the two members. 



MARLBOROUGH. 

Marlborough is a borough and market town, 
consisting of two parishes, in the hundred of Selk- 
ley, Wilts, containing 441 houses and 9,367 inha- 
bitants, viz. 1,178 males and 1,189 females, of 
whom ^79 were returned as being employed in 
various trades. The town has no trade of any 
consequence, except the supply of com and cheese 
to the market. The market is on Saturday. FiitSy 
S9th June, 30th July, 15th Aug., Slst Sep., and 
11th November. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough according to Carew, returned 
members to Parliament from the twenty-9ixth cf 
Edward I., but Willis writes ft returned the 
twenty-third of that reign. 

In Mr. Prynne's list we find 7tb, 8th, 9th, 
93d, 34th, 95th, 96tl|, and 34th of Edward III., 
the sheriff of Wiltshire returned for this boraegh, 
from whence it appears the chief officers were then 
the bailifis. We meet with no memoirs of tts 
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manner of election till since the Ret'ormation, when 
these following occur. 

Petitions, &c. May 4, 1641. A petition of 
divers the inhabitants of this borough was this 
day received ; and it is ordered to be referred to 
the same committee as the other petition concern- 
ing this election is referred, where Sir Guy Palmes 
has the chair. We meet with no other memoran- 
dum of this petition. 

In the year 16S0, it appears a petition waspre- 
sented against the election of Lord Bruce and Mr. 
Bennett but it doth not appear who were the pe- 
titioners. 
Dec 94. Mr. Treby reports two resolves : 
** That Thomas Lord Bruce is duly elected/' 
** That Thomas Bennet, esq., is duly elected.'^ 
March 95, I68i. A petition of the burgesses 
of this borough.— No report. 

Jan. 99, 1688. A petition of Nathaniel Bayley, 
gent., and others, on behalf of themselves and the 
migor part of the burgesses of this borough, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for this 
borough, to serve in the present convention. 
loJourn. April 1. Colonel Birch reported the matter 
^' upon the petition of the inhabitants, &c. the 

J:;"i|^*j3. question was. Whether the election ought to be 
Ptckweit, by the mayor and a select number of buigesses, 
140^11? or by the populacy, paying scot and lot. The sit- 
ting members, who had been elected by the mayor 
and a select number of burgesses, relied upon the 
usage. The petitioners insisted, *^ That there ne- 
ver was a mayor till Henry IV. and that of com- 
mon right the inhabitants had a right, unless the 
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contrary was proved ; that the mayor was in time 
of memory as before ; so he and the select number 
could not prescribe to have the right of election/* 
The committee decided in favour of the sitting 
members, " Finding, both by the records and the 
witnesses, that the usage of the election of the 
said borough had been by the mayor and a select 
number of burgesses/' 

" And that Sir John Ernly, knt., and Sir George 
Willoughby, knt,, were duly elected/' 

Dec. 3, 169^. A petition of Sir Giles Long, 
hart., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Ben net, esq. — No report. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of John Pratt, ser- 
geant at law, complaining of an undue return of 
Lord Bruce and James Bruce, esq., by divers ille- 
gal practices, &c. — No report. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Gabriel Roberts 
and Francis Hayes, esqrs., complaining of an un- 
due return of Sir William Humphreys and Joshua 
Ward, esq. 

A petition of John Fowler, mayor, and also of 
the burgesses of this town, which afterwards was 
withdrawn. 

Feb. 26, 1716. Another petition of Gabriel 
Roberts, esq. 

Resolved : '' That the right of election of mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament for this borough, is in 
the mayor and burgesses of this borough only, 
** That. Sir Joshua Ward is not duly elected/' 

** That Sir William Humphreys, knt., and bart., 
is duly elected/* 

'' That Gabriel Roberts, esq,, is duly elected/' 
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Id 1735, Thomas Newnham and Benjamin 
Hayes, esqrs., petitioned against the return of 
Francis Seymour and Edward Lisle, esqrs. The 
sitting members were declared duly elected. 

CORPORATION. 

It consists of a mayor and two bailiflRi, chosen 
out of twenty capital burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May IS, 1717. Is in the Mayor and Burgesses 
of the said borough only. 
Number of voters — 5. 
Returning OFFICER— ^the Mayor. 
Patron — Earl of Aylesbury. 

political character. 

This borough appears to have been under the 
influence of the Bruce fiimily ever since the re- 
storation of Charles the Second, when corpora- 
tions began to assume the exclusive right of vot- 
ing for members of Parliament. 

The first petition from this borough was in 
16S0, against the return of Lord Bruce, and Mr. 
Bennit, by the select body consisting of only 
twenty capital burgesses, and eight years after- 
wards we find the inhabitants at large claiming 
tbeir ancient right to elect members of Parliament, 
which must have been inherent in them, because 
the right of election here, as in most other places 
is more ancient than the charter, and it is impos- 
sible that corporations could possess exclusive 
privileges antecedent to their existence. 
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The committee decided in 1689> that the right 
was in the twenty capital burgesses. 

This corporation we understand is in danger of 
being dissolved by the reduction of one of the in« 
tegral parts below a moiety of its number, it having 
at one time been reduced to only five members, 
and this defect cannot be cured by a lapse of six 
years, as is the case with an individual corporator. 
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Great Bedwin is a borough in the hundred 
of Kinwardstone, Wilts, seven miles from Hunger- 
ford, 70 1 from London. It contains 312 houses, 
1,632 inhabitants, of whom 193 were returned as 
being employed in various trades. The market is 
now discontinued, it being so near Marlborough. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is a very ancient borough and sent mem- 
bers to all Edward I. Parliaments, and having re- 
tuned first and eighth of Edward li., and 36 and 
37 of Edward III., and to seven of Richard II. 
Parliaments, intermitted sending after his 10th 
year except first of Henry IV. till the ninth Henry 
V. since which it has constantly returned. 

Petitions, &c. April, 1640. Richard Hard- 
ing and Charles Seymour, esqrs., were chosen, 
which was contested. The account in the Journals 
seems imperfect, it is as follows. " Mr. Jones's se- 
cond report from the Committee of Privileges. 



S94 COUNTIES^ CITIBS, AND BOROUGHS. 

That the election for this place did belong to the 
bailifis, portreeves, and ancient burgesses of the 
town ; that there were some misdemeanors in one 
Franklin that got the precept in the bailiff's hand 
and caused a new election for his own ends, and 
returned burgesses under the hands of an officer to 
whom the warrant was not directed. It was de- 
nied on the other side, that the election of bur- 
gesses did belong to the ancient burgesses of the 
town ; which were the bailiff's, portreeves, and 
those that had been officers of the town ; and the 
election was free to every one that paid scot and 
lot. The committee being not satisfied it did be- 
long to the ancient burgesses by prescription, they 
remitted the election to the inhabitants that paid 
wot and lot, who chose Mr. Harding and Mr.Sayer. 

ReaoWed: ^' That in the opinion of the House, 
grounded upon the whole report now made by 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Harding and Mr. Seymour, are 
well elected." 

May If), 1660. Mr. Turner reported, that, 
upon examination of the fact, the question (upon 
the election for this borough,) being, whether the 
inhabiianis in general ought not to elect, the con^- 
mittee were of opinion that the burgesses at large 
have a right to elect. 

Resolved : ** That Mr. Spencer and Mr. Gape 
are dulv elected." 
rf^u6 ^^^y ^^^ 166 1. Sergeant Carleton reported from 
the Committee of Privileges that Duke Stone- 
house and Henry Clarke, esqrs., are returned by 
one indenture, and the said Mr. Stonehouse and 
Mr. Thomas Gay by another ; and the opinion of 
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the cominittee, Mr. Clarke being returned by the 
proper officer, ought to sit, to which the House 
agreed. 

Dec. 13, 1(398. A petition of Patrick Bird and 
John Morgan, inhabitants of this borough, against 
Dr. Charles Davenant. — Withdrawn. 

A petition of Thomas Neal, esq., to a similar 
eflfect. 

Mr. Neale died, and thereupon ordered, that the 
committee be discharged from proceeding in the 
said petition. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of the Rt. Hon. 
Charles Lord Bruce and the Hon. James Bruce, 
complaining of an undue return of Sir George Bing 
and Mr. Polexfen by bribery and other corrupt 
practices. — Petition withdrawn. 

Dec. 4, 1707. A petition of Nicholas Polex- 
fen, esq., against Mr. Tracey Pauncefort for bri- 
bery and undue practices. 

Dec. 29. Mr. Compton reported, " That the 
right of election was agreed to be in the freehold- 
ers and inhabitants of ancient burgage messuages." 

The poll was, for M. Tracey Pauncefort 68, Mr. 
£dward Pauncefort 29, the petitioner 22, that eight 
voters of Mr. Tracey Pauncefort' s and one of Mr. 
Edward Pauncefort's were admitted to be unqua- 
lified, living in houses erected on new foundations. 

As to bribery several witnesses were called, 
Richard Bartholemew said he was called out of 
his bed on Sunday night 23d Nov., to go to Mun- 
day's at the King's Head ; and when he came he 
found many of his neighbours there ; and it wasi 

PART II. VOL. 111. Q 
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proposed to set their hands to a writii^ to join at 
the election of Mr. Tracey Pauncefort, and 3/. a 
man was offered; but some insisted to have 4/.5 
but it was answered that 3/. was a pretty deal of 
money for the time this Pafliament was like to 
continue, and so 3/. a man was agreed to. 

Nalder and seven others said they were sent for 
between two and three o'clock at night to Mun- 
day's, and were called up stairs, and a writing was 
offered to them to sign, to choose Mr. Tracey 
Pauncefort ; that there was in the room Captain 
Hall and Mr. Hall, and a person whose name they 
did not know; that they received two guineas and 
seventeen shillings in silver from the nameless per- 
son : and when they received it they saw a great 
sum on the table divided into parcels. 

Bezant said that about sixty were called up into 
the room one by one, but some that were so called 
voted for the petitioner. 

They then produced a note under Mr. Tracey 
Pauncefort*s hand as follows: ** Nov. 6, 1707. I 
promise to pay to Mr. Bushell or order the sum 
of forty*nine pounds on demand, value received. 

T. Pauncefort.'* 

It was indorsed ^^ John Bushell," who they al- 
leged was a leading man in the town, and that the 
money was given him for his interest. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved: '^That 
Tracy Pauncefort, esq., was found not duly elected ; 
and he was ordered into custody for bribery and 
corruption, as also John Bushell, gent., his agent.'' 

*'ThatNicholasPolexfen,e8q.,wasdulyelected." 

Nov. 23, 1708. A petition of Tracy Pauncc- 
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fort, esq.) against Samuel Sambrook^ esq., for bri- 
bery, &t.— -Withdrawn. 

Oct. 25, 1792. A petition of several of the 
burgesses of this borough complaining of an undue 
return of Mr. Bruce and Mr. Long, by partiality 
of a smith who acted as portreeve, and other illegal 
proceedings. — No report. 

March 26, 1729. George, Viscount Lewisham, 
was declared not duly elected. 

Jan. 1735. John Crawley and Abel Ketelby, 
esqrs., petitioned. — No report. 

In 1747) there was a double return : viz. Sir Ed- Peckwdi, 
ward Turner, bart., and William Scott, esq., and^'"'^**^^' 
William Sloper and Lascelles Metcalf, esqrs. There 
was a petition against each return, each candidate 
claiming the right to be returned, and the majority 
of votes. It appeared upon the evidence, (Dec. 
7th,) that the double return was made by consent 
of the candidates ; and further, that this measure 
proceeded from some confusion in taking the poll, 
but the precise question is not stated. It wasssJourn. 
tried at the bar of the House, and the question, ^'^^'' 
that the return should be considered separately 
from the merits, was negatived. Sir Edward Tur- 
ner and Mr. Scott were found not duly elected. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIQHT OP ELECTION. 

March 29, 1729. In the Freeholders and Inha- 
bitants of ancient burgage-messuages. 

Number of voters — nominally about 80^ but 
actually only one. 

q2 
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Returning offxceb — the Portreeve, who is 
called a mayor, and is choseD at the lord's court, 
and appoints a bailiff under him. 

Proprietor — Earl of Aylesbury, 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This being a burgage-tenure borough, and those 
nomioal franchises being all the property of the 
Earl of Aylesbury, his lordship has the appoint- 
ment of the returning officer, and the nomination 
of both the members* 



WOOTTON BASSET. 

WooTTON Basset is a borough, market-town, 
and parish, in the hundred of Kingsbridge, Wilts, 
5i miles from Swindon, and 881 from London ; 
containing 979 houses and 1,244 inhabitants. 
Market on Friday. Fairs, 4th May, ISth Nov. 
and 19th Dec. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough first returned burgesses to Parlia- 
ment in the a5th of Henry VI., from which time 
it has continued so to do. We meet with no 
traces concerning the right of election until since 
the revolution, when the following occur in the 
Journals of the House of Commons. 

Petitions, &c. June 1, 1685. A petition 
of William Hussey, esq., touching the election 
for this borough. — No report. 

March 94, 1689. A petition of Thomas 
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Webb, esq,) complaining of an undue return of 
Henry St* John, e^q., by partiality of Arthur Brins* 
den, mayor of this borough, and John Wilkim^ 
town-clerk, and other indirect practices. 

Oct. 6, 1690. Another petition of the said 
Mr. Webb, to the same effect. 

Mr. Gray reported. That for the petitioner was 
called Charles Brinsden, who said he took the 
poll at the request of the petitioner, and that it 
appeared, that the nnoniib^rs were for edch 90. 
** That it had been suggested, that the petitioner 
had obtained votes by bribery, whereupon the 
committee had directed the counsel on both sides 
to apply themselves to the matter of bribery first;'* 
and, in conclusion, the petitioner was declared 
not duly elected, upon that charge, and his agent 
was ordered into custody for distributing bribes 
to the electors. 

Resolved, '' That Henry St. John is duly 
elected.'* 

Feb. 13, 1700. The House being informed, 
that Samuel Shepherd, esq., a member of this 
House, hath been guilty of bribery at several 
corporations, in order to procure members to be 
elected into this Parliament. 

Resolved, ^^That Samuel Shepherd, esq., is 
guilty of endeavouring, by bribery and corrupt 
practices, to procure an election of a burgess to 
serve in this Parliament for this borough.** 

Resolved, " That Mr, Lawrence, agent for Sa- 
muel Shepherd, sen., esq., is guilty of endeavour- 
ing, by bribeiry and corrupt practices, to procure 
an election of a burgess to serve for this borough.** 
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Ordered : ^^ That the said Mr. Lawrence be, for 
bis said offence, committed .prisoner to his Ma- 
jesty's prison of Newgate." 

Oct. 11, 1799. Wm. Nortbeyand John Brins- 
den, esqrs., petitioned. — Withdrawn. 

Jan 27 > 1798. Wm. Northy, esq., petitioned. 
*^Renewed sessions, 9d and 3d. 

Jan. 23, 1735. Edmund Prideaux Gwyn and 
King Gould, esqrs., petitioned. r 

In 1749, Nieholas Robinson, esq., petitioned ; 
it was renewed the second session, but not being 
signed by himself, he had leave to withdraw it. 

CORPORATION. 

ff 

Is governed by a mayor, two aldermen, and 
twelve capital burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

in the inhabitants, paying scot and lot. 
Number of voters — about 950 
Returning officer — the Mayor. 
Patrons— Earl of Clarendon and Lord Vis- 
count Bolingbroke. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough was strongly contested at the 
general election in 1784, between the Earl of Cla- 
rendon and Lord Viscount Bolingbroke, who have 
considorahle estates in the neighbourhood ; and 
the latter nobleman resides at Lydiard Park, about 
three miles from the place. 

George '1 ierney, esq., was a candidate in the 
ititorest of the former; and Lord North, and the 
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Hon. R. S. Conway, in that of the latter. These 
tivo last gentlemen had a majority on the poll, 
and were accordingly returned : but a petition 
was presented by George Tierney, esq., which 
was heard in the month of April, 1785, when the 
committee decided in favour of the sitting mem- 
bers. 

After this contest, the two lords s^eed to send 
each a member, and continued to do so till 1807; 
the electors being mostly poor labouring men in 
the employment of these noblemen or their tenants. 

In 18079 Mr. Kibblewhite, an attorney in 
Gray's Inn, opposed the united interest of the 
lords, and procured the return of two members 
by a great majority. Upon this occasion, the 
price of votes in this borough rose from twenty to 
forty-five guineas a man. 

One of the members chosen at this election, 
vacating his seat soon afterwards, Benjamin Walsh, 
esq., a stock-broker in London, was returned, who 
becoming a bankrupt shortly afterwards, it ap- 
peared, upon his examination, that he had paid 
four thousand guineas for his seat. 

Mr. Walsh was, during the same parliament, 
convicted at theOld Bailey of a fraud upon Sir Tho- 
mas Plumer, and thereupon expelled the House. 

Mr. Kibblewhite procured the return of another 
member in his room ; as he did upon the occasion 
of General Sir John Murray vacating the other 
seat,, to be elected for Weymouth and Melcombe 
R^is. 

At the general election in 181S, Mr. Kibble- 
white and Mr. Attersol were chosen ; but soon 
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after the meeting of Parliament they both va caed 
^ their seats, and Mr. Ellison and Mr. Rickards 
were returned by the same interest, 

Mr. Kibblewhite, during his connexion with 
this borough, had erected and purchased one hun- 
dred and eight houses of the meaner sort, which 
he has since sold, together with his interest in 
this place, to Joseph Pitt, of Cirencester, esq., 
the patron of Cricklade and MalmcBbury, for 
twenty-two thousand pounds. 

Mr. Kibblewhite obtained a judgment of ouster 
against five, out of fifteen, of the corporation, in 
the Court of King's Bench, for informality in their 
proceedings, and caused his brother^g^nd four 
others of his own party, to be appointed in their 
room, which gave him a majority in that body. 
Since the sale of his interest, three of these persons 
have resigned, and Mr. Pitt, his eldest son, and 
his former clerk, have succeeded them. 

Mr. Pitt has now the majority of the corpora- 
lion, but the borough has returned to the patronage 
of the two lords, who have now a majority of at 
least four to one against the purchaser of Mr. 
Kibblewhite's interest. 



WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Worcestershire is bounded on the north by 
Salop and Stafford; on the west by Herefordshire ; 
on the south by Gloucestershire ; and on the east 
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by Warwickshire ; its extreme length may be 
computed at 30 miles, and its breadth at 20; beinig 
an area of 674 square statute miles, equal to 
431vi60 square acres, having 300,000 acres arllble^ 
and 150,000 acres pasturage. It is divided into 
five hundreds, viz., Backenhurst, Doddingtree, 
Halfshire, Oswaldslow, and Persbore, containing 
one city, Worcester, three boroughs, Bewdley, 
Droitwich, and Evesham ; eight market-towns, 
Bromsfi^rove, Dudley, Kidderminster, Persbore, 
Shipston, Stourbridge, Tenbury, and Upton ; tbe 
whole containing 159 parishes; 26,711 bouses. 
inhabited by 139id33 persons, viz. 67,631 males, 
and 71 9708 females; of whom 30,230 were re- 
turned as being employed in trade, handicraft, 
and manufactures, and 38,865 in agriculture : 
amount of money raised for the maintenance of 
the poor in Ih03, 87,307/.j being at the rate of 
5s. Old. in tbe pound ; total amount of income, ac- 
cordi ng to the Property Tax Act, 1 806, 1 ,309, 1 22/. ; 
and the average scale of mortality for 10 years, 
appears to have been as 1 to 46 of the existidg 
population. The products of tbe county^ besides 
corn and cattle, are fine wool, bops, cyder, and 
perry; tbe latter, especially, is in great reputatioB. 
A large quantity of the whitest salt is made firom 
tbe brine springs at Droitwich. It is included 
in the Oxford circuit, the proyioce of Canterbury 
and diocese of Worcester ; and sends nine mem- 
bers to Parliament, two for tbe county, two for 
each of the tawfis of Droitwich, Evesham, dnd 
Worcester, and od^ for Bewdley. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county returned knights to the shire from 
98d of Edward I. In the 29th of Henry VL 
we find a particular return to the writ for election. 
After this we meet with no other memoirs until 
after the Reformation ; when these following 
occur in the Journals. 

Petitions, &c Jan. 4, 1640. Ordered: "That 
both the petitions concerning Sir Thomas Little- 
ton, the sheriff of this county, and Sir William 
Russell, now with the Committee of Privil^es, 
be referred to the committee for Sir Lewis Dives, 
his petition. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Wm. Walsh, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Sir John Pa- 
kington, by bribery and other indirect practices, 
and also partiality of the sheriff. — No report. 

Nov. 9, 1703. A complaint was made to the 
House, that the Lord Bishop of Worcester, and 
Lloyd his son> had been guilty of a breach 
of privilege at the last election for that county. 
The same was ordered to be taken into considera- 
tion on the ISth of the same month; when the 
House, according to the order of the day, pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration the complaint 
of Sir John Pakington, the 3d inst., against the 
Lord Bishop of Worcester, and Mr. Lloyd, his 
son, relating to the rights and privileges of the 
House of Commons ; and Sir John Packington, 
in his place, acquainted the House, that he had 
reduced the matter of the said complaint into se- 
veral heads ; which he read in his place, and is as 
follows: viz, 
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^^ 1st. That, soon after the Parliament rose, the 
Bishop of Worcester took upon him to send to 
me to desist from standing to be elected knight for 
that county, and to threaten me, that, if I did not 
desist, he should think himself obliged to speak 
against me to his clergy. 

^' 9dly. He sent some letters himself, and his 
secretary sent others, to several of his clergy, with 
directions to make what interest they could against 
me in their several parishes; and where they could 
not prevail, with such who voted singly for me in 
the last election, to give a vote to one or both the 
other candidates, they should desire them to stay 
at home; and, in order to this, his lordship sent 
them copies of the poll to their respective parishes. 

<^ 3iy, He aspersed me to his clergy, branding 
me and my ancestors with several vices ; and, at 
his confirmation and visitations, solicited his 
clergy to vote against me, representing me as very 
unfit to serve in Parliament, and threatening them 
with his displeasure, if they did not vote against 
me. 

4thly, He aspersed me and my ancestors to 
several of the laity, who were his tenants, and 
threatened them, that, if they would not vote 
against me, they should never renew any estate 
under him ; and that he should set such marka 
upon them, that his successors should not suffer 
them nor their children to renew any more. 

^* 5thly, Mr. Lloyd, the bishop's son, aspersed 
me, and gave scandalous characters of me to several 
freeholders, whom he solicited to vote against me. 
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and told them I voted for bringing in a French 
government. 

•' 6thiy, The bishop's secretary aspersed me to 
several freeholders in the like manner ; represent- 
ing me as unfit to sit in the House, threatening 
them with the bishop's displeasure, and said tbey 
might as well vote for the Prince of Wales as 
for me.*' 

After which, the witnesses to the respective 
beads were called in, and examined at the bar 
thereunto; and then they severally withdrew. 

Resolved, mm. con., ^^ That Sir John Paking- 
ton has, by evidence, fully made out the charge 
which he exhibited against the Lord Bishop of 
Worcester." 

Resolved, fi#m. con., '' That Sir John Paking- 
ton has fully made out the charge against Mr. 
Lk>yd, the said Lord Bishop's son." 

Resolved, ^^ That it appears to this House, that 
the proceedings of William Lord Bishop of Wor- 
cester, bis son, and his agents, in order to the hin- 
dering the election of a member for the county of 
Worcester, have been malicious, unchristian, and 
arbitrary, in high violation of the liberties and 
privileges of the Commons of England." 

Resolved, ^^That an humble address be presented 
to her Majesty, that shia will be graciously pleased 
to remove William Lord Bishop of Worcester from 
being almoner to her Majesty." 

Resolved, ^^ That the said resolution and address 
be presented to her Majesty by such members of 
this House as are of her Majesty's most honour- 
able privy-council." 
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Ordered, " That the further consideration of 
the matter relating to the Lord Bishop of Wor- 
cester, be adjourned till this day se'ennight." 

Ordered, *' That Mr. Attorney-General do pro- 
secute Mr. Lloyd, the Lord Bishop of Worcester's 
son, for his said offences, after his privilege, as a 
member of the lower House of Convocation, is 
out.'' 

The Lords took the alarm at these proceedings 
of the Commons against a member of their House, 
and endeavoured to screen him from their resent- 
ment. An address from the Lords to the Queen 
was agreed to, in which they stated, " That it was 
" the undoubted right of every lord of Parliament, 
** and of every subject of England, to have an 
^' opportunity. of making his defence before he 
^^ suffers any sort of punishment, and therefore 
<' humbly desired her Majesty that she would be 
^^ pleased not to remove the Lord Bishop of Wor- 
^^ cester from the place of lord almoner, nor to 
^' shew any mark of her displeasure towards him, 
^^ till he be found guilty of some crime by due 
'^ course of law."' This address being presented 
to the Queen, she returned answer, ** That she 
'' agreed, that every peer and lord of Parliament, 
^' and indeed every other person, ought to hare 
'* an opportunity of being heard to any matters 
^'objected against him before he be punished: 
^' that she had not yet received any complaint 
'^ against the Bishop of Worcester; but she looked 
'^ upon it as her undoubted right to continue of 
'^ displace any servant, attending upon her own 
^^ person^ when she should think proper." The 
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LfOrds, upon this answer, resolved the same day 
unanimously, ^^ That no Lord of their House 
'^ ought to suffer any sort of punishment by any 
*' proceedings of the House of Commons, other- 
^* wise than according to the known and ancient 
^* rules and methods of Parliament/' 

Mr. Comptroller reported to the House of Com- 
mons, that their resolutions, and address to her 
majesty, for the removing William Lord Bishop 
of Worcester from being lord almoner to her ma-- 
jesty, had been presented to her majesty, and that 
her majesty had been pleased to grant this most 
gracious answer : — 

** I am very sorry that there is occasion for this 
^' address against the Bishop of Worcester. I shall 
^^ order and direct, that he shall no longer con- 
^* tinue to supply the place of almoner ; but I 
^^ will put another in his room, to perform that 
" office." 

Resolved : '^ That the most humble thanks of 
this House be returned to her majesty, for her 
majesty's most gracious answer to their address, 
relating to William Lord Bishop of Worcester/' 

Ordered : *' That Mr. Comptroller of her Ma- 
jesty's household do return the said most humble 
thanks of this House to her majesty.'* 

March 25. Ordered : '* That the evidence given 
in at the bar of this House upon the charge of 
Sir John Pakington against William. Lord Bisho(/ 
of Worcester, and Mr. Lloyd, his son, be printed, 
together with the proceedings of that House there- 
upon/' 

Ordered ; ** That the week's books, in relation 
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to the said evidence, be examined, and that Mr. 
Speaker do take care of the printing the said evi- 
dence and proceedings. 

Ordered : '* That the further consideration of 
the matter relating to the Lord Bishop of Worces- 
ter, be adjourned till this day se'nnight. 

On the 23d, 1703, the solicitor-general reported 
to the House the proceedings which had been 
made against Mr. Lloyd, the Lord Bishop of Wor- 
cester's son. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The predominant interest in this county is in 
Lord Foley and Lord Beauchamp, who have nomi- 
nated the members for the last nine Parliaments. 
The former nobleman is supported by Lord Vis- 
count Dudley and Ward, Lord Lyttelton and Lord 
Somers, and the latter by the Earl of Coventry. 

The political history of Worcestershire has been 
remarkable for the unconstitutional interference 
of the bishop' of this diocese, at the general elec- 
tion in 1703, in the first year of the reign of Queen 
Ann, and the merited punishment he experienced 
upon that occasion. A similar attempt to establish 
ecclesiastical influence was made by Dr. Samuel 
Horsley, bishop of St. Dcivid's, at the Carmartbte 
election, in 1790, in favour of Sir William Mansel, 
against John George Phillips, esq. ; but as it 
failed in its effect, and Mr. Phillips was unani- 
mously elected, no complaint was made to the 
House, and Dr. Horsley escaped the consequences 
which befel the Bishop of Worcester. 
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WORCESTER CITY. 

Worcester City, in Worcestershire, 5} miles 
from Droitwicb, 111 from London, by Evesham, 
and 190 by Tewkesbury. It contains nine parishes 
within the city, 9,937 houses, and 11,353 inhabit- 
ants, viz. 4,909 males, and 6,443 females, exclu- 
sive of the two out-parishes of St. John and St. 
Michael's Bedwardine, and a part of the parish of 
St. Peter's and St. Martin's: containing 498 
houses, and 9,319 inhabitants. The hop-market 
is the most considerable during the hop-season, in 
the kingdom, and is governed by guardians, chosen 
out of every parish in the city. The market days 
are on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the capital of the county and diocese of 
this name. It returned members to Parliament 
from the time of S3d of Edward I. In the 99th of 
Henry VI., by a return, it appears, the number of 
electors was small, but it doth not set out who 
they were, viz. whether members of the corpora- 
tion, or freemen ; but the more modern memoirs 
in the Journals have fixed the right of election as 
follows. 

Petitions, &c. March 94, 1680. A petition 
of Thomas Harris, esq., touching the election for 
this city. — Never heard. 

Dec. 93, 1693. A petition of John Oakley, 
mayor, John Handy, and other citizens of this 
city, having right to elect members, complaining 
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of an undue return of Samuel Swift, esq., by divers 
illegal practices, &c. 

A petition of Charles Cocks, esq., against the 
return of Samuel Swift, esq. 

Feb. 7. Mr. Bowyer reported the case as fol- 
lows : — It was agreed on both sides, that the iree- 
men who did not receive alms were the electors : 
the poll was also agreed to be — 

For Mr. Swift 689 — For petitioner 57^5. 

Milward gave in a list of such as were denied to 
poll being 103, and proved their offering to poll ; 
but the door was shut against them, and Alderman 
Haynes kept the key. 

Collins proved the demand, and that the sheriff 
refused to poll them ; and that four quakers com- 
ing to poll for the petitioners were refused, be- 
cause they would not swear. 

The churchwardens of the several parishes 
proved, that 96 of the votes for the sitting member 
had been relieved. 

For the sitting members Burrell said, there were 
119 who had a right to be free, and would have 
voted for Mr. Swift ; and some of them came on 
the day of election. 

Uart gave in a list of 158, who he said would 
have been for the sitting member. 

Matthews spoke as to bribery on the part of ttie 
sitting member. 

Minshoe said he was threatened to have no 
more work, if he did not vote for the petitioner ; 
and if he did, he was to have Ss. weekly. 

Milward said Gibbs owned that he had a pack 
of wool and money for acting for Mr. Swift. 

PART II. VOL. III. R 
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Resolved: *' That Samuel Swift, esq., is not 
duly elected/* 

** That Charles Cocks, esq., is duly elected." 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Benjamin Pearkes, 
alderman, and a citizen of this city, complaining 
of an undue return of Thomas Wylde,esq., by bri- 
bery and other indirect practices, and also great 
partiality of the sheriff. 

April 26, 171 1. Withdrawn. 

March 31, 171'3. A petition of Richard Lock- 
wood, esq., complaining of an undue return of 
Thomas Wylde and Emanuel Swif^, esq., by no- 
torious bribery, and also by indirect and illegal 
practices of Thomas Yardley, the sheriff, &c. — 
No report. 

Feb. 11, 1747-8, Thomas Geers Winford, esq., 
was declared not duly elected : the counsel for the 
sitting member contended, that the right of elec- 
tion was general — ** in the freemen not receiving 

alms.*' 

In 1762, Robert Tracey, esq., petitioned, but 

afterwards withdrew his petition. 

Upon the death of Henry Crabb Boulton, esq., 
in 1773, who was one of the representatives for 
this city, Sir Watkin Lewes was invited, by a com- 
mittee of the independent electors, deputed by 
them for that purpose, to become a candidate to 
supply the vacancy. Thomas Bates Rous, esq., 
was opposed to him by the interest of the ministry, 
the corporation, and the Earl of Coventry, who is 
recorder of this city, and has a seat in the neigh- 
bourhood. Mr. Rous was returned by the sheriff, 
after a poll of several days ; and oh the 30th of 
January, 1774, a petition was presented to the 
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House of Commonfty by Sir Watkin Lew^s, 
setting forth, ** That, at the late electicwi of a 
member to represent the city of Worcester in Par- 
liament, in the room, of the late Henry Crabb 
Boulton, esq., deceased, the petitioner and Thomas 
Bates Rous, esq., vfeve candidates ; and that tb^ 
said Thomas Bates Rous, by himself and agent9# 
after the said vacancy happened, and previous to 
and during the poll, was guilty of bribing an^ cor- 
rupting« and attempting to bribe and corr^ipt, 
those who bad a right to vote in the said election^ 
in order to procure himself to be elected to serve 
in Parliament for the said city ; and that maqy 
of the aldermen of the said city acted as agents 
for the said Thomas Bates Rous, and also did 
bribe, and attempt to bribe, with money and 
otherwise, a great many freemen of the said city, 
to induce them to give their votes for the said 
Thomas Bates KouSi at the said election; fllnd 
that William Mathers, esq., sheriff and returning 
officer of the said, city, acted partially and unfairly, 
before and during the poll, in rejecting good votes 
for the petitioner, and admitting persons not qua- 
lified to vote for the said Thomas Bates Rous, and 
in many other respects was guilty of partiality in 
the executioa of his office ; and that, by these and 
other illegal means, the said Thomas Bates Rous 
procured a majority of votes upon the poll> and 
was returned to serve in Parliament for the said 
city, in prejudice of the petitioner, and in open 
defiance of the law and the freedom of elections/' 
On the 3d of Febrqary following, a committee 
was appointed to try the merits of this petition, 
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who, on the 8th of the same month, reported to 
the House, 

*' That Thomas Bates Rous, esq., the sitting 
member, is not duly elected/' And also, 

^* That Sir Watkin Lewes, knt., is not duly 
elected to serve in this present Parliament for the 
city of Worcester/' 

A new writ was therefore ordered to be issued 
for a new election. 

At this second election Colonel Lechmere was 
set up by the ministerial party, in opposition to 
Sir Watkin Lewes, and was returned by a small 
majority ; but as the Parliament at that time was 
tiearly expiring, and the dissolution almost daily 
expected, the citizens of Worcester deferred con- 
testing their cause any further, till the general 
election. 

When the dissolution took place, in September 
following, Mr. Rous was again a candidate, on 
the old interest, in conjunction with Mr. Walsh, 
the late member ; and Sir Watkin Lewes and Ed- 
ward Bearcroft, the counsel, were opposed to them 
by the independent interest of the city of Worces- 
ter. At the close of the poll the numbers were. 
For Mr. Rous 981— Mr. Walsh 893— Sir 
Watkin Lewes 736— Mr. Bearcroft 312 
Upon which the two former were returned. 

On the 31st of October following. Sir Watkin 
Lewes presented a second petition to the House, 
setting forth, ^' That at the late election of mem- 
bers to represent the city of Worcester in Parlia- 
ment, John Walsh, and Thomas Bates Rous, 
esqrs., and the petitioner, were candidates ; and 
that, previous to and ducing the late election, the 
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said Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous did^ by themselves 
and their agents, bribe and corrupt, and attempt 
to bribe and corrupt, those who had a right to 
vote at the said election, in order to procure them* 
selves to be elected to serve in Parliament for the 
said city; and that, previous to and at the said 
election, William Mathers, esq., mayor of the 
said city, and several aldermen and justices of the 
said city, with many of the common council, acted 
as agents for the said John Walsh and Thomas 
Bates Rous, and threatened, and publicly can- 
vassed and solicited great numbers of the freemen 
of the said city to vote for Mr. Walsh and Mr^ 
Rouse; and promised that they should be set 
down as constables, and have a certain reward for 
their votes ; and also did bribe, and attempt to 
bribe, with money, and otherwise corrupt, a gfeat 
many freemen of the said city, to induce them to 
vote for the said John Walsh and Thomas Bates 
Rous, or one of them, at the said election ; and 
were guilty of divers other corrupt and illegal 
practices, in order to procure a majority for the 
said Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous; and that, by 
means thereof, and other undue influence, thesaid^ 
mayor, aldermen, and common-council, as agents 
for the said Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous, procured 
many freemen to vote in their interest for the said 
Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous, who would otherwise 
have voted for the petitioner; and that the said 
mayor, several of the aldermen and justices of the 
said city, and their town-clerk, for several days 
before and during the election, met together, no-r 
minated, appointed, and swore in, many freemen, 
and, as the petitioner believes, to the number of 
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three hundred and upwards, to be constables, 
umder a promise irom such persons that they 
would vote for Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous; for 
which they should have certain rewards in money; 
which was afterwards paid to them out of the mo- 
ney and funds of the corporation of the said city, 
or by the said Mr. Walsh and Mr. Rous; by which 
means the said mayor and aldermen did corruptly 
bbtain a majority of votes for Mr. Rous and Mr. 
Walsh upon the poll ; and that a peer of this realm, 
and a lord of Parliament, did, by himself and his 
igifots, interfere in the said election, by canvassing 
and soliciting votes on behalf of the said John 
Walsh, and using threats to intimidate the free- 
nen from giving their votes to the petitioner, 
in violatioa of the privil^es of the House, the 
freedom of election, and a high infringement of 
the rights of the Commons of Great Britain ; and 
that John Williams, gentleman, sheriff, and re- 
turning officer of the said city, acted partially and 
vnfeirly, before and during the election, in rejecting 
good votes for the petitioner, and admitting per- 
sons not qualified to vote for the said John Walsh 
and Thomas Bates Rous, and in many other re- 
spects was guilty of partiality in the execution of 
his office ; and that, by these and other illegal 
means, the said John Walsh and Thomas Bates 
Rous procured a majority upon the poll, and were 
returned to serve in Parliament for the said city, 
in prejudice of the petitioner, who had a majority 
of legal votes, and ought to have been returned ; 
and therefore praying the House to take the pre- 
misQs into consideration, and to grant him such 



WORCESTER- CITY;. g+7 

relief therein as shall, upon examination, appear 
to be just/' 

The objects of the petitioner were, 

1st, To prove that bribery had been committed 
by the sitting members, or their agents; and 
thereby to make the election void as to them. 

2dly, To disqualify such a number of the voters 
for the sitting members, and to add such a number 
to the poll of the petitioner, as to leave a majority 
in his favour, and entitle him to be declared duly 
elected. 

Sdly, To induce the committee to make a spe- 
cial report to the House of the various matters 
particularly alleged in the petition against the 
sitting members, the corporation, the returning 
officer, the peer whose influence was complained 
of, and the corrupted voters. 

On the first head, witnesses were produced, who 
swore to positive acts of bribery and promises, by 
Mr. Walsh himself, and by his agents. There was 
no attempt to charge Mr. Rous directly ; but it 
was contended, that Mr. Walsh and his agents 
were to be considered as agents for Mr. Rous, 
who, therefore, must be affected by what they 
had done. 

On the second head there were the following 
objections to different classes of voters for the sit- 
ting members. 

1st, To a great number, that their votes had 
been procured by money or promises. This was 
the main point of the case; being sufficient, if 
proved to the full extent, to have given the peti- 
tioner a majority over both the sitting members. 
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By a charter of James I., the city of Worcester, 
which was before that time, and continues to be, 
a county of itself, is incorporated by the name of 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of the city of 
Worcester. There is a common-council, com- 
posed of two bodies, one of twenty-four, the other 
of forty-eight, making together seventy-two com- 
mon-councilmen. The number of citizens is in«- 
definite ; the mayor and six aldermen are chosen 
annually out of the twenty-four by the seventy*- 
two. These six aldermen and the mayor are, by 
their offices, justices of the peace for the city. 

The day before the election began, the com- 
mon-council, the greater part of whom were in 
the interest of the sitting members, made the fol- 
lowing resolutions and order. 

Oct. 1 1, 177't. Resolved : ** That it be recom- 
mended to the mayor and justices to appoint such 
a number of constables as tliey shall think proper, 
to preserve the peace during the election of mem- 
bers to represent this city in Parliament." 

Ordered: ^' That the expenses attending such 
appointment be defrayed by this corporation.'* 

Accordingly, about three hundred were sworn 
in ; and they received one shilling and sixpence a 
day from the chamberlain, out of the money of the 
corporation, for a week ; all the constables, except 
about ten or twelve, were freemen, and voted for 
the sitting members. At former elections it had 
been usual to appoint a certain number of special 
constables to keep the peace ; but they were not 
so numerous as at this election ; and they were 
paid, in equal proportions, by the candidates, and 
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iiot by the corporation. There were several of the 
persons appointed, on this present occasion, lame, 
or so infirm as to be incapable of doing the duty 
of the office; insomuch that, a riot having hap- 
pened during the course of the poll, it was thought ^ 
necessary to swear in about ten or twelve able- 
bodied watermen. These watermen were the only 
constables who were not freemen. 

From the circumstances just stated, it was con- 
tended, that the appointment of so many freemen 
to be constables was only colourable ; that being 
all voters, and having voted for the sitting mem- 
bers, the money paid to them must be considered 
as bribes given them by the corporation, who were 
agents of Walsh and Rous ; that all the votes of 
the constables, therefore, ought to be struck off 
the poll. 

Besides this, there were witnesses who said, 
two agents of Walsh, in their presence, had of- 
fered, on the SOth of September, to a company of 
about twenty-five freemen, to make them con- 
stables, if they would vote for Walsh and Rous ; 
and said they should have a guinea from each can- 
didate ; and that many of them accepted on that 
condition. One of the witnesses said, he asked 
whether he might not be half a constable if be 
polled for Walsh ; and that he was told he could 
not be a constable, unless he would vote for 
Walsh ; several persons swore to declarations of 
voters who were made constables ; that they had 
received money from or on the behalf of Walsh; 
and that they were promised more. 

There was a considerable number of out- voters, 
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resident in London, Birmingham, Kidderminster, 
and other places, whose expenses were defrayed 
by the sitting members. It was also sworn, that 
they were promised money for their trouble by tbe 
agents. Many declared that they had voted in ex- 
pectation of a reward ; some, that they had re- 
ceived the money after they had polled. 

On Thursday the 18th of April, the committee, 
by their chairman, informed the House, that they 
had determined, 

*' That the two sitting members were duly 
elected." 

No vacancy for this city happened afterward 
till the general election of 1780, when Mr. Rous 
was again a candidate, on the interest of the cor- 
poration, in conjunction with the Hon. William 
Ward, now Lord Viscount Dudley, and again 
opposed by Sir Watkin Lewes on the independent 
interest. Mr. Rous and Mr. Ward were success- 
ful ; and on the SOth of November following, a 
third petition was presented to the House from the 
freemen of Worcester, complaining, ^^ That, at 
the last election of members to serve in Parliament 
for the city of Worcester, the Right Hon. Sir 
Watkin Lewes, knt., now lord*mayor of the city 
of London, the Hon. William Ward» and Thomas 
Bates Rous, esq., were candidates ; and that se- 
veral of the aldermen, justices, and others, of the 
said city, hawked about, and offered the represent- 
ation of the said city for sale, at the last general 
election, for the sum of 4000/., or other large sum of 
money ; and did treat with several persons for that 
purpose; and thati in consequence of bribery and 
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corruption, tind by undue and oppressive influ- 
ence, committed and practised by the said Wil- 
liam Ward, or several of the aldermen, justices, 
and others, of the said city, as agents for the said 
Wiliianl Ward, a majority of votes was procured 
upon the poll, contrary to the general sense and 
wishes of the freemen, who would otherwise havie 
elected the said Sir Watkin Lewes, if it had not 
been for illegal means made use of in favour of the 
said Mr. Ward, as aforesaid/* 

This petition was tried by a committee ap- 
pointed the 6th of February, 1781, who, on the 
15th of the said month, reported to the House, 

" That the Hon. William Ward was duly 
elected." 

The limits of our work will not suffer us to go 
at large into the evidence on these several peti- 
tions ; nor would it prove more than what appears 
almost through every case which comes before the 
House of Commons; — that corruption prevails;— 
and that the influence of magistrates and corpo- 
rations is generally exerted to destroy the freedom 
of elections ; — that freemen and burgesses are ad- 
mitted, or refused their admission, by corporations, 
with little or no regard to claims legally and justly 
founded, but merely to suit the purposes of what* 
ever party the leading men in each city or borough 
may find it their interest to espouse ; and even 
the poor rates in scot and lot boroughs are cor- 
rupted into engines of despotism. The taxing a 
number of persons who have no right, and omit* 
ting anotber descriplioo, who possess or occupy 
rateable hoiiMe^ has been the means of giving a 
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colourable majority in many elections ; but we 
•hall subjoin as a note an address to the freemen 
of Worcester, published shortly after the decision 
of one of the committees, under the authority of 
the candidate, which will explain, more forcibly 
than we can express, his sentiments and feelings 
upon the occasion.* 

* From the Worcester Journal. 
To the Freemen of the City ^Worcester. 
** Gentlemen, 

*' Permit me in this public roanDer to return yon my siocere 
and most unfeigned thanks for the very honourable and indepen- 
dent support I have received from you, and to those honest 
friends who afforded me their voluntary protection at the last 
election, against the insults of mercenaries, hired, under the 
colour of constables, to prostitute their suffrages. 

** I beg likewise to add my thanks to those persons who gave 
their testimony from a desire of public justice. 

** In vain did we confide in the justice of our cause ; in vain 
did we expect that a committee of the House of Commons would 
stigmatise bribery, corruption, and perjury : the majority of that 
committee best kuow how they can account to their conscience<» 
and their country, for having given a verdict upon oath, import- 
ing, in effect, that there was no bribery, no unconstitutional, no 
undue influence, in the last election for the city of Worcester ; 
or that promises nuide, and money given to electors, before and 
at the time of the election, was not done for the purpose cor- 
ruptlv to procure their votes. 1 will not say all that might be 
said upon this verdict, all that truth mififht dictate, as facts best 
apeak for themselves ; but this I will say, the committee, by 
their late determination, have dreadfully and mournfully disap- 
pointed the just expectations of the public. 

" My concern arises, not so much on my own account, as on that 
of a great city struggling for its independence : which, by such 
a determination, is become the property of the East India Com- 
pftoy. I deplore with you the fallen virtue of our countiy, and 
that bribery is now permitted to stalk triuniphant through the 
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As a testimony of the public approbation, the • 
city of London unanimously voted their thanks to 
Sir Watkin Lewes, by their corporation, for the 
manly defence he had made in support of the free- 
dom of election : and the ladies of Worcester pre- 
sented Lady Lewes with a complete set of Wor- 
cester-manufactured porcelain, emblazoned with 
the arms of Sir Watkin Lewes and those of the 



land, corrupting^ the fountain of public security. I feel the more» 
as it involves in its consequences the downfall of an act of Par- 
liament, which the people have been taught to look up to as 
a security for the freedom of elections. 

** I should be wanting in that duty which I owe to you and 
the public, were I not to take notice of the interposition of the 
House, in depriving me of my rightful challenges, and polluting 
the streams of public justice. 

** The sitting members, though notoriously known to have 
been supported by the same interest, were allowed to strike off 
twenty-four to my twelve; whereby a majority was i procured. 
Whether they were worthy to sit in judgment on the rights of 
freemen, 1 shall leave to you and the whole kingdom to deter- 
mine, by their late report. 

" There is no person who entertains a higher respect and re- 
verence than 1 do for the different orders of the State ; it was 
that respect and reverence which induced me to complain of the 
encroachments of the aristocratic power. I lament that the 
people, for whose benefit all governments are instituted, have 
lost their weight in the legislature of this country : I lament that 
an open violation of your privileges should pass unnoticed by the 
guardians of the rights of the people. 

" in this long, expensive, and unequal contest, every art has 
been practised to harass and distress me, for having dared to 
assert your rights. I am, however, happy in the reflexion, that 
1 have discharged my duty to you, gentlemen, and to my 
country; I haye the honour to be, with the greatest esteem and 
regard, Your obliged and faithful humble servant, 

" Watkin Liwm." 



■ 
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city of Worcester, with a sUver table engcaved 
with apposite devices, and finished with exquisite 
taste and magniBcence. 
* At the general election in 1784, the Hon. Wil- 

liam Ward and Samuel Smith, esq., of Alderman- 
bury, were chosen without opposition. Upon 
Mr. Ward^s succeeding to the peerage, Mr. Wig- 
ley was elected in his room, A contest arose at 
the general election in 1790, the two late mem- 
bers being opposed by Mr. Wigley, the bar- 
rister : when the numbers at the final close of the 
poll were. 

For Edmund Wigley, esq. 959 — Edmund Lech- 
mere, esq. 892 — Samuel Smith, esq. 692. 

Samuel Smith, esq., petitioned, and a day 
was appointed for hearing the same, but he not 
giving in his recognizance agreeable to law, the 
order was discharged. 

In 1806, William Gordon, esq., and some of the 
freemen petitioned against the return of Messrs. 
Robarts and Bromley. 

The committee found Abraham Robarts, esq., 
duly elected ; and Robert Bromley, esq., not duly 
elected. 

Mr. Attersol, petitioned against the return of 
Mr. Gordon ; but having neglected to enter into 
recognizances to prosecute the same, the complaint 
could not be heard. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of James I., it consists of a mayor, 
recorder, sheriff, six aldermen, 2i common-coun- 
cilmeo, and 48 assistants. 
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RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 7, 1693. Is in the Freemen not receiving 
alms. 

Feb. 11, 1747. Is in the Citizens of the said 
city not receiving alms, and admitted to their 
freedom by hirthy or hy servitude^ or by redemp" 
tioriy in order to trade within the said city. 

Number of voters — 2000. 

Returning officer — the Sheriff. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Coventry is recorder of this city 
and patron of the corporation, but the two present 
members are returned independently of that in« 
teres t. 

It had been customary for the corporation influ- 
ence to prevail in the election of its representatives 
till the year 1801, when Sir Joseph Scott of Barr, 
in the county of Stafford, was elected by the inde- 
pendent interest, since which period the old influ* 
ence has never prevailed. 

At the last general election, in 1813, Lord Vis- 
count Deerhurst, son of the Earl of Coventry, op- 
posed the two old members, when the numbers 
at the close of the poll were as follow : 

Abraham Hobarts, esq., 134^8 — -William Gor- 
don, esq. 939 — Viscount Deerhurst S5o 

By these numbers the state of the corporation 
and independent interests may be ascertained. 



256 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 



EVESHAM. 

Evesham, a borough, and market-town, com- 
prises three parishes, including Bengeworth, in the 
hundred of Blaken hurst, Worcester, six miles from 
Pershore, and 96 from London ; containing 606 
houses, and 2,837 inhabitants, being 1,339 males, 
and 1,505 females, of whom 473 were returned as 
being employed in trade. Their privileges are very 
extensive; the mayor and four of the aldermeii 
are justices of the peace, hold a session of Oyer 
and Terminer and goal delivery, with power to 
punish all crimes, except high treason, within 
their liberty. The market is on Mondays, and the 
fairs are on the 2d February, the first Monday 
after Easter, Whit-Monday, and Sept. 21. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough returned members to Parliament 
the 23d Edward I., but discontinued after that 
King's reign till the 1st James I., who restored 
and incorporated it. The memoirs relating to its 
elections are these. 

Petitions, &c. Nov. 9» 1640. The business 
concerning the election of Sergeant Crosby, Mr. 
Coventry, and Mr. Sandys is referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges. 

July 12, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported 
from the Committee of Privileges and Elections 
the case upon the return of members to serve in 
this present Parliament for this borough : That, 
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upon the examination of the fact, they found it 
admitted that John Egiock, esq., one of those re- 
turned had the greater number of voices ; and that 
the question was betwixt Sir Thomas Rouse, who 
is returned with Mr. Egiock, and Mr. Andrews 
the petitioner: and that it appeared upon the 
poll taken that Sir Thomas Rouse had a greater 
number of voices than Mr. Andrews, and there- 
fore is duly elected, and ought to sit : whereto 
the House agreed. 

Nov. 3, 1669. A petition of Sir James Rush- 
out, complaining of an undue return made of Sir 
John Hanmer. 

Nov. S3. Sir Job Charleton reported from the 
said committee the state of the case; and the 
questions arising thereupon were, 1st. Whether 
the mayor, aldermen, and capital burgesses only, 
or the burgesses at large, had the right of election. 
9d. Whether the election was good or void. 
3d. Who had the majority of voices. And the 
committee were of opinion, that the common bur- 
gesses had voices in elections, and that the elec- 
tion by the mayor, aldermen, and chief burgesses 
was not good ; that the election was not void ; 
that Sir James Rushout had the majority of 
voices, and was duly elected. 

The question was pot to agree with the com- 
mittee, that the right of election is in the common 
burgesses, and that the select election by the 
mayor, aldermen, and chief burgesses was not 
good. It was agreed, and the matter being de- 
bated, whether the denial of the poll did void the 
election, the question was put to agree with the 

PART II. VOL. III. S 
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committee, that the election is not void, and on a 
division it was disagreed to. 

Resolved, ^' That the mayor of this borough be 
sent for in custody of the sergeant at arms attend- 
ing this House, for his misdemeanor, in making 
the return for this borough, and denying the poll. 
Dec, 9j 169^. A petition of Sir Rushout 
Cullen, bart., complaining of an undue return of 
Henry Parker, esq., by illegal practices, &c. — No 
Teport. 

At the election in 1790, there were three can- 
didates ; viz. Sir John Rushout, in his own inter- 
est ; Thomas Thompson, esq., in that of the op- 
position ; and Mr. Sullivan, in that of the adminis- 
tration ; when the numbers on the close of the poll 
wel^. 

For Sir John Rushout, bart. 4 IS — ^Thomas 
Thompson, esq. 407 — Mr. Sullivan 374. 

Dec. 1, 1802. Humphrey Howorth, esq., pe- 
Ptckwcii, titioned against the election of Charles Thellusson 
^•^' **•*'*' and Patrick Craufurd Bruce, esqrs. The com- 
mittee was ballotted May 19, 1803. The peti- 
tioner had given notice to the sitting members, 
that he did not mean to offer any evidence in sup- 
port of his petition. When the committee met, 
the only question for their consideration was, 
whether the petition was frivolous and vexatious, 
the sitting members having renounced their claim 
to its being voted frivolous and vexatious ; the 
committee determined. May 20, the sitting mem- 
bers to be duly elected, and that the petition was 
not frivolous or vexatious. 

In 1807, Humphrey Howorth, esq., petitioned 
against the election of Sir M. M. Lopez. The num- 
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bets stood, W. Manning, esq. 494— Sir M. M. 
Lopez 334 — H. Howorth, esq. 320. The peti- 
tioner was declarcid duly elected. 

. .. . .'■ . / 

<PSP0BATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, seven aldermen, 
and twelve capital burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

' Sept. 99, 1669. Is in the Common Burgesses. 
Number of voters — about 600. 
Returning officer — the Mayor. 
Patron — Lord Northwick, one member. 

POLITICAL character. 

This borough appears by the returns to have 
been under the influence of the Rushout family, 
now barons of Northwick, ever since the year 
1793, and they have nominated one member at 
every election from that period to the present, ex- 
cept in the year 1796, when Sir John Rushout lost 
his election and was created a peer to console him 
for the disappointment. The other member is ge- 
nerally returned by a combination of attornies. 
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BewdleYj a borough and market-town in the 
parish of RibbeSford, hundred of Doddingtree, 
Worcester, is situated on the river Severn, three 
mifes from Kidderminster, and 132 from London; 
containing 787 houses, and 3,671 inhabitants, of 

s 9 
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whom 9S9 were returned as being employed in va- 
rious trades and manufacture. It enjoys a good 
trade in malt, leather, salt, and iron ware. It for- 
merly had two market days, now only one, on Sa- 
turday, well supplied with cattle, corn, hops, &c. 
It has three annual fairs. 



REPRBSENTATITE HISTORY. 

This borough was imprivil^ed by King James L 
to return one burgess to Parliament, who also 
incorporated it, (it recites that it had sent, but 
for some time before discontinued) and appoints 
the bailiff and burgesses whether inhabitants or 
not, to be the electors. 

There has been since some alteration in the con- 
stitution ; in the reigns of King Charles II., King 
James II., and Queen Ann, which occasioned 
some disputes in tbe House of Commons, as will 
appear by the following memoirs. 

Petitions, &c. April 16, 1640. The first we 
meet with is an order in the journals, whereby we 
find a petition had been pres^ted, or by some 
other means the matter of the election came before 
the House, and it was ordered to be proceeded on 
in order as figured ; and this was marked 1 . 

In the year 1669, Sir Ralph Clare petitioned 
against the election of Sir Henry Herbert. 

April 28, 1663. Sergeant Charleton reported, 
that the question arose on the words of the 
charter of 3d Jac. reciting the former charters of 
the said town which was incorporated by -the 
name of the bailiff aad burgesses of Bewdley ; 
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which burgesses first to be chosen were confined 
to the number of twelve, and they empowered to 
choose pther burgesses ; and the said burgesses of 
the borough to elect and send a burgess to ^erve 
in Parliament. And the question being, whether 
the old burgesses, before the charter 3d Jac. or 
only the burgesses appointed by that charter, had 
voices to elect for Parliament, not being sworn 
burgesses of the said corporation ; the committee 
were of opinion, that the new burgesses appointed 
by the said charter only, exclusive of all others, 
as aforesaid, had right to elect; and Sir Henry 
Herbert had the majority of voices of the said 
sworn burgesses, and was elected ; with which the 
House agreed. 

Jan. 15, 1673. A petition of Henry Herbert, 
esq., complaining of an undue return made by the 
bailiff of this borough.*— No report. 

In 1676, Mr. Herbert petitioned against the re- 9Joani.p. 
turn of Mr. Foley. On the 10th of March, Sir 
Thomas Meres reported, ^* That the chief matter peckweU, 
on which the committee did ground their opinion ▼•^.p.iM. 
was the bribery of Mr. Foley, to procure the voices 
of electors ;'' upon which they resolved, (and the 
House agreed in the resolution,) Mr. Foley was 
not duly elected, and that Mr. Herbert, the peti- 
tioner, was duly elected. 

In 1678, A petition of Henry Herbert, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Philip Foley, 
esq. 

May S7, Sir John Trevor reported the state of 
the case ; and the main question was, whether all 
the inhabitants paying scot and lot in the said bo-* 
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rough, or only the capital and particular burgesses 
of the said borough who had right to vote in elec- 
tion of members to serve in Parliament for this 
borough ; and that the committee had examined 
the charter of the said borough 3d Jac. whereby 
the said borough was incorporated, and divers re- 
turns of members of Parliament for this borough ; 
and thereupon resolved, 

'' That all the inhabitants of this borough have 
not a right to vote in elections ofoiembers to serve 
in Parliament for this borough. 

" That Mr. Philip Foley is duly elected. 

In 170v5, a petition of Henry Herbert, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Salway Win- 
nington, esq., by partiality of the bailiff of the said 
bprough, at the instigation of Henry Toy the 
town-clerk. 

Nov. 24. Mr. Compton reported the matter, 
viz. That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the bailiff and bui^esses, and the single question 
was, who had the niajority of voices on the poll, 
and that depended in a great measure upon two 
facts : first, whether Mr. Soley the recorder was a 
candidate at the said election ; and in the next 
place, whether two of the electors did vote for Mr. 
Soley ; and upon these points several persons were 
examined .on both sides, Und it appeared the 
poll was, 

For Mr. Winnington 18 — Mr. Herbert 11— Mr. 
Soley 2. 

The committee resolved, "That Salway Win- 
pington, esq., is duly elected.'' 

In 1708, soonailtertbeiiew charter was granted. 
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Henry Herbert, esq., a Whig, was elected under Gicnbrnie, 
it ; and Salway Wianington, esq., a Tory, was 31,32!*' 
chosen under the old charter. Mr. Winninjyton ^ , 

. . " i6Joum. 

petitioned the House, and it was resolved, No-p. n. 
vember 34, ^' That Thomas Slade, nominated a 
bailiff by charter granted by her majesty, (t. e. the 
new charter,) was rightful bailiff of the said bo- 
rough at the time of the said election. Mr. Her- 
bert (then Lord Herbert, of C herb ury) was conse- 
quently declared to be duly elected.*' — February 
8, 1709. 

In 1710, anew conte&t happened, but then the Gienheme, 
Tories were the reigning party. Anthony Lech- ao, al.^' 
mere, esq., was chosen by the new corporation, 
.and Salway Wiqnington, esq., by the old. Thep.408. 
matter was brought before the House by petition, 
Dec. \y when it was resolved, " That S, Win- 
nington, esq.) lyas duly elected, and that the 
charter dated April 20, 1708, was void." An ad- 
dress was also presented to her majesty for the 
purpose of repealing the charter. The cause was 
tried at the bar, in the court of Queen's Uench, 
and a verdict granted against the charter, but 
against the opinion of the court. A new trial was 
afterwards moved for and obtained. 

In 171 4» there was ^ third contest, and the Whig ig Joum. 
candidate was chosen and returned by the new p- ^^* 
corporation, and Mr. Winnington again petitioned ; 
but before bis petition could be heard, he judged 
proper to withdraw it, in consequence of a revo- 
lution in the ministry. The parties afterwards Laden, 
seem to have made up their differences, and ac- ^' ''* ^' 
quiesced in the new charter. 
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In 1768, Sir Edward Winnington, bart., petiti- 
oned against the return of the Hon. Thos. Lyttel- 
ton. The committee who tried the cause deter- 
mined, Jan. 34, 1769) that the petitioner was duly 
elected and ought to have been returned. 

CORPORATION. 

Consists of a bailiff, and twelve capital bur- 
gesses, with a recorder, town-clerk, &c. 

RIGHT OF BLBCTIOK. 

In the Bailiff and twelve capital Buigesses, ap- 
pointed by the charter 3 Jac. I. exclusive of all 
others, April 98, 1663. 

May 37, 1679* All the inhabitants of the bo- 
rough of Bewdley have not a right to vote. 

Dec. 19, 1710. The charter of 1708 is void. 

Jan. 34, 1691* The five persons elected bur- 
gesses had no right to vote. 

Number op voters — IS. 

Returning officer — the Bailiff. 

Patron — Mr. Roberts an attorney of this town. 

POLITICAL CHARACTSR. 

This town contains near eight hundred houses, 
and the right of election is limited by charter to a 
select body composed of only thirteen individuals. 

This corporation has been alternately under the 
influence of the families of Lord Lyttelton, and Sir 
Thomas Winnington of Stanford Court, till the year 
1806, when Mr. Roberts, an attorney of this place, 
obtained the patronage and has ever since retained 
the nomination of the member. 
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DROITWICH. 

Droitwich is a market<ftown and borough in 
the hundred of Halfshire, Worcester, 61 miles 
from Worcester, and 1 ISJ from London. It com- 
prises three parishes, exclusive of the liberty of 
Doddeshill, and contains 419 houses, and 1,845 
inhabitants, of whom 913 were returned as being 
employed in various trades and manufactories. 
The principal trade here is in the manufactory of 
fine white salt, deemed to be the best in Europe. 
The brine springs are so strong here, that the pits 
are continually running over, being much stronger 
than those in Cheshire; they contain about one- 
fourth salt, while those at Nantwich yield only 
one-sixth. Here is a canal about seven miles 
long, navigable for vessels of sixty tons burthen, 
which runs into the river Severn at Hawford, 
within three miles of Worcester. By this convey- 
ance to the Severn, the salt is sent to all parts of the 
kingdom. The same conveyance also supplies the 
neighbourhood with coal, of which there is a great 
consumption. The market is held on Fridays, 
and the fairs are on the 13th April, 18th June, 
39d September, and 31st December. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough having sent to Edward 1st Parlia- 
ments, and 3d and 4th of Edward II., ceased 
sending till King Philip and Mary restored it 
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anno 1554, from which time it has constantly re- 
turned. The memoirs of its elections are as fol- 
low : 

Petitions, &c. April 4, 1628. A complaint 
by Mr. Wild, concerning an unfit letter about the 
election for the borough. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of Sir John Pak- 
ington. complaining of an undue return of Pbilip 
Foley, esq. 

Nov. 1 1 . Mr. Grey reported from the Com- 
mittee of Privileges and Elections the state of the 
case upon the said petition. 

That the question was, whether the right of 
election was in the burgesses of the corporation of 
•alt springs of this borough, or in the proprietors 
of the salt springs at large. Of the latter, Sir 
John PakingtOD had 96 — Mr. Foley S3. Of the 
former Sir John Pakington bad 8 — Mr. Foley S3. 

Upon the whole resolved, " That the right of 
electing burgesses to serve in Parliament for this 
borough is in the burgesses of the corporation of 
salt springs of the said borough. 

" That Philip Foley, esq., is duly elected.** 
March 8, 1700. A petition of Robert Steyn^r, 
complaining of an undue return of Philip Foley, 
esq., by undue practices of the bailife. — No re- 
port. 
34 Joam. In 1747, Thomas Foley, jun., Francis Winning- 
p.494,463. jQ^^ jjj^j Samuel Masham, esqrs., had an equality 

of voices, and -were all three returned. The peti- 
tioner Ed wm Sandys and F. Winnington, esqrs., 
were voted duly elected. 
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CORPORATION. 

This place which was originally incorporated by 
King John, and afterwards by charter oi inspeximus 
of James I., consists of two bailiffs, a recorder, and 
eleven burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Nov. I], 1690. Is in the Burgesses of the cor- 
poration of the salt-springs of Droitwich. 
Number of voters — 40. 
Returning officers — the Bailiffs. 
Patron— Lord Foley. 

political character. 

The right of election in this borough being in a 
corporation, that select body is again under the in- 
fluence of a patron like every other borough of i 
similar description in the united kingdom. 

Lord Foley possesses the nomination of the 
members, and it appears by the returns to have 
been retained in his lordship's family ever since 
the restoration of Charles the Second. 
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YORKSHIRE. 



Yorkshire is bounded on the north by Dur- 
ham and Westmoreland, on the east by the Grer- 
man Ocean, on the west by Westmoreland and 
Lancashire ; and on the south by Chester, Derby, 
Nots, and Lincoln. This county is double the 
size of any other in the kingdom ; being 100 miles 
in length from east to west and 80 in breadth from 
north to south, containing an area of more than 
6,000 square statute miles or d,6989387 statute 
acres, with a population of 858,893 persons. From 
its great extent it has been distributed into three 
divisions called ridings, (trythings) a name derived 
from a Saxon wordsignifyingathird part. The north 
riding, comprehends the whole northern part from 
side to side descending to the capital in the cen- 
ter, being a district 83 miles in length. It is di- 
vided into 19 wapentakes^ viz. Gilling east and 
west, Allertonshire, Langbraugh, Pickering Lythe, 
Whitby Strand, Hang, east and west, Hallikeld, 
Birdforth, Bulmer and Rydall, containing five bo- 
roughs, Richmond, Scarborough, North AUerton, 
Malton, and Thirsk, 31,519 houses inhabited by 
165^506 persons, viz. 74,914 males, and 80,649 
females, of whom 96,907 were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture, and 44,061 in 
agriculture ; the amount of money raised for the 
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maintenance of the poor in 1S09, 76,06 1/. being 
at the rate of 38. 6id. in the pound. 

The east riding comprehends the aouth east 
part of the county; it contains SIQ^SOO square 
statute acres, having about 350,000 pasturage and 
130,000 arable. It is divided into six wapentakes, 
viz. Buckrose, Dickering, Hartweli, Holdemess, 
Howdenshire, and Ouse and Derwent, besides that 
part called the Ainstey of the city of York, con« 
taining 95,781 houses, and 1399433 inhabitants, 
viz. 67,457 males, and 71,976 females; of whom 
9S,000 were returned as being employed in trad6 
and 31,538 in agriculture. It contains three bo- 
roughs, viz. Beverley, Hedon, and Hull. Amount 
of money raised for the maintenance of the poor 
in 1803, 68,335/. being at the rate of 9s 7 id. in 
the pound. 

The west riding, by far the most extensive, is 
95 miles in length and 48 in breadth. It contdns 
about 1,568,000 squarestatute acres, having760,000 
acres of pasturage, and 350,000 arable. It is di- 
vided into nine wapentakes, viz. Abridge, Bark- 
ston Ash, Claro, Morley^ Osgoldcros, Skyrack, 
Staincliff, Straffortb, and Tickhill; it has five 
boroughs, Ripon, Pontefract, Boroughbridge, 
Aldborough, and Knaresborough, and contains 
111,146 houses, inhabited by 563,953 persons; 
viz. 376,005 males and 987»948 females ; of whom 
164,188 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture ; and 56^696 in agriculture. 
Amount of money rai3ed for the maintenance of - 
the poor in 1803, was 977|050/, being at the rate 
of 6i. 9|4. in the poond. 
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The principal manufacturing towns in York- 
shire, are Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, Wakefield, 
Keighley, Huddersiield, Pontefract, Sheffield, Ro- 
tberham, and Barnsley. The whole county con- 
tains 13 boroughs, and sends 30 members to Par- 
liament, pays 94 parts out of 613) ibr the land 
tax. It contains 563 parishes, is included in the 
northern circuit, and lies in the diocese and pro- 
vince of York. 

REPRSSEVTATIYE HISTORY. 

This county has been represented in Parliament 
from the time of the first returns. 

The election is made by all the three ridings ; 
and the indentures in the reigns of Henry IV. and 
Henry V. were very remarkable. 

We meet with no other memoirs necessary to 
be inserted here until after the Reformation ; since 
which time the Journals of the House of Com- 
mons afford these. 

Petitions, &c. April 99'I6I4. A petition for 
this county respited till Sir John Savile's coming 
up. 

March 16, 1620. Sir George Moore reporteth 
from the Committee for Privileges ; first for the 
constables of this county : that one Alleyne and 
Middlethwaite examined, Allejme denied the war- 
tint to be in his hand ; but made by his fellow 
constable, by his consent ; that Sir Thomas Went- 
worth wished them to intreat the freeholders to 
give their voices, &c. That the warrants were 
" will and reffvire,'' and when from the King, they 
did then in his M^esty'd name ^* will and com- 
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mand/' That the taking the names, was to let 
Sir Thomas know who would be for him ; and set 
down the names of those which would not con-* 
sent. That Stanhope, another high constable con- 
fessed a letter from Sir Thomas Wentworth of 
thanks for their pains, with promises to be mind- 
ful of it. That these things were mentioned in 
churches: that three testified at the elections 
about 1,000 persons cried " A Savile!*' and these 
pressing to the town hall, were refused, the door 
being kept with halberts; and one of their heads 
(offering to break in) broken. 

On the other part testified by Sir Richard 
C holm ley, that it appeared to him, as he passed 
with the sheriff, he taking a view of those of both 
parts, the number far above the other. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth cleared for the prepa- 
ration ; and by all the committee, the election 
cleared. The high constables to be left to the 
censure of the House. 

Upon the question, the election of Mr. Secretary 
and Sir Thomas Wentworth good. 

After much debate as to the constables, ordered, 
*' that they (Bartyn, Allott, and Richard Mic- 
kelthwayte) do make an acknowledgment of their 
offence at the next quarter sessions for the west 
riding. 

And they called to the bar, and kneeling 
charged by Mr. Speaker with their offences ; for 
meddling with what belonged not to them : with 
undue preparation: with warrants to petty consta* 
bles of command : menaces, by requiring the 
names to be delivered of the refusers. 
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They acknowledged their offence : and are fur- 
ther charged by Mr. Speaker to make their ac- 
knowledgment. 

June 31, 1695. Sir Edward Giles tendered a 
petition from 1,050 freeholders of Yorkshire, about 
the election of Sir John Savile, stating that he 
had the greater number of freeholders, but that the 
sheriff pronounced Sir Thomas Wentworth and 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, knts., duly elected. 

Upon question^ resolved, '' That the case con- 
cerning the knights for this county being admitted, 
the election of the said knights is not duly made ; 
and a new warrant for a new election.'' 

Resolved: '' That the sheriff be no further ques- 
tioned concerning the election and return of the 
knights for this county.'' 

April 17, 1728. Mr. Hackewell reporteth from 
the Committee of Privileges for this county. Sir 
Henry Bellasis and Sir Thomas Wentworth re- 
turned. The question whether these men that 
refused to declare their names were not disabled 
to be electors : appeared that they answered to 
three questions : 1st. that they had forty shillings 
freehold : 9d. that they were resiants within the 
county the day of the date of the writ : 3d. that 
they were not polled before." The opinion of 
the committee, that not necessary to insert the 
names of the freeholders in the indenture. Held 
it inconvenient to have them set down their names, 
because notice might be taken of them to their 
prejudice. 

Resolved upon question, '* That if an elector, 
or freeholder being by the sheriff put upon the poll 
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demanded his name, shall refuse it he is not dis*^ 
abled to be an, elector." 

Resolved upon the second question, ^' That Mr. 
Henry Bellasis and Sir Thomas Wentworth are 
duly elected.'* : 

In 1734-, Sir Rowland Wynn, hart., and some ** J<>«™-> 
freeholders in behalf of Edward Wortley, esq., pe-p^^i, 
titioned against the return of Cholmondely Tur- ▼<>*•»>• P- 
ner, esq. Feb. 24, 1735, it was objected against 
the production of the poll book, by the deputy 
clerk of the peace, that the same had not been de- 
livered over upon oath, and not within the time 
limited by law : and no proof having been given, 
that no alterations had been made therein, after 
the said election, and before the said delivery, the 
deputy clerk of the peace being further examined^ 
it was resolved, ^^ That books, called the original 
poll books of the last election, &c. produced by 
R. A., deputy clerk of the peace for the East Rid- 
ing of the said county, and which were delivered 
over to him, by the high sheriff of the said county, 
in open court, at the quarter sessions of the peace 
for the said riding, about two months after the said 
election, as the original poll taken at the said elec- 
tion, and which have been kept by him, the said 
deputy clerk of the peace, ever since ; among the 
records of the session of the peace for the said rid- 
ing, the said books not being delivered over by 
the said sheriff within the time, nor upon oath, as 
required by the act of the tenth year of the reign 
of the Queen, for the more effectually preventing 
fraudulent conveyances, in order to multiply votes 
for electing knights of shires to serve in Parliament, 

PART II. VOL. III. X 
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32 Jour, be admitted as evidence/' This petition was re- 

P'^®*' newed the second session. Resolved, March 9, 

Ludcw, 1736, " That those persons whose freeholds lie 

580— 7. within that part of the city called Aynsty, have a 

Pfeckweii, "S^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ knights of the shire.*' April 29, 
v-n.p. 1736, it was contended by the counsel for the 

100, note. ^ 

petitioners, that several persons were disqualified, 
by the evidence given of their being schoolmasters, 
parish-clerks, curates and hospital men. It does 
not distinctly appear upon what ground their 
qualification was contended for. After several 
days hearing the petition was dropped. 

POXTICAL CHARACTER. 

This county is the first in the kingdom, in ter- 
ritory, population, and opulence; the number of 
frefeholders being upwards of twenty thousand ; 
and its share in the representation, agreeable to 
the ratio of its taxes, would be forty-six out of 
six hundred and fifty-eight, which at present con- 
stitute the representative body of the nation : yet 
the boroughs of Midhurst and Old Sarura, neither 
of which have a house. remaining on them, and 
those of Gatton and Castle Rising, where there 
are no more costituents than members, singly 
possess an equal share in the democratic branch 
of the legislature, with this extensive and po- 
pulous county. 

The late Sir George Savile, to whose honoured 
memory the freeholders of Yorkshire have erected 
a monument in York Cathedral, represented this 
county in five successive Parliaments. The ho- 
nest zeal and patriotic energy which distinguished 
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his parliamentftry life has engraven bis name with 
the Hampden^ and Sydneys, the Russejls and 
the Marvels of his country, and posterity will for 
ever regard bini as a pattern of excellence in a 
British Senator/ 

This county has also had the honour to give a 
seat in Parliament: to William Wilberforce, esq., 
whose eminent abilities, so laudably exercised in 
the cause of suffering humanity have rendered his 
name sacred, and will transmit it in tbe page of 
history to future times. The abolitioq of the slave 
trade was an object in which his benevolent min4 
was continually employed. He nev/er forgot that 
negroes were men, although of a colour different 
from himself, and therefore iotitled to the natural 
freedom and privileges of the human race. He 
persevered for two and twenty years in procuring 
the abolition of that execrable traffic. His la- 
bours are now rewarded by the blessings of those 
who have been rescued from misery, and we most 
fervently hope they will never end but with the / 

universal emancipation of that oppressed race of 
men. 

In 1S07 the most expensive contest took place 
for the representation of this county that ever 
distinguished the annals of electioneering. The 
candidates were liord Viscount Milton, son of 
Eari Fitzwilliam, supported by the Whig party; 
the Hon. Henry Lascelles, son of Lord Hare- 
vood, proposed by the Tories, and William Wil- 
berforce, esq., on tbe dissenting and independent 
interest. Tbe -eleetion was carried on with doubt- 
ful success between tiie two party candidates for 

T 2 



968 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

fifteen days, but Mr. Wilberforce was at the head 
of the poll for the whole time* On the fifteenth 
day, being the length of time allowed by law, the 
election terminated in favour of Mr. Wilberforce 
and Lord Milton ; the numbers at the final close 
of the poll being, 

For William Wilberforce, esq. . . 1 1,808 

Lord Viscount Milton 1 ItlT? 

Hon. Hen. Lascelles 10j990 

This contest is said to have cost the three par- 
ties near half a million of money. The expenses 
of Mr. Wilberforce were defrayed by public sub- 
scription ; and such public zeal was manifested in 
his favour, that more than double the sum neces- 
sary for the purpose of supporting his election was 
raised in a few days, and one moiety was after- 
wards returned to the subscribers. A similar in- 
stance of popular fervour has never occurred, but 
in the election of Sir Francis Burdett for West- 
minster, and the late John Wilkes, esq., for Mid- 
dlesex. 

YORK (SITY. 

York City is reckoned a county of itself, 
containing 98 parishes, 2,407 houses, and 16,145 
inhabitants, viz. 7,018 males and 9,127 females, 
of whom 5,478 were returned as being employed 
in various trades. York received its charter of in- 
corporation from Richard IL, and i3 the only city 
in England whose chief magistrate is honoured 
with the title of Lord, except London. Its juris- 
diction extends over a considerable district^ be- 
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sides the sole conservancy of the rivers Ouse, 
Wharfe, Derwent, Ayre, Don, and some parts of 
the Humber. It sends two members to Pariia- 
ment, who are chosen by the freemen in general, 
and who enjoy the privil^e of sitting in their 
scarlet gowns, next the members for London, on 
the privy counsellors' bench, the first day of the 
meeting of every new Parliament. The market 
days are on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays ; 
and fairs every Thursday in the year, Whit-Mon- 
day, 10th July, 12th August, and 22d November. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This city has returned members to Parliament 
from the 49th Henry III. to this time, and Parlia- 
ments have frequently been held here. 

Accounts relating to its elections ; the following 
are in the Journals. 

April 4, 1628. Mr. Hackewill reported from the 
Committee of Privileges the case for this city. — - 
No question but Sir A. Ingram well elected. The 
question between Sir Thomas Savile and Alder- 
man Hoyle. The determination thereof forborn 
by the committee till further hearing. But divers 
misdemeanors in several persons, viz. in the two 
sheriffs and two aldermen, Hemsworth and Cooper, 
concerning the election. 

Upon question. Sir Thomas Savile was not duly 
elected. 

Upon question. Alderman Hoyle is duly elected. 

Upon question, Alderman Cooper to be dis- 
charged, upon paying his fees, without further 
censure. 
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Upon question, Sheriff Atkinson to be dis- 
charged upon paying his fees, without further oen- 
sure. 

Upon question^ Thompson and Hemsworth to 
be committed to the sergeant during the pleasure 
of the House, and not to be discharged till they 
hive made submission and acknowledgment at the 
bat of their offences upon their knees, paid their 
fees, and the charges of the witnesses which came 
up about the election. 

Jan. 7s 1673. A petition of Sir John Hewly, 
knt., against the return of Sir Henry Thompson, 
knt. 

This petition continued with the committee until 

March 15, 1676. Sir Thomas Meres reported 
that the committee had resolred : 

^' That Sir Henry Thompson is duly elected ;'' 
whereto the House agreed. 

May 83, 1685. A petition of James Moyser, 
rsq., against the return of Sir Metcalf Robinson. 

June 1. A petition of Tobey Jenkins, esq., 
touching the election. -^No repbrt. 

May 17> 1690. Mr. Gney reported from the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections the case 
touching the double retuni*-**That the questiofi 
was, Whether EdwardThompsoHbr Henry TJiomp- 
son, esqrs., were duly elected \ that upon the poll 
they had each 841. 

Resolved : " That Henry Thompson, esq., is 
duly retunied." 

Dec. 16, 1698«. A petitibh of £idwtfrd T^tnp- 
Hon, esq.) complaifMng ^ an owdue terrurn xH To- 
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bias Jenkins, esq., by bribery, partiality of the 
mayor, and other indirect practices. — No report. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Tobias Jenkins, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Fairfax, esq., by the partial proceedings of the 
mayor and officers, and other illegal means. 

A petition of several citizens and freemen.—- 
No report. 

CORPORATION. 

This was made a mayor town by Richard I. ; 
but Richard II. changed the title into a lord* 
mayor, and appointed two sheriffs ; besides which, 
there are a recorder, 12 aldermen, 24 assistants, and 
79 common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Corporation, together with the Freemen 
of the city ; which freedom is acquired by patri** 
mony, servitude, purchase, or gift of the corpora- 
tion. 

Number OF VOTERS — In the contested election 
in 17^8, which was a very expensive and smartly- 
disputed one, and probably, therefore, very tho- 
roughly canvassed, the number of voters was 9,983. 
In the election of 1774 there appeared to be, for 
Mr. Turner 838, for Lord John Cavendish 807, 
and for Mr. Hawke 647^ Most of the last being 
single votes, it may be fairly concluded that up- 
wards of 1,450 voters appeared at that election. 
But as Mr. Hawke gave up the poll long before 
it would have been concluded, great numbers of 
persons who were entitled to vote were not called 
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upon ; besides which, it was not thought neces- 
sary to bring in all the voters who lived at a dis- 
tance: from which it may be presumed that the 
number of voters are not less now than in 1758 ; 
but, by those most competent to the knowlege of 
the fact, they are supposed to be at least a thou- 
sand more. 

Returning officers — the Sheriffs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This city is independent in the exercise of its 
constitutional rights. Were there the same num- 
ber of electors in every other city, and in the re- 
spective boroughs, we should not have the baneful 
effects of influence and corruption to complain of. 
An equalization of the country into districts, 
would supply at least five thousand housekeepers 
to elect the representatives for each place ; and 
why a mode so simple and practicable cannot be 
instantly adopted, we must confess we have not 
sagacity to divine. 

The late patriotic and benevolent Sir Charles 
Turner, of Kirkleatham, in Yorkshire, represented 
this city to the time of his death. He was cotem- 
porary with Sir George Savile, who so honourably 
represented this county; and his political conduct 
manifested the same independence of character, 
and zeal for public liberty. He opposed with him 
the fatal American war firom its commencement to 
its disgraceful termination, and was like him the 
strenuous advocate for parliamentary and national 
reform. 
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HULL, or KINGSTON UPON HULL. 

Hull, or Kingston upon Hull, is a borough 
and sea- port in the east riding of York, containing 
4,287 touses and 27,616 inhabitants, viz. 12,127 
males and 15,489 females, of whom 5,104 were 
returned as employed in trade and manufacture, 
and only 21 in agriculture. Its markets on Tues- 
day and Saturday are well supplied, and its fairs 
are 10th July and 10th December, for five days 
each, and on the 10th of October. 

representative history. 

This town having returned anno 33 Edward L, 
ceased sending till 12th Edward IL It is a county 
of itself, and the writs directed to the sheriff; and 
in the 38th of Henry VI., we find the election 
was by 25 burgesses of the borough, named in the 
indenture ; after which time we meet with these 
memoirs of the elections and representatives in 
that respect. 

Petitions, &c. 1580. Mr. James Dalton, 
one of the representatives for this borough, being 
incurably sick, a new writ, in the vacation of Par- 
liament was ordered for the election of a burgess 
in his stead ; also the like was done for the same 
reason in the case of James Clerkson, who was 
sick, but not incurably. 

March 18. Upon consideration of the returns 
and defaults, 
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Ordered and Resolved, " That Thomas Flem- 
ing, gent., being returned into this session, and 
appearing in the room of James Dalton, one of the 
burgesses for this borough, being incurably sick 
and diseased, shall continue and remain according 
to the return/' 

That John Fawcher, likewise returned for the 
said town, in the lieu and stead of James Clark- 
son sick, shall be removed from his placei and the 
said James Clarkson shall remain and continue in 
his place, notwithstanding the said cause of sick- 
ness. 

Nov. 98, 169^. A petition of Sir James Brad- 
shaw, knt., complaining that the sheriff of the 
town having received the writ, to gratify the 
mayor of the town and some aldermen, privately 
appointed the election to be next morning after 
the receipt of the writ; and though he was ac- 
quainted such notice was not sufficient yet he 
proceeded to election next morning ; where he 
did not poll so many by 300 as at other times ; al- 
though the mayor and aldermen then made many 
freemen on purpose to vote against the petitioner, 
and threatened others that intended to vote for 
him, &c. 

Whereupon witnesses were examined and the 
committee resolved, " That Sir Wm. St. Quintin 
and Charles Osborn, esq,, are duly elected." 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Charles Osborn, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Wm. 
St. Quintin and Mr. Wm. Maisters, by bribery 
and entertainments and other indirect means.— 
No report. 
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Nov, 29, 177 4-. Thos. Shirleyj esq., petitioned, 
but afterwards requested leave to withdraw it, to 
which the House agreed. 

1802. The petition not renewed, 

CORPORATION. 

A mayor, twelve aldermen, a recorder, cham- 
berlain, water-bailiff, sheriff, and other officers, 
under the denomination of the town and county of 
the town of Kingston upon Hull. The mayor bad 
two swords given him, one by Richard HI. and 
the other by Henry VIII. but only one is now 
carried before him. He had also given him a cap 
of maintenance and an oar of lignum vUiSy being 
an ensign of his jurisdiction, as admiral within the 
liberties of the H umber. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Bui^sses, which is derived either firom 
being born the son of a burgess, from having served 
seven years' apprenticeship to a burgess, from pur« 
chase, or from donation for public services. 

Number of voters — From the copy of the 
poll taken in September, 1780, eleven hundred and 
eighty burgesses voted, of which forty-two were 
custom-house, and three were excise-officers, who 
are now disfranchised. 

As the last Parliament had been suddenly dii* 
solved, end writs for the new Parliament imtnedi- 
ately issued, and as the election came on in the 
autumn, when many seattieti in the merchaoto' 
service were not returned from their voyages, mod 
in time of war too, when many were ^broed in the 
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service of government, it may be computed that 
there are fourteen hundred burgesses of this town. 
Returning officer — the Sheriff. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

About nine hundred of the electors of Hull are 
resident, fifty of whom were disqualified by Mr. 
Crewe's bill. The town contains nearly five 
thousand houses. For upwards of sixty years the 
candidates have paid the poorer order of voters 
two guineas for each vote. The number who took 
money was commonly two-thirds of the voters. 
So established is this species of corruption, that 
the voters regard it as a sort of birth-right. Very 
few of them are independent of the higher ranks 
of people in the town. The candidates have each 
their friends amongst the higher ranks, who canvas 
the town, and apply with great emphasis to their 
respective dependents ; so that several tradesmen 
are at a loss how to conduct themselves with 
safety: they are between Scylla and Charybdis ; 
and some have been known to put the number of 
their employers on the side of the two candidates, 
and hand about the list as their justification. 
Other tradesmen, having more than one voter in 
their families, split their votes, for the sake of 
peace, and the preservation of their friends in 
trade. 

Besides the above two guineas being paid for 
each vote, the out-voters have been paid one 
guinea for expenses, if resident twenty miles or 
under from Hull, and two guineas for above twenty 
miles, .and under fifty; above fifty, as could be 
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agreed. This is to be understood, if the voter 
gave a single vote for one candidate: if one vote 
for each candidate, then half a guinea ; and one 
guinea from each. So soon as the candidates de- 
clare their intentions of offering themselves, and 
the canvas is begun, the needy voters offer them- 
selves as assistants, or runners, as they are called ; 
and if one candidate refuses to accept their generous 
services (for which they are paid five shillings per 
day), they threaten to go to his antagonist ; so 
that three hundred and upwards of these Swiss 
troops have been known to be engaged to do 
nothings at five shillings per day each, several days 
before the poll was taken. Messengers sent to 
canvas the non-resident or out voters, promise of 
places, coach-hire, horse-hire, chaise-hire, treats, 
&c., add to the enormity of the crimes above stated. 
Another matter worthy of notice is, that Hull, 
being a town and county of itself, the freeholders 
and inhabitants in it, and in its district (which 
comprehends a quadrant of about five or six miles 
radius, have no opportunity of voting at any 
election for the county of York, or for the corpo- 
ration itself, unless privileged as burgesses. 

The fifty revenue-officers are burgesses of Hull ; 
and the government candidates have usually bad 
about one hundred and twenty votes, by the con- 
nexions of the customs and excise, and from ex- 
pectants. 

Many of the voters are not householders, and 
many of the mariners have no fixed residence in 
Hull, or elsewhere. It appears that every election 
exceeds the preceding one in corruption. 
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At the last general election in 1S19, the freemen 
of Hull wanted a contest^ but no candidate ap- 
pearing to gratify their wishes, a great number of 
the lower order stopped a gentleman who was pas- 
ing throuj^h the town on his way to Beverley, who 
was a perfect stranger to them in name and cha- 
racter and offered to support him if he would be- 
come their champion upon this ck^casion. The 
offer was accepted, and the following day be was 
chosen their member by acclamation. 

If the right of election was in the householders 
of this opulent commercial town, the number of 
voters would exceed four thousand, at present 
they do not amount to more than a third of tha^t 
number, five hundred of whom are non-residents, 
and a great part of the remainder have neither 
houses nor property in the town. 

What a contrast do the modern electors of Hull 
present to their virtuous ancestors, the consti- 
tuents of the great Andrew Marvel, who repre- 
sented this town in the time of the Commonwealth, 
and in the profligate reign of Charles the Second. 
it comes immediately within the plan of this work 
to notice so eminent a character who represented 
his constituents with unexampied assiduity, pa- 
triotim, and integrity, before wealth was made to 
take place of virtue and talent, and when qualifi- 
cations to sit in Parliament were unknown.* 

* Tbis accfHfipli^ed and illystrious citieen will for ever stand 
high in the e«hinii<Mfi of hds -oouuitf^ and will coiUinue to lie 
neapectfldy whUst puUic virtue ctm intere&t ikfi feelii^$, or pri- 
Tate gratitude actuate the heart of an Eoglishman. 

Andrew Marvel was born at Winestead, in HoldemesSy of 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 

Knaresborough is a borough, market-town, 
and parish, in Claro wapentake, west riding of 



which parish his father was rector, on the 15th of NoveBiber» 
1620. His father, the ReTerend Andrew Narrel, born in Cam* 
bridgeshire, completed his studies at Emanuel College, in that 
university, where he obtained the degree of Master of Arts 10 
1603. He was afterwards elected master of the public grammar 
school, in Kingston-npon-^Hull, and became lecturer of Trinity 
dinrch in 1624. 

His son was sent to Cambridge at the age of fifteen, and 
admitted a student of Trinity College in 1035. He left that 
university about the year 1642, when he was twenty-two years 
of age, and commenced his travels through Holland, France, and 
Italy. In the last of those countries he obtain*^ the acquaintance 
and friendship of the illustrious Milton, during their residence at 
Rome ; and had afterwards the honour of having him for a coad- 
jutor in the office of Latin secretary to the Protector. 

In 1658 he was elected one of the representatives in Parliament 
for this town, and again returned in the two successive Parlia- 
ments. From that moment, he considered it as a bounden duty 
to transmit an account of all the proceedings in the House of 
Commons to his constituents ; but the collection hitherto pub- 
lished does not commence earlier than November 17, 1660. 

From this period, Mr. Marvel comes forward in his patriat and 
parliamentary character, and with more dignity, honour, sense, 
genius, fortitude, virtue, and religion, than ever mixed up in one 
nan, ancient or modem. There is not an action of his life that 
deserves the blot of censure ; the pajt he took was most honomr- 
able to himself, and useftil to his country ; and though virtue was 
ever put to the blush by flattery, yet he maintained his sincerity 
unsubdued, when truth and chastity were crimes in the lewd 
circle of Charles's syren Court ; where, in poverty he held up 
the greatness of bis soul, in spite of the cold disadvantages of a 



980 COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS. 

York, 915 miles from London by Nottingham, 
909 by Newark, and 13 distant from York ; con- 

narrow fortune, and the artful lures and temptations that assailed 
him. 

In the first Parliament which met hefore the Restoration, 
(April 25, 1660,) Mr. Marvel was a constant attendant. In the 
course of his correspondence, he exhibits a determined enmity to 
the keeping up of a standing army, Wiiich he wishes to be spee- 
dily exchanged for a militia. 

^ 1 doubt not, ere we rise," says he, in a letter to his consti- 
tuents, *' to see the whole army disbanded ; and, according to 
the act, hope to see your town once more ungarrisoned; in which 
I should be glad, and happy to be instrumental to the uttermost ; 
for 1 cannot but remember, though then a child, those blessed 
days, when the youths of your town were trained for yonr militia ; 
and I, methougbt, become their arms much better than any 
^diers that I have seen there since.*' 

Soon after this, he evinced his jealousy of *^ that many-headed 
monster, the Excise ;" and we find him, nearly at the same 
time, thanking his constituents for a present of a cask of ale, 
<' the quantity of whicbt" he observed, ** was so great, that it 
might make sober men forgetful.*' 

In 1662, Mr. Marvel appears to have repaired to Holland, on 
which occasipn. Lord Bellasis, who was high steward of Hnll, 
and deputy governor, under the Duke of Monmouth, employed 
Sir Robert Hildyard to notify this circumstance to bis consti- 
tuents, with a view of indociDg them to proceed to a new elec- 
tion. On this, a letter was dispatched to their member, ordering 
him peremptorily to return, which requisition he accordingly 
complied wiih a short time after. 

A few months posterior to this, with the consent of his con- 
stituents, he accompanied his friend. Lord Carlisle, who had 
been appointed Ambassador Extraordinary to Muscovy, Sweden, 
and Denmark, in the capacity of secretary, and remained abroad 
near two years. On his return, we find him attending the Par- 
liament at Oxford, and waiting on the Duke of Monmouth, with 
a congratulatory letter, and a present of gold, from the corpora- 
tion. On this ot'casioD, the latter, after paying many compli- 
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taining 747 bouses and 3,388 inhabitants, . viz. 
1,519 males, and 1,876 females, of whom 3,138 

mentt to Mr, M., endeaToured to prevail oq him to accept of the 
** six broad pieces," which he, bowoTer refused, with his usual 
disinterestedness. 

After the prorogation of Parliament, in Nevember, 1075, he 
demands inst motions on the part of his constitnents. " I desire/* 
says he, ** that joo will consider, whether there be any thinf 
that particularly rehttes to the state of your town ; and 1 shall 
strive to promote it to the best of my duty ; and in the mor^ 
general concerns of the nation, shall maintain the sane incorrupt 
mind, and dear oonecience, fiir from faction, or any sel^ends, 
which, by the grace of God, I have hitherto preserved.*' He 
was so attentive to his political communications, that each letter 
contained a minute narrative of parliamentary business. Such 
was his diligence too, that he says, ^* he sits down to write at 
six in the evening, though he had not eat since the day before at 
noon ; and that it had become habitual to him to write to them 
every post during the sitting of Parliament." 

Though the power of the court had no( influence over his 
virtue, yet ihe good sense of Prince Rupert was conspicuous, in 
making him his friend ; for when Mr. Marvel's name became 
the hatred of that party, which he ever attacked with unremit- 
ting keen satire, and it becaniie dangerous for him to appear 
abroad. Prince Rupert would (brget his rank, and be led, by his 
good undeistanding, privately to the apartments of Mr. Marvel : 
so, whenever his Royal Highness voted on the side of Mr. Mar- 
vel, which he often did, it was, the observation of the adverse 
party, ** that he had been with his tutor." 

The severe tracts which be was continually publishing against 
the state, and popery, iM»d the inflammatory literary fight which 
he had with Parker and others, often made his life in danger; 
but no bribes, no oflfers of fortune or situation, though so very 
contrary to his private interest, could make him swerve from the 
▼irtuous path he had at first set out upon, and in which he con- 
tinued to walk invariably to the last. A man of such excellent 
parts, and facetious converse, could not be unknown to Cbarle3 
IL, who loved the company of wits so mucb^ that he would sufi'er 

PART II. VOL. III. U 
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were returned as being employed in various handi- 
craft trades and manufactures. The market on 



the severest jokes ralber than not enjoy tbem. Mr. Marvel had 
been honoured with an evening's eatertainment by his majesty, 
who was so charmed with the ease of his manners, the smunioess 
of his judgment, and the nimbleness of his wit, that the following 
morning, to shew him his regard, he seat the Lord Treasaier 
Danby to wait upon hin, with a particular message from himaelf. 
His lordship with some dlliculty fousd his elevated retreat, 
which was in a second floor, in a court in the Straad, the very 
gradus ad Pamassum. Lord Danby, horn the darkness of the 
stair-case, and the narrowness thereof, abruptly burst open the 
door, and suddenly entered the room, whereiu he femid Mr. 
Marvel writing. Astonished at the sight of aonobk and so un- 
expected a visitor, he asked his lordship with a smile. If he had 
not mistook his way — ** No,*' replied my lord, with a bow, 
** not since I have found Mr. Marvel ;** continaiag, that he came 
with a message from the king, who wished to do him some signal 
service, to testify his high opinion of his merits. He replied, 
with his usual pleasantry, that kings had it not in their power to 
serve him ; he had no void left aching in his breast : but be- 
coming more 8erioa», he assured his lordship, that he was highly 
sensible of this mark of his majesty's affection ; but he knew too 
well the nature of courts to accept of favoura, which were ex- 
pected to bind a man in the chains of their interest, which his 
spirit of freedom and independence would not suffer him to em- 
brace. To take a place at the hands of his majesty would be 
proving him guilty of the first sin, ingratitude, if be voted 
against him ; and if he went in the smooth stream of his interest, 
it might be doing injustice to his country and his conscience: he 
therefore begged that his majesty would allow him to enjoy a 
state of liberty, and to esteem him more his faithful and dutiful 
subject, and more in the true interest of his welfare, by the re- 
fusal of his munificence, than if he had embraced his royal 
bounty. These royal offers proving vain, Lord Danby began to 
assure him, that the king had ordered him a thousand guinea, 
which he hoped be would be pleased to receive, till he i*ould 
bring his mind to accept something better, and more durable. 
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Wednesday is well supplied. Fairs first Wed- 
nesday after January 13, first Wednesday after 

At this, Mn Marvel renewed his usual smile, and said, ** Surely, 
taj good lord, jou do not mean to treat me ludicrously bj these 
munificent offers, which seem to interpret a poverty on my part. 
Pray, ihy lord treasurer, do these apartments wear in the least 
the air of need ? And as for my living, that is plentiful and good, 
which yoQ shall have from the mouth of the servant : — 

" Pray, what had I to dinner yesterday ?" 
•* A «hou1der of mutton. Sir.*' 
*' And what do jou allow me to-day ?'* 
** The remainder hashed.'* 



tt 



And to-morrow, my Lord Danby, I shall have the sweet 
blade-bone broiled ; and when your lordship makes honourable 
mention of my cook and my diet, 1 am sure his majesty will be 
too tender in future to attempt to bribe a man with golden apples 
who lives so well on the viands of his native country !*' 

The lord treasurer, unable to withstand this, withdrew with 
smiles, and Mr. Marvel sent to his bookseller for the loan of one 
guinea. No Roman virtne ever surpassed this temperance; nor 
can gold bribe any man that is not bribed with luxury ; and, 
with Dr. Samuel Johnson,* allow me to repeat these good words, 
which the temptation of a pension would not suffer him to adopt: 
** No man, whose appetites are his masters, can perform the 
duties of his nature with strictness and regularity ; he that would 
be superior to internal influences, must fiist become superior to 
his own passions." 

That such a man should haveenemies is not to be wondered at by 
those who know the world; and that they should be bitter, cruel, 
and inveterate, will not surprise any one, who is acquainted with 
the history of that profligate and flagitious reign during which he 
flourished. Mr. Marvel was fond of residing at Highgate, and 
this circumstance appears to have put bis life in jeopardy more 
than once; for he was frequently threatened with murder, and 
even way«laid« Sir John Coventry's nose had been slit, for his 
daring to express his mind with freedom; and a still worse fate 

• The Idler.- 
U 2 
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March 12, May 6tli, first Wednesday after I2th 
August, first Tuesday after October 10, and first 



appears to have been reserved for the sobject of Ibis memoir, 
who, fired at I be iodiji^nity committed against a member of Par- 
liameot, bad formerly lampooued tbe court oo tbat very occasioa 
in some severe satirical verses. 

Mr. Marvel, bowever, was not a man of tbat stamp to be terrified 
by threats, or even by violence. He was accustomed to remark, 
tbat be was more afraid of killing than of being killed ; and tbat 
he was not so much in love with life as to be unprepared for 
death. In a letter to a friend, in which be mentions tbe insu* 
perable hatred of his foes, and their designs of murdering him, 
be makes use of tbe following strong expressions, ixbicb are here 
quoted in the original, being a language in which he excelled, 
and in which be delighted to correspond ^-> 

** Prtetcrta magis occidere met no quam occidi : non quod 
^itam tanii egtimemf sed ne imparatus moriar" 

As be was distinguished for his scorn of corruption on one 
band, so, on the other, he could never be provoked to revenge by 
any personal resentment. His integrity, even amidst distress, 
has been sufficiently evinced, by an anecdote that would do ho- 
nour to any age or country; while it is evident, from the whole 
tenor of his correspondence, that his dispute with his colleague^ 
Colonel Anthony Gilby, never once betrayed him into any pas- 
sionate invective or peevish expression. He was, at the same 
time, a sworn foe to flattery, and very cautions, as wt-II as very 
circumspect, in regard to his friendships. His enmities were all 
generous, for they were af a puMic nature. He most cordially 
hated and detested those who basely crouched at the feet of 
power, or were the zealots of arbitrary government. Yet even 
here, the native magnanimity of his disposition was evident ; for 
although he severely lashed the vices, both pnblic and private, 
of the lascivious sovereign wiio then bore sway, yet he could ge- 
nerously praise any of his actions which were commendable. 

His friendship for, and intimacy with, Milton, would alone 
have served to endear him to a nation, which still looks up, with 
mingled sentiments of love and admiration, to that great oroa- 
ment of English literature. Nor was he unmindful of his posthu- 
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Wednesday after 10th December ; and on the 
Wednesday, 22d November is a statute fair for 
hiring servants. 



roous repntation : he assisted in rescuing the poem of " Paradise 
Lost,*' the copy-right of which had been purchased for fifteen 
pounds, from unmerited obscurity ; for it was he and Dr. Bar- 
row, by their two complimentary poems, in English and Latin, 
who first unveiled its beauties to the undiscerning eyes of a heed- 
less public, immersed, after the example of the court, in ever^ 
species of folly and debauchery. 

Captain Thomson, the last editor of his works, who supposes 
him to have been treacherously murdered, by means of a potion, 
expresses himself in the following manner : 

** And yet, alas ! the period of his days was suddenly made 
on the 16th of August, and by poison; for he was healthful and 
vigorous to the moment he was seized with the premeditated 
ruin. Thus fell this great, good, and glorious man, in the fifty- 
eighth year of his age, after passing through a rugged life of per- 
petual danger, a cruel sacrifice to the diabolical ipachinations of 
the most profligate and wicked men, Bpt what could virtue look 
for and expect in a reign, when the king was himself a studious 
professor of profligacy ! Apd what must be the chance of the 
writer, who would attack arbitrary government in the reign of a 
tyrant, and attempt to defend the Protestant church, vhep the 
head of it died a Papist T' 

la point of language, many of hi$ compositions are penned in 
a majestic style ; although at times he could assume the burr 
lesque, and was considered by his contemporaries as one of the 
wittiest and most humorous writers of that day* In Latin too^ 
as well as English, he wrote with great fiicility and eloquence; 
and it was he who drew up the stale-papers during the protec- 
torate of Cromwell, under the inf^pection of Milton. It was he 
also who penned the Parliamenti Anglise Declaratio, 

Marvel was more eminent for his rirtues and his talents than 
for his wealth. He, however, left behind him a small patrimo* 
nial estate, on which, and the honoiirable allowance from his conn 
stituents, paid after the manner of ancient times, be subsisted 
with credit; for having but few wants, be was neither extrava* 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough first returned membeni to Parlia- 
ment, anno 1 of Queen Mary ; from which time 
it has returned representatives ; the memoirs 
whereof, which we have met with, are these. 

Petitions, &c. 1641. Mr. Benson, member for 
this town, having been complained of for granting 
protections for money ; it was referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Nov. 9. Mr. Reignolds reported the case of Mr. 
Benson, concerning several protections granted by 
him to divers men, that wete not his menial ser- 
vants in London, Middlesex, Surrey, &c. and Mr. 
Benson being beard, it was resolved, 



gant nor expeaaiTe. A$ he was the last representative in this 
conntrj, who receiTed pay from those be represented, so be ap- 
pears to hare been the only one who was ever boned at their 
expense ; the corporation of Hull having' ordered fifty pounds to 
be issued for that purpose, September 90, 1678. 

His body was interied in the church of St. Giles's in the 
Fields; and in 1688 a monument was erected there to his me- 
mory by the town of Kingston-upon-Hnll, with an epitaph at 
once expressive of " their grief and gratitude." This having 
been torn down by the zealous royalists, another inscription was 
placed at the expense of one of his relatives, of which the fol- 
lowing are the concluding lines : 

SACREP TO THE MEMORY OF ANDREW MARVEL. 

As a strenuous assertor of the Constitution, Laws, 

and Liberties of England, 

And out of fiEunily affection, and admiration of the uncorrupted 

probity of his life and manners, 

RoBimT Nettletom, of London, merchant, his 

Gsand Nephew, 
Hath caused thu small memorial of him to be erectod^ 

in the year 1764. 



KNAaESBOROUGB. 995 

^' That Mr. Henry Benson is unworthy, and 
unfit to be a meodber of the House, and shall sit 
no longer as a member of the House. 

*^ That Mr. Henry Benson shall be forthwith 
sent for as a delinquent, by the sergeant at arms 
attending on this House. 

Resolved, ^' That the Speaker shall issue his 
warrant for a new writ, to be directed to the sheriff 
of Yorkshire, for electing another burgess to serve 
in his stead. 

Resolved, " That the House holds Mr. Henrv 
Benson unfit and incapable ever to sit in Parlia- 
ment, or to be a member of this House hereafter/' 

Dec. 7^ Sir Wm. Constable, knt., petitioned 
against the return of William Deerlove. 

Resolved, " That the return of Wm. Deerlove 
by his own deputy, made two or three days before 
the election only for this service, was an undue 
and void return ; and should be taken off the 
file.'* 

But no notice was taken in regard to Sir Wm. 
Constable, though we find he afterwards sat for 
this borough. 

Jan. 26, 1688. A petition of Thos. Fawkes, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Edward, 
Lord Viscount Latimer. 

Jan. S8. A petition of Edward Lord Latimer, 
against the return of Thomas Fawkes^ esq. 

March 31. Colonel Birch reported, that the 
boroughmen of this ancient borough, on the 19th 
of January, with an unanimous consent, have 
freely chosen William Stockdale, esq., and the 
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Lord Viscount Latimer by the majority of the an- 
cient and new votes together ; or Thomas Fawkes, 
esq., by the ancient votes, who had been sworn in 
court and relieved for their borough houses, ac- 
cording to the custom of the said borough, to be 
the other of the two representatives. 

That the ancient votes for Mr. Fawkes, agreed 
on ail sides to be good, were 95 ; that of such for 
Lord Latimer were 19; and the new votes trans- 
ferred lately, but otherwise good, were 18. 

That the return and petition of Lord Latimer 
and Mr. Fawkes, concerning this election coming 
in course to be heard on the ISth of February last, 
was put off till the 4th of March instant, before 
which time Lord Latimer died ; and it appearing 
to the committee upon the return, that Mr. Fawkes 
had 23 old votes, and Lord Latimer but 19, and 
no petition had been presented on behalf of the 
borough, they did not think fit to grant any 
longer time, and therefore 

Resolved, " That Tbos. Fawkes, esq., is duly 
elected a burgess to serve in this present conven- 
tion for this borough : whereto the House agreed. 

Resolved, ** The bailiff of the said borough do 
attend this House to amend the return." 

March 24, 16S9. A petition of Thos. Fawkes, 
esq., shewing that at the election for burgesses for 
this borough, William Stockdale, esq., and the 
petitioner, were unanimously elected ; and ac- 
cordingly the bailiff made his return ; but the 
bailiff thought the petitioner was duly chosen, 
and by the return expressed to be elected, '* in- 
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" stant major partem burgensium/* Yet after^ 
wards, contrary to his duty, he made another re- 
turn of William Stockdale and Henry Slingsby, 
wherein these words are omitted. — No report, 

April 2, 1690. A petition of Sir Henry Slingsby, 
bart., against Thos. Fawkes, esq. 

May 17. Mr. Grey reported, That the ques- 
tion was, whether Mr. Fawkes, or Mr. Slingsby, 
were duly returned and elected ; that Mr. Fawkes 
had 2a, and Mr. Slingsby 20 voices. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the burgage-holders. 

That upon examination it appeared to the com- 
mittee that Mr. Fawkes had most qualified voices : 
whereupon they resolved, 

" That Thomas Fawkes, esq., is duly returned, 
which was agreed to by the House ; and the re- 
turn ordered to be amended. 

March 29, 1715. A petition of Henry Slingsby 
and Cyril Arthington, esqrs., John Clark )and 
others, on behalf of themselves and other burgesses 
of the said borough,shevving the petitioners together 
with Henry Coot and Robert Hitch, esqrs., were 
candidates ; and complaining of an undue return of 
the said Henry Coot and Robert Hitch, esqrs., bjr 
partiality of John Fisher, pretending to be bailiff, 
and other illegal proceedings.^ — Feb. 4. Petition 
withdrawn. 

1784. Sir John Coghill, bart., and Bacod 
Franks, esq. petitioned.^ — No report. 

Jan. 24, 1803. Certain electors of the borough 
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Peckwdi, petitioned, and a committee to try its merits was 
7%%^'^' appointed Feb. 17. The petition stated, that a 
writ having issued July 9) 1804, for the election of 
a burgess for Knaresborough, in the room of Wm. 
Cavendish, esq., due proclamation was made by 
James Collins and John Carr, the bailiffs, of an 
election to be holden July SO ; and that the peti- 
tioners, and several other voters, were proceeding, 
on the morning of the election, to the tolbooth, 
to give their votes ; but the election could not be 
proceeded in, by reason of a very great riot and tu- 
mult, raised by a large number of persons not 
electors, who assaulted several of the electors, 
magistrates, and constables, and blocked up the 
passages to the tolbooth ; that the bailiffs had 
made the following return, which had been trans- 
mitted to the Crown-office. '^ We, the bailiffs of 
the borough of Knaresborougb, &c., did, on July 
25, make a proclamation, &c. ; that, in pursuance 
of the said proclamation, we attempted to proceed 
to such election, with the assistance of Sir J. 1., 
bart., a magistrate for the west riding of the said 
county, and of twenty special constables, but 
were unable to get to the court-room by the vio- 
lence of the mob, consisting of several hundred 
people, who had previously obtained possession of 
the stairs leading thereto, aided and instigated by 
the following persons, viz. f eight persons named^J 
and several others, whose names are at present un- 
known, who not only insulted and pelted the ma- 
gistrate and one of the returning oflicers, but also 
took the staffs from the constables, knocked them 
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down, as well as several of the electors, and de- 
stroyed their clothes, and also dragged one of the 
special constables, servant to the said Sir J. I., a 
considerable distance to the riverside, threatening 
to drown him ; that after our return to the court- 
house, the said Sir J. I. being afterwards accom- 
panied by J. W., esq., and the Rev. C. K., two 
other magistrates for the west riding, finding that 
it would not only endanger the lives of themselves, 
the returning officers, and voters, if they attempted 
to proceed in the election, or read the Riot Act, 
but would be absolutely useless, as there were no 
soldiers nearer than the barracks at York, being 
twenty miles from this place, except the volun- 
teers of Knaresborough, several of whom were 
seen to encourage rather than suppress the mob ; 
from the above circumstances, we hereby certify, 
that we are unable to execute the precept as di- 
rected, as witness our hands, &c/' The peti-' 
tioners prayed the House to take the premises 
into early consideration, that the petitioners might 
be represented in the present Parliament, and that 
the offenders might be punished. 

This was the first petition presented since the 
making of the act which passed in the 18th year of 
his present majesty, concerning a return, which 
was not a return according to the requisition of the 
writ, but containing special matters only concern- 
ing such elections. 

The allegations in the petition were clearly 
proved, and on the first of March the committee 
resolved, that the petition was not fi'irolous or 
vexatious, and that the defence of the returning df- 
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ficers was not frivolous ; and that a new writ ought 
to be issued for the election of a burgess. A new 
writ was ordered. 

Several persons were named by the committee, 
who appeared to them to have been principally 
concerned in committing the outrages which pre- 
vented the returning officers from proceeding to 
the election. On the 14th of March, the House 
agreed with the committee in their resolutions, and 
ordered that the Attorney-general should forth- 
with prosecute the seven persons named in the re- 
port for their offences. 

The information was tried at the Summer as- 
sizes for Yorkshire, 1S05, when three persons, of 
the names of Allen, Abbot, and Dewes, were 
found guilty. On Feb. 5, 1806, Allen (having 
been in the King's Bench prison since November 9, 
1805) was sentenced by the court to be impri- 
soned in Newgate six calendar months, and to 
give security for his good behaviour for four years ; 
himself in 100/. and two sureties in 50/. each. 
Abbot and Dewes were sentenced to be imprisoned 
in the custody of the Marshal of the King's Bench 
three calendar months, and to give security for 
four years in 100/. each, and their two sureties 
respectively in 50/. each. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May 17, 1691. — In the Burgage holders. 
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Number of voters — 84 nominaliyj but ac* 
tually only one. 

Returning officers — two Bailiffs. 
Proprietor — Duke of Devonshire. 



POLITICAL character. 

This borough has returned members to Parlia* 
ment ever since the first year of Queen Mary's 
reign. The right of election was then vested in 
eighty-four or eighty-eight burgage-houses, the 
owners of which were entitled to vote. The elec- 
tions continued free till about the year 17199 when 
two gentlemen, striving against each other in can* 
vassing, first began the practice of purchasing the 
burgage-houses : by these means a majority of the 
votes was always in the possession of some parti- 
cular family. The Duke of Devonshire is now, 
and the family has for a long time been, in posses- 
sion of all the burgage-houses, except four. When 
an election comes on, a number of men are sent 
from a distant part of the country, and a certain 
burgage-house conveyed to each of them for the 
day : they are then told who they are to vote for, 
and some man is chaired as proxy for the absent ^ , 
member* There are no resident electors : the 
men who are sent to vote are the Duke's tenants : 
they come, if there is occasion, from his estates in 
the east riding ; but generally they are those about 
Bolton-bridge, near Skipton, twenty miles from 
Knaresborough, on the other side of the wild 
mountainous forest. The number of houses in 
Knaresborough is about seven hundred and fifty. 
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If the burgage-tenures were taken away, it 
is supposed there would be found five hun- 
dred men, who all pay assessments ; and these 
are chiefly manufacturers, farmers^ and shop- 
keepers. No diminution of votes has taken place 
in consequence of the act respecting revenue-offi- 
cers. The principal land-owners are Sir Thomas 
Slingsby, Mr. Roundbill, the heirs of the late Mr. 
Rhodes, of Uippon, and Sir John Cogbill, besides 
a great many tradesmen, who have small estates in 
the borough. The circumstance of the members 
never appearing at the elections, but having some 
old pauper chaired by way of proxy, which is said 
to be the constant practice, is really insulting. It 
cannot be said however, that there is bribery and 
corruption, as the elections are managed almost 
without any visible expense whatever. 

SCARBOROUGH. 

Scarborough is a sea-port and borough town 
in Pickeringlythe, north riding of York, S3 miles 
from New Malton, and 314 from London, by Lin- 
coln ; containing 1,615 houses, and 6,688 inha- 
bitants, viz. S,730 males, and 3,958 females, of 
whom 1,173 were returned as being principally 
employed in trade. The market days are on 
Thursday and Saturday ; and its fairs are on Holy 
Thursday, and 22d November. 

KEPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough sent members 93d Edward I., 
being besides York and Kingston, the only place 
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in this very large county that constantly returned 
before the time of Edward VI., since which it has 
constantly returned. Its ancient method of elec« 
tion was by the bailiffs and commonalty ; as ap- 
pears by the indenture. The more modern me- 
moirs, relating to its elections, in the journals are 
these. 

Petitions, &c. June 11, 1660. A petition 
of Luke Robinson, esq., and the petitioner beard 
in his place. 

Ordered, ^^ That the said Luke Robinson b^ 
discharged from being a member of this House.'' 

June 91 . Mr. Turner reported that Mr. Tbomp<i 
son had a greater number of votes than Mr. Le« 
gard, who is returned together with Mr. Luke 
Robinson by indentures as members to serve in 
this present Parliament, and that the committee 
are of opinion that the said Mr. Thompson is duly 
elected ; whereunto the House agreed. 

Ordered a warrant for a new writ to elect a 
member in the room of Luke Robinson, esq., dis- 
charged from being a member of this House. 

Resolved, ** That in regard of the misdemeanor 
of the bailiffs of this borough in returning Mr. 
Legard to serve as a member for this borough, 
though he had a lesser number of votes, and neg- 
lecting to return Mr. Thomson though he had a 
greater number of voices at the said election, both 
the said bailiffs be forthwith sent for in custody 
of the sei^eant at arms attending the House. 

May 86, 1685. A petition of several freemen 
and inhabitants of this borough, touching the 
election, and the parties being called in to own the 
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•atne, the petition was read, ordered to be referred 
I to the committee to examine and report the 

I matter with their opinion. 

! March 96, 1695. Upon considering the report 

from the committee relating to the orpiians' bill. 

Resolved, *^ That Mr. Hungerford a member of 
this House, having received 90 guineas for his 
pains and service, as chairman of the committee of 
this House to whom the orphans' bill was com- 
mitted, is guilty of an high crime and misde- 
meanor/' 

Resolved, " That Mr. Hungerford a member of 
this House being guilty of a high crime and mis- 
demeanor by receiving 90 guineas for his pains and 
service, as chairman of the committee of this 
House, to whom the orphans' bill was committed 
be expelled this House. 

— 98. Ordered a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a member in his room. 

Nov. 9, 1703. A petition of William Mailing 
and others, on behalf of themselves and other free- 
men and inhabitants of this borough, complaining 
of an undue return of William Thompson, esq., 
returned by means of partiality of the bailiffs and 
other indirect practices. 

A petition of John Hungerford, esq., against 
the return of Mr. Thompson. — No report. 

April 91, 1736. Thomas, Viscount Dupplin, 
was declared not duly elected: his seat was filled 
by William Osbaldeston, esq. 

1768. On the death of F. W. Osbaldeston, 
esq., the Speaker issued his warrant for a new 
writ, and this was the first notice given by the 
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Speaker in the London Gazette, in pursuance of 
the act of parliament for that purpose, stating, 
that this gentleman's death had been certified to 
him in writing, under the hands of two members 
of Parliament, and that he would issue his war- 
rant to make out a new writ for electing a member 
iQ his room. This vacancy produced a double re-; 
turn, viz. Sir J. Penyman, hart., and Ralph Bell, Laden, 
esq. The latter having informed the House that jij*'^^, 
he did not mean to contest the double return, and 
his opponent, who had petitioned, having asked 
leave to withdraw it, the House gave leave, dis- 
charged the order for taking it into consideration, 
and directed the clerk of the crown to attend 
with the writ, and erase Mr. Beirs name out of 
the return. 

CORPORATION. 

Consists of two bailiffs, two coroners, four 
chamberlains, and thirty-six burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

April 91, 1736. Is in the Common-house or 
Common-council of the said borough, consisting 
of two baihffs, two coroners, four chamberlains, 
and thirty-six burgesses only. 

Number op voters — 44. 

Returning officers — the Bailiffs. 

Patrons — the Duke of Rutland and Earl of 
Mu [grave. 

political character. 

This is one of those large towns in England 
where the right of election is confined to a corpo- 

PART II. VOL. III. X 



306 COUNTIES, CniBS, AND BOROUGHS. 

mtioD coraposed of forty- four individuals, and that 
right is farther circQmtcribed by the operation of 
Mr. Crewe's bill, as sereral of this sekct body are 
placemen, and thereby disqualified from voting. 

Upon the passing of this bill no less than ten of 
the common council out of forty-four were inca- 
pacitated to vote for representatives, but as they 
still retained a voice in the election of new com- 
^ mon councilmen, they could be rendered just as 
instrumental to the cause of influence and corrup- 
tion by bringing such into their body as may be 
dependent upon them. All these temporisiiig 
acts therefore fail of producing any effect: the evil 
can only be removed by restoring the whole body 
of the people to their ancient rights, and we should 
then see what purse would be able to bribe a ma- 
jority of the nation. 

This corporation is under the influence of the 
Duke of Rutland, and the Earl of Mulgrave, wiio 
each nominates a member, and this borough has 
been generally represented by a younger branch of 
each of these families for nearly fifty years ; pre- 
vious to which this select body was guided in 
their political conduct by the late George Osbal« 
deston, esq., of Hutton Bushell in this county ; 
but if he acted upon the same maxim that his 
son has since done at East Retford, it is no wonder 
that the corporation changed their patron. 

The number of houses in this town being up- 
wards of sixteen hundred, the elective body would 
be nearly the same, if the right of election was in 
those who pay the taxes, instead of those who 
subsist upon them. 
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RIPPON. 

RipPON is a borough, mark«t-town, and pariah, 
in the west riding of York, situated between the 
river Ure and a small stream called the Skell, six 
miles from Boroughbridge, and 339 from London ; 
containing 509 houses, and 3,311 inhabitants, 
viz. 1,470 males, and 1,741 females, of whom 618 
were returned as being employed in various trades. 
The market is on Thursday, and its fairs are the 
SOth day after Christmas, Old May Day, first 
Thursday in June, AH Souls Day, and 33d No- 
vember. The town has the advantage of a navi* 
gable canal. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough having returned only 33d Edward 
the First and 1st Edward the Second, intermitted 
sending till the last Parliament of Edward the 
Sixth, or Ist of Queen Mary, when it was restored. 
The subsequent memoirs since the Reformation 
in the Journals, relating to elections, are only 
these : 

Petitions, &c. May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner 
reported the opinion of the committee on the 
double return, whereby John Lambert, esq., was 
returned, was so returned by the mayor to satisfy 
the said Colonel Lambert only ; he confessed that 
Henry Arthington and Edmond Jennings, esq., 
who were returned by the other indenture, bad the 
greater number of voices : and that the commktee 
was of opinion that the said Mr. Arthington and 

X 3 
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Mr. Jennings were duly elected: to which the 
House agreed. 

March 8, 1730. The House being upon the 
enquiry in relation to the conduct of the Jate 
South Sea directors, those parts of the report of 
the Committee of Secrecy relating to John Ais- 
labie, esq., (member for this borough,) were read, 
and also several examinations, &c. 

Resolved : '* That John Aislabie, esq., has en- 
couraged and promoted the dangerous and destruc- 
tive execution of the late South Sea scheme, with 
a view to his own exorbitant profit, and has com- 
bined with the late directors of the South Sea 
Company in their pernicious practices, to the de- 
triment of great numbers of his majesty's subjects, 
and the ruin of the public credit, and the trade of 
this kingdom." 

Ordered : ^^ That the said John Aislabie, esq., 
be for his said offence expelled this House.'' 

Ordered: ''That the said John Aislabie be 
committed prisoner to the Tower of London." 

March SO. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgess for this borough in the room 
of John Aislabie, esq., expelled this House. 

CORPORATION. 

1604. By charter granted of this date, it is go- 
verned by a mayor, recorder, 19 aldermen, and 24 
assistants. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Burgage-holders. 

Number of voters — about 146, most of which 
are the property of Miss Lawrence. 
Returning officer — the Mayor. 
Proprietor— Miss Lawrence. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Tbe burgage-holds, which give the right of no- 
minating two members for this borough, have been 
the property of the Aislabie family, of Studley 
Castle for one hundred and twenty years. The 
late Mrs. Allanson, who was the heiress of that 
family, always named them: upon her decease, the 
late William Lawrence, esq., of Kerby Fletch-ham, 
became the proprietor, from whom they descended 
to Miss Lawrence, the daughter of that gentleman. 



RICHMOND. 

Richmond, a borough, market-town, and pa- 
rish, in the north riding of York, is situated on 
the east side of a steep hill, by the side of the 
river Swale, which encompasses near half the town. 
It contains ^39 houses and 9,831 inhabitants, viz. 
1,9 IS males and 1,648 females, of whom 457 were 
returned as being employed in various trades. It 
has a good trade in yarn and stockings, and sea- 
men's woollen caps. The market on Saturdays is 
well supplied with provisions and cattle, and its 
fairs are the Saturday before Palm Sunday, first 
Saturday in July, and September 14. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough was made very early, as appears 
by a charter of John, eldest son of the Duke of 
Britain and lord thereof, without date ; wherein 
he grants to the burgesses of Richmond the burgh, 
with tbe rents of assize, &c., which charter was 
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confirmed by King Edward III. : Queen Elizabeth 
afterwards incorporated it in the 19th year of her 
reign ; and in the 37th year called upon it to send 
burgesses to Parliamenft. Concerning its eleciiOM 
we meet with the following memoirs. 

Petitions^ &c. Jan. 9) I66I. Upon reading 
the petitioi>of John Wandesford, esq., a certtficsfle 
also being produced tonchrng Dr. Crsddock's 
being in holy orders, 

Ordered, That the matter upon the said petu 
tion and certificate be referred to the Committee 
of Privileges, to take the same into consideration, 
and to examine whether Sir Joseph Craddock be 
in holy orders, and so disabled to sit as a member 
of this House, aod make report of it to this House. 
Jan. 17. Sergeant Chmrfeton reported, That it 
appeared to them that Doctor Cr9dfioek was is 
holy orders, and that Mr. Wancksford bad the lAi- 
jority of voices present at the election ; at9d the 
opinion of the committee that Doctor Craddock 
was incapable of being elected a burgess for the 
said borough ; and that Mr. Wandesford was duly 
elected, and ought to sit as a burgess for this bo- 
rough ; whereto the House agreed. 

Not. 7i 1705. A petition of James D'Arcy, 
esq., setting forth, that the petitioner being one of 
the candidates at the election of burgesses to serve 
in this present Parliament for this borough, had 
the majority of legal votes ; but several legal votes 
who offered to poll for the petitioner being refused, 
and others illegal admitted against him, and by 
splitting of votes, and houses, and lands, to tiiul- 
tiply votes; and by Lord Wharton's meddling 
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with the election, the other candidates, by bribery 
and other corrupt practices, viz. Wharton Dunch 
and Thomas York, esqrs., had the majority upon 
the poll, and were accordingly returned in pre- 
judice of the petitioner. 

— 21. Withdrawn. 

March 4, 1713* A petition of Marmaduke Wy« 
viUtesq.tComplainingof an undue return of Thomas 
York and Henry Mordaunt, esqrs.^ by partiality 
of Mr. Nichoils, the mayor and returnii^ officer, 
and by notorious bribery by themselves and their 
agents, itc. — No report. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, 12 aldermen, and 
24 common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

March 9* 1727* Is in such persons as are 
Owners of Ancient Burgages in the said borough, 
having a right of pasture in a common field called 
Whitecliffe Pasture. 

Number op voters — ^about 270, of which 
Lord Dundas possesses a. complete majority. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Proprietor — Lord Dundas. 

POLITICAL character. 

The number of houses in this borough is about 
550 : but the right of voting being in the burgage^ 
holders, Lord Dundas possesses the majority, and 
nominates the members. Mr. York, whose an« 
cestors represented this place from the time of the 
Restoration till the year 1762, retains about SO of 
these parchment votes, but they are no longer of 
any interest. 
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HEDON, OR HEYDON. 

Hedon, or Heydon, is g borough, market- 
town, and parish, in Holderness, east riding of 
York, containing 13^ houses, and 599 inhabitants. 
Its market is on Saturday, and its fairs 13th March, 
14th September, 17th November, and 6th Decem- 
ber, besides every fortnight from Shrove Monday 
to Midsummer. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough having first sent members to Par- 
liament in the 9Sd Edward I., ceased sending till 
1 Edward VI., from which time it has returned. 
We do not find any memoirs of its elections until 
very lately, of which are these — 

Petitions, &c. A petition of William Wick- 
ham, esq., stating, that William Pultney and Hugh 
Chohnley, esqrs., and the petitioner, were candi- 
dates, and complaining of an undue return of Mr. 
Pultney, by bribery and indirect practices, &c. — 
No report. 

In 1745, there having been a vacancy on the 
death of George Berkley, esq., Luke Robinson, 
esq., petitioned against the return of Samuel 
Gumley, esq. ; he withdrew his petition, but was 
afterwards voted duly elected, and Mr. Gumley 
not duly elected.— Feb. 3, 1746. 

In December, 17S3, Christopher Atkinson, 
esq., a merchant in London, was expelled the 
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House for perjury : he was returned in 1796, and 
took the name of Saville in 1798. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, and 
nine aldermen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

Is in the burgesses of the said borough, whose 
privileges are gained either by descent, by serving 
seven years to a freeman residing only in the bo- 
rough, or by an honorary gift, at the discretion of 
the chief officers for the time being, which latter 
power is seldom exercised, on account of the jea- 
lousy and opposition of the common burgesses. 

Number of voters — was in 1775 about 175; 
deducting from which 30 revenue officers, who 
were disfranchised, the number hardly exceeded 
140, at present they are upward of 200. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — Mr. Iveson, an attorney of this bo- 
rough. 

political character. 

In this borough almost every burgess thinks it 
incumbent on him to lay the candidates under as 
severe a contribution as possible. Ribband-bills 
will amount to 100/. each. The candidates' agents 
will lend the burgesses money, which is never re- 
turned. The families of several burgesses have 
almost lived by their exactions, and yet their idle- 
ness has ruined them. Voters have been known 
to ask 100/., and 80/. has been bid for a single 
vote* The nominal price of a vote is 90/., that is* 
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90/. is expected by each voter, in case there is 
no opposition. Where such enormities prevail, 
inferior vices will necessarily flourish. 

Actions were brought against P. E. Mestaer, 
esq., for bribery committed at the Heydon election 
in 1803, when the principal evidence against him 
J was his colleague, Christopher Savile, esq., for- 
merly Atkinsauj who had been a joint candidate 
with him upon that occasion. 

At the above election the numbers polled were 
as follow : — George Johnstone, esq., 1 15 — Chris- 
topher Savile, esq., 108 — P. £• Mestaer, esq., 8S~- 
■ Jackson, esq., 77. 

Mr. Johnstone and Mr. Jackson stood on the 
interest of Mr. iveson the attorney, and Mr. Savile 
and Mr. Mestaer were in conjunction opposed to 
that interest. 



PONTEFRACT, oa POMFRET. 

PoNTKFRACT, OT PoMFRET, is a borough and 
market-town in Osgoldcross wapentake, west 
riding of York, containing 700 houses, and 3,144 
inhabitants, viz. 1,417 males, and 1,797 females, 
of whom 446 were returned as being employed in 
various trades and manufactures, and 904 in agri- 
culture. The market is on Saturday, plentifully 
supplied with all kinds of provisions, cloth, and 
hardware. Fairs, on the Saturday before Palm 
Sunday, and the Saturday after St. Andrew's Day, 
both for cattle ; there are also small fairs for cattle 
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every fortDight, on the Saturday after those at 

York. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Tills borough returned bui^esses to Parliament 
in the S3d and 96th of Edward I., after wbick it 
intermitted, by reason of its poverty, until the 
year 1691, when it was restored by King James I., 
who so imprivikged and incofporated it, €mn0 
regni 19, of which and the subsequent memoirs 
we find in the Journals as follow. 

Petitions, &c. Sir George Moor reported 
from the Committee of Privileges, that it sent 
burgesses ; that by reason of the Barons' wars it 
grew poor; that 10th and 11th Henry VL are- 
turn madet they would not send burgesses, by rea- 
son of their poverty ; that 4 Jac. the king granted 
them all their former liberties and customs, not- 
withstanding tbcy had been forfeited or lost ; that 
the committee thinketh it to stand, both with law 
and justice^ that a writ should go for a choice of 
burgesses. 

Upon questions Pomfret to send burgesses ; and 
a writ ordered. 

April 1, 16S4. Sir Thomas Wen twortb peti* p^ekweiu 
tioned, complaining of an undue return of Sir John ^•"•p-"** 
Jackson, by partiality of the mayor, and other il- 
legal proceedings* The sheriff annexed two in- 
dentures to the writ, one of a return of Sir John 
Jackson by the mayor» aldermen, and burgesses ; 
another of a return of Sir Richard Beaumont by 
x)ther aldermen and burgesses. The election was 
determined to be void. 
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May S8, 1694. Resolved : '' That the right of 
election ought to be by the iohabitants, house- 
holders, resiant there." 
• Joam. In 1660, there was a treble return, and the 
^' committee, on the I6th of May, reported, that 

Sl^rjTw! ^^^ George Saviie, bart., and William Lottrther, 
esq., had the greatest number of voices, and ought 
to sit, and the House resolved that they were duly 
elected. 
Jounu Nov. 99» 1693- A petition was presented to 

the House against the return of Sir John Bland, 
which was referred to a committee, but with- 
drawn on the 13th of February. 
isJoufiu Dec. 16, 1698. Robert Moncton, esq., peti- 
^' ' tioned against thie return of John Bright, esq., 
P.1S0. Jan. 17» 1699 ; the right of election was agreed to 
be in such persons as have an inheritance, or 
freehold of burgage tenure, within the said bo- 
rough. 
18 Joam; F^b. 14, 1699-1700. Another petition waspre- 
P-*^'***-sented by Mr. Moncton against Mr. Bright, who 
had been returned again on a new election, the 
former having been set aside in the House. Before 
|;his petition came to be tried, the Parliament was 
dissolved Dec. 19, 1700. 

March 82, 1715. John Dawney and Robert 
Frank, esqrs.^ who sat in the preceding Parliament, 
were, on the petitions of Sir William Lowther, 
hart., and Hugh Bethel, esq., declared not duly 
elected. 

In 1768, Henry Strachey, esq., and several of 
the burgesses, petitioned against the return of Wil- 
liam, Viscount Galway and Sir Rowland Winn, 
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ban. The House resolved, Nov. S4, that it was 
a void election. William, Viscount Galway, 
having been re-elected with Henry Strachey, esq., 
Sir Rowland Winn, bart., and Edward Winn, esq., 
petitioned; when the House resolved, Feb. 6, 
1770f that the freeholders of burgage tenure only 
were the voters, and that the sitting members 
were duly elected. 

The right of election in this borough has been 
contested upon every vacancy that has happened 
since the passing of the Grenville Act. Theques* 
tion has been, whether that right was in the inha- 
bitants householders, resiants here, or in burgage- 
tenures, the number of which is about 330 ; 190 
belonging to Lord Viscount Galway ; to Sir Row- 
land Winn, hart., 90; to Mr. Walsh, 43; add about 
100 to individuals. 

The first investigation of these claims was on 
the petition of the Right Hon. Charles James Fox 
and James Hare, esq., who were candidates on the 
suffrages of the inhabitants, in the general election 
of 1774', against Sir John Goodricke, bart., and 
Charles Mellish, esq., who were returned on the 
votes of the burgage-holders. The committee, 
which was appointed on the S8th of February, 
1775, determined, on the 3d of March following, 
that the right was in the burgage-holders, and that 
the sitting members were duly elected. 

The second contest was in 1783, when John 
Smyth, esq., petitioned, on the votes of the inha- 
bitants, against Nathaniel Smith, esq., who had 
been returned by the burgage-holders. This com- 
mittee determined, on the 11th of April, 1783^ 
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wntrary to the former one, that the right was in 
tke iababitaDts. 

The same point was again contested at the ge- 
neral election in 1784, when the Hon. William 
Cockayne, and John Walsh, esq., were petitioners, 
on the right of the burgage- holders, and John 
Smyth, esq., and William Soutberon, esq., were 
sitting members, on the election of the inhabit- 
ants; when it was determined, on the 11th of 
f une following to be in the inhabitants, and that 
the sitting members were duly elected. 

At the general election in 1790, this point was 
again contested ; when John Anstnither, esq., and 
Charles Mellish, esq., were petitioners, on the 
claim of the burgage-holders ; and John Smith, 
esq., and William Southeron, esq., were sitting 
members on the opposite interest ; when the com- 
mittee determined, for the third time, that the 
right was in the inhabitants. An appeal ^m this 
decision has been made to the House of Commons, 
when the right of election was finally resolved to 
be in the inhabitants resiants. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, and 13 aldermen, 
who are all justices of the peace. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May 98, 16S4. There being no charter or pre- 
scription for choice, the election is to be made by 
the inhabitants (householders) resiants there. 

Jan. 17. Agreed, " That the right of election 
is in such persons as have an inheritance, or 
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freehold of burgage-teoure, within the saifl bo- 
rough." 

March 22, 1715. Agreed, " That Pontefract 
was a borough by prescription ; and that the right 
of election is in persons having a freehold of bur- 
gage-tenure, paying a burgage-rent." 

Feb. 6, 1770. Is in persons having, within the 
said borough, a freehold of burgage tenure, paying 
a burgage-rent.'' 

March 9, 1791. Resolved : ** That the right of 
election for the borough of Pontefract is in the In- 
habitants householders resiants. 

Feb. 1793. The above resolution confirmed 
upon au appeal. 

Number of toters — 650. 

Returning OFFICER — the Mayor. 

Patron — Earl of Harewood, one member. 

POLITICAL character. 

This borough has been remarkable for the many 
contrary decisions of committees respecting the 
right of election, as detailed in the Representative 
History. This has three times been determined 
to be in the burgage-holders, and as often resolved 
to be in the inhabitant-resiants. The same con- 
tradiction appears in the history of Saltash and 
Steyning during the present reign ; and within the 
two last centuries to have occurred in many other 
boroughs ; but it is worthy of notice that this is a 
solitary instance of the ancient right of ^^ inhabit- 
ants householders resiants'^ being recovered. All 
others have been limited to corporations, burgage- 
holders, freeholders, freemen obtaining the priyi- 
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lege by birth or apprenticeship, or by paying to 
church and poor. Now as apprentices were not 
known till the reign of Elizabeth, and as the poor 
rate was never enacted till the 43d year of that 
queen, we are at a loss to conceive how such qua- 
lifications can give an exclusive pretension to a 
right which had a pre-existence of so many hun- 
dred years, and which was inherent in all who 
chose to exercise it, as appears by the statute of 
the 8th of Henry Y I. ^^ That all who came^ claimed 
an equal right with the moH wealthy knights and 
esquires^ This ancient right appears to have 
been lost sight of in the quibbling about splitting 
a burgage-hold, or the form of admitting an ap- 
prentice to his freedom. The dispute between 
persons paying scot and lot, and those who ought 
to pay y has caused the same litigation and ^ex- 
pense, as will be seen in the Seaford case and 
many others, while the right of election, which 
constitutionally extends to every householder in 
the kingdom, is broad and uniform, and admits of 
neither dispute, litigation, nor expense, if they 
are registered and polled in one day in their re- 
spective hundreds or districts where they reside. 

The Earl of Harewood has purchased the pro-r 
perty, which belonged to Lord Galway, in this 
town ; and, by the influence he has thereby ac- 
quired, procured the return of one of his sons at 
the last general election ; the numbers on the poll 
being — 

For R. P. Milnes, esq. 431 — Hon. H. La- 
scelles 336 — Lord PoUington 311— •... Hodg- 
son, esq. 175. 
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Mr. Lascelles being also returned for York- 
shire, made his election for that county, when 
Lord Viscount Pollington was chosen in opposi* 
sition to Lord Harewood's interest. 

This town owes the recovery of its ancient 
elective right to the late Right Hon. John Smyth, 
of Heath, in this county, who represented it in 
seven successive Parliaments. 



ALDBOROUGH. 

Aldborough, a borough in the wapentake of 
Claro, west riding of York, contains 110 houses 
and 445 inhabitants. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This place never sent members to Parliament 
till the last year of Philip and Mary, 1558 ; nor 
do we meet with any memoirs of the right, or con- 
cerning the election till 1673. 

Petitions, &c, Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of 
James Long, esq., complaining of the practice and 
undue carriage of John Ramsden, esq., late high- 
sheriff of the county of York, in making a double 
return for this borough of Sir John Rereby and 
Robert Benson, esq., who are neither of them duly 
elected, in wrong of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected by the majority of such persons as have 
right of election, and his indenture by them signed 
and sealed, and delivered unto the said high-sherifi\ 
who did promise, and ought to have returned the 
same. * 

PART II. VOL. III. Y 
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Jan. S3. Ordered the merits and the return to 
be heard together. 

The House after this sat until the S4th of Fe- 
bruary, when the session ended, and they met 
again on the 10th of November following, but sat 
only one day, when they were prorogued on the 
13th day of April following. 

April 17, 1675. A petition of Robert Benson, 
esq. 

34. Report by Sir Thomas Meeres on the 

matter of the return and the state of the evidence 
thereupon, and two resolves which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the same at the 
clerk's table, where they were read and agreed to. 

Resolved: ^^ That Mr. Benson is not well re- 
turned." 

*^ That Sir John Reresby is well returned.'* 

Feb. 36, 1676. A petition of the burghers was 
read, and ordered to be referred. — No report. 

May 33, 1678. A petition on behalf of the 
burghers was read, and exceptions being taken 
thereto, it was withdrawn. 

30. A petition of several of the burghers 

of this borough, setting forth, that Sir John 
Reresby had procured himself to be returned, 
although he was not duly elected ; and excep- 
tion being taken to the said petition, that there 
was an affidavit upon the same paper, it was 
ordered that the affidavit be blotted out, and the 
petition referred to the Committee of Privileges 
to examine and report ; but the sessions ending on 
the 13th of July, it was not heard. 

Oct. 26. The said petition was again presented, 
and referred in like manner, but noC heard. 
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March 19i 1678. A petitionof Sir Godfipey Cop- 
ley, bart., complaining of an undue practice used 
by the high sheriff of the counly of York, in re- 
turning Sir John Reresby to serve in the present 
Parliament as burgess for this borough, in injury 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected. 

May 15, 1679. Report by Sir Thomas Meeres, 
that the committee had taken into consideration 
the matter, and it appeared to the committee that 
Sir John Reresby had about 19 of the inhabitants 
paying scot and lot, who voted for him in the said 
election ; and Sir Godfrey Copley had about 24 of 
the said inhabitants paying scot and lot, where- 
upon the committee resolved : 

^^ That all the inhabitants paying scot and lot 
have only right to vote, in electing members to 
serve in Parliament for the said borough." 

*' That Sir John Reresby is not duly elected/* 

** That Sir Godfrey Copley is duly elected.'* 

To which the House agreed. 

In the year I6S99 there was a double return of 
members for this borough ; by one indenture 
Henry Boyle and John Yandenbendic, esqrs., and 
by another. Sir Michael Wentworth and Christopher 
Tancred, esq., which were referred to the consi- 
deration of the committee. 

May 17. Mr. Grey reported, that the main 
question was, whether the right of election was 
in a select number of burgesses holding bur- 
gage tenure in the said borough, or in the inhabit- 
ants paying scot and lot: if in the select number, 
then Mr. Boyle and Mr. Yandenbendic were duly 
elected ; if in the inhabitants paying scot and lot, 

Y 2 
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then Sir Michael Wentwortb and Christopher 
Tancred were elected. 

For the former produced several returns, viz. 

14th Eliz. by a select number, but the record 
torn. 

1st Jac. by seven burgesses and boroughmen. 

91st Jac. by seven burgesses and boroughmen. 

3rd Car. by nine burgesses and boroughmen. 

15tb Car. same. 

ISth Car. II. per nine burgense$9 majorem paV'- 
tern burgenstum. 

95th Car. II. per 16 et mulios alios hurgenses. 

For the latter also were produced several re- 
turns. 

1st Car. II. burgesses and boroughmen, same 
year, another of the same. 

13th Car. II./>6r nine burgenses existent, majorem 
partem burgensium qui electioni Hit interfuerint. 

30th Car. II. per 90 et multos alios burgens. 
existem. maj. partem burgensium prasentium. 

That it was said three of the nine that claimed 
to be borough holders received alms, and others 
were very poor. 

That as to the merits of the return it was not 
much insisted on ; only it was said that seven of 
the nine boroughmen had joined in the choice of 
the bailiff, who returned Sir Michael Wentwortb 
and Mr. Tancred. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved : 1st. 
** That the right of electing burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for this borough is not only in tho^se- 
lect number of burgesses holding by burgage tenure 
in the said borough.'' 
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9nd. Resolved : ^< That the inhabitants of the 
said borough paying scot and lot have a right to 
vote for electing members of Parliament for the 
said borough/' 

Resolved : '* That Sir Michael Wentworth and 
Christopher Tancred, esq., are duly returned ;** 
all which resolutions were read a second time, and 
agreed to by the House. 

Nov. 97, 1696. A petition of several of the 
inhabitants of this borough against the return of 
Henry Fairfax, esq., for a breach of the Treating J]Jf^^^ 
Act. The petitioner alleged that he, •* contrary p- ^w. 
to the act made the last session, spent great sums p^^^]'^' 
of money in treating the electors.'* Dec. 91, Re- Luden» 
solved, nem. con. " That Henry Fairfax, esq., Igo/ioo^i. 
having, contrary to the late act of parliament, ex- n Joarn^ 
pended money in order to his election to serve in [j^w 
this present Parliament for the borough of Aldbo- p.9,im9. 
rough, in the county of York, since the vacancy 
thereof by the death of Sir Michael Wentworth, 
is disabled and incapacitated upon such election 
to serve as a burgess for the said borough/' Then 
followed the resolution of the election being void. 
The motion in the House, however, for a new 
writ, after this void election was repeatedly put 
off; so that none issued from Dec. 91, 1696, till 
Dec. 30, 1697 ; on which day a petition from the 
electors of Aldborough was presented to the 
House, asking pardon for their late offence, and 
praying to be received into the favour of the House, 
and to be allowed to go to a new election. Here- 
upon a new writ was ordered '' for the electing a 
burgess, &c. in the room of Sir Michael Went^ 
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worthy knight 9 deceased :'' the House taking no 
jDotice of the intermediate election of Fair&Xy 
which liad been declared void, supposing no va«- 
cancy to have heen occasioned by that declaration, 
on account of the nullity of the election so avoided. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition oS Cyril Artbing- 
ton^ esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Abstrupus Danby, by divers illegal practicea. 

A petition of Christopher Taocred, esq., com- 
plaining of an undue return and most notorious 
bribery and repeated menaces before, at, and since 
the election. 

Nov. 16, 1699. The petition of Mr. Taacred 
was refiew;ed. 

30. The petition of Mr. Artbington was also 
renewed, 

Jan. 16, Mr Arthington withdrew bis petition. 

Marcb 3, Sir Rowland Gwynn reported that Sir 
George Cook's election was not contested ; the 
poll was for Sir Abstrupus Danby 30, for the peti- 
tioner 10, but the petitioner insisted that the sit- 
ting member's votes were procured by bribery, to 
prove whicb, William Penrith said Sir Abstrupus 
Danby came to the borough, and sent for the bo- 
roughmen, and him amongst the rest, and told 
them, he had thought on a way to gratify the 
town, if they would chuse him Parliament man, 
that he would give two loads of coals to each bo- 
rough man, and sent tickets for the same; that he 
had a ticket from one of Sir Abstru pus's servants 
who told him they had been about to deliver 
tickets to others, and produced his ticket dated 
June 8, that tickets were given only to borough* 
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men, and to them without distinction; that it was 
noised about that this would be deemed bribery, 
whereupon two of Sir Abstrupus's servants da- 
sired his ticket again, but he refused ; that about 
a fortnight or. ten days before the election. Sir Ab« 
strupus treated the boroughmen at his house, and 
had his fire and candle, and Mr. Johnson paid him 
Si. 5s. for the same ; but owned he did not vote 
for Sir Abstrupus Danby. 

Jotm EUy, Thomas Rawlins, and others stated, 
the same as to the coals, &c., with additions; 
Rawlins also said about a fortnight before the 
election be met Sir Abstrupus Danby, who said, 
^' I suppose my man has given you five shillings^ 
and if you wiU vote for me I will give you five 
pounds/' Richard Smithson said about ten days 
before the election Sir Abstrupus Danby met him 
and told him he would make it twice as good aa 
the coals if he would give him his vote, he would 
give his daughter a George ; that Stocsaker, an 
attorney, the Sunday before the election, desired 
his vote for Sir Abstrupus Danby, and in that case 
he would bear all the charges of a lawsuit, whe- 
ther won or lost; and the said Stocsaker pretended 
to read a letter from his mother and brother-in- 
law, in which it was said if he would vote for Sir 
Abstrupus Danby it should be better than 100/. 
to him. 

William Penrith and Francis Barraby said Mr. 
Morris, vicar of this borough told them he had 
offered four burgesses whom he named, but differed 
in their evidence as to one of them, to Mr. Tan- 
cred, if the said Mr. Tancred would give him forty 
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pounds ; Morris telling Penrith that Mr. Tancred 
had put him to so much charge by a lawsuit ; but 
Mr. Tancred refused to accept the tenns> and went 
away angry with him. Mr. Barraby said Mr. 
Morris made the same proposal for Mr. ArthingtOD, 
who was also a candidate. 

Rawlins also said Mr. Womble came to him, 
. and desired his vote for Sir Abstrupus Danby, and 
told him it would be kindly taken by Lady Went- 
worth ; that he voted for Sir George Cook and 
Mr. Tancred, and had notice to quit his farm he 
held of Lady Wentworih, as had George Law- 
ton and William Painter, who held two farms 
under the said Lady Went worth ; but Rawlins 
could not say these notices were occasioned by their 
voting, only he believed it because he knew no 
other reason. On the other hand, Richard Scru- 
ton said Rawlins at the county election did swear 
he had forty shillings per annum, and that he, or 
his father never had any freehold. Two other 
witnesses said these two witnesses were men of 
bad reputation : upon which the committee re- 
solved : 

** That Sir Abstrupus Danby is duly elected ; 
to which the House agreed.** 

In J 71 3, Edward Worsley and William Jessop, 
esqrs., petitioned against the return of Joseph 
Dawney, esq., but the merits of this election not 
having been decided, Mr. Dawney sat all this Par- 
liament both for this borough and for that of Pon- 
tefract. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 
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RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May \6, 1679. *In all the Inhabitants paying 
scot and lot. 

May 17, 1690. Is not only in the select num. 
ber of burgesses holding by burgage tenure in the 
said borough, but in all the Inhabitants paying 
scot and lot. 

Number of voters — nominally 64, but actu- 
ally only one. '- • \ 

Returning officer — the Lords Bailiff. 

Proprietor — the Duke of Newcastle. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This parish which does not contain more than 
one hundred and ten houses, sends four members 
to Parliament, under the names of the boroughs 
of Aldborough and Boroughbridge. They do not, 
like Steyning and Bramber,' in Sussex, consist of 
one paltry street, or, like Weymouth and Mel- 
combe, in Dorsetshire, unite in chooslrig four 
members, but are separate and distinct boroughs, 
without arms or corporations, and almost destitute 
of every thing else but representatives. A bailiff* 
appointed at the court-leet of the lord of thie ma- 
nor, is the returning officer, and the right of elec- 
tion is in sixty -four housekeepers, paying scot and 
lot ; these houses are all the property of the Duke 
of Newcastle and Mr. Lawson, but as the latter 
has only a minority, the election interest "it 'Wholly 
in the Duke of Newcastle. '^ ''' - 
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BOROUGHBRIDGE. 

BoROUGHBRiDGE is a borough and market- 
town in the parish of Aldborougb, Claro wapen- 
take, west riding of York, containing 113 houses 
and 680 inhabitants. The town has a considera- 
ble trade in hardware, which is its chief support. 
Market on Saturday. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

* 

This borough was first summoned to send mem- 
bers to Parliament by Queen Mary, anno 1553. 

The memoirs relating to its elections we have 
met with are what follow. 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of 
the burgesses and boroughmen of this borough 
was presented to the Houscj complaining of an 
undue return of Sir Henry Goodrick. 

Also a petition of Sir James Long, bart., to the 
same effect, and to the injury of the petitioner. — 
No report. 

March 34, 1689. A petition of Sir Bryan Sta- 
pleton, bart., complaining of an undue return of 
Sir Christopher Vane, by Sir Christopher Wan- 
derford, bart., the high sheriff, directing the pre- 
cept to an illegal bailiff who suffered many to poll 
who had no right so to do, although the msgority of 
legal votes protested against the same. 

Oct. 6, 1690. The same petition renewed. 

Nov. 18. Mr. Grey reported that on behalf of 
the petitioner, it was proved that he had 37 voices, 
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which wai more than those who voted for Mr. 
Vane ; that for the sitting member, no poll was 
produced, but only the return. 

Upon which the committee resolved : " That 
Christopher Vane, esq., is not duly elected a bur- 
gess/' 

"That Sir Bryan Stapleton is duly elected; 
with which the House agreed.'* 

March 30, 171^. A petition of Sir Bryan Sta- 
pleton, bart., shewing that at the election for this 
borough, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Steel by threats, 
icc^ have procured themselves to be returqed for 
the said borough ; and that by tbe assistance of a 
noble earl, a peer of this kingdom, have much in* 
fluenced the said election ; and that Mr. Charles 
Wilkinson agent for the said earl, has been guilty of 
irregular practices for the sitting members, and in 
open court insulted and threatened the petitioiier's 
oou nsel ; and that the bailiff arbitrarily rejected 
votes for the petitioner, and admitted others for the 
sitting members, and other illegal practices were 
used by the bailiff; notwithstanding the petitioner 
was duly elected by a legal majority and ought to 
have been returned.— No report. 

Feb. 13, 1717. A petition of John StapletOB, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Wilired 
Lawson, bart., by indirect and corrupt practices, 
by himself and his agents, particularly Mr. Wil- 
liam Man, postmaster of the said borough, who 
took upon hiaiself illegally to act as a bailiff 
thereof, and returned Sir Wilfred Lawson without 
being duly chosen. 

A petition of several boroughmen of the said 
borough to a similar effect.— -No report. 
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CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

In the Burgage-holders. 

Number of yoters— noaiinally seventy-four, 
actually only two. 

Returning officer — the Bailiff. 
Proprietor — Duke of Newcastle. 

political character. 

The right of election here is not like the other 
part of the parish which sends two members to 
Parliament under the name of Aldborough ; Bo- 
roughbridge being only a chapelry to the former 
place ; the right of voting here is limited to the 
burgage- holders, but that is of very little conse- 
quence, as the Duke of Newcastle nominates the 
members for both boroughs. 

The late Rev. Andrew Wilkinson, of Sheffield, 
possessed part of the burgage- holds at this place, 
as well as some of the houses in Aldborough, and 
nominated one of the four members. He was 
succeeded in this borough property by his nephew 
Captain Lawson: since his death the Duke of 
Newcastle has returned the members for both 
places. 

THIRSK. 

Thirsk is a borough, market-town, and parish, 
in Birdforth wapentake, north riding of York ; 
containing 513 houses, and 9,092 inhabitants, of 
whom 499 were returned employed in trade and 
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manufactures, principally in coarse linens, sack- 
ing, &c. Market on Monday. Fairs, first Monday 
before Lent, 5th April, 5th August, 99th October, 
and first Tuesday after St. Andrew's Day for cattle, 
cheese, linens, pedlary, &c. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough having sent only S3d Edward L, 
made no other return till Edward the Vlth's last 
Parliament, when the sheriff of Yorkshire sum- 
moned Heydon and this borough to send members. 
We meet with no other memoirs until since the 
Restoration, when, in the Journals of the House 
of Commons, the following occur. 

Petitions, &c. May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner 
reports from the Committee of Privileges and Elec- 
tions, touching the double return for this borough, 
the opinion of the committee, ^< That William 
Stanley, esq., is returned by the proper officer, 
and ought to sit until the merits of the cause upon 
the double return be determined :** whereto the 
House agreed. 

March 92, 1679. Resolved : ** That the Com- 
mittee of Elections do, before the recess, proceed 
in the matter concerning the double return for this 
borough who are returned by the proper officer. 

Oct. SO, 1673. A motion being made on be- 
half of Sir William Wentworth, who was returned 
for this borough, informing the House, that by 
reason of a contest between him and Mr. Wharton 
touching the election, he had hitherto forborne to 
sit without the leave of the House, though he 
was returned by the proper officer. And the qlerk 
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males, and 9,977 females, of whom 531 were re- 
turned employed in various trades and manufac- 
tures. There are markets on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, and three principal ones for hogs, sheep, 
&c., on Wednesday before New Holy Rood, Wed- 
nesday after Christmas-day, and Wednesday before 
the 5th of April. 

REPRESENTATIYE HISTORY. 

This borough sent burgesses to all King Edward 
the Ist's Parlianients, made no other returns, 
though it received three summonses in Edward the 
lid's reign, till the 6th of Queen Elizabeth, who, 
-anno 1573^ incorporated it. There appear no con- 
tests upon the elections for this borough till the 
reign of King James II. ; of which, and those sub- 
sequent thereto, we meet with the following me- 
moirs. 

Petitions^ &c. — June 1, 1685. A petition 
of Sir John Hotham, bart., touching the election 
for this borough. 

Ordered : ^^ That it be referred to the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, to examine and report 
the matter, with their opinion. — Never heard. 

Feb. 14, 17S3. A petition of Eleker Bradshaw, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Charles 
Hotham, bart., stating that he and petitioner were 
candidates at the election for this borough on the 
31st of July last ; that said Sir Charles was not a 
burgess for the corporation of Beverley by the 
charter of the said corporation, as also the writ 
requiring a burgess so to be ; and that at the said 
election several threats, treats, and other unwar- 
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tdntable practices were made use of, for and on the 
behalf of the said Sir Charles Hotham, in order to 
procure him to be elected. 

Ordered : " That it be referred to the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, &c." — No report. 

In 1727-8, Elleker Bradshaw, esq., was declared Gicnbcnric, 

J , " v.iv.p.agi 

not duly elected. A very gross scene of corrup- 35 joum. 
tion, which took place at this election, gave riseP- " 
to the statute of 9 George II. It is impossible to 
collect any thing of the particular merits of this 
case from the entries relative to it in the Journals. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, recorder, 12 governors, or 
superior burgesses, and 13 inferior ones, whose 
jurisdiction is said to extend over a hundred 
neighbouring villages, besides several others in a 
large district called Holderness, between the Hum^ 
ber and the sea. The charter was granted by 
Queen Elizabeth. 

RIGHT OF ICLECTIdN 

Is in the Freemen of the town, who acquire this 
right by birth, servitude, or purchase. First, a 
freeman's son, if born within the liberties of the 
town of Beverley, but not otherwise, is intitled to 
his freedom when of the age of twenty-one years. 
2dly, An apprentice for seven years to a freeman 
residing within the liberties of the town of Bever- 
ley, but not otherwise, upon the expiration of that 
term, is admitted to his freedom on paying a fine 
of 4S shillings, ddly, Several persons are admitted 
to their freedom by purchase ; and there is a 

PART II. VOL. III. z 
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.standing order that a day-labourer shall not be 
made free under thirty guineas ; and that every 
other person shall pay proportionally, according 
to his circumstances, trade, or occupation, at the 
discretion of the body corporate : and a candidate 
to represent the borough, if not already free, may 
purchase bis freedom for fifty guineas. 

The corporation have refused to admit to his 
fireedom a capital tradesman of this town, although 
he offered them fifty pounds for it, neither would 
they fix any other sum. 

Number of voters — about 1400. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Beverley is considered as the capital of the east 
riding of Yorkshire. The quarter-sessions for this 
division of the county are always held in this 
town ; and here a court of record, called the Pro- 
vost's Court, is kept, in which all causes may be 
tried arising within the liberties of the town, except 
titles to land. The corporation is also said to have 
a power in criminal matters, though it is not at 
present exercised ; and here is an office for regis- 
tering of all wills and deeds which affect any lands 
in the east riding. 

Lord Yarborough had lately, a property in this 
borough which commanded about SCO votes, and 
generally returned one member; but his lordship 
growing tired of the expense, disposed of his 
houses, which were called the bar interest, and 
being purchased among a number of individuals, 
the borough became independent of patronage. 
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The ill effiecls of canvassing have long been 
conspicuous in this place ; many of the freemen 
have been known to receive money of the candi* 
dates, and they are always eager for a contest, 
without attending to the political opinions of the 
members they choose, which seems to indicate 
something very vague and unsubstantial in their 
ideas of freedom. They are afraid that if there is 
no opposition, the loaves and fishes, as well as the 
liquor they swim in, may escape from their pos- 
session. 

At the last general election, in IS 12, the num- 
bers at the final close of the poll were — 

For John Wharton, esq. 803 — Charles Forbes, 
esq. 731 — W. Beverley, esq. 592. 



NORTH-ALLERTON. 

North- Allerton, a borough and market-* 
town in Allertonshire wapentake, north riding of 
York, contains 467 houses, and 2,138 inhabitants. 
The town has a good weekly market on Wednes- 
day for corn, cattle, and provisions. The ancient 
name appears to have been Alverton. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough having sent anno 96 Edward L, 
intermitted, and made no other return till called 
upon anno 1640, by order of the House of Com« 
mons, to send members, as Malton was. 

Petitions, &c. June 9, l660. Mr. Prynn. 
reported a list of some persons who sat on the pre- 
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tended trial of the late king's majesty ; that Fran- 
cis Lascelles, esq., (member for this borough) sat 
on the 9Sd day of January. 

Resolved : *^ That Francis Lascelles, one of the 
judges who sat at the trial of the late king's majesty, 
be discharged from being a member of this House. 

Dec. 20, 1705. A petition of Thomas Harrison, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Roger 
' Gale, esq., by bribery and other corrupt practices. 
— No report. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Burgage-holders. 

Number of voters — nominally about 200, 
but actually only two. 

Returning officer — the Bishop of Dur- 
ham's Bailiff, who is lord of the manor. 

Proprietors — Earl of Harewood and Henrj^ 
Peirse, esq. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The right of voting is annexed to the scite of 
the greater part of the houses adjoining to, and 
fronting the street ; few or none of the back tene- 
ments are considered as part of the burgage- tenures, 
or consequently entitled to votes. Some of those 
tenures now subsist in the form of stables, or cow- 
houses, in which the appearance of one or more 
chimney is usually preserved as a memorial of 
their right ; others are let out to poor persons, at 
a small annual rent, on the condition of their 
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keeping them in repair ; and many are totally 
ruinous and uninhabited. The vote is in some 
instances separated from the house, l>y the practice 
of granting a lease of the latter for the term of nine 
hundred and ninety-nine years, sul>ject to an an- 
nual pepper-corn rent: in either case, of the vote 
being reserved or sold with the house, it is consi- 
dered as one hundred pounds in the purchase. We 
are informed that the right of voting in the borough 
has been invariably annexed to the ancient and 
established burgage- tenures, and never, as \xi some 
others, enlarged to the householders in general. A 
majority of these houses are known to be the pro- 
pertyof Henry Pierse,esq.,brother-in. law tothelate 
Lord Monson and Lord Harewood,or their families. 
The number advertised to be sold some time ago, 
as the property of one gentleman, was thought to 
be fifteen. The remainder is divided singly, or in 
small shares, among various proprietors. Previous 
to an election, in case an opposition is expected, 
the assignments of the several tenures are prepared 
for such persons as the respective proprietors caa 
confide in; but they are not executed unless called 
for, nor even then usually entrusted to the custody 
of the voters. 



MALTON. 

Malton, a borough, market-town, and parish, 
in Rydall wapentake, north riding of York, con- 
taining 600 houses, and 3,047 inhabitants, viz. 
1,458 males, and 1,589 females, of whom 3,093 
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were returned employed in various trades and ma- 
nufactures, and 447 in agriculture. The market is 
on Tuesday and Saturday ; the latter has a good 
supply of horses and black cattle. Fairs, Sa- 
turday before Palm Sunday and Whit Sunday, and 
the 1 0th and 1 1th of October. 

R£PR£6£KXATIV£ HISTORY. 

This borough having made two returnSj viz. 33 
and 26 Edward I., was restored to send members 
again to Parliament anno 1640, by order of the 
House of Comnoons ; of which, and memoirs re- 
lating to its election, we have met with these— 

Petitions, &c. Dec. 18, 166 1. Sergeant 
Charleton made report from the Committee of 
Privileges and Elections, touching the election of 
this borough ; that they had proceeded in the ex- 
emination thereof upon the petition of Sir Tho- 
mas Gower against the return made for Mr. Thomas 
Danby ; and that Sir Thomas Gower had the ma- 
jority of voices ; find the opinion of the committee 
that the said Sir Thomas Gower was duly elected, 
and ought to sit : whereto the House agreed. 

March 3, 1672. A petition of James H«ble- 
thwaite, esq., complaining of an undue return of 
William Leveson, alias Gower, esq. ; and a cross- 
petition of William Leveson, alias Gower, esq., 
makinur the like complaint of the undue return of 
Mr. HeMethwaite. 

25. Ordered : " That the committee do, 

before the n^cess, proceed in the matter concerning 
the double return for this borough who are re- 
turned by the proper officers. 
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No report appears to be made on the resolution. 

Oct. 27t 1675. A petition of William Leveson 
Gower. 

A petition of the inhabitants of this town. 

Feb. 96, 1676. A petition of William Leveson 
Gower. 

March 1 9. Mr. Leveson Gower did this day 
disclaim and renounce his election and return for 
this borough : which was agreed to by the House. 

March 18, 1677. Sir Thomas Meres reported 
the case of this election for this borough, and tlie 
resolution of the committee — 

" That Mr. Heblethwaite is duly elected:** 
whereto the House agreed. 

Ordered : " That the clerk of the crown do at- 
tend with the return for this borough, and take off 
the indenture of Mr. Leveson Gower, and amend 
the return. 

May 33, 1685. A petition of William Palmes, 
esq., complaining of an undue return and election 
of Mr. Fairfax and Mr. Worsley as burgesses for 
this borough, in injury of the petitioner, who was 
duly elected, and ought tp be returned. 

June 3. A petition of the bailiff, burgesses, 
and inhabitants of Malton, touching the election 
for the said borough. — No report. 

Nov. 23, 17O8. The House proceeded upon 
double returns; and the return for this borough 
being read, and also the petition of Thomas Wor- 
sley and Thomas Harrison, esq., shewing that the 
election of members to serve in this present Par- 
liament for this borough, the petitioners, and Wil- 
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liam Palmes and William Strickland, esq., were 
candidates, and the petitioners were duly elected, 
and returned by the proper officer, William Bar- 
ton, bailiff of the said borough, to whom the pre- 
cept was directed, and duly delivered ; but Mr. 
Palmes and Mr. Strickland persuaded one Natha- 
niel Harrison to act as borough bailiff, who, with- 
out any precept, proceeded to a separate poll, and 
polled many illegal votes^ and procured them to 
sign an indenture, and prevailed with the sheriff 
to annex the same indenture to his return, to the 
petitioners' prejudice. 

And the petition of William Palmes and William 
Strickland, esqrs., was also read, shewing that the 
petitioners were duly elected, and returned by Na- 
thaniel Harrison, gent., bailiff of the said borough; 
yet one William Barton, (a busy attorney in the 
said town,) by illegal practices with one Daniel 
Copley, seal keeper to the high-sheriff and others, 
procured to himself the custody of the precept for 
election, and refused to deliver it to the proper 
officer, though often demanded, but took upon 
himself to affix it to an indenture by him prepared 
on behalf of Thomas Worsley and Thomas Har- 
rison, esqrs., (who were candidates at the said 
election, and had a jnuch less number of voters 
than the petitioners,) and carried it to the said 
Copley; and the said bailiff Harrison sent his 
indenture to the high-sheriff, who, upon exi- 
amination of the matter, affixed it to the writ ; 
but the other indenture being likewise affixed 
thereto made it a double return, whereby the pe- 
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titioners are debarred firom sitting in the House till 
the merits of the said return are first determined 

Dec. 14. The House further proceeded, accord- 
ing to order, to hear the merits of the double return 
for this borough ; and the counsel on both sides 
being called in, the petitions were read, and several 
witnesses on both sides examined, and counsel 
heard. 

Resolved, nem. co7i.^ *' That William Palmes 
and William Strickland, esqrs., are duly elected ; 
and ordered that the other return be taken off the 
file. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Sir William 
Strickland, bart., shewing, that at the last election 
for this borough the petitioner was one of the 
candidates, and had a majority of legal votes ; but 
by the corruption of Thomas Wentworth, sen., 
esq., and the arbitrary proceedings of William 
Barton, bailiff of the said borough, by admitting 
several persons who had no right, and took upon 
himself to make a false return, to the prejudice of 
the petitioner. 

A petition of the burgesses electors for this 
borough, complaining that several persons were 
polled who did not pay scot and lot ; and others 
living without the borough, pretending to be free- 
holders within the said borough, were allowed to 
poll ; all which proceedings were prejudicial to the 
privileges of the said borough. 

March 21. The House being informed that 
the Hon. Thomas Wentworth, a member of this 
House, whose election for this borough is peti- 
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tioned against by Sir William Strickland, bart., 
' and by several burgesses for the said borough, and 

I also a material witness tor the said Mr. Wentwortb, 

' are very ill, and not able to attend the bearing on 

Monday next as appointed, ordered, ** That said 

committee do hear the matter of said petitions on 

93rd of April next. 

May U, 1716. Petitions withdrawn. 

1807. Bryan Cooke, esq., petitioned against 

the return of Lord Headley-^Mr. Cooke declared 

duly elected. 






CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Burgage^holders. 
Number of voters-— 400. 
Returning officer — the Bailiff. 
PaopRiETOR-^Earl Fitzwilliam . 

« 

political character. 

New Matton is a town and borough, comprising 

600 houses. Old Malton is separated by the Der- 

went, and contains 150 houses, but is not within 

the limits of the borough. 

This borough is the property of Earl Fitz wiliiain, 

who keeps an agent here, and nominates the mem- 

* bers. 

An opposition was made to his lordship's inter- 
est at the general election in 1807 by Lord Head- 
ley, who procured a return, but soon afterwards 
lost his seat, upon the petition of Bryan Cooke, 
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esq., of Ouston, in this county, who was the can- 
didate upon Lord Fitz William's interest. 

There has been no decision on the right of voting 
for this borough ; but it is exercised by the bur- 
gage-holders, a great majority of which belong to 
Earl Fitzwilliam, who also appoints the returning 
officer at his court-leet. 

Malton has three churches, but they are only 
reputed chapels of ease to Old Malton. 
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CINQUE-POIiTS 



The name of Cinque-Ports is derived from 
Quinque Portuus, five havens opposite to France, 
thus called by way of eminence, on account of 
their superior importance. Our kings have 
thought them worthy of a peculiar regard ; and, 
in order to secure them against invasions, have 
granted them a particular form of government. 
They are under a keeper, who has the title of 
Lord Warden of the Cinque-Ports (an officer first 
appointed by William the Conqueror,) who has 
the authority of an admiral among them, and 
issues out writs in his own name. 

The privileges anciently annexed to these ports 
and their dependants, were, 

I. an exemption from all taxes and tolls. II. A 
power to oblige all that lived in their jurisdiction 
to plead in their courts, and to punish offenders 
in their own bounds ; as also murderers, and fugi- 
tives from justice. IIL A power to punish fo- 
reigners, as well as natives^ for theft ; to have a 
pillory, and tumbrel or ducking-stool.* IV. A 



* A machine fbrmerly used for the pnnishraent of scoldf and 
brawling women ; as also for brewers and bakeiSj who trana- 
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power to raise mounds or banks in any man's land 
against breaches of the sea. V. To appropriate to 
their own use all lost goods, and wandering cattle, 
if not claimed within a year and a day. VI. To 
:> have commons, and to be at liberty to cut dowo 

the trees growing upon them. V^ll. To convert 
to their own use such goods as they found floating 
L-. on the sea ; those thrown out of ships in a storm; 

r^ and those driven ashore when no wreck or ship 

- was to be seen. Vlll. To be a guild or fraternity, 

and to be allowed the franchises of court-leet and 
baron. IX. A power to assemble and keep a port- 
mote, or Parliament for the Cinque-Ports ; to pu- 
nish all infringers of their privileges; make bye 
laws, and hear alt appeals from the inferior courts. 
X. Their barons to have the privilege of support- 
ing the canopy over the King's bead at his coro- 
nation. 

^ In return for these privileges, the Cinque-Ports 
were required to fit out fifty-seven ships, each 
manned with twenty-one men and a boy, with 
which they were to attend the king's service, for 
fifteen days, at their own expense; but if the 
state of affairs required their assistance any longer, 
tl\ey were to be paid by the crown. 

It is certain that the Cinque- Ports were, at « 
very remote period, endowed, by Royal grant, 
with divers very valuable privileges and immuni- 
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{pressed the laws, and were, in such chair or f^tool, to be immersed 
in some muddy or stinking' pond. What pity such a machine 
Kti^^uld b^ out of iis# in tkt^ days, when so uiaoy worthy wights 
daily aspire to the honour ! 
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ties, ms a compensation and remuneration for the 
shipping which they engaged to supply the sove- 
reign with, whenever he should require it of them, 
and for other public services which they were 
bound to the performance of. 

As the exact time at which they were enfran- 
chised has never been, with any certainty, dis- 
covered, they are held to enjoy all their earliest 
liberties and privileges, as time out ofmindj by 
prescription. These were confirmed to the inha- 
bitants of the Cinque-Ports, and their members, 
by Magna Charta, wherein they are stiled the 
barons of the Cinque-Ports; and again by a general 
charter of Edward I. which, by inspeximtiSj re- 
ceived confirmation, and sometimes additions, 
from most of the Kings and Queens of this realm, 
till the time of Charles II. whose general charter 
is the last. 

As the term baron occurs continually through- 
out all the charter ports, it may not be improper 
to inform our readers, that it is of the same import 
as burgess or freeman. From the mode in which 
it is used, there is great reason to think, that every 
• inhabitant of the ports, contributing to their com- 
mon expenses, and other services, was a baron, 
that is, a freeman. In some of the oldest bo- 
roughs in the kingdom, wherein the lands were 
holden in ancient demesne, every inhabitant, who 
paid a rent to the crown, was entitled to the elec- 
tive franchise : by analogy it should seem proba- 
ble, that the same rights formerly prevailed in the 
ports, as to those inhabitants who were assessed 
to the exigencies of the public. There are many 
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Other circumstances which give great strength to 
- this supposition, which will be hereafter touched 

fl upon. 

The representatives of the ports in Parliament 
are, to this day, stiled barons, because they were 
formerly, as they still ought to be, chosen from 
amongst the inhabitants at large. The modern 
practice, hotirever, is widely different ; the no- 
minee of the treasury is, in most of the ports, the 
person who is returned, as a mere matter of course; 
scarcely any one of the sixteen members of the 
Cinque-Ports having the smallest connexion with, 
or being personally known in the town which be 
represents, the only necessary introduction being 
1 the treasury warrant. Lord Coke informs us, 

I that the privileged ports were at first but three; 

j for, at the making of Doomsday Book, which was 

I in the 14th year of the Conqueror, there are but 

{ three made mention of, viz. Dover, Sandwich, 

and Romney ; it is certain that these three were 
enfranchised together by Edward the Confessor ; 
and on consideration of certain services to be per- 
Y formed by their shipping at sea, and for some 

other considerations, were exonerated from such 
contributions and burthens, as other towns were 
usually charged with. 

The ports of Hastings and Hythe were added 
by the Conqueror, and endowed with equal pri- 
vileges and immunities. The number being now 
j increased to five, they were ever after called the 

Cinque- Ports ; which appellation, being clearly 
of Norman, and not of Saxon original, is a strong 
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presutnptive proof that they had not attained to 
this number before the Conquest; however, this 
is a point that has been much controverted. 

The ancient towns of Winchelsea and Rye 
(as they are particularly called) were annexed be- 
fore the time of King John, and were denominated 
nobiliora membra Quinque Poriuum ; notwith- 
standing which increase, the Cinque-Ports still 
retained their original appellation. 

These sister towns of Rye and Winchelsea, are, 
in most books which treat on this subject, si>p- 
posed to be members of Hastings ; but this cer- 
tainly is an error, and well accounted for by Jeake, 
in his history of the charters of the ports, which 
abounds with an infinity of valuable information 
on this subject. 

From the time they were first added, they have 
been considered and treated as original ports,* and 
as of equal rank and consequence. 

Everyone of theCinque-Ports and ancient towns 
have some of the adjacent places belonging to, 
and incorporated with them, and, in a degree, 
subject to their control and jurisdiction. They 
are called limbs or members, and assist their mo- 
ther towns in raising the sums of money at which 
they are assessed for the public services, and in 
providing the quota of shipping. 

Seaford, which is a member of Hastings, is the 
only one of that description which has the privi- 
lege of sending representatives to Parliament. In 
return for the very ample privileges and immuni- 
ties with which the ports were gifted, the services 
done by them to the nation were originally great 
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and important ; as little leas than the whole naval 
force of the kingdom was supplied by them in the 
time of emergency. Although their utility to the 
public has long since been wholly at an end: to the 
minister, for the time being, they are still of the 
utmost consequence; for to these towns he may 
look, with almost absolute certainty, for a constant 
supply of a band of sixteen members, in the high- 
est state of discipline and obedience. 

The chief officer of the ports, according to Lord 
Coke's second Institute, is called the Warden or 
Keeper of the Cinque-Forts, who is also admiral 
thereof, and, among them, hath the jurisdiction 
of the admiralty, which is wholly exempt from the 
admiralty of £ngland. This warden, says that great 
judge, ought ever to be a man of great fidelity, 
wisdom, courage, and experience; for that he 
hatb the charge of the principal gates of the king* 
dom ; he is also constable of Dover Castle; 
which post, formerly considered of so much ho- 
nour and consequences, is now converted into i 
patent sinecure place, for life, with a salary of 
4,000/. a year, from the civil list annexed, which, 
with the old and customary fees and perquisites, 
renders it, communibus annU^ equal to about 
6,000/. and is one of those good things, which 
that virtuous minister Lord North secured for 
himself while in power, thinking himself, no doubt, 
well intitled to it at the hands of the public, for 
the services he had rendered this nation in Ame* 
rica, and elsewhere. 

Independent of the above sinecure, there is still 
appertaining to this office a very considerable and 
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valuable patronage, though certainly inferior to 
what it formerly was, particularly with respect to 
Parliamentary influence. 

Such was formerly the corruption, venality, and 
profligacy of the Cinque- Ports, and such the arro- 
gance of the Lord Wardens, that these ofiicers 
actually assumed to themselves the power and 
right of nominating, as a matter of course, one of 
(and occasionally both) of the representatives of . 
each borough town of the ports. This usurpation 
was quietly submitted to till the time of the revo- 
lution ; the year after which great event, a death 
wound was given to this infamous practice, by 
the passing an act, intitled, 
An Act to declare the Right and Freedom of 

Election of Members to serve in Parliament for 

the ClNQUE-PoRTS. 

** Whereas the election of members to serte in 
Parliament ought to be free ; and whereas the 
late lord wardens of the Cinque-Ports has pre- 
tended unto, and claimed as of right, a power of 
nominating and recommending to each of the said 
Cinque-Ports, the two ancient towns, and their 
respective members, one person, whom they ought 
to elect to serve as a baron or member of Parlia- 
ment for such respective port, ancient town, or 
member, contrary to the ancient usage, right, 
and freedom of elections. 

^^ Be it therefore declared and enacted, by the 
King's and Queen's most excellent majesties, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords spi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
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same, That all such nominations or rccommenda-- 
tions were and are contrary to the laws and con* 
stitution of this realm, and for the future shall be 
so deemed and construed, and hereby are declared 
to have been, and are void, to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever ; any pretence to the contrary 
notwithstanding/' 

The effect of this statute has been such as to 
take away from the Lord Warden the privilege of 
nominating one member for each town, and to vest 
in the treasury the power of returning both. The 
Lord Warden has still remaining a small Parlia- 
mentary interest at Dover, where he can command 
about twenty-five votes, by means of places at bis 
disposal, in and about Dover Castle, and the other 
forts in that neighbourhood. 

It should be observed, that the Lord Warden is 
the general returning officer of all the ports ; and 
that all parliamentary writs are directed to him, 
in the same manner as to sheriffs of counties ; 
upon which he issues bis precept for the election 
to the proper officer of each port. 

The Cinque-Ports, and such of the members as 
send representatives to Parliament, are all incor- 
porated; the head officer, or chief magistrate be- 
ing a mayor, except at Seaford, where he is termed 
the bailiff. 

Jeake says, that, by the customs of the other 
Ports, the jurats in every corporation should be 
in number twelve, besides the head officer, mak- 
ing, as it were a jury of ju3tices ; and, lest length 
of time should confirm and sanction a gross and a 
fast increasing abuse, we wish particularly to im- 
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press, that the bench of justices in all the ports 
ought, by law, and by their charters, to consist of 
a mayor or bailiff, and twelve jurats ; particularly 
as at some of them (for instance, Romney and 
Winchelsea,) it has of late years been contended, 
that the proper number is but six. 

Two jurats and the mayor compose a quorum, 
for the administration of what is, locally, called 
justice, but which might, with much less impro- 
priety, be styled injustice. It is the practice in 
roost of these towns to keep the number of magis- 
trates as low as possible, scarcely in any instance 
exceeding four or five ; the inducement to this is, 
that jurats, being of more consequence than ordinary 
freemen, expect a larger portion of the septennial 
produce of corruption and profligacy than ordinary 
freemen, and the fewer there maybe to divide these 
spolia opima^ the greater will be the share of each 
individual. It is here material to observe, that it is 
competent to any individual whatever, at any 
time, to move the court of King's Bench for a 
mandamus^ to compel the head magistrate and 
jurats of any of the ports, to complete their num- 
ber of thirteen ; which, whenever it is done, causes 
no little trouble and embarrassment : the first step 
taken by Mr. Barham, when, previous to the gene- 
ral election in 1784, he made an attack on the trea- 
sury interest,under the managementof Mr. Milward 
at Hastings, was to compel him to fill up the bench 
of magistrates, then consisting of only six, to its 
proper quota of thirteen. In order to effect this, 
sailors, smugglers, tailors, barbers, and the lowest 
mechanics, (but not an individual of them in any 



358 HISTORY OF THE 

decent situation of life, and most of them not of 
ability to write their own names,) were clothed 
with the sacred robe of magistracy. 

But let not the reader suppose, that the jurats 
of the Cinque-Ports have (generally speaking) the 
smallest portion of that real ctmset/uefice which is 
derived from virtue, integrity, talents, or educa- 
tion, but merely that which must, of necessity, 
ensue to any one becoming a magistrate, and in- 
titled to a seat on the bench of justice ; though 
taken from among the dregs of the people, and 
the meanest, most illiterate, and corrupt of man- 
kind. But this abuse becomes very serious and 
alarming, when we are told, that the power of these 
low, corrupt, and contemptible beings, of whom we 
are now treating, is not merely coextensive with, 
and similar to, that of ordinary justices of the 
peace, but reaches, in the fullest manner, to the 
lives, liberties, and property, of all those who have 
the unhappiness to live within their jurisdiction. 

How dreadful must be the reflection, that if any 
capital oflence should be committed, for instance, 
at Seaford, during the mayoralty of a person of 
the description of either of these jurats, that 
such a man should preside, at the tribunal, at 
which the person accused and suspected would be 
tried for his life ! 

Though it may be peculiar to Seaford to have a 
presiding magistrate exactly of this description, 
yet, in most of the other towns, the mayors are 
generally equally low, illiterate, and uneducated. 
Lord Coke tells us, that the jurisdiction of the 
Cinque^Ports is general, and extends as well to 
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perflonai actions as re^l and mixed. That fines are 
levied^ and recoveries suffered of lands, in the same 
manner as in the court of Common Pleas ; that 
they have cognizance of all offences and crimes, 
with the exception of high treason, and hold 
quarter-sessions ; in fact, that the magistrates of 
the ports have the same power and authority as his 
majesty's judges, acting by virtue of their several 
commissions of oyer and terminer, of the peace) 
and of general gaol delivery. 

From a body of jurats of the description above 
given, the mayor is elected. Before the passing of 
the statute of the 9th of Anne, chap. SO, which 
enacts, that officers, having the return of members 
of Parliament (which the mayors have in all the 
Cinque-Ports) shall not be chosen two years fol- 
lowing each other, the same person was usually 
continued in the office of mayor for a great length 
of time, and sometimes in a manner for life ; the 
agent, or manager of the concerns of the treasury, 
in each respective borough, was universally the 
person appointed to this office. That statute, how- 
ever, has, in reality, been productive of no con- 
siderable effect ; the only alteration ensuing from 
which is, that some very near relation, or mere 
tool and dependant of the government officer, is 
nominated every alternate year to fill this station. 

To shew that this observation is correct, let us 
take a survey of one of the ports. At Seaford, 
Goldsmith and Chanibers, brothers-in-law, were 
constantly alternate bailiffs till Goldsmith's death; 
it was next Harben and Chambers. — At Hastings, 
the two Milwards, father and son, have been the 
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mayors these many years ; before Milward, juo., 
came of age, it was Milward and Evitt, a custom- 
house officer, and relation of MUward's — At Win- 
chelsea, Martin and Lamb, uncle and nephew; At 
Rye, Thomas Lamb and Thomas Lamb, jun., fa- 
ther and son. At Romney, Coates and Walter, 
brothers by marriage. At Hythe, generally one of 
the Tournay family. 

With respect to the freedom of the Ports, it 
seems highly probable, not only from the uniform 
language of all the charters, and the notes of Jeake 
thereupon, but also from the proceedings and the 
evidence adduced in the trial of mandamus^ 
brought by Henry Moore,* against the mayor, ju- 
rats, and commonalty of Hastings, before Lord 
Hardwicke, in 1736, that the right to,' and mode 
of, obtaining a freedom in any one of the Potts, 
was originally universally the same, notwith- 
standing the very great difference which at this 
day prevails amongst them in this respect, occa- 
sioned either by fraud, collusion, artifice, corrup- 
tion, or the opposite determinations of committees 
of the House of Commons. 

For the further information of our readers, par- 
ticularlv such of them as mav be resident within 
the ports, and pay scot and lot, and thereby cer- 
tainly entitled to their freedom, we here insert the 
custumal concerning the making of freemen in the 
Cinque-Ports and their members ; which is as 
follows : 

The mayors and jurats, the bailiffs and jurat 
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and the jurats, in every Cinque- Port, and mem- 
ber of them, where the mayor and bailiff shall have 
been of common election, have a power, in the 
presence of the commonalty, to receive and make 
freemen after three different methods : 

1st, Ry birth within the said town and port, if 
his father shall have been free at the time of his 
birth. — 9dly, By a freehold tenement ; and, 3dly, 
By purchase, redemption, or gift. 

And it is to be observed, that no man shall enjoy 
the freedom of any Port, or member thereof, until 
he has taken the oath which ought to be taken, 
" that he will be, from that day until the end of 
his life, true and faithful to his King of England 
and his heirs, and that he will maintain, according 
to the best of his power, the statutes and liberties of 
the Five Ports, and particularly those of that par- 
ticular Port or member thereof, where he resides ; 
and that he will always be obedient to the mayor 
and jurats, the bailiff and jurats, and to the jurats, 
(as the case may be) ; and that he will be always 
ready to perform, bear and pay, scot and lot, if they 
shall appear to be ordered for the common advan- 
tage of the place; in being armed in defending 
themselves against the enemies of his lord the 
king, when he shall be commanded by the gover- 
nors of the Port, or a, member thereof: and that he 
will not hear any thing spoken to the disadvantage 
of the aforesaid freedom, or to the abuse of the 
mayor, bailiffs, and jurats, or any of them, in the 
town where he resides, without acquainting them 
therewith. So help him God.'* 

Art. 35. ** Any person intending to obtain the 
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freedom of the Five Ports by purchase, must find 
four resident sureties for his fulfilling ail and sin- 
gular the premises aforesaid. 

Art. 36. '' And if he shall be a stranger to the 
Ports, or an Englishman^ born in parts beyond the 
seas, and have lived with a good character and 
condition in any Port or member thereof, and 
afterwards shall marry in the same Port or member 
thereof, and desire to obtain his freedom^ he may 
become free by purchase, as has been said above, 
in all the freedom of the Five Ports ; with this 
proviso, that he cannot vote at the election of 
mayor, bailiff, jurat, or any other officer, nor be 
concerned in the councils and business of the 
commonalty, until he have the letter of our lord 
the king, acknowledging him naturalised. 

Art. 37. ^' And the lord warden of the Cinque 
Ports, or his locum tenens may once, while in 
that office, make one foreigner, bom beyond the 
seas, free in every Port and member thereof, ac- 
cording t(> the form of making freemen by pur- 
chase, without any fine being paid to the common* 
alty where this foreigner is resident, except the 
fees of office which are usual upon this occasion. 

Art. 38. ^^ And they who are, in all and singular 
the forms aforesaid, made firee in any Port or mem- 
ber thereof, are entitled to their freedom and usages 
in all the other Ports. 

Art. 39. '' And no man shall be made free by 
purchase, until he has lived a year and one day in 
that Port or member where be asks his freedom, 
&c., &c/' 

This custumal Lord Hardwicke thought fit to 
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admit as good evidence, when trying a question 
which related solely to Hastings ; but it is evident, 
from the introductory clause, Hie sequuntur con^ 
suetudinet Quinque Partuum if eorum membrorumj 
that it by no means relates to that any more than 
to any other of the Ports ; it respects generally and 
equally all the Cinque-Ports and their members. 
We have dwelt longer on this custumal, as, if in 
future any question should arise as to the right of 
freedom, in any of the Ports not shut up by the 
determination of committees of House of Com* 
mons, under the Grenville Act, it may prove of 
the utmost importance and consequence. 

At this day, the right to the elective franchise, 
by virtue of a freehold, is totally at an end at every 
place but Dover. Freedom, as a birthright, is al- 
lowed to all the sons of freemen at Dover, Sand- 
wich, and Hythe : at the other Ports the claim of 
the elder eon alone is admitted to be valid ; and 
even this has been very much narrowed of late 
years. At Hastings and Rye, it is pretended, that 
the first-born son of a freeman, (strictly speaking,) 
born within the place, has a just title, and that a 
second son, upon the death of the elder brother, 
does not succeed to his right : and further, if a 
man, having had a son at any time, be admitted to 
his freedom^, that no after-born son of this man 
can have the claim of birthright, though the bro- 
ther should chance to have died before the admis- 
sion of the father. At Romney, the claim of the 
eldest SOD is admitted to be good, provided he be 
born within the town ; at Winchelsea, the claim 
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of the eldest of every other son has of late been 
wholly denied. 

But, in order wholly to stifle such troublesome 
claims, it is now the practice to admit such people 
only to freedoms, by election or redemption, as are 
advanced in life; old bachelors, or those who, for 
some reason or other, are not likely to have chil- 
dren. 

But the greatest reason, and the most necessary 
qualification, is poverty, which is considered as 
the best security for an uniform submission to the 
control and direction of the superior power. 

A freedom of a Cinque- Port town is always 
considered as entitling the possessor to a provision 
of some sort, which is generally furnished at the 
expense of the nation ; and, in order thereto, io 
every one of the Cinque- Ports, as a mere matter 
of course, there is a very large custom-house 
establishment. Besides the ordinary servants and 
retainers to a custom-house, there are usually five 
or six riding oflScers, a custom-house boat, among 
the crew of which if there be a single sailor, it is 
an extraordinary circumstance, but they must all 
of necessity be freemen ; at three or four of the 
towns, custom-house cutters are stationed, nomi- 
nally to cruise against the smugglers, but really 
to make provision for the friends of the minister : 
the whole body of officers are freemen of course. 
As the salaries of the captains and higher officers 
are very considerable, they have usually, according 
to the profits, one, two, or three, of the lower class 
quartered on them, who are called Riders ; which 
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practice is very general as to all the other superior 
places. One very great convenience results from 
this ; for, although the principal is disqualified 
from voting by Mr. Crewe's bill, yet the Rider 
may give his vote as if really independent. 

At almost all the Ports, forts and batteries have, 
of late years been built, with no other view what- 
ever that can be discovered except that of fur- 
nishing three or four snug sinecure places in each 
Port. 

The excise and post-offices have at least their 
due proportion of officers in each of the Cinque- 
Ports ; but, as Mr. Crewe's* bill has disqualified 
the actual holders of places, it has become ueces* 
sary to make some small addition to the former 
number ; this addition has principally consisted of 
the near relations and dependents of the former 
freemen. 

Another common mode of binding the lower 
class of freemen to their good behaviour, is, by 
lending them small sums of money on bond, which, 
so long as they conduct themselves to the satis- 
faction of their superior, are never demanded. 

In the year 16S5, when Charles II. was medi- 
tating the destruction of every chartered and cor- 
porate body in the kingdom, by the king's special 
command, all the general charters of the Ports, and 
most of the private charters of each particular 
town, were surrendered up to Colonel Strode, the 
governor of Dover Castle, which were never after 
returned. Many of the custumals of the Port 
towns have of late years been purposely destroyed, 
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among the other writs of summons to the prelates, 
barons, and sheriffs of counties, tiil after the d9d 
of Edward III., except the 6th year of that king's 
reign. From 4Sd Edward 111., it has regularly 
returned. The memoirs of its elections and repre- 
sentatives which we have met with are as follow. 

Petitions, &c. March 24, 1623. Mr. Gland- 
vyle reported from the Committee of Privileges 
for Dover — ^The case thus: two petitions ; one by 
the inhabitants at large, the other by the mayor, 
jurats, and common-council. Complaints against 
the return of Sir Richard Young and Sir Edward 
Cecil]. The question was as to the right of elec- 
tion — Committee of opinion, that all the freemen 
inhabitants ought to have voices in this election ; 
that the election of Sir Richard Young and Sir 
Edward Cecil I is void. 

Resolved, upon question, •* That the freemen 
and free burgesses, inhabitants of Dover, ought to 
have voice in the election of their barons to serve 
in Parliament." 

Resolved, upon a second question, " That the 
election of Sir Edward Cecill and Sir Richard 
Young is void, and that a new warrant shall go 
out for a new choice, with expedition.*' 

Feb. 14, 1672. A petition of Thomas Papillon, 
of London, merchant, complaining of an undue 
return of Sir Edward Spragg, to serve as a baron 
for this town and port, by Richard Jacob, esq., 
mayor of the said town, in injury of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected, and chosen to serve for this 
place. 

Another petition of the inmates, common-coun- 
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cil, and freemeD of this towD and port, complaining 
of the ijidirect proceedings and practices of the 
said Mr. Jacob, the mayor, in relation to the 
election. 

These petitions were not heard this sessions; 
but, 

Jan. 7, IC73. The petition of Thomas Papillon 
was again renewed. 

16. Sir Thomas Meeres reported from the 

Committee of Privileges their opinion, viz. 

'* That Sir Edward Spragg (then deceased) was 
not well elected.*' 

" That Mr. Thomas Papillon is well elected.*' 

Which resolutions were agreed to by the House, 
and the return ordered to be amended. 

A complaint being made of pressing pilots and 
seamen, to prevent their votes, and other miscar- 
riages, committed in the election for the port of 
Dover. 

Resolved, &c., " this House will proceed in the 
consideration of the miscarriages upon the election 
for this port. 

22. The matter heard, but no resolution 

come to. 

March 21, 1678. A petition of John Strode, 
esq., complaining of an undue return made by 
Mr. Stokes, the present mayor of this port, of him- 
self, to serve in this present Parliament, as one of 
the barons for this port, in injury of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected and returned. 

April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Meeres reported 
the matter of the double return for this port — > 
*' That one indenture between John Strode, esq., 
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lieutenant of his majesty's Castle of Dover, on the 
one part, and the mayor, jurats, and commooalty, 
of the said town and port, whereby they have 
chosen, under their common seal, William Stokes 
and Thomas Papillon, esqrs., to be their barons. 
The other (between nobody) witnessing, ' that 
we the mayor, jurats, and barons of the town and 
port of Dover, in a full hundred there, viz. George 
West, deputy mayor, John Vaylie, and Aaron 
Wellard, jurats, five of the common-council, and 
ten others, styled barons of the said port, have 
chosen, under the seals of the deputy mayor and 
seventeen others, Thomas Papillon, gentleman, 
and John Strode, esq., our com-barons.' *' 

Whereupon the committee resolved, *^ That the 
indenture wherein William Stokes and Thomas 
Papillon, esqrs., are returned, is well and duly re- 
turned, and by the proper oflScer ;" to which the 
House agreed. 

In 1770, John Trevanion, esq., and several of 
the electors, having petitioned against the election 
of Sir Thomas Pym Hales, hart., the sitting mem- 
ber was found duly elected. 

CORPORATION. 

It is governed by a mayor, 12 jurats, and 36 
common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

March 2+, 1623. Is in the Freemen and Free- 
burgesses, inhabitants of Dover. Every son of a 
freeman, and every person marrying a freeman's 
daughter, is entitled to his freedom, as is every 
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freeholder within the jurisdiction of the corpora- 
tion, besides all those who are made free by re- 
demption, gift, or purchase. We must here ob- 
serve, that this is the only one of the ports that 
has preserved any traces of its true constitution. 
We are, however, of opinion, that by a spirited 
exertion, the right of the inhabitants might still be 
recovered in many of the ports. 

March 18, 1?70. That the non-inhabitant Free- 
men, as well as the inhabitant Freemen and Free- 
burgesses, of the town and port of Dover, have a 
voice in the election. 

Number of voters — according to the poll at 
the last general election, appears to be about 1,200. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — the Admiralty of one seat ; inde- 
pendent as to the other. Mr. Peter Fector has 
the best interest of any individual in this place, 
always siding with government, but the popular 
interest in the town has at the same time in- 
creased. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This town is properly called the capital of the 
Cinque-Ports, and stands in nearly the same situa- 
tion, with respect to the others, as the chief town 
of a county does with those of less note, the lord 
warden's court being held here, and the Castle 
being used as the prison of all the Ports. 

The right of freedom is the same here as de- 
scribed in the custumal of Hastings, with the addi- 
tion of its extending to the htsbands of freemen's 
daughters, as well as to the sons of freemen ; free- 
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holders are also entitled to the elective franchise 
in this place, which privilegeisat this day retained 
here only; at the other Ports it has long since, by 
corrupt contrivances and practices, been stifled. 
The number of voters being upwards of 1,900, 
they cannot all be provided for out of sinecure 
places, and revenue officers, as in roost of the other 
Ports ; nevertheless, government obtain such a 
degree of influence from the custom-house, packet- 
boats, military and naval appointments, &c., as 
always to nominate one of the members; the other 
is usually a gentleman in opposition. 

Mr. Trevanion, who was first introduced to the 
electors of this town by the celebrated Charles 
Churchill, in the days of Mr. Wilkes's popularity, 
continued in his situation as member for this port, 
in opposition to all the influence of succeeding 
administrations, (with only one exception, which 
was in the year 1784,) till 1806. 

When the lord warden is well with government, 
both the members of this town are ministerialists ; 
but whenever that great officer chances to be in 
opposition, the Admiralty does not affect to con- 
trol more than one of the seats, owing to the free- 
men being more numerous here than at the other 
Ports. Though the mass of government influence 
is enormous, this place cannot be considered as in 
a complete state of subjugation to ministry. We 
shall content ourselves, therefore, with stating a 
part only of the patronage of government. Here 
are six regular packets, besides bye-boats, the 
officers and crew of which are all voters ; two cus- 
tom-house cutters, three custom-house boats, and 
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two small vessels, called hovelers or luggers ; a 
custom-house, with a very numerous train of re- 
tainers; ten riding officers ; the Castle; and two 
forts. The harbour, with an income of 10,000/. 
a-year, which from the beginning was, and still is, 
a mere job. An immense extent of fortification, 
which the master-general of the ordnance is erect- 
ing for no other purpose than that of strengthening 
the hands of government. 

In time of peace, the packet-boats passing be- 
tween this town and Calais, in France, are sta- 
tioned here ; and here the lord warden of the . 
Cinque- Ports is sworn into his office. He can at 
this place command about 30 votes. 
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Hastings, a borough and market-town in the 
hundred of Baldstow, and rape of Hastings, Sus- 
sex, consists of three parishes, containing 54S 
houses, and 9,989 inhabitants, of whom 407 were 
returned as being employed in various trades. The 
herring and mackarel fisheries here give employ- 
ment to a number of hands, and furnish a good 
supply to the London market. Its markets on 
Wednesday and Saturday are well supplied, and 
its fairs are 96th of July, and 93rd and 94tb of 
October. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This Port has returned members from the 49d 
£dward lU. The memoirs we have met with are 
the following. 
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Petitions, &c. Nov. 4, 1689. A petition of 
Peter Gott, esq., complaining of an undue return 
by Colonel Beaumont, he being governor or lieu- 
tenant-governor of Dover Castle, and to whom the 
writ was directed, and hath returned himself, 
though not regularly chosen. 

Mr. Grey reported the matter, '' That the peti- 
tioner insisted there had not been due notice of 
the election, and violence had been offered to se- 
veral voters for the petitioner, by which many 
who would have voted for him were hindered 
from voting ; and submitting, whether CoJonel 
Beaumont, being governor of Dover Castle, could 
be returned for this Port/* 

Upon the poll, Colonel Beaumont had 35 — the 
petitioner 39. 

Witnesses were examined as to threats, bribery, 
&c. ; and Jenner said his life was threatened, if 
he did not vote for Colonel Beaumont. Lovel 
owned, when he was mayor he gave notice of the 
election for the next day, but was threatened to be 
killed if he voted for Mr. Gott. Carswell and 
Bates said they were also threatened ; and Sargent 
said he voted for Colonel Beaumont, because he 
was threatened to have his nets cut ; and after the 
election, the mayor and jurats sent him ten shil- 
lings. 

For Colonel Beaumont it was insisted there was 
due notice of the election ; and Thresher said he 
gave notice to the freemen the day before the elec- 
tion, as customary ; and all the freemen but one 
were present ; and after the election. Colonel 
Beaumont left ten pounds to be given to poor sea- 
men. 
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The committee, upon the whole, resolved, 
^* That John Beaumont, esq., is duly elected ;" 
whereto, on a second readings the House agreed. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of Thomas Munns, 
esq., complaining of an undue return, and shewing 
that John Beaumont, esq., governor of Dover 
Castle, pretends to have a power of the several 
Cinque-Ports, and wrote several mandatory letters 
to the mayor and chief officers of the Cinque- 
Ports, requiring them not to engage their votes for 
any particular person, for that his majesty would 
recommend to them such persons as he should 
think convenient for them to choose ; and, by se- 
veral menaces and threats, procured several of the 
electors to vote for him to serve for the port of 
Hastings, and prevailed with the mayor thereof to 
elect him. — No report. 

Dec. 19, 1698. A petition of Robert Austin, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Peter 
Gott, esq. 

Jan SO, 1699. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the 
matter as it appeared to the committee. The 
question was upon the majority of legal votes. 

** That upon the poll there were, for Mr. Gott 
34, besides the mayor ; for Mr. Austin 3^, with 
himself." 

^^ That as to the right of election, Mr. Austin 
insisted it was in the mayor, jurats, and freenien 
resiant, that watch and ward/' 

The counsel for Mr. Gott allowed the right in 
the mayor^ jurats, and freemen, but denied the re- 
siency, or paying to watch and ward ; and said 
they would justify all their votes, and take off one 
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or more irom Mr. Austin ; when witnesses were 
called. — ^^ That it appeared to the committee, that 
Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Gott, and Mr. Austin, were 
all in the same case as to their freedom, and neither 
paid to watch and ward. 

Upon the whole, the committee resolved, ^* That 
the right of election of members of Parliament for 
the port of Hastings, in the county of Sussex, is 
in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, resient, and not 
receiving alms." 

*' That Peter Gott, esq,, is duly elected ;" to 
both which resolutions the House agreed. 

June S, 1701. A petition of William Ashburn- 
ham, esq., complaining of an undue I'etum of John 
Mounsher, esq., by bribes, threats» and promises. 
— No report. 

May 18, 1784. Sir Godfrey Webster, bart., and 
Stephen Lushington, esq., petitioned. — No report. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of Queen Elizabeth, it consists of a 
mayor, recorder, and 12 jurats. The corporation 
is exempted from toll, and has the power of hold- 
ing courts of judicature in capital cases. 

RIGHT OF EI^ECTION. 

January SO, 1698. Is in the Mayor, Jurats, 
and Freemen, resident,and not receiving alms, only. 
Number op voters — 12. 
Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron— Edward Milward, esq., for the Trea* 
wry. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Before the passing of Mr. Crewe's bill, the ap- 
pointment of the representatives in Parliament for 
this town was wholly in the Treasury ; the num- 
ber of voters was usually about twenty, the whole 
of whom had places under, or were otherwise pro- 
vided foi;, by government. The management and 
conduct of this faithful, and well-disciplined corps 
of Treasury auxiliaries, was, for a long series of 
years, vested in Mr. Collier, who, in this situa- 
tion, acquired a very princely fortune, whereby 
he was enabled to provide for five co-heiresses, his 
daughters, in a very handsome manner. Upon his 
death, Mr. Edward Milward (who had married a 
Miss Collier, succeeded to this post of agent to 
the Treasury, and, by wa;^ of compensation for the 
proper discharge of his election duties, was ap- 
pointed to the very lucrative office of surveyor" 
general of the riding officers ; from which post he 
was removed by the board of customs, notwith- 
standing the whole interest and influence of the 
Treasury was exerted to prevent his being dis^ 
placed. 

That this opposition between two such great 
powers may not appear strange to our readers, we 
think it necessary to inform them, that at this time 
the board of customs (owing to change in admi- 
nistration) were in opposition to the lords of the 
treasury ; most of the commissioners, having been 
appointed under former administrations, felt no 
very great affection for the present. Mr. Henry 
Pelham and Mr. PapilloD, however, vitre prevailed 
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on to retire, and the Treasury r^ained the fevour- 
able opinion of that office. 

This loss, however, was made up to Milward, 
by the appointment of his son to the office of de- 
puty comptroller of the excise, who, on coming of 
age, was made a jurat ; but it was judged expe- 
dient to unite also, in his person, in addition, the 
lucrative office of town-clerk ; accordingly, Mr. 
Thatcher, the old town-clerk, was turned out 
of his place, to make room for this young gentle- 
man. A trial in the court of King's Bench be- 
tween these two competitors for office was the 
consequence; when it was determined,* that a 
jurat of the corporation of Hastings might be 
elected town-clerk ; but that the two offices are 
incompatible, and that the acceptance of the latter, 
though an inferior office, will vacate the former. 
He has since resigned the office of town-clerk, on 
getting his more valuable place in the excise, and 
is now again a jurat; these two places, it is pre- 
sumed, are not incompatible. 

It would be very difficult to pronounce whether, 
at this time, the Treasury, or Mr. Milward's inte- 
rest in this borough be the superior; indeed, this 
point is not likely to be brought to a very speedy 
determination, as this gentleman invariably sides 
with the minister for the time being, whose ap- 
pointees be returns to Parliament upon very mo- 
derate terms and conditions, without making any 
enquiry as to their capacity, or fitness for that 
situation. In fact, the only indispensable requisite 
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* Fii8t Term Rtporti, Dnruford sad East. 
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is, an ability and disposition to say yea and nay^ 
according to the mandate of the minister. 

At present, the whole patronage of government, 
in this place, is in the hands of Mr. Milward, who 
disposes of the various places as he imagines will 
be most conducive to the common interest of him- 
self and the Treasury. Since Mr. Crewe's bill, it 
has been necessary to keep up a certain number of 
freemen, (just enough to go through the farce, 
and to perform the various ceremonies of an elec- 
tion,) who do not ostensibly hold any place px 
post under government. These, however, do not 
go unprovided for ; they are, as of course, quar- 
tered on such of their brother freemen as are in 
possession of the more lucrative situations ; others, 
'rather than lose their franchises by the operation of 
that bill, have given up their places to their sons, 
and other near relations ; by which measure the 
freeman preserves his vote, and the Treasury its 
influence. 

Whatever personal interest Mr. Milward may 
have at this place, apart from, and independent of, 
the Treasury, is obtained and preserved by lending 
small sums of money, on bond, to the more indi- 
gent freemen, which obligations are never meant 
to be enforced, so long as they are, as electors, in 
a state of passive obedience and non-resistance; 
but if at any time they should venture to give the 
smallest indication of an inclination to an inde- 
pendence of opinion and sentiment, the payment 
of their debts is required, and a prison the certain 
consequence of the smallest delay. 

In a conte8t«d>eiection. between Colonel Beau- 
mont and Mr^ Grey, in 1689, the number of voters 
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polled was 67 ; in 1698, between Mr. Austen and 
Mr. Gott, 70. In 1690, a petition of Robert 
M unns, esq., was delivered to the House of Com- 
mons, shewing, that the petitioner was duly 
elected one of the barons of this port, and ought 
to have been returned ; but John Beaumont, esq., 
governor of Dover Castle, who pretended to 
have a power over the several Cinque- Ports, wrote 
several mandatory letters to the mayors and re- 
turning officers of the Cinque-Ports, requiring 
them not to engage their votes for any particular 
person, for that his majesty would recommend to 
them such persons as he should think convenient 
for them to choose : and, by several menaces and 
threats, procured a majority of the electors to vote 
' for him to serve in Parliament for the port of Has* 
tings, and prevailed on the mayor to return him, 
though not legally elected, to the prejudice of the 
petitioner ; which petition was referred to a com- 
mittee to report upon, &c. 

We make no comment on the above, but leave 
the reader to form his judgment of the purity of 
this borough from a naked statement of facts ; and 
we will venture to assert, since the time of this 
petition, that it is in no way amended ; but this 
by way of sample. From the evidence, on the 
trial of the mandamus^ brought by H. Moore, 
against the mayor and jurats of this town, it ap- 
pears, that the right to the elective franchise in 
this place, according to its true constitution, and 
according to the custumal then produced, is as 
follows: 

in 1736, a writ of mandamus was brought by 
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HeDry Moore, to require the mayor, jurats, and 
commonalty of the town and port of Hastings, to 
admit him into the place and ojffice of one of the 
freemen of that town ; and the writ sets forth, 
that he is the eldest son of a freeman, born within 
the town, after the admission and swearing of his 
father into the place and office of one of the free- 
men of the said town and port ; and that he has a 
right, in respect thereof, and also upon paying, a 
reasonable fine, to be admitted into the place and 
office of one of the fireemen of the said town and 
port. 

The above was the matter at issue for the jury. 

Lord Hardwicke, who was then the lord chief 
justice of the court of King's Bench, in summing 
up the evidence, said to the jury : 

^^ The point insisted on by the plaintiffs coun- 
sel, and the first thing produced, to be considered 
by you, is a book, in which is an ancient entry oC 
the custumal of the Five Ports and their members, 
the time whereof the memory of man is not to the 
contrary. 

'* The evidence relied on for the plaintiff is ^ 
this, ^' concerning the making of freemen, &c., as 
stated." 

*' After reading these entries, the counsel for 
the defendants objected, that this was not a parti- 
cular custumal (tf Hastings, and therefore not so 
conclusive. But Hastings, in the mandamus^ is 
said to be one of the Five Ports. " They have 
given evidence of three different species of persons 
i^dmitted under this right." 

** The first is, where persons w^e admitted as 
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eldest sons of fiieemen, born within the borough, 
and after the swearing and admission of the father. 
The next is, where admission lias been of eldest 
sonsi born within the borough, but it does not ap- 
pear whether before or after the admission of the 
father. And, the third species of persons, who 
were admitted as the sons of freemen in general ; 
but they have not shewn that they were born in 
the town, or after the father's freedom. 

** For the defendants, the gentlemen on the 
other side insist, there is no right at all to free- 
doms in this borough ; but that all admissions de« 
pend upon the will and pleasure of the mayor and 
jurats ; that they may admit or refuse a stranger or 
a son just as they please. And they insist, that 
if there be such a right, that it is restrained by 
these two qualifications, of being bom in the 
town, and after the swearing and admission of the 
father. 

^^ And another qualification insisted on by the 
defendants is, that he should be resiant within the 
borough. 
» *' Gentlemen* the matter of law which will arise, 

if you are of opinion that there is such a custom, 
will be, whether the fine be a reasonable fine, as 
the plaintiff has laid it, or whether this is a certain 
fine of 6s. 8d. ? 

" The first evidence that has been produced for 
the defendants, is an old book, in which there are 
entries of an old custumal, and a bye-law, dated 
the 12th of April, \5 Elizabeth, by which it is 
decreed, " That if any freeman, now, or at any 
^^ time hereafter, an inhabitant of this town, shall 
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** depart or dwell out of the towD, by the space 
** of a year and a day, he or they, so dwelling 
^' out of the town, shall lose his or their freedom 
** for ever." I own I do not know so extraordi- 
nary a custom any where, for a man to have a right 
to be admitted a freeman who was not resident, 
and yet the corporation could disfranchise a man 
for non -residence. 

" But this bye-law will not be of much weight 
one way or the other. It only shews the act of 
the corporation, to disfranchise any person that 
goes out of the borough. 

** They have also produced, for the defendants, 
another book, in which, they say, is contained the 
usage of Hastings, time out of mind, and they 
have read out of it an entry, in old French; the 
purport of which is, ** That if a foreigner resides 
^^ in Hastings a year and a day, he may come be- 
^^ fore the bailiff and jurats, and be admitted to the 
<( freedom, upon taking an oath.'' The witness 
who read this, swore, that there was no other evi- 
dence in the book, relating to the making of free- 
men. 

^^ They read this to shew, that there is no right 
of freedom at all in this borough, if a stranger, who 
has lived in the town a year and a day, may come 
before the bailiff and jurats, and they may admit 
him, upon taking an oath. 

^* The next evidence the defendants have pro* 
duced, is from entries of admission of the sons of 
freemen, without mentioning that they were either 
eldest or youngest sons ; and they only shew, that 
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the fact is, that other sons, as well as eldest sons, 
have been admitted for a fine of 6s; Sd. 

" It will be proper, therefore, for you, gentle- 
men, to consider, 

*' First, If you believe, on the evidence, that 
there is no right in the son of any freeman to de- 
mand his freedom of the mayor and jurats, but 
that all depends on their pleasure; but, if you be- 
lieve that there is a right in the son of a freeman, 
and that the mayor and jurats cannot deny him his 
freedom, then you will consider, whether the two 
qualifications, of being born in the borough, after 
the fi^eedom of the father, are necessary or no ? 

'* If you believe they are not necessary, but 
that, whether he be born in or out of the borough, 
or before or after he was made free, makes no dif- 
ference; in that case you must find for the de- 
fendants. 

*' But if you believe a right in the sons of free- 
men, and that being born in the borough, and after 
the father's freedom, are essential, then you will 
consider the matter of resiance. 

" And, if you believe resiance not necessary, 
then you must find a verdict for the plaintiff. 

" But, on the other hand, if you believe being 
born in the borough, and after the father's free- 
dom, are not necessary ; or, if necessary, that it is 
equally necessary that the persons should be re- 
siant, then you must find a verdict for the de- 
fendants." 

Verdict for the plaintiflf. 

Foreman. " We find that the eldest son of a 
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freeman, born within the borough after his father's 
freedom, has a right/' 

Lord Hardwicke. ** What do you find as to 
the commorancy ?" 

Foreman. " My lord, wfe find residence not ne- 
cessary ; and that the eldest son, born within the 
borough after his father's freedom, has a right, upon 
paying a customary fine." 

Lord Hardwicke. " What do you find the 
fine?'' 

Foreman. " We find the fine to be Ss. 8rf. and 
that fine is reasonable." 

Lord Hardwicke. ** That point of the reason- 
able fine must be saved for theoprnion of the courts 
and let the postea stay." 

We should here observe, that Moore was com- 
pletely successful upon this occasion. It is true, 
that he claimed his freedom merely as an eldest 
son ; but the same evidence by which he av'ailed 
himself, went the full length of establishing the 
right of every other son of a freeman to his free- 
dom. 

The verdict, given by the jury upon this occa- 
sion, came under the revieW of the cdiirt of King's 
Bench, as appears from Strange's Reports,' 1070, 
which, after solemn argunoent, was confirmed by 
the unanimous determination and sanction of the 
judges. 

We wish, in a very particular manner, to draw 
the attention of the reader to this very important 
trial, as it not only clearly and satisfactorily de- 
monstrates what was originally, and what ought 

PART II. VOL. III. c c 
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Still to be» the constitution of Hastings but throws 
great light upon the true constitution of the rest of 
the Cinque- Ports, notwithstanding the usurpations 
and corruptions which in these latter days prevail, 
more or less, in all of them. 

In the course of the Seaford contests, it became 
important to some of the parties to inspect this 
custumal ; and a rule was accordingly obtained 
from the court of King's Bench for that purpose; 
but lo! it was missing, and not to be found! 
Through fear that some future claimant of a free- 
dom should attempt to accomplish and perfect 
what Moore left undone, it was thought expedient 
to commit this highly important and venerable re- 
cord to the flames. But aotwitbstandiog this 
destruction of it by fire^ we congratulate the 
public, that the most material and consequential 
part of it has been preserved in the State Trials, by 
reason of the mandamtu brought by Moore. Of 
which custumal Jeake makes mention, page 36 
and 133. 

By the last determination of the House of Com- 
mons, which took place in the year 1698, it ap- 
pears, that the right of election of members of 
Parliament for the Fort of Hastings, is in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen, resident, and not re- 
ceiving alms. But here arises a very important 
question, which is, who are entitled to be free- 
men ? Mr. Milward contends, that only the first 
born son of a freeman, and such as are annually 
nominated by the mayor; we have very little 
scruple to say, that if this question should ever be 
fairly brought before an impartial committee of the 
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House of Commoua, we bave no doubt but that 
the determination would be, that the right of free* 
dom is according to the cuatumal above set out* 

Governoient have at this place a custom-house; 
a cu8tom*bouse boat, under pretence of watching 
the smugglers, the crew of which are all landmen, 
but taken from amongst the freemen ; an Ordnance 
fort, of no utility whatever; and an establishment 
of twelve riding officers ; besides th^ usual re« 
tainers of the excise and of the post office. 

A complaint was exhibited to the commissioners 
of the customs against the patron of this borough, 
by the town-clerk, in 1787, for quartering freemeDf 
at iive, ten, and twenty pounds a year each, upon 
the revenue officers of this port ; in which cam« 
plaint were specifically mentioned the names of 
Bevins, Hide, Meadow, Bourne, and others^ who 
had paid such sum9^ A copy of this memorial is 
now in our haads, which we will take good cafe 
of, asitOAay hereafter, in common with similar 
proofs in our possession, be a subject of more se* 
rioMs enquiry. 

We must not omit to add, that it waa in coo« 
sequence of this complaint, that the elder Mr* 
Milward waa deprived of his place of surveyor- 
general of the riding officers by the board of 
customs. 



SANDWICH. 

Sandwich is a borough, and roarket*towD, in 
Che hundred of Eastry, and lathe of St. Augustine, 

c c 3 
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Kent, containing with its dependencies, 1|S87 
bouses and 6,50& inhabitants, riz, 9,966 nnales, 
and 3,540 females, of whom 1,000 were employed 
in various trades. The market days are Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, and it has a fair the 4th of Dec. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This port first returned when Dover did, the 
memoirs relating to its elections that we have met 
with are as follow : 

Petitions, &c. March 32, 1690. Sir Geoi^e 
Moor reported for this borough : the borough 
standeth of a mayor, jurats, and commons. By an 
order of Lord Cobham Warden, confirmed after by 
the lords of the council^ the mayor and jurats 
only to make the elections. Now the commons 
thereupon debarred from giving their voices in the 
election, with threatening of imprisonment. That 
the committee of opinion, that the choice of Sir Ed- 
ward Sandsfull by all ; Sir Robert Hatton, chose 
by the mayor and jurats, not by the commons. He 
never knew it till he received the town seal, and 
was required to come and take his oath. That the 
commons intended to choose Mr. Burrowes, but 
did it not. That the committee held the election 
of Sir Robert Hatton void, and no choice of bo- 
roughs. A new writ by their opinion. 

Upon question resolved, the election of Sir 
Robert Hatton for this borough, not due. 

Sir D. Diggs, That Mr. Boroughes the prose- 
cutor of this against Sir Robert Hatton now 
questioned ; therefore to have the writ forborn, 
till he cleared. 
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Sir Wm. Heale and Mr. Brook, contra. To give 
them free choice, without taking notice of Mr. 
Borougbes. 

March 34, 1689. A petition of John Mitchell, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Mr. 
Brent, by bribery, threats, and other undue prac- 
tices. 

-Oct, 6, 1690. Another petition of Mr. Mit- 
cheli same as former. 

— 31. Mr. Grey reported the matter from the 
committee as it appeared to them. The right of 
election was agreed to be in the freemen inhabit- 
ing with the said port, and the numbers on the 
poll were, 

For Sergeant Thurbarne 325 — Mr. Brent 134 — 
Petitioner 114. 

Mr. Sergeant Thurbarne's election was not ques- 
tioned ; but the petitioner invested that, of those 
who were for Mr. Brent, four were made free after 
the teste of the writ : though three of them were 
entitled by birth : that one was no inhabitant 
within the port : that 6ve others were servants : 
that SO and odd were alms men, or received acha* 
ritable donation. 

It appearing to the committee, that freemen in 
general had always voted at elections of Parliament 
men for this port, the committee resolved, 

1st. ^* That the freemen of this port, inhabiting 
within the said port, although they receive alms, 
have a right to vote in electing barons to Berve in 
Parliament. 

** That Edward Brent, esq., is duly elected.*' 

The first resolution being twice read, was dia* 
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agreed to; and the second agreed to by the 
Hotaae. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Thomas Tbur- 
b^rn, aefgeant at ld\^, complaining of an undue 
return bf Edward Brent, and John Taylor, esqra. 

Jan. 3!. Mr. Granville reported from the 
committee the matter upon the said petition. The 
committee had examined the merits of the elec- 
tion, and the poll was, 

For Mr. Taylol- 919— Mr. Brent 169— Peti- 
tioner 147. 

Foi^ the petitioner it was insisted, that many 
of Mr. Brent's votes had been gained by ill prac- 
tices. 

Rulph Goodchitd said, about a month before the 
election, at thedesireof some of Mr. Tliylor'sfriends, 
he went to Mr. Taylor's house, with an aecount 
of What men they thought would e^a^ for hhn: 
snd that Mr. Taylor said fo him, (and as be be- 
lieves Mr. Paramour, Mr. Mandy, and Mr. Gr^fg 
were by,) that he heard some got places of profit 
by being: Parliament men, and that if the town 
chose him, and he got any, he would give the 
half to the corporation, and 90/. a year to the 
poor ; and give the corporation a treat on the day 
he was chosen yearly: that Mr. Taylor bid him 
speak of it ; and he did accordingly make use of it 
to persuade several to vote for Mr. Taylor, and said 
he believes he saw bills of charges of i^OO/. on Mr. 
Taylor's account ; and that Mr. Cricket was Mr. 
Taylor's agent. 

Twisden said, that Mr. Taylor, the day before 
the election declared, Mandy being present, if he 
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got a fubce of XfiOQd. &c 500/. a-year, as be hoped 
be should, orn^biMA'^ itj<9r«)», he wouk) give one 
half to the lown^^^aad Mr. Gricket said he would 
giire bis boiKl, that Mr. Taykprshould expend 40/. 
or 6KiL yearij upoB the town, mtA give 90/. yearly 
to the poor. • 

John Chapman said, Cricket declared, that Mr. 
Taylor had pfomised, and be Cricket would ^ve 
his bond as before testiBedy and that on account of 
his tHsiting for Mf « Brent, CHcket had received 
forty atiilling^ Rieksey, aiid paid it in part of 7I. 
owing from him to the sergeant ; but owned 
Cricket was bound with him for it* 

Clarke, Jenkinson, and Stone, said, that a letter 
was read as from Sir Cioudesly Shovell ; by which 
they pretended^ that all the seamen, who would 
not vote for Mr. Brent^ should be pressed : Rick«- 
aey and others, were present ; and some aeameti 
were scared out of the town by it. 

John Vatchelor said, Broderly who voted and . 
made interest for Mr. Brent offered him two hatf«> 
crowns to vote for Mr. Brent, and Kicksey and 
Fisher were by ; and he was threatened to be ruined, 
because be would not vote against the sergeant. 

The town clerk said the sergeant eKoepted to 
the five last votes ; and said, the hospital mm 
might be polled as well as these. 

The committee resolved, 

'' That Edward Brent and John Taylor, esqrs«, 
are duly elected '; whereto (upon the second read- 
ing) the House agreed.'* 

Feb. 14) 1700. A petition of John Mitchell^ 
esq«t complaining of an undue rettra of Sit Henry 
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Turnese, ^nd John Taylor by brib^y, aod other 
illegal practices, and stating, that Sir Henry Tur- 
nese being one of the present sheriffs of Londoo 
and Mid<UeaeX) and concerned inmam^iDg several 
aids granted to bis cniuesty by Parlriament is in- 
capable of serving in Parliament. 

'— r 1 9. The House proceeded to consider what 
memibers are concerned in the .clause of the act, 
made in ihe 5th and 6th yesrs of the reign of his 
Majesty and the late queeo» disabling persons to 
be members of Parliament, and the clause was 
read : . - 

And Sir Henry Turoese a member of this House 
being cbaiged to be one of tha trustees for circulal- 
ing Exchequer Bills, and that he acted under the 
trust since he was a member, to which the snld Sir 
Henry Turnese being heard in bia place ncknow* 
ledged that be was one of the said trustees ; and 
that he acted under that trustv since he was a 
member, but conceived himself not to be within 
the clause, as being concerned only for the sub- 
scription money. 

Resolved, ** That Sir Henry Furnese, knt., a 
member of the House of Commons, having since 
bis being elected a member of this present Parlia- 
ment, been concerned, and acted, as a trustee for 
the circulating Exchequer Bills, is guilty of a 
breach of the act made in the^tb and 6th years of 
his majesty and the late queen ; entitled, an act 
for granting to their majesties certain duties upon 
salt, and upon beer, ale, and other liquors, &c. 

Resolved, '^ That the said Sir Henry Furnese be 
for the breach of the saidact, expelled this House/' 
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1807* Colonel Morgan petitioned against the 
return of Captain Rainier; sitting member duly 
elected/' 

CORPORATION. 

By a charter dated in the year 1685, it consists 
of a .fnayor, recorder, twelve jurats, and twenty- 
four common*councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

In the Freemen resident and non-resident. The 
freedom is obtained by birth- right, apprenticeship, 
and by marrying the daughter or widow of a free- 
man. 

Number of voters — about 500. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — the Admiralty. 

political character. 

This is the only CinquerPort, except Dover, 
which has the least claim to independence, and that 
arises from the extensive number of its electors. 
Sandwich has for many years been ranked as an 
admiralty borough, from the influence of innumer- 
able places, and the emoluments which the voters 
hold under the patronage of that board, and has 
been generally represented by two members of 
their, nomination ; but at the general election 
in 1784, the late Sir Horace Mann, who was at 
that time in opposition to government, became a 
candidate against Lord Parker, comptroller of the 
King's household, who was at that time sup* 
ported by the admiralty in conjunction with Mr. 
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Stephens the secretary to that bMrdf and was soc- 
cessful, as will appear by the foliowing state of the 
poIK the numbers being, 

For Philip Stephens, esq. 474' — Sir Horace 
Mann 31 1 — Lord Parker 990. 

At the general election in 1807> the late .Ad- 
miral Rainier opposed the joint interest of the ad*- 
miralty and the Lord Warden, and was elected 
by a majority of more than two to one. 

The late Colonel Morgan who had been an un- 
successful candidate in opposition to Captain 
Rainier upon the death of his uncle, had canvas*- 
sed this borough in opposition to the admimlty at 
the last general election in 1819, and obtained a 
promise of support from a great majority of the 
freemen, but he unfortunately died before the last 
Parliament was dissolved, and the gentlemen re. 
commended by government were unanimously 
elected. 

The late Sir Philip Stevens, secretary to the ad- 
miralty, represented this town in eight successive 
Parliaments for a period of more than forty years. 
The voters were bound to this gentleman by every 
tie of gratitude, as there is scarcely a single family 
connected with Sandwich^ which has not beeo 
provided for by him in the admiralty, navy, or 
marines. 

There is at this place a harbour with a large re- 
venue, a mere job ; a custom*^bou8e ; custom- 
house cutter; two custom-house boats; a fort; 
two castles, in the neighbourhood, officered by 
freemen, and ten riding officers. Any owner of a 
vessel or boy, being a freeman^ may have his ship 
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taken into the service of the admiraltyi upon ap- 
plication ; at this time seven vessels are so en- 
gaged. 

The members belonging to this town are, Ford- 
wichv about two miks north-east ot Canterbury ; 
Deal, which lies to theisouth of Sandwich ; Wal- 
mer% which lies to the south of Deal ; Ramsgate 
and Serre, two towns in the Isle of Thanet ; Sto* 
naff on the oth^* side of the Stour, opposite to 
Sandwich ; tod Brightlingsey in Essex. 
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Htthb is a market-town in the parish of Salt- 
wood, Kent, \\i miles from Ashford, and 67 from 
London ; containing 994 houses, and 1,446 in- 
habitants, of whom 198 were returned as employed 
in trade. It consists chiefly of one long street. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This port returned members to Parliament, 
anno 49 Edw. IlK, was made one of the Cinque- 
Ports by William the Conqueror ; and was incor^ 
porated by a particnlar charter granted by Queen 
£ii2abeth. The memoirs relating to its elections 
which we have met with are as follow ) 

Petitions, Ac. Feb. 99, 1673. A petition of 
£dw. Hales, ^sq.^ complaining of an undue return 
made by the mayor of Hy the, of a baron to serve 
for this port, in the room of Sir Henry Wood, de- 
ceased ; whereas the petitioner was duly elected 
to serve. 
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March 99. Resolved, *' That as to all matters 
of elections and privileges, the committee be dis- 
charged from sitting till after the recess, except as 
to the matters between Sir Leoiine Jenkins, and 
Mr. Haies, for the port of Hythe ; and between 
Mr. Herne and Mr. Childe, for the borougii of 
Dartmouth ; but they were not heard this ses- 



sions/' 



Jan. 7) 167S. Mr. Haleis presented his peti- 
tion, again complaining of several undue practices 
of Robinson Blanelace, mayor of Hythe, in ex- 
cluding several freemen of the said port who had 
declared for the petitioner from giving any voices 
at the election, and in returning Sir Leoiine Jen- 
kins to serve as a baron for the said port, in wrong 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected for this 
port, and ought to have been returned. 

Feb. 6. A petition of the mayor, jurats, and 
council, of this port, was read. A certificate under 
the names of certain persons, as electors, against 
the petition. 

Ordered : ^^ That the hearing of the matter of 
the election of this port be put off for six weeks 
from the time already appointed. The Parliament 
soon after was prorogued, and did not meet to do 
business till April 13, 1765, when the petition was 
again lodged, but no notice taken of it until 

April 98. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections the evi- 
dence and state of the case touching the election 
of members to serve in Parliament for this port, 
and a vote of the committee thereupon, viz. 

^^ That Sir Leoiine Jenkins is duly elected:'^ 
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ipirhich was then agreed, and resolved by the 
House. 

June 3, \6S5. The House being informed that 
Mr. Juliiis Deeds, mayor of the borough and port 
of Hythe, hath returned himself a baron to serve 
in Parliament for the said borough and port. 

Ordered : " That the said Mr. Deeds have no- 
tice to attend in his place to-morrow at ten 
o'clock/' 

Mr. Deeds attending in his place, and giving 
the House some account of the election, and it 
appearing to the House that Mr. Julius Deeds 
was mayor of the town and port of Hythe, in the 
county of Kent ; and the precept was directed to 
the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of Hythe, and 
that Mr. Julius Deeds is returned by indenture 
from the mayor, jurats, and commonalty : 
• Resolved, newt, con., " That Mr. Julius Deeds 
is not duly elected a baron to serve in this present 
Parliament for this town and port :** and a new 
writ was ordered, &c. 

Nov. 97, 1708. A petition of Sir Philip Bo- 
teler, bart., complaining of an undue return of 
John Fane, esq., by Henry Deeds, esq. 

Ordered : ^^ That it be heard at the bar on the 
30th of April next." 

Nov. 18, 1709. A petition of the said Sir Phi- 
lip Boteler, the same in substance was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Privileges and Elec- 
tions to examine the matter, and report the same, 
with their opinion. 
■ Dec. 21. Petition withdraurn. 
"' 23. Ordered: ** That Mr. Speaker do 
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issue a warrant for a new writ for electing a 
baron to serve in this Parliament for this poit» in 
the room of the Honourable John Fane, esq., who 
accepted of an employment under her m^yesty. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of John Boteleraod 
William Berners, esq., complaining of an undue 
return of Lord Shannon and John Fane, esq., by 
treating and other uudue practices, and also par* 
tiality of the mayor. 

Jan. S7* Mr. Freeman reported from the said 
committee the matter as it appeared to them : 

'^ That the question was, whether the right ttf 
election is in the mayor, jurats, covmoa-couQcil, 
and freemen ; or in such of them only as inhabit in 
the said port, who paid scot and lot." 

Witnesses were heard, and the committee re« 
solved : 

1st, ^^ That the right of election of barons to 
serve in Parliament for this town and port is in the 
mayor, jurats, common-council, and freemen." 

The poll was, for Lord Shannon 20 — Mr. 
Fane 19 — Mr. Boteler \6 — Mr. Berners 14. 

The petitioner's counsel insisted on adding two, 
who demanded their freedom, and were refused — 
one of these was qualified. 

The petitioners excepted to four of the sitting 
members, as not having received the blessed sacra- 
ment: but it appeared two had received it. 

They then went on to disqualify several other 
of their votes for treating and bribery: and called 
Carter, who said the mayor went from house 
to house with his staff, to solicit votes ; and 
treated the whole corporation, on the 3Sth of Sep- 
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tember last, at Kennet's house ; and he then soli- 
cited votes for Lord Shannon and Mr. Fane : the 
invitation was four or five days before ; and the 
mayor paid above 40/. for the dinner ; and the pe- 
titioner and Mr. Boteler were there. 

Broughton and Pudman were heard as to treat- 
ing; also Godden, who said Mr. Bagnal, a minister, 
promised to lend him SO/, or SO/, for two or three 
years, without interest, if he would vote for Sir 
Philip Boteler's interest. 

3parks said Mr. Bagnall offered him one of the 
best bullocks in Romney Marsh to vote for Mr, 
Boteler ; and that Mr. Bagnall was one of his best 
customers, and he lost him for voting for the sitting 
members. The committee resolved : 

2d, " That Lord Shannon is duly elected/* ^ 

3rd, " That John Fane, esq., is duly elected.** 

The first resolution, in regard to the right of 
election, was, upon b^ing Wice read, agreed to by 
the House, The other two resolutions, being 
read twice, were disagreed to. 

Resolved : " That John Boteler and William 
Berners, esqrs., are duly elected.** And, 

Ordered the return to be amended. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of corporation, granted by Queen 
Elizabeth, it consists of a mayor, 13 jurats, and 
S4 common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Jan. 37i 1710. Is in the Mayor, Jurats^ Com* 
mon-counciladen« and Freemen. 
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Number of votbrs — 126. 
Returning officer- 'the Mayor. 
PAtRON — the Treasury. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The bailiff of this port was appointed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, till the 31st year of 
Henry VIII., whe.j the archbishop exchanged the 
manor of Saltwo<td, together with the bailiwick of 
Hythe, with thr king, for estates elsewhere. After 
which a bailill was appointed annually by the 
crown, till tlie reign of Elizabeth, who, in the 
17th year of her reign, granted it a particular char- 
ter of incorporation, by the name of mayor, jurats, 
and comn onalty, under which they still continue 
to bego\erned. 

The • orporation, out of whom are chosen two 
chamberlains and a town-clerk, with the assistance 
of 90 freemen, making in the whole 196, elect the 
two members ; out of which number, only twenty' 
twc are residents ; the remaining hundred and four 
biM'ng dispersed over different parts of the country. 
The charters of this corporation, as well as those 
of the other Cinque- Ports, were, in 1685, by the 
arbitrary command of Charles II., surrendered up 
to Colonel Strode, then governor of Dover Castle, 
and were never afterwards returned ; but thev are 
supposed to be in possession of government at this 
moment. 

The influence of this place is not so easily ma- 
naged as the insignificant corporations of Rye, 
Winchelsea, Hastings, Seaford, or Romney. One 
hundred and twenty-six electors, five-sixths of 
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whom are not immediately under the control or 
persecution of a treasury agent, cannot be trained 
to the word of command so easy as a dozen cus- 
tom house officers, or pensioners, upon the emo- 
luments of the sinecures. By one contrivarxce or 
other, however, government generally succeed in 
having both members constant in its interest. 

The corporation of Hythe is under the abso* 
lute direction of Mr. Robert Tournay, an attorney, 
who is every other year chosen mayor ; and, in 
spite of legal incapacity, unites with the office 
of chief magistrate that of town-clerk, thereby 
consolidating the master and servant in the same 
personal agency ; but, as pluralities of livings, as 
well as places, are sanctioned by the example of 
church and state, we must not suppose that the 
emoluments arising from the ministerial duties of 
one office can influence the judicial deportment 
of the other. 

The interest amongst the electors is nearly 
equally divided between government and Mr. 
White, one of the present members. Mr. Alder- 
man Sawbridge attempted the establishment of an 
independent interest ; but, while the representa- 
tion remains in its present debilitated form, such 
exertions, though they might succeed on a single 
occasion, can neither give permanency nor secu- 
rity to the freedom of election. 
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NEW ROMNEY, 

New Romnby is a borough end market- town, 
jn the lathe of Shepway, Kent, containing 1S9 
nouses and 755 inhabitants. The chief trade is the 
graaing of cattle on Romney Marsh, in the middle 
of which, on a hill, stands the town. The market 
is on Thursdays ; and it has a fair 81st of August. 

REPRBSENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This Cinque-Port first sent members to Parlia- 
ment when the others did. The memoirs relating 
to its elections we have met with are as follow : 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, John Brewer, esq., 
petitioned. — No report. 

1798. John Essington and David Papillon, 
esqrs., were declared not duly elected. 

1735. Sir Robert Austen, hart., and George 
Furnese, esq., petitioned. 

1736. The petition was discharged, at the de- 
sire of both parties, and a new writ ordered in the 
room of D. Papillon, esq., who made his election 
for Dover. 

CORPORATIOK. 

By charter of Queen Elizabeth, it ought to be 
governed by a mayor, IS jurats, and 26 common- 
councilmen.* 



* See the Appendix to the 10th vol. State Trials, in which 
are two trials containing much information on this corporation. 
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RIGHT OF KtKCTION 

Is in the Mayor, Jurats, and Commohalty. 

Number op voters — Eight; the rest of the 
freemen being disfranchised by Mr. Crewels bill. 

Returning officer — the Mayor, who Is al- 
ternately Mr. Coates or Mr. Walter, Sir Chol- 
mondely Deering's agents. 

Patkon — Sir Cholmotiddy D^^rlng. 

The number of places ih the pDi&d6sSlori of th6 
patron's friends^ and their rei&iidHs, fenders tti^ 
return of Treasury candidsites an indil»p6nsable 
duty. 

POLITICAL ClIAttAttER. 

This place enjoys the ^atfie exclusive privileges 
with the other Ports ; in addition to which it had 
a charter of incorporation from Edward III., by 
the style of the Barons of the Port of New Rom- 
ney ; afterwards by that of jurats and commonalty; 
and lastly^ by Queen Elizabeth, in the fifth year 
of her reign, by the style of the mayor, jurats, and 
commonalty ; at which time, by letters patent, 
$he ratified all the privileges they had enjoyed in 
the reign of Edward the Confessor, or at any other 
time. By the forms of this charter, th« corpora- 
tion is governed at this titne ; but the charter was 
seized, by order of King Charles II., in 1685, by 
Colonel Strode, and has never been returned'since. 

The corporation should consist, according to 
that charter, of a mayor, 12 jurats, 26 common- 
councilmen, and an indefinite number of freemen; 
but, as the patron of this, as well as the Other 
Cinque- Ports and boroughs, find a convenience in 

D D 2 
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not supplying the vacancies as corporators fall off, 
eight are deemed sufficient to exercise the same 
constitutional powers in this borough, which is 
deposited with three only at Winchelsea, and with 
six individuals at Rye. 

Sir Cholmondely Deeringhas, by a very simple 
method, possessed himself of an influence in this 
port, not easily to be rendered insecure. His pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood is tenanted out, wiih- 
out leasBy at very easy rents, to the electors ; who, 
feeling that gratitude which never fails to inspire 
those immediately interested in the present f>08ses- 
sion of a good thing, could not be so ungenerous 
as to oppose the inclination of a passive landlord, 
in so irifling a concern as that of the election of a' 
member of Parliament. 



WINCHELSEA. 

Winchelsea is a borough, market-town, and 
parish, in Sussex, containing 105 houses and 637 
inhabitants. The streets stand at right angles, 
and are divided into '3*i quarters. It has a trifling 
market on Saturday; and a fair on the 14th May. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This place sent burgesses to Parliament at the 
same time as the other Cinque-Ports. The me- 
moirs relating to its elections, which are in the 
Journals, are these : 

Petitions, &c. March 3, 1623. Mr. Gland- 
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vyle offered a report for this town, on complaint 
of Sir Alexander Temple, concerning illegal pro* 
ceedings of Paul Weyman, the mayor, when he 
was accused of threatening and terrifying some of 
the voters, and of unlawfully excluding others 
from giving their votes, and of other corrupt and 
indiscreet practices. 

Resolved upon the question: " That Mr. Finch 
is not duly elected.** 

Resolved : *' That the mayor of Winchelsea is 
convicted of the offences complained of in the pe- 
tition, hath committed a contempt and misde- 
meanor against this House, and that he he called 
in and heard before sentence.'* 

20. The mayor of this town brought to 

the bar, and on his knees severely reprimanded,, 
and sentenced to be committed to prison under 
the custody of the sergeant at arms, for a certain 
time, and afterwards to make submission on his 
knees, at the bar of the House of Commons, and 
again at Winchelsea in court, before the jurats and 
f)reemen. 

May 9S, 1634. Mr. Gland vyle reports for this 
town — The mayor there an intruder : disfranchised 
several persons that stood for Sir Alexander 
Temple. 

Committee clear of opinion, that the election of 
Mr. Finch good. 

Resolved : *' That Mr. John Finch was duly 
elected.** 

Oct. 16, 1666. A petition 6t Baptist May, esq. 

Jan. 9, 1667. Sir Job Charleton reported from 
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the Committee of Elections touching the electioDs 
for this port between Mr. May and Mr. Austin. 

Upon the petition it appeared, that the mayor 
of this town had not taken the sacrament, accord- 
ing to act of parliament, and therefore committee 
of opinion, ^^ That the return made by the mayor 
of the election of Mr. Austen was not good, but 
the election void. 

Which being debated, and the quettioo put, ta 
agree with the committee, that the return made by 
this town of the election of Mr. Austen to senre 
for that place was not good, but the election void. 
The House disagreed with the committee ; and, 

Resolved : ^^ That Mr. Austen was duly 
elected/' 

Feb* 6, 1677. A petition of Creshield Draper, 
esq., but not being signed by the petitioner, it was 
withdrawn. 

■ ■ ■■ 7. A petition of Creshield Draper, esq., 
complaining of an undue return of Sir John Banks. 

March 7. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
committee the state of the election for this port, 
and two votes of the committee. 

1. Resolved: *^ That Sir John Banks is not 
duly elected." 

2. '* That Chreshield Draper, esq., is duly 
elected.** 

Which two resolutions were agreed to by the 
House. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Robert Austeo, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Newport, esq., a consmissioner of the customs, 
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and unknown to the electors, and Robert Bristow, 
esq., by one Edward Martin, contrary to law, he 
being an officer in the customs, and taking upon 
himself the office of mayor, although the ju- 
rats of the said town pressed him to return the 
petitioner and Mr. Hayes. 

■ 17. A petition of John Hayes, esq., to a 

similar effect. 

87. The House proceeded to the hearing 

the merits of the said election ; and the counsel 
were called in on both sides, and were heard, and 
divers witnesses examined. 

Resolved : '^ That Thomas Newport and Robert 
Bristow, esqrs., are not duly elected.*' 

Resolved : ^^ That Robert Austen and John 
Hayes, esqrs., are not duly elected." 

Declared : '* That the late election of members 
to serve in this present Parliament for this town 
and port is a void election." 

Resolved: *' That John Dunmall, agent of Ro- 
bert Bristow, esq., is guilty of bribery in the late 
election of members to serve in this Parliament 
for this town and port. 

Ordered : '^ That the said John Dunmall be, 
for his said offence, taken into the custody of the 
sergeant at arms attending the House." 

Resolved : '^ That Mr. Edward Martin, mayor 
of this town and port, is guilty of threats and 
indirect practices, in order to procure an election 
of members to serve in this present Parliament for 
this town.'* 

Ordered : '^ That the said Mr. Edward Martin 
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be, for his said offence, taken info the custody of 
the sergeant at arms attending the House/' 

Ordered : ^' That no writ do issue this sessions 
for electing any members to serve in this Parlia- 
ment for this town and port/* 

Resolved: ^^ That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his majesty's most honorable privy coun- 
cil, that he will order that the isaid Edward Martin 
be turned out of all his employments in his ma- 
jesty's customs." 

Nov. 4, 1702. A petition of Robert Austen, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of James 
Hayes made by the mayor of this town, by divers 
undue practices. — No report. 

Dec. I, 1710. A petition of William Penn and 
Richard Jones, esqrs., complaining of an undue 
return of Robert Bristowv esq., and Sir Francis 
Dashwood, by bribery, treating, threatening, and 
other illegal proceedings, and by the mayor, who 
took on himself the office of mayor, though he was 
not qualified, not having received the sacrament 
within the limited time by law. 

Dec. 8, 1711. A petition of the said Mr. Penn 
and Mr. Jones, in substance the same as the for- 
mer. 

Feb. 7, 1712. Mr. Freeman reported from the 
committee the matter as it appeared unto them — 
That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen. 

For the sitting members it was insisted, that the 
freemen who had been absent above 12 months 
had no right without a re-admission. 
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And also for the petitioners, that freemen of 
this port are in the nature of common-counciltnen, 
and ought to qualify themselves, by receiving the 
sacrament according to the Corporation Act. 

The poll was for the petitioners, each 13 — sit- 
ting members, each 10. 

That the matter of the petition as to Mr. Jones 
was absolutely waved. 

For Mr. Penn witnesses were called, and coun- 
sel objected to seven votes of the sitting members 
for not having qualified themselves. 

The committee resolved, 1st, " That the free- 
men of this port are not obliged to qualify them- 
selves by receiving the sacrament according to the 
Corporation Act.** 

To prove ill practices to gain votes for the sit- 
ting members. Cooper said, Ashdown told him, that 
he and Giles, sen., who was then present, had 30/. 
each for their votes at the former election, and the 
women had half a guinea each ; that about three 
or four months before the last election, they com- 
plained they had not received their money ; but 
about ten days before the election, Ashdown 
owned he had received it. 

Newman said, Sir Francis Dashwood asked him 
for his vote, and told him he would use him as well 
as the others ; that he had 30/. of Mr. Copeland 
for his vote at the former election for Sir Francis 
Dashwood and Mr. Bristow ; that he gave his 
note for the money, but Copeland told him it 
should never be called for ; that when Sir Francis 
asked his vote in the election^ he mentioned the 
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note to Sir Francis, and said he would not aiways^ 
have it over his head ; and thereupon Sir Francis 
said he could do nothing in it at present, but that 
he should fare as well as any other man ; that 
Martin is a eustoni-house officer, and bad a letter 
to direct his vote from the commissionera. 

Battle and Hooper spoke as to promises of bri- 
bery against Sir Francis Dashwood. 

The committee resolved, " That Sir Francis 
Dashwood, knt. and hart., and Robert Bristow, 
esq., were duly elected :^ to which the House 
agreed. 

Feb. 6, 1748. Sir Arthur Croft, bart., and se- 
veral electors of the said borough, petitioned, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the 
borough of Leominster J which was referred to the 
Committee of Electors, before which committee 
the said petitioners are now depending; and that 
the said Sir Arthur Croft, bart., hath since been 
elected and returned a baron to serve for the port 
of Winchelsea, upon a late vacancy, and that he 
hath this day taken his place for the said port. 

Ordered : ^' That a committee be appointed to 
search precedents, in relation to a petitioner's 
claiming a seat in this House for one place, and 
who is afterwards elected for another place pending 
such petition, and that they do make report thereof 
to the House ; and a committee was accordingly 
appointed.'* 

Ordered : ** That it be also an instruction to the 
said committee, that they do search precedents in 
cases of such election, where the iirst election is 
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in favour of such candidate controverted upon the 
petition of the electors, and make a report thereof 
to the House. 

April 162 1739. Resolved: ''That a person 
petitioning, and thereby claiming a seat 10 this 
House for one place, is capable of being elected 
and returned for another place pending such elec- 
tion. 

1741. Edmund Hun^te Beaghan and Samuel 
Jeake, esqrs., petitioned.-^Withdrew their peti- 
tions. 

1768. Sir Thomas Sewell and Richard Burton 
Philipson, esq., petitioned, but afterwards with- 
drew the same. 

CORPORATION, 

When complete, consists of a mayor and 13 
jurats ; this body seldomy in fact, exceeds four or 
five, 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. II, 1711* The Freemen of the port of 
Winchelsea are not obliged to qualify themselves 
by receiving the sacrament, according to the Cor- 
poration Act. 

According to the gld cuatumal, and the true 
cQUBtitution of the place, every son of a freeman 
ancl every freeholder were entitled to their freedom. 

NqitfPBR OP VOTKHa— 7* 

Mr. Martin is allowed two hundred pounds a 
year for the managepien^ of the borough, and for 
keeping tb# votfK in good order. 

It is suppoM^) tbM the only g^Pd voters io this 
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place are the elder Martin and Tree ; as young 
Martin lives in London, and the rest are placemen. 

The newly made junto are only fictitiously rated; 
do not reside, and, on account of divers informalities 
in their appointment to their freedoms, it is pre- 
sumed they might be disfranchised with great 
ease. 

Returning officers — the Mayor. The fee 
of the mayor at an election is two hundred pounds ! 

Proprietor— Earl of Darlington. 

POLITICAL character. 

Were we to set forth at length, all the in- 
stances of corruption, venality and profligacy, that 
have come to our knowledge in having traced the 
election history of this borough, it would much 
exceed the space we can allot to the account of 
any individual place, in this work. Some of the 
most remarkable, however, we shall point out, 
and recite as much at length as our room will ad- 
mit of. In the year 1623, Paul Wymond,the mayor, 
having been convicted of threatening and terrifying 
some of the voters, and of unlawfully excluding 
others from giving their votes, and of other cor- 
rupt and indiscreet practices, was placed at the 
bar of the House of Commons as a delinquent, and 
was there severely reprimanded, and sentenced to 
be committed to prison, under the custody of the 
sergeant at arms, for a certain time, and afterwards 
to make submission on his knees, at the bar of 
the House of Commons, and again at Winchelsea, 
in court, before the jurats and freemen. 

In the year 1702, Mr. Edwards, the mayor, for 
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the same improper conduct as his predecessor, 
Paul Wymond, was taken into custody ; was re- 
primanded in the same disgraceful manner; and, 
in consequence of a resolution of the House of 
Commons, was turned out of all his places in the 
customs^ notwithstanding every effort was made 
by the treasury bench, whose tool and creature 
he was, to protect him from the vengeance of the 
legislature. 

In the year 1703, two petitions were presented 
against undue returns, on the ground of bribery. 
In 1711, it appeared in evidence, to a committee 
of the House of Commons, that Sir Francis Dash- 
wood had paid 30/. to each of those who voted 
for him, besides giving a douceur to all the wives 
and daughters of freemen. 

' ' Winchelsea may be considered as having been 
wholly a treasury borough, till the year 17'54, 
when the late Arnold Nesbit, esq.., an Irish gen- 
tleman, and till then entirely unknown in this 
place, was returned by the then minister, the 
Duke of Newcastle. Mr. Nesbit began immedi- 
ately to make purchases to a considerable amount 
of estates within the town, and in the neighbour- 
hood, with a view of securing to himself thereby a 
control over the borough in future. In this pro- 
ject he succeeded so far, as to establish fully the 
command over ofie of the seats, and, occasionally, 
when he chanced to be well with the treasury, 
over both. 

About the year 1762, Mr. Nesbit, being at that 
time in opposition, a violent attack was made by 
government on this borough, under the auspices 
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of the late £ari of EgremOnt, who bid a large estate 
in the neighbourhood, in order to bring it back to 
Its former allegiance to the treasury. — This con- 
test gave birth to the famous Wincbelsea causes, 
set forth at length in the second volume of Bur- 
row's reports. The Nesbit interest was, upon the 
whole, successful upon this occasion. The Troa* 
sury have since made some other rude attacks on 
the Nesbit interest, in which they have at times 
so far succeeded, as to return one member. 

In the course of these conflicts, which frere of 
long continuance, and of course very expensive, 
the death of the Earl of Egremont took place, and, 
in consequence a temporary deficiency of cash ; 
Mr. Wardroper, the treasury agent, who was then 
in the office of town -clerk, having occasion for 
larger sums of money to carry on the battle, than 
it was convenient for government to supply him 
with, actually pawned the charters, custumal, and 
all the records of the corporation, with a Mr. Wil- 
son, an understrapper to the minister ; at a con- 
venient season, the pledge was redeemed by the 
treasury, where it was, till very lately, in safe 
keeping. 

Since the transfer of the borough, to the late 
Mr. Barwell, it is probable that the purchasers, 
who were entirely at the devotion of the ministrj', 
may have possessed themselves of the instruments 
and documents above-mentioned, as they, event- 
ually, may be of great consequence; though, upon 
the whole, if this be the case, it is highly probable, 
that the fate of the custumal of Hastings, (annihi- 
lated by fire) will await the charters and records 
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of Winchelsea. We pledge otifselves for the au- 
thenticity of this anecdote. 

The late Arnold Nesbit, esq., bavingdied indebted 
to the crown, to the amount of nearly 100,000/. and 
otherwise much embarrassed in his circumstances 
(to which his expenses, at this place, not a little 
contributed, as be had the character of being a li- 
beral pay-master to his virtuous constituents,) a 
decree for the sale of all his property was made by 
the court of chancery for the benefit of his credi- 
tors. Mr. J. Nesbit then member for Gatton, 
(conscious that ' his consequence in this place 
wholly depended on the estate, which the world 
had hitherto supposed to have descended to him 
from his uncle, free from any incumbrance what- 
ever) a* very short time before the promulgation of 
this fatal decree in chancery, entered into a treaty 
with the Earl of Darlington, and with Mr. Barwell, 
the nabob, and owner of Tregony, for the Sale of 
this boroagh. At first a much larger price was 
required of them than they were willing to give. 
After many difficulties about the mode of payment 
and transfer, ad with Mr. Nesbitt time was press- 
ing, a bai^in was struck, and the price agreed for 
ISfiOOL which, considering the present market 
price, may, upon the whole, be considered as a 
cheap purchase, especially as immediate posses- 
sion was given. Taking 5,000/. to be the market 
price at the last general election, the fee of the fu- 
ture good Will of the borough st&nds the purchasers 
in about 9j500l. a piece. 

Where the right of voting in a borough depettd§ 
Aipon properly, as in a freehold or burgage- 
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hold borough, it is easy to conceive that the seats 
in Parliament may be merchantable commodities; 
but, as the elective francliise in this place is not 
connected with property, but depends upon free- 
dom, it is probable, that in the sale above alluded 
to, the voters themselves, like so many beasts in 
a pen at Smitlifield, were bartered in the transfer. 

But what is not a little curious; it is certain 
that the bargain was made, and terms fully settled 
and agreed upon between the parties, without the 
consent, knowledge, or privity of any one of the 
voters. They, however, concluded, that their 
customary fee of a hundred pound per man, wouid 
be paid to the electors, either by their present or 
former owners ; in truth, this point had not been 
properly adjusted between them, and the freemen 
of Winchelsea were referred irom one party to the 
other, for upwards of two years, without being 
satisfied in ther demands ; at length they began to 
shew some serious signs of discontent, and even of 
revolt; insomuch, that their presentowners thought 
it prudent to comply with their request, and let 
them have the long delayed douceur. 

At the time of the sale of the borough of Win- 
chelsea, the state of the corporation was as follows: 

JURATS. 

Mr. Thomas Martin, commander-in-chief. 

Richard Lamb, his nephew ; a riding officer. 

Mr. Stace, a riding officer, and has a farm late 
Nesbitt's, then Barwell's, now the Earl of Dar- 
lington's. 
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VRKSMBK. 

Bei^jdtnin Tree, mace-bearer and chattibertoin to 
•the corporation. 

Stephens, surveyor of customs. 

Martin, jun. son to the commander. 

Butler, comptroller of customs; he, hav- 
ing been in opposition to Mr. Nesbitt, did not 
constitute a part of the sale. 

Since the sale, the following additions have 
been made to the corporation : 

JURATS. 

Captain Coffin, brother-in-law, to Harwell. 

Scholey. 

Lord Barnard (son of Lord Darlington) and Mr. 
Barwell, the then members. 

Mr. Douce, partner with Mr. Loyd, the attor- 
ney who managed the sale. 

Paddy, an American refiigte, living at\ 

Windsor. 

Perry Coffin, brother to Mrs. Barwell. 

A short time previous to the sale, Mr. Nesbit 
made a lease of all his property in this town, con- 
sisting of about fifty houses and tenements, to the 
members ; which, as it was without the consent 
of the mortgagees, and other claimants on the 
estate, cannot be of any yalidity. As it is neces- 
sary that every voter should be rated, to get posp 
session of these houses, either by lease or purchase, 
was of great consequence. At the sale before the 
master in chancery, this town lot was knocked 
down to Mr. Coffin, as agent toBarwell^for I,SOO/. 

PART II. VOL. Ill, B B 
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a Mr. Hull opened the biddings for ihe benefit of 
creditors, who was the best bidder at 3,O00/. Mr. 
Barweil, finding thftt the fate of his borough, very 
much more than he imagined, depended on secur- 
ing this lot, made application to the chancellor 
for a third sale; which request (strange to relate) 
was complied with. 

The Earl of Darlington has now purchased the 
property which belonged to the late Mr. Barweil, 
and is become sole proprietor of the borough. 



RYE, 

Rye is a market-town and parish in the hua- 
dred of Gostrow, rape of Hastings, Sussex, 63 
miles from London, containing 389 houses S,1S7 
inhabitants, viz. 960 males and 1,327 females, of 
whom 307 were returned as being employed in 
trade. This place is not one of the original Cinque- 
Ports, but together with Winchelsea was annexed 
to them before the reign of Henry III. ks mar- 
kets are on Wednesdays and Fridays ; and its fairs 
on Whit Monday and 10th August. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The first return we meet with of representatives 
for this place was in the 42nd of Edward HI.— 
The memoirs of the elections and members in that 
respect are these. 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 22, 1688. A petitionof 
Sir John Austin, couiplaining of an undue election 
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and return of barohs to setve in this convention for 
this town. 

Jan. 26. A petition of Peter Gott, esq., com* 
plaining of art nridiie election and ttturn of bur- 
gesses or barons, &c. • ^ ^^^ 

April 1, 1689. Col. Birch reported the matter 
upon the petrtion of Sir John Austin, against 
Thomas Frewen, esq., concerning the election for 
this town ; that the question was, *' Whether the 
right of election of barons to s*rv^ in Parliamefnt 
for this town, was in the freemen that were resi- 
dent in the town only ; or in the freemen of the 
town that are not resident there, as well as those 
that are resident in the same." 

For the petitioner the counsel insisted, that the 
petitioner had sixteen unquestionable votes ; and 
Mr. Frewen but twenty-one, but five of them- 
were made by Mr. Crouch and four by Mr. Rad- 
ford who were not lawful mayors, and conse- 
quently they were not freemen : subtracting 
these from Mr. Frewen's poll there would only 
twelve remain, and so Sir John would have the 
majority. 

For Mr. Frewen it was insisted that the question 
was only, ** Whether the foreign freemen had a right 
to vote as well as the residents ; and it was not 
material, whether they were made by a mayor cfe 
facto or dejure^ 

Dori ngton delivered in a poll; and said, in all 
there polled for Mr. Frewen twenty-six, viz. 
twenty-one resident freemen and five foreign; that 
he heard there were two others who would have 
voted for Mr. Frewen, but they did not come ia 

£ E 9 
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nor were they polled, the door being uhuU (as 
usual at the elections) but it was not locked ; that 

he was made free by Mr. Radford. 

The oath of freemen was read» whereby they 
swear to pfay scot and lot. Upon the whole the 
oommittee resolved : 

1st. That the right of election of barons to serye 
for this ancient town is in the freemen, that are 
resident in the said town only. 

Snd. That Thomas Frewen, esq., is not duly 
elected a baron to serve in this present Parliament 
for this town. 

3rd. '' That Sir John Austin, bart«, is duly 
elected." 

The said three resolutions being twice read were 
agreed to by the House, and the mayor ordered 
forthwith to attend and amend the return. 

March 94. A petition of Caleb Banks and 
Thomas Frewen, esqrs., complaining of an undue 
return of Sir John Austin and Sir John Dorrell. 

Oct. G, 1690. The same petition in substance 
was again read. 

Nov. 12. Mr. Grey reported the matter on the 
said petition thus, *^ It was agreed the right of 
election was in the mayor, jurats, and freemen of 
this port ;" Dorrington delivered in a copy of a 
poll which he said he took by order of the peti- 
tioners, for Sir John Austin 19 — Sir John Dorrell 
17 — the petitioners each 18. 

That, as to the exceptions, the matter was thus: 
there was a dispute between one Thomas Tourney 
and one Crouch, about the mayoralty of this town; 
and it was heard before the king and council ; and 
the king determined for Crouch^ and commanded 
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him to go down and act as mayor, whereupon 
be went down, and called an assembly ; and \>y 
consent of the majority of the freemen, made se- 
veral new freemen, six whereof voted for the pe- 
titioners. That after the making of these new 
freemen, Mr. Tourney was, by mandamus^ restored 
to the office of mayor ; and calls an assembly, in 
which the freemen, who were made in Crouch's 
time were disfranchised, as not being admitted 
according to custom, there being no mayor dejure 
at that time. Afterwards Mr. Tourney called an- 
other assembly, where the said new freemen being 
-excluded, he admitted, with the consent of the 
majority of the old freemen, several others ; nine 
of whom voted for the sitting members. 

That one Gribble who voted, for the sittii^ 
members, was proved to be made free by bis fiither's 
copy, though his father was discharged by the 
commissioners for regulating of corporations. 

That Tutty and Jeke, sen., who voted for them 
also, were discharged in like manner. Upon the 
whole, the committee resolved : 

1st. <« That Thomas Gribble, Thomas Tutty, and 
Samuel Jeke, sen., being discharged by the com- 
missioners appointed by the act for regulating 
corporations, have a right to vote in electing ba- 
rons to serve in Parliament for this port. 

3nd. ^' That Sir John Austin is duly elected a 
baron to serve in Parliament for this port. 

Srd. '' That Sir John Dorrell is duiv elected: 
the said resolutions being twice read were agreed 
untd by the House. 

Oct. 94| 1709. A petition of Edward South- 
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well, esq., complaioing of an undue return of 
Thomas Fagg and Joseph Offley, esqrs., by parti- 
ality of Francis Young the then mayor and other 
undue proceedings. 

Dec. 19i Mr. Bromley, according to order, re- 
ported the matter as follows, viz. that the poll was 
agreed to be thus, for Mr. Fagg 40— Mr. Offley 
38 — Mr. Southwell S5. — The counsel for the. pe- 
titioner insisted that the right of election was only 
in the mayor, jurats, and in the freemen inhabit- 
ing in the port, and paying scot and lot. 

That the counsel tor the sitting members denied 
resicfency to be necessary or the paying scot and 
lot. 

That as to the point of residency evidence was 
given, and not pretended to be contradicted unless 
in an instance or two, of gentljemen, who had 
served in several Parliaments for the said port and 
did not inhabit there, and yet, at the next election 
after such service, had been allowed to vote. That 
as to paying scot and lot, the oath of freemen was 
produced ; where among other things, every free- 
man swears to pay all scots and lots which shall 
be due, or happen to be due or granted to be le- 
vied, within this port. 

Afterwards witnesses were called who spoke as 
to the matter, and the committee resolved : 

1st. " That the right of election of barons to 
serve in Parliament for this port, is only in the 
roayor, jurats, and in the freemen inhabiting in 
the said port, and paying scot and lot. 

That the right of election being thus settled, 
the petitioners' counsel excepted against twenty- 



RYE. 42» 

three who voted for the sitting members ; five of 
whom they said were dissenters, (viz. Mr. Joseph 
Tucker, John Hickmal, John Dixon, Daniel San- 
down, and John Wate,) and had not received the 
sacrament within a year before they were made 
free ; and therefore were not qualified, according tO: 
the Corporation Act, 13 Car. II. to be freemen of 
the port ; since, by the constitution thereof, all 
fi'eemen are concerned in the government of it. 

To this it was answered, that all the freemeo 
had aright to be summoned to their assemblies; 
at which meetings, all matters relating to the go- 
vernment of the port are transacted. 

It was urged, that the election for barons to 
serve in Parliament was not at these assemblies, 
but at another court, called the hundred court ; 
and they used to vote there. 

It was replied, that the same persons who con- 
stituted the courtofassembl]es,likewiseconstituted 
the hundred court; and that, if they had no right- 
to be members of the one they could not be mem- 
bers of the other, nor consequently to vote there* 

That it was further offered for the petitioner, 
that there were three ways of making freemen for 
this port, viz. the eldest sons of freemen, born after 
their fathers were made free, had a right at twenty- 
one years of age, and might demand their freedom. 
2dly. Every mayor might make one. .idly. Any 
person might be made free with the consent of the 
majority of the freemen at an assembly ; but the 
usage of this port wasj that if any person, so put 
up to be made free, was rejected, he could not be 
put up again in the same mayoralty. 



4)24 CINQUE-PORTS. 

That several witnesses were called to prove this 
usage, and no evidence to the contrary, but in the 
case of Allen Olive, who was rejected, and ittade 
free afterwards in the same mayoralty, and to this 
it was replied, he was made free as the mayor's 
freeman. 

That then evidence was given of four who had 
been rejected at the last year, and were put op 
again, and made free in the same mayoralty ; and 
that these four, with the five dissenters, made 13 
others free by the majority of their votes, who, it 
was insisted, were not, therefore, daly made Aiee* 
men. 

One who voted for the sitting members was ex- 
(cepted to for not paying scot and lot. 

Then they proceeded to prove indirect practices, 
and called Osborn and Hicknall, who aaid Lord 
Aahbumham came to this town, and treated the 
iVeemed about a month before the election, and 
before the dissolution of the last Parliament; that 
he then recommended the petitioner to them, and 
told them that would be the way to have a good 
harbour, and to have convoys and protections ; in 
which the petitioner, being at court, would be 
more capable than another to serve them ; and 
said some of their neighbours told them they had 
protections. 

They further said they could except to several 

who voted for the petitioner, as having not re- 
ceived the sacrament. 

Upon the whole the committee resolved : 

1st, '^ That Thomas Fagg, esq., is duly elected." 

2d, *' That Joseph Offley, esq,, is not duly 

elected.*' 
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Srd, •« That Edward Sotithwell, esq., is duly 
elected/* 

Whi^b said three resolutions were agreed unto 
by the House, and the return ordered to be 
amended. 

Nov. S, 1705. A petition of Charles Fagg and 
Phillips Gibbon, esq., complaining of an undue 
return of Edward Southwell and Philip Herbert, 
esq., by partiality of Mr. Nicholas Mannouch, the 
then mayor, and other illegal proceedings^ 

Dec. 4, 1706. A petition of Thomas Fagg and 
Philips Gibbon, in substance the same with the 
former. 

Jan. «3, 1707. Mr. Compton reported the mat- 
ter upon the said petition thus : — ^That upon the 
poll the numbers were, for the petitioners 19 — for 
the sitting members 91. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, jurats, and freemen, paying scot and 
lot, resident within the port, and who had been 
resident twelve months before the election. 

That the petitioners' counsel inisted, that one 
person who had polled for the sitting members 
had no right to vote ; and six others, who were 
refused by the mayor, (as not qualified,) ought to 
be added to the petitioners' poll, which would 
give them a majority. 

That there are three ways of admitting free- 
men: — I. Eldest sons of freemen, at 91 years o^ 
age, have a right. — 9. The mayor has a right to 
name one ; and all others are to be proposed 
by the mayor in the assembly, and approved by 
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the majority of the freemen preseut : and thus 
much was admitted by the petitioners' counsel. 

But for the sitting members the counsel insisted, 
that the freemen assisting at a court of assembly, 
being in the nature of a common-council, ought 
to qualify themselves according to the Corporation 
Act; and further, that in case any one has been 
proposed to the assembly to be made free, and re- 
fused, he cannot be proposed again in the same 
mayoralty. 

The committee resolved : 

1st, '^ That Edward Southwell, esq., is not duly 

elected." 

« 

2d. " That Philip Herbert, esq^, is not duly 
elected." 

3rd. " That Charles Fagg, esq., is duly elected. 

4th. ^'ThatPhilipsGibbon,esq., is duly elected. 

The two first resolutions, being read a second 
time, were disagreed unto by the House.*' 

Nov. 10, 1707. The House being moved, 
that several clauses in the act of the 4th and 5th 
years of her majesty's reign, entitled, ** An act for 
the better security of her majesty's person and 
government, and of the succession to the crown 
of England in the Protestant line" (relating to 
disabling several officers to sit in Parliament>) 
might be read. 

The same were read accordingly. 

Resolved: *' That every person who, by an act 
of the first session of the last Parliament, entitled, 
" An act for the better security of her majesty's 
person and government, and of the succession to 
the crown of England in the Protestant line," is 
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disabled, from and after the dissolution or deter- 
mination of the said Parliament, to sit or vote as 
a member of the House of Commons, in any Par- 
liament to be thereafter holden, is, by virtue of 
the said act, incapable of sitting or voting as a 
member of the House of Commons in this present 
Parliament. 

Ordered ; *' That the commissioners of sick and 
wounded do lay before the House a list of the 
names of the commissioners of the sick and 
wounded." 

Ordered : ** That Mr. Speaker do issue his writ 
for electing a baron to serve in this Parliament for 
this port in the room of Philip Herbert, esq., he 
being a commissioner of the sick and wounded 
since the commencement of this Parliament. ' 

Nov. ^5, 170s. A petition of Edward vSouth- 
well nnd John Ashburnham, esq., complaining of 
an undue return of Philips Gibbon, esq., and Sir 
John Norris. — No report. 

Dec. 1, 1700. Edward Southwell and John 
Ellis, esqrs., petitioned against the return of Sir 
John Norris and Philips Gibbon, esq. 

Feb. ir, 1711. Mr. Freeman reported the mat- 
ter upon the said petition : — That the poll was 
thus : — For the sitting members 29 — for the peti- 
tioners 17. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, jurats, and freemen inhabiting in the 
port, paying scot and lot. 

Resolved, 1st, ^^ That four having been pro- 
posed to be made free, and rejected, at a court of 
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assembly, and afterwards made free ia the same 
mayoralty. 

That upon this resolution it was admitted that 
John Dodd, Edward W^ilmhurst, and William 
Chiswell, three other of the sitting meaibers' 
voters, are not good votes. 

That the petitioners' counsel excepted to four 
otberS) as being made freemen by a majority of 
fireemen who were dissenters, and not qualified 
themselves by receiving the sacrament. 

Sd. Resolved : ^^ That it is not necessary that 
the freemen of this port should qualify themselves 
according to the Corporation Act before they we 
allowed to vote in the assembly^oourt of the said 
port." 

The petitioners' counsel then excepted to five 
others. 

The committee resolved : 

3rd. " That Sir John Norris, knt., is duly 
elected." 

4th. " That Philips Gibbon, esq., is duly 
elected." 

The four several resolutions being read twice 
were agreed to by the House. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Samuel Lynn 
and John Chamberlayne, esqrs., complaining of 
an undue return of Sir John Norris and Philips 
Gibbon, esq., by Mr. Walter Walters, not a legal 
mayor, who admitted and procured, by threats and 
bribery, and undue practices, several persons to 
vote for the said Sir John Norris and Mr. Gibbon 
who had no right, and denied several who had an 
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undoubted right, to vote for the petitioners, and 
other illegal practices. 

March 4. Petition withdrawn. 

CORPORATION 

Ought to consist of a mayor and IS jurats ; at 
present there are only a mayor and four jurats. 
The office of mayor is constantly filled up by the 
Lambs, father and son. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Dec. 9, 1709. Is only in the Mayor, Jurats, 
and Freemen, inhabiting in the port of Rye, and 
paying scot and lot. 

Feb. 17, 1710. Thomas Hills, W. W., T. B.^ 
and J. Y., having been proposed to be made free, 
and rejected at a court of assembly, and afterwards 
made free in the same mayoralty, are not legal free- 
men of the port of Rye. 

It is not necessary that the freemen of the port 
of Rye should qualify themselves according to the 
Corporation Act, before they be allowed to vote 
in the assembly court of the said port. 

It appears from the old custumal of Rye, still 
in existence, that the right of voting formerly be- 
longed of course to every person possessed of a 
freehold within the corporation, and to every sod 
of a freeman ; there was, besides, a third way of 
obtaining the freedom of this town, viz. by re- 
demption. But, by the contrivance and ma- 
noeuvres of the agents of the Treasury, this consti- 
tution has of late years been wholly changed. By 
a determination of the House of Commons in 1709, 
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(which is the last we find upon the subject), 
it appears, that the right of election for barons 
to serve in Parliament for this port, is in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen, inhabiting in the said 
. port, and paying scot and lot. But here a great 
and important question suggests itself: Who are 
the people that are entitled to their freedom ? As 
to this point there has been no determination. — If 
this should ever be put feirly in issue, the probable 
result would be, that the right is, at this day, as 
set forth in the old custumal, notwithstanding the 
usurpation and innovations of modern days. At 
this time the practice is, to admit freemen upon 
the following grounds only ; viz. eldest sons of 
freemen, at the age of twenty-one are allowed to 
have a right ; the mayor has aright to name one on 
coming into office; the others are to be proposed 
by him in the assembly, and approved by the ma- 
jority of freemen present. From the account given 
by Carevv, of some contested election at this place, 
it appears, that the number of freemen was, till 
very lately, about 50 \ but at present it is found 
expedient to keep the number much lower, in 
order that the claimants to a portion of the good 
things produced by an election may be as few as 
decency will admit. Should the eldest son of a 
freeman have the presumption to demand his birth- 
right of the corporation, if he be a poor man, it is 
refused him; if he chance to be in a superior situ- 
ation, he is persuaded, if possible, to be made the 
mayor's freeman the year ensuing ; the object of 
which manoeuvre is, to erase, if possible, all traces 
of a right to freedom by birth. If the son of a 



hYE. *31 

freeman chance at any time, either before or after 
his father's admission, to have a brother born be- 
fore him, and by whose death he becomes the 
efdest, his right is (ridiculously enough) utterly 
denied ; because, forsooth, he is not the Jirst born^ 
which the corporation insist is the meaning of the 
eldest son. 

It is very unusual to make more than the 
mayor's annual freeman in the course of a year, 
who is, invariably, a person advanced in years, art 
old bachelor, or a man not likely to have progeny; 
by which means the future claims of an eldest son, 
who perchance might not be so well-disposed to 
submit to the doctrines of passive obedience as 
the father, are effectually guarded against. 

Poverty is another essential qualification to the 
oflSce of a freeman of this port. A person in an 
independent situation of life, might, by possibility, 
object to some things which are expected of him; 
but the danger of being turned out of place, or of 
being called upon to pay the money due from him 
on bond, compel an indigent man to the most im- 
plicit obedience. 

It is a very common custom in this, as well as 
the other ports, to lend small sums upon bond, 
which are never put in force, unless symptoms of 
disobedience appear in the obligor ; in which case 
the penalty of the obligation is rigorously de- 
manded ; when, if the debt be not immediately 
discharged, imprisonment is the certain conse* 
quence. 

Number of voters— m*; all made free since 
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Mr. Crewe's bill ; the rest of the jurats and free- 
men were all disqualified by that bill. 

Retcjrning officer — the Mayor. 

Patron — Thomas Davies Lamb, esq,j for the 
Treasury • 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This is one of those places usually, though 
somewhat improperly, called a Cinque-Port. It 
was, with the neighbouring town of Winchelsea, 
annexed as a member of the Cinque-Ports, gene- 
rally, (but not of Hastings in particular, as is com- 
monly, but erroneously, supposed,) befidre the 
lime of Henry HI. ; in a charter of which king, 
these two places are denominated nobiliora mefn^' 
bra Quinque Portuum. — ^They have enjoyed, from 
all antiquity, the peculiar appellation of the two 
ancient towns, and are possessed, in every respect, 
of equal franchises, immunities, and privileges, 
with the original Cinque-Ports. 

Rye was burnt by the French in the time of 
Richard H., and again in the S6th of Henry YI., 
in one of which fires it is supposed that the <^ 
records and charters of this town perished, as none 
older than the 37th of this king, except some frag- 
ments, are at this day to be found. 

Before Mr. Crewe's bill, this place was, in the 
strictest sense of the appellation, a Treasury bo- 
rough, all the treemen, with scarcely an exception, 
being possessed of places in some revenue depart- 
ment. Since this bill has passed, it has become 
absolutely necessary to make a small addition to 
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the usual number of freemen, in order that there 
may be some people duly qualified to go through 
the formal part of the farce of an election to re* 
turn members to Parliament ; all which new-made 
freemen, who are not ostensibly holders of a place, 
are quartered upon, and, in a certain degree, di* 
vide the profits with, those who are in possession 
of the more lucrative posts. 

' At this place there is a custom-house, with a very 
large establishment ; a custom-house boat as it is 
called, whose crew consists wholly of landsmen, 
and who are of course all freemen ; and seven 
riding officers in the service of the customs, a cut- 
ter is likewise stationed here under pretence of 
cruising against the smugglers, but in truth, by 
way of giving additional influence to the Treasury; 
and here we must not omit to remark, that this 
vessel is actually employed and paid by the Trea- 
sury, and is immediately under its control, though 
it is usually called a custom-house cutter ; there 
is but one other vessel in the kingdom thus pecu- 
liarly circumstanced. 

"This cutter, which is named the Stag, is com- 
manded by Captain William Haddock, who alone 
has freemen quartered on him to the amount of 
3iO/. a year. However, it is clear that his place 
will bear this incumbrance, as he is rapidly making 
a very large fortune. This gentleman, being very 
active and diligent in his professional pursuits as a 
revenue officer, the emolument accruing to this 
vessel by means of its captures from the smugglers, 
and of its pay from the Treasury, being very large, 
serves as an inexhaustible fund for the quartering 
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those freemen upon, who either ha^e no places, 
or who do not think the ordinary profits of then 
sufficiently ample. 

~^ This town, being situated at a considerable dis- 
tance from the sea, could not have any particulsr 
occasion for fortifications ; however, it has been 
thought expedient of late y^ars to eiect a oouirie of 
forts, which have of course their proper oficers, 
gunners, and assistants ; here arises another op- 
portunity for gorermnent influence. In addition 
to the above, Rye has the usual exdse and post- 
office establishments which toke place in other 
towns. 

We iBtist not here omit to make mention of the 
new harbour of Rye ; for the making of whicht an 
act was passed about seventy years since. The only 
real object of which statute was the giving addi- 
tional force to Tressury patronage and iniueoce. 
After much labour and expense, the new harbour 
was wholly abandoned io the year 1778 ; notwith- 
standing which circumstance, the enormous tax 
of two-pence per ton on all vessels of this king- 
dom, as often as they paas the Streigbts of Dover, 
is still continued. The mode in which the pro- 
duce of this vast burthen on the commerce of the 
nation is now applied is well worth the investiga- 
tion of Parliament: certain it is, that all the offi- 
cers) artisans, and workmen, (most of whom are 
freemen,) still continue to enjoy their pensieas 
and salaries, though their places are now becoBe* 
in the strictest sense of the word, sinecures. 

The conduct and management of this eaormous 
mass of influence is vested in Mr. Tbcimas Lattb» 
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who has beeo for a long time paat agent and first 
officer of tiie Treaaary in thie bonougli ; to which 
post he succeeded on tbe death of his father; 
and, as he has ooaataatly aided with the first 
lord of the Treasury for the time being, be 
has contieiaed in quiet and undisturbec^ posses^ 
sion of it ever since. Indeed^ upon the ilril 
passing of Mr. Crewe's bill, he, for a short time, 
made an attempt at setting up a private interest of 
his own, independent of the Treasury ; in conse- 
quence of which, he actually returned Dick- 
enson, esq., to Parliament, (a gentleman in the 
interest of Lord North,) with the government can- 
didate. However, he was quickly given to un- 
derstand, that tbe Treasury were determined to 
have both the members of its own nomination, 
and that loss of places, &c., would be the imme- 
diate and certain consequence of disobedience. In 
a very short time after, he returned to his duty 
and allegiance, having previously stipulated, that 
in future he would return Treasury nominees only; 
but that they should make him some small dou- 
ceur or compliment ; far short, however, of the 
market price of a seat, the bulk of which is appro- 
priated to the commander in chief;* the portion 
set apart for the subalterns and understrappers of 
tbe corporation being but trifling and inconsider- 
able. 

In consequence of the slaughter which took 
place at the battle of Evesham, in the time of 

* This was Dercr done till Mr. Crewels bill had somewhat les- 
seaedT the Treasury interest ; that the candidates before merely 
|Aid the ezpemes of the dection, which irere ftbout 190/. 

p F 2 
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Henry ill., this place, for that time, returned 
four members to Parliament, as did the rest of the 
Cinque Ports. It is probable that the Cinque- 
Ports were represented in the national council be- 
fore that period. Ever since 49 Edward III., this 
place has constantly returned two members to Par- 
liament without any intermission. 



SEAFORD. 

Seaford is a borough and parish in the hundred 
of Flexborough, Sussex, and containing \46 houses 
and 847 inhabitants. Its inhabitants are mostly 
employed in fishing, but of late years it has been 
much resorted to as a bathing-place. It possesses 
the privilege of a Cinque-Port. Fairs, ISth March 
and 35th July. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough was originally a member of the 
port of Hastings, and returned members to Parlia- 
ment in the 26th and 30th of Edward 1.; 1 6th and 
19th Edward II.; the 18th, 20th, and 21st of 
Richard II. ; and in the Ist of Henry IV., not as 
a port but as a borough; it ceased sending till it was 
restored anno 1640, l6th of Charles I., and added 
to the ports as a member of them. It was made a 
Port of itself by charter of 30th Henry VIII. Of 
the subsequent memoirs of its elections, we have 
met with the following: 

Petitions, &c. Feb. 4, 1640. Resolved, 
upon the question, ^^ That Seaford, a town in tl^ 
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county of Sussex, that to three several Parlia- 
ments, in former times, sent burgesses t6 Parlia« 
ment, (as appeared by the records produced at 
the Committee for Privileges) shall be restored to 
that its ancient privilege of sending bur&^esses to 
Parliament ; and that a warrant issue, under Mr. 
Speaker's hand, to the clerk of the crown in chan- 
cery, for a writ for the electing and returning of 
two burgesses to serve in this Parliament for the 
town of Seaford aforesaid. 

March 26, 1670. A petition of Robert Morley, 
esq., touching the election for this borough, was 
read . 

Resolved, &c., ^^ That it be committed to the 
Committee of Elections; and theyareto take it into 
consideration the second Tuesday after their recess. 

Nov. 3. Another petition of the said Mr. Mor- 
ley to the same effect. 

Feb. 10, 1671. Sir Job Charleton reported from 
the committee the state of the case and evidence, 
touching the election for this town, and the ques- 
tion thereupon arising; whether the right of elec- 
tion was in the bailiff, jurors, and freemen, only, 
or in the populacy ? and that the committee were 
of opinion that the bailiff, jurors, Hud freemen, had 
not only voices in the election, but that the elec- 
tion was in the populacy, and that Mr Morley 
was duly elected, whereto the House Hi^nt^d. 

March 9. A petition of John Am hurst, esq., 
complaining of an undue return ot >ir Nicholas 
Pelham by undue practices of John Mullet, bailiff 
of the said town. 

April S, 1671* Sergeant Charleton reported from 
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the Committee the slate of the case; and the evi- 
dence on both aides, in the matter touching the 
election of this town, between Sir Nicholas Pel- 
ham and Mr. Amhurst; and the only point in 
question before the committee being which of 
them had the majority of voices, the committee, 
npon examination of the matter, were of opinion, 
^ that Sir \irhotes Pelham had the majority of 
voices, ami that he was duly elected ;** whereto 
the House agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Edward Sel- 
wyn, esq., was read, complaining of an undue re* 
turn of Herbert Staples, esq., to serve m this pre- 
sent l^artmnieM for this port, in injury of the pe- 
titioner. 

Resolved : *• That it be referred to a Committee 
of Privileges and Elections to examine the matter, 
and report the same with therr opinion. — No re- 
port. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a bailiff, 12 jurats, (which are ge- 
nerally half or two- thirds kept vacant) and an in- 
definite number of freemen. 

RIGHT OF UKCTION. 

Feb. 10, 1670. Resolved: *' That tu^e only 
the Bailiff, Jurats, and Freeme*, havevoices inetec- 
tion, but that the election is in thepopolacy. 

Dec. 15, 176 1. That by the word populacy is 
meant inliabitant housekeepers paying scot and 
Pot. 

Dec. 10, 1671. To refuse the achmsmii of evi- 
dence, rn order to shew, thrif in the abere deter- 
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minations of the House, the words ^* bailiff, ju- 
ratSf and freemen/' mean *^ such bailiflb, jorats, 
and freemen only as are resident within the said 
town and jK^rt." 

March 19^ 1792. That the right of election is 
in the Inhabitant Housekeepers of the said town 
and port, paying scot and lot, and in them only. 

Feb. 19i 179^. Same resolution confirmed upon 
appeal. 

Number of voTERS-^about 190. 

Rbturking officbr — the Bailiff, who ought 
to be chosen by the tenants and inhabitants resi-* 
dent amd abiding, on Michaelmas-day in every 
year. 

PATRON^-^ohn Leacb, esq., and Charles Rose 
Ellis, esq. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The influence of this borough, or port, was ex- 
ercised for near two centuries by the family of the 
late Sir William Thomas, of West Dean, near this 
place, whose title became extinct for want of male 
heirs ; but his estate, together with the patronage 
of the boromgh, descended to the late Mr. Hari- 
son of Sutton-place, and fit>m him to the preieot 
Lailcelot Harison, esq. 

This gentleman, at the age of fourteen, was put 
into possession of the lucrative sinecure of cornp* 
troUer of cloth and petty customs in the port of 
London, which produces him a net salary of SOO/. 
per tummn; to this place was ai'terwards added 
that of supervisor of the riding officers, worth 1^0/. 
per annuwh and captain of the custom-house boat, 
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with an income of 130/. per annum more : all 
those places Mr. Harison was allowed to hold as 
sinecures. Not having ever been at sea, an addi- 
tional 60/. per annum was allowed for a deputy 
captain, or chief*mate of the boat; and as the only 
duty of the riding officers in this district was to 
support the interest of the patron at an election, 
the supervising of them did not require any great 
vigilance. 

From the year 1747 to the present time, the 
right of election has been the subject of continual 
litigation. In 167O the House determined it to 
be in the populacy, and in 1761 the word popu- 
lacy was explained to mean inhabitant house- 
keepers paying scot and lot. The use made of 
this explanation was to rate such of the house- 
keepers only as were revenue officers, or de- 
pendants on the will of the patron ; the number 
of ratPHble houses within the borough was one 
hundred and thirty-two, though not more than 
tweniv- four had ever been known to have been 
taxed previous to Mr. Flood's successful opposi- 
tion in 1786 ; out of this number seventeen were 
revenue officers when Mr. Crewe's disqualifying 
bill was passed in 17B2. 

The first petition which is deserving of the at- 
tention of our readers was occasioned by the in- 
terference of ihe late Duke of Newcastle, at the 
election in 17*7, when the Right Hon. Wil- 
«liam Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatham, and Wil- 
liam Hay, esq., were candidates on the ministerial 
interest of that day, and the Earl of Middlesex, 
uncle to the late Duke of Dorset, and the Hon. 
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W. H. Gage, afterwards Lord Viscount Gage, 
opposed them on the opposition, or what was 
then termed the Prince of Wales's interest. The 
petition set forth, that at the last election of barons 
to serve in this present Parliament for the town 
and port of Seaford, in the county of Sussex, the 
petitioners, together with the Right Hon. William 
Pitt and William Hay, esq., were candidates. 
That on the day before the said election, a noble 
peer of this realm did invite to, and entertain at 
his house, most of the voters of the said town and 
port ; and in the room where they were assembled 
spake to them one by one, and did solicit and in^ 
fluence them, with respect to giving their votes at 
the said election ; by means whereof several per- 
sons who had promised to vote, and would have 
voted for the petitioners, were prevailed upon by 
the said noble peer to vote for the said Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Hay : which proceeding the petitioners con* 
ceive is an high infringement of the liberties and 
privileges of the Commons of Great Britain. That 
on the day of election, in order to awe and influ- 
ence the voters in favour of the sitting members, 
and deter them from voting for the petitioners, the 
said noble peer came into the court, accompanie4 
by other peers of the realm ; and being seated near 
to the returning officer, did continue there until 
the poll was closed ; notwithstanding the presence 
of him and the said other peers was objected to 
by one of the petitioners, and the returning officer 
applied to by him not to take the poll while the 
peers remained present in the court. In all which 
the said petitioners thought tbemselves fully justi- 
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fied, as tbey a|iprebeDded their presence obstructed 
the freedom of the election, and from the several 
declared resolutions, of the Hotise of ConiDOM, 
was a violation of the rights and privileges of the 
Commons of Great Britain; and that by th^se and 
other illegal practices the petitioders lost a great 
number of votes which would otherwise have been 
given for the petitioners; and tbeiefore prajing 
the House to take the premises intaconsideratioo, 
and to graart the petitioners such relief as to the 
House shall seem meet. Tbe House OMved, TImI 
the resolutifKi of the t6tb daif of this instamt No* 
vember, That i I is as high< infringeoient of tbe U-\ 
berties and privileges of tbe CommoaS' of Gteat 
Britadn for aajr lord of Parlrament, or any loid- 
lieu tenant of any county, to concern themselves 
in election of members to serve for the Commons 
in PanrKanent, might be read : and the seme was 
read accordingly. A motion was oMde, and tbe 
question being put, That the matter of tbe said 
petition be heard at the bar of this House: upon 
wkich a debate arose. In tbis debate, Mr. Pitt, 
cme of the sitting members, treated the petition 
with great contempt, amd turned it into a mere 
jest. 

On this occasion, Mr. Potter (son of thd arch- 
bishop,) spoke as follows : <' Mr. Speaker, I rise 
up to do myself justice : for, as I look upon tbe 
matter contained in this petition to be one of tbe 
utmost importance to the honour of the House, 
and even to the existence of Parliament : and as, to 
^ ▼^fy great amazement, I see tbis question 
treated with the greatest contempt and ridicule by 
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an honourable gentleman, whose weight may, per- 
haps, persuade a majority to be of his opinion, I 
think I owe it to myself to declare my sentiments 
on this great occasion by something more than the 
▼ote which I shall give. I hope, Sh*, things are 
not yet come to such a pas^, as lo make it neces* 
sftiy for any man to go about to prove thcit the 
constitution is destroyed whenever the House 
sbaU lose its independency.^ After alt the noble 
struggles made in the House by great patriots^ 
after a41 the laws passed by the legislature to pre* 
serve that independea^y, I should hope, that out 
of decency, as welt as out of regard to truth, i 
may he aUowed to urgue upon that as upon aft in- 
dubitable nMxrm. The vepresentatives of the 
peofDde, whf»n they are chosen^ to that ofllce, bsit« 
been said to be independent even* on their consti-* 
tiients; how necessary then is it, Sir, fer this 
Ho^ise to lake caiie that there be no other improper 
or eofrupt dependency? But, Sir, if the m-inisters 
are tx) be allioiwed to nominate to tbe burghs the 
persons who shaJl be their represent-aCives^ how* are 
we to e>ipe€t an independent Parliament? TbaC 
miwiaters any endeavour to subvert this indepen-^ 
deocy, that they may thinik it eve» necessary t» 
their own secuirity to corrupt ParKameni, we have 
too much reason lo* knew. But, Sir, whatever 
pains fbraier nviiiislen may Inve t»ken fer tMs 
piujpose, wbac undue nsefhodS' soever they nay 
have used tK> gain for tbeiMetves a corrupt mtgo^ 
f ity in this House, I believe history is net able to 
produce an instWBce eqoeC to* the preseirf^ of • mm 
and great statesman ttkiog upon himself tbe ho- 
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nourablc employment of being an agent at a burgh. 
It was not enough to signify his commands by his 
underlings ; it was not enough to solicit votes in 
his own person : the voters, it seems, could not be: 
trusted out of his presence, and therefore they 
were to be attended even to the poll. But, Sir, 
this great humility and condescension in a minis- 
ter would, in former times, have been construed 
a most notorious invasion of th^ rights of 
the people, and of the privileges of this House. 
And, Sir^ what will the people say to us? Or 
what will they think of our independency, if 
we are not as jealous of their rights, and as tena- 
cious of our own privileges, as any of our prede- 
cessors have been ? What will they think. Sir, if 
after seeing one Parliament dissolved in a new, 
unprecedented, I had almost said an unconstitu- 
tional manner, they shall be told, that the minis- 
ters have been nominating their representatives in 
the next, even without the ceremony of a congS 
d'ilire? But, Sir, still farther — What will they 
think, it they shall be told that this proceeding of 
the minister has been laid before the House of 
Commons, and that the House of Commons will 
not, or dare not, censure him ? There have been 
times when no man was thought too great to be 
accountable to this House for this conduct; and I 
could give an instance, even in my own memory, 
of a great and able statesman, whose long admi- 
nistration was an honour and a benefit to his coun- 
try, and whose conduct this House thought fit to 
enquire into by the most severe scrutiny. 

'' When I first heard the petition read at your 
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table, I could hardly believe it possible that the 
allegations it contained were founded upon truth. 
I expected to have heard the friends of the noble 
person who is the object of it boldly denying the 
charge, and calling loudly upon the accusers to • 
justify it; I was determined not to believe it, 
unless supported by the strongest proof. But, Sir, 
how great was my amazement, when I heard an 
honourable gentleman, (W. Pitt, esq. ») who was\ 
privy to the whole transaction, not only admitting 
every fact alledged to be true, but openly avowing 
and attempting to justify them ? In what light they 
may appear to him, Sir, he can best tell you ; but 
to me it seems most manifest, that as the conduct 
complained of was the greatest injury that could 
be done to our privileges, the attempt to justify it 
is the greatest insult upon our understanding. In 
what other light,Sir,can it appear to us, than as the 
last and utmost effort of one who was determined, 
at any rate, to procure a majority in this House of 
persons attached to himself, his own creatures, 
the tools of his power ? I wish to God, Sir, no- 
thing may happen to-day to give the people room 
to suspect that he has been too successful. What 
more could he have done? Or what greater insult 
is it possible for him to offer, unless he should 
come even within the walls of this House to direct 
our determinations ? After what he has done— I 
should not wonder, Sir, if he did not come and take 
that chair, and tell you, as we were told formerly, 
that your mace was a bauble, and that you should 
keep it only while you please him. Your mace, 
Sir, is a bauble, and so is every other ensign of 
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authority, unless you can preserve your indepen« 
dency. A dependence upon the crown. Sir, would 
in the end prove fatal to our liberties ; but a de- 
pendence upon the minister, as it is infinitely mote 
dishonourable, is infinitely naore dangerous. One 
might suppose, Sir, some security to a people firooi 
the honour of a crowned head, and from the solid 
compacts that are made between the people and 
their sovereign. I know of no compacts that are 
or can be made between a minister'and tbe people. 
I can suppose too. Sir, that in some future time a 
minister may arise profligate enough to carry his 
views so high, as to attempt to make both kiog 
and people subservient to his own ambition. I 
can imagine such a one, Sir, taking advantage of 
some general calamity, or time of general conin* 
sion, by a corrupt parliamentary influence op* 
pressing even the kii^ upon his throne, and 
making the crowned head a prisoner in his closet. 
I can imagine him. Sir, so blown up with folly 
and self-conceit, as to become a competitor even 
with those who shall be of royal blood, for posts 
of dignity or titles of honour; and he may, Sir, 
(it is hardly possible indeed,) but he may even 
prostitute the name of the crown to support his 
pretensions. This, Sir, I say, is a picture which 
I can draw in my own mind of the miserable situ- 
ation of this country, if ever the Parliament should 
become dependent on a minister. But as tbb can 
never happen but in some time of general infieitua* 
tion, or general corruption, the wisdom and virtue 
of the present age secure us from seeing it 
Otherwise than in imagination; but, Sir, whatever 
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I 866, or whatever I feel, God forbid that by an 
act or vote of mine I should make the way easy 
for such miseries to overwhelm any foture g^ene- 
ratioo. The honourable gentleman was pleased to 
say that this was a new case, and that there was 
no precedent upon our Journals to guide our pro* 
eeedings ; but let it be remembered that this can 
never be the case again, since the vote of to-day 
will remain upon our books an eternal precedent 
to posterity, and a law to this House for the fu- 
ture. For God's sake then. Sir, let us consider a 
little what sort of a law we are going to make; let 
us remember, that if the present transaction passes 
uncensured, and is declared free from guilt, we may 
hereafter see every peer of Parliament, every secre- 
tary and other officer of state, every chancellor of 
the exchequer, with his treasury bags under hfs 
arm, attending and soliciting elections ; and when 
they shall be called upon in this House to justify 
their proceedings, they shall tell you they have 
done nothing but what they had a right to do, and 
that such was the opinion of this wise, this inde- 
pendent, this freely elected Parliament. Sir, I am 
not one of those persons who will ever be for ex-* 
tending the privileges of this House to any ridi- 
culous or romantic degree : if I conid but per-* 
saade myself that there was the least room to 
^ubt upon this occasion, I should think that hu* 
OMmity obl^ed me to put the mildest construc- 
tion. But really. Sir, 1 think the insult offered 
to the House is of so ilagrant a nature, I think the 
precedent must prove so dtmgerous to the honour 
and independency of Pwrlicnnent, I think the con- 
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sequence must be so destructive to the constitu- 
tion, as to deserve and demand the severest ani- 
madversion. The honourable gentleman was 
pleased to ask, What is the object of the petition? 
Sir, 1 will tell him what the object is ; it is the 
security, the freedom of Parliaments, and protecting 
the privileges of the Commons of Great Britain. 
Surely, Sir, from this House the Commons of 
Great Britain have a right to expect justice. Their 
most valuable privileges have been trampled upon 
jBLud insulted, and they come now by this petition 
to demand justice : — Justice, Sir,, they willreceive, 
and I hope now. But of one thing I am sure, 
that sooner or later they will have it.'' (The pe- 
tition was dismissed by S47 against 96.)* 

The next contest of importance was in 1761, 
when Sir James Peachey, hart., and Lord Viscount 
' Gage (the latter having changed his party since 
the last election,) were supported by the Duke of 
Newcastle and the ministerial interest, and Geonre 
Medley, esq., and William Evelyn, esq., opposed 
them. At this election the distinction oi populacy 
and tax-payers^ which has since been the subject 
of so much expense and litigation, first took place. 
Under the denomination of ** populacy,** every 
man who had a legal parochial settlement, and re- 
sided within the parish, claimed, as in pot-wal- 
loping boroughs, the right of voting; and having 
exercised it upon all former occasions, they were 
deemed the legal constituent body. 
A majority of the " populacy*' were in the inte- 



* Aim. Deb. Com. Ill, 77. 
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rest of Medley and Evelyn, and precluded every 
chance of success from their opponents on their 
suffrages. The subterfuge of setting up a distinct 
right was therefore resorted to by the ministerial 
candidates, as the only method by which they 
might, with the assistance of the House of Com- 
mons, found any hopes of succeeding. 

The returning officer, Mr. Chambers, father of 
the person who filled that station at the general 
election in 1790, being in the ministerial inte- 
rest, and the tax -payers, by a rate, fabricated for 
the purpose, devoted to the same party, every 
elector, whose name was not upon the rate, wa^ 
rejected when he tendered his vote. A majority 
being obtained by these means for Peachy and 
Gage, they were returned to Parliament, and Mr, 
Medley and Mr. Evelyn were left to seek their 
redress by petitioning the House. 

Upon the hearing of this petition, the House of 
Commons, who were precluded by the 2d of 
George H. from altering the right of election, 
contented themselves with explaining it away^ by 
resolving, that by the word *' populacy" in the last 
resolution of the House of Commons, was meant 
inhabitant housekeepers paying scot and lot, and 
that Sir James Peachy and Lord Viscount Gage 
were duly elected. 

From this period until the year 1786, the prac- 
tice of taxing only the revenue officers, and four 
or five other individuals, who were sure to obey 
the word of command, prevailed, to the exclusion 
of all the other inhabitants. Petitions against this 
arbitrary exclusion were presented in 1774 by 

PART II. VOL. III. G o 
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Messrs. Sayre and Chetwoode, and in 1780 by Mf« 
Molesworth, but were not attended with suc- 
cess. The committees of the House of ComnHHis 
not choosing to admit the rateability of men, whom 
the Seaford magistrates in their justice had deemed 
ineligible. 

In 1774, the Right Honourable Thomas Pel- 
bam, whose fSeither, Lord Pelham, owns the tythes 
and about half the landed property in the borough, 
attempted to revive the political interest of tbe 
family, which had been neglected ever since tbe 
death of the Duke of Newcastle ; and the Ho- 
nourable L. T. Watson became a candidate under 
Mr. Pelham's patronage. A Mr. Alves, who then 
resided in Har ley-street, had succeeded in con> 
pelling the overseers of the parish to add seven of 
tbe non-rated inhabitants to the poor-rate, became 
a candidate upon their suffrages ; and, by good 
management, brought overfreight out of the re- 
maining seventeen electors ^.o his interest. With 
this majority he must have succeeded, even against 
the united interests of the oppositional and mi- 
nisterial parties ; but as the talent of managing 
was not confined to Mr. Alves, and the attach- 
ment of this description of electore being neither 
to the person nor principles of their candidates, 
means were soon resorted to of detaching onebalf 
of Mr. Alves's confederated club from his interest, 
and uniting them with the staunch friends of go- 
vernment. A junction then became necessary 
between the remaining supporters of Mr. Alves's 
cause and the interest of Mr. Pelham; but the be- 
witching allurements of Treasury temptation was 
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codtinually assailing this little party, and, by thef 
day of election, reduced them to nearly one half 
of their original number. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis was at this time the can- 
didate on the ministerial interest, and had obtained 
the promises of a majority of these virtuous elec- 
tors, the whole number being at this time only 
iwenty^fouT ; and, in endeavouring to prevent any 
prejudice whrch his education in the presbyterian 
principles might create in the minds of his ortho- 
dox constituents, embraced the opportunity, which 
a saint's day presented, of attending episcopal wor- 
ship ; but as Satan is never so alert in his mis- 
chievous propensities, as when an opportunity 
presents itself of resisting the purposes of the 
righteous, he so managed it, as to improve this 
unlucky moment of confounding alt the parlia- 
mentary schemes of the convivial alderman ; for, 
before he had finished his devotions, a new candi- 
date was introduced,^ nnder the recommendation of 
the celebrated John Robinson, who had formerly 
represented this borough, when every elector in 
Mr. Curtis's interest received absolution from his 
first engagement, and embraced the more power- 
ful patronage of a greater favourite. 

Several other candidates appeared at this elec- 
tion with ministerial recommendation ; but Lord 
Neville and Sir Peter Parker, having the confi- 
dence of those in the secret, we forbear to mention 
the names of gentlemen, whose chagrin must have 
been severely irritated, at finding themselves the 
dupes of ministerial intrigue and duplicity. 

G G S 
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At the election, which came on in March, 1784, 
the numbers on the poll were : 

For the ministerial candidates — Lord Neville 12 
—Sir Peter Parker 12. 

For the opposition candidates — Hon. L. T. 
Watson 11 — Thomas Alves, esq. 11. 

One elector did not vote, who, it has since been 
discovered, was in the ministerial interest ; but 
having a majority without him, he was kept back, 
that he might not avow his principles to the op* 
posite party, into whose meetings he had always 
been admitted as a friend. 

An informality was observed in this election, 
which, being of importance to future contests, we 
must not omit to mention. The 7th and 8th of 
William III., ch. 25., enacts, that the returning 
officer, after the receipt of the precept from the 
sheriff, or the proper officer authorised to issue 
the same, shall proceed to the election within eight 
days after receipt of the precept, giving /our days 
notice thereof.* 

The bailiff of Seaford proceeded to the election 
on ihe fourth day after proclamation, and it being 
considered that the letter of the act was not com- 
plied with, only three days having intervened 
since the proclamation, a petition of two of the 
electors who voted for Mr. Watson was presented 
to the House, complaining of this irregularity; 
which being heard before a committee, in the 



* This act does not include county elections. I'he time for 
making proclamation, holding coanty courts for election, &r., is 
regulated by the 25lh of George III., ch. 24., s. 4. 
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month of March, 1785, it was determined that 
the said election was void. 

Lord Neville, who had been returned with Sir 
Peter Parker, had also been elected for the county 
of Monmouth. This circumstance made a vacancy 
for the borough of Seaford certain, before the event 
of the above petition was known ; to supply 
which, no less than six and twenty candidates 
offered themselves, between the time of the elec- 
tion, in March, 1784, and the hearing of the peti- 
tion in March, 1785. The number of electors 
being at that time only twenty-four^ it could not 
supply a single vote to each of these gentlemen, 
if they had persevered in the contest to the end of 
the poll. 

One of these candidates was the late Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Flood, who was introduced to the 
borough by the author of this work, not with a 
view of obtaining his seat by the suffrages of the 
twenty-four existing voters, who were to a man 
engaged in the interest of Mr. Pelham, or that of 
administration, though it appeared that a decided 
majority of them was to be obtained on what they 
called honourable terms^ but on the right of twice 
that number of inhabitant housekeepers, whose 
names had been omitted in the poor rate for near 
thirty years, on purpose to preclude them from the 
exercise of their franchises. 

Amongst these persons, whom the overseers of 
the poor had placed in the legal description of 
paupers, by charitably disburtbening them of their 
taxes, were the vicar of the parish, and fourteen 
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county freeholders, besides others, who could af- 
ford, and actually had, at the time, lent money to 
some of the parish officers, and even to one of the 
magistrates who allowed the rates. 

These non-rated inhabitants commenced their 
claim to redress, by appealing to the quarter^ses- 
sioDs of the borough, on the ground of being ex- 
cluded to answer election purposes. Upon bearing 
this appeal, it appeared not to have been lodged, 
at the sessions next ensuing the making of the 
rate, as the law directs, and the magistrates availed 
themselves of that pretence to dismiss it. 

The overseers took care to prevent a second 
appeal on this complamt, by inaintaining the poor 
themselves^ and making no rate^ till the election, 
which was suspended for a year by the petition 
then before the House of Commons, was disposed 

Pf- 

Sir Godfrey Webster had declared himself a 
candidate on the interest of Mr. Pelham, for the 
vacancy occasioned by Lord Neville making his 
election for Monmouthshire ; and Lord Mount- 
morres, in opposition, had been recommended by 
the Treasury. 

The petition being heard, and the election de- 
clared void, in March, 1785, there became two 
vacancies ; in consequence of which, Sir Godfrey 
Webster united his interest with Mr. Alves, as the 
Honourable Mr, Watson had done at the former 
election; Sir Peter Parker and Lord Mountmorres 
appeared under the Treasury influence, and Sir 
Laurence Parsons^ bart., now Earl of Rosse, 
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10 Ireland, became a candidate on the suffrages of 
the non-rated houselceepers, in conjunction with 
Mr. Flood. 

The day preceding the election, a third Treasury 
candidate appeared in the person of Sir John Hen- 
derson, and exhibited similar official recommenda- 
tions to those already produced by Sir Peter Parker 
and Lord Mountmorres. The government voters, 
who had all engaged to support the two Itist, were 
at first a little staggered how to act under these 
contradictory orders; but receiving the instruc- 
tions from a proper person, they dismissed Lord 
Mountmorres with as little ceremony as they had, 
upon a former occasion, done Mr. Alderman Cur- 
tis, under similar circumstances. His lordship, 
however, did not acquiesce in this treatment with 
quite so much indifference and condescension ; a 
very serious meeting had nearly taken place be- 
tween him and Sir John Henderson, and which 
was only prevented by the intervention of friends, 
who suggested the propriety of an interview with 
a person high in office, that they might know to 
whom the blame was imputable. 

This meeting actually took place in a few days 
after, which we since understood terminated so 
little to the satisfaction of the noble viscount, that 
he took the first opportunity, in a dignified place 
in a neighbouring kingdom, to make some strong 
comments in his speech, on the impropriety of a 
minister's not paying the most scrupulous atten- 
tion to the observance of his word. We do not 
recollect that he pledged himself ^^ as a nian, and 
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as a minister ;" but it appears that bis lordship 
considered the obligation as equally binding. 

On the day of election, seven candidates ap- 
peared on the hustings, (if the miserable place in 
which the public business of the borough is trans- 
acted may be understood by that name,) but Lord 
Mountmorres finding himself deserted by every 
voter who had promised him, and by the men who 
had received him with cordiality* and announced 
him to the electors as the government candidate, 
in a speech of manly indignation, declined any 
further connection with this consistent body of 
electors. 

At the close of the poll the numbers were: 

For the Right Hon. Henry Flood 28 — Sir Lau- 
rence Parsons 94 — Sir Godfrey Webster 19 — 
Thomas Alves, esq. 18 — Sir Peter Parker 16 — 
Sir John Henderson 14. 

The returning officer, however, thought proper 
to reject every vote for Flood and Parsons ; eight 
of Sir Godfrey Webster's; seven of Mr. Alves's ; 
two of Sir Peter Parker's ; and then made a return 
of the Treasury candidates. 

At this election the celebrated Mr. Harben 
made his first appearance in this borough in a po- 
litical character, having taken a lodging-house for 
forty days, to qualify himself for an occasional 
voter. Mr. Harrison, who, for the last thirty 
years had been considered as the government agent 
and patron, was still looked up to as preserving 
that situation. 

Four petitions were presented to Parliament 
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against the retiirq of Sir Peter Parker and Sir John 
Henderson ; one by Messrs. Flood and Parsons ; 
a second by certain electors in their interest ; a 
third by Messrs. Webster and A Ives ; and a fourth 
by other electors who had voted for these gentle- 
men. 

These petitions were tried by a committee of 
the House of Commons, in February, 1786, when, 
after a full investigation of the claims of those 
who voted for Flood and Parsons, the committee 
determined not to admit evidence to invalidate the 
resolution of 1761, by which the word populacy 
was explained to mean inhabitant housekeepers, 
paying scot and lot. The counsel then endea- 
voured to prove that these persons were rateable 
housekeepers, within the meaning of the last reso- 
lution of 1761 ; but their appeal to the Seaford 
sessions not having been made within the time 
directed by law, the committee also resolved not 
to admit evidence to prove that fact. 

The petition of these gentlemen being thus dis- 
posed of, the committee proceeded upon that of Sir 
Godfrey Webster and Mr. Alves, who objected to 
three of the votes for the sitting members, amongst 
whom was Mr. Harben, who voted for a lodging- 
house, upon a pretended residence of forty days. 
The whole three being deemed bad, the numbers 
for both parties became equal. Some strong evi- 
dence of bribery was opened, which^ for reasons 
the author is unacquainted with, was not pro- 
ceeded upon. The committee, therefore, upon 
the equality of numbers, declared this second elec- 
tion void. 
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Mr. A Ives by this time had received a complete 
surfeit of the Seaford contest ; and the voters in 
the interest of Mr. Flood, haying had a second 
opportunity of appealing to tne Seaford scissions 
against the poor rate, a new one being made the 
instant the last election was concluded ; the over- 
seers, not expecting that the petitions against it 
would occasion a second void election, the non- 
rated inhabitants were now in a situation to prove 
their rateahility before a committee of the House 
of Commons, when nineteen of that description 
being in a state of opulence much superior to the 
majority of the tax payers, Mr. Flood's success 
was placed beyond the possibility of doubt. 

Mr. A Ives having declined any pretensions to 
future support, all his little party, except one, 
were prevailed an to join the Treasury junto ; but 
a junction having been formed between Mr. Pel- 
ham's interest and that of Mr. Flood, they became 
a majority of just two to one against all the forces 
the Treasury could muster. 

At the third election the numbers on the poll 
were: 

For the Right Hon. Henry Flood 39 — Sir God- 
frey Webster, hart. 39 — Sir Peter Parker, hart. 16 
— Sir John Henderson, bart. 16. 

The returning officer again struck off all such 
votes as did not appear on the poor rate, though 
that rate had been rejected by the committee as a 
corrupt one; and, admitting the whole sixteen 
votes for Parker and Henderson, and only half that 
number for Flood and Webster, made his return to ' 
Parliament accordingly. 
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These proceediogs were too flagrant to meet the 
eye of a committee of the House of Commons ; 
for, however desperate the imbecility and igno- 
rance of a routed party of borough -mongers might 
make them, the character of Sir Peter Parker and 
Sir John Henderson were not to be sported with, 
to gratify the chagrin of such persons. A petition 
of Mr. Flood and Sir Godfrey Webster was pre- 
sented to the House, and, when the day of hearing 
arrived, the counsel for the sitting members in- 
formed the committee that their clients, being sen- 
sible that the petitioners had a majority of legal 
votes, ihey would give them no further trouble. 
The committee reported to the House the same 
day, March 1::^, 1786, " That the Right Hon. 
Henry Flood and Sir Godfrey Webster, bart., were 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned.*' 

Thus was the cause of independence, in this 
little borough, triumphant over the most unpre- 
cedented oppression, and in opposition to the in- 
fluence of the Treasury, to a family junto of bo- 
rough magistrates or jurats, and to the united ex- 
ertion of seventeen sinecure placemen, pensioned 
on purpose to support the cause of injustice. 

The system of politics in this place now took an 
entire change ; the whole of Mr. Flood's friends, 
together with the other inhabitants, who had taken 
no part in the election, were put upon the poor 
rates, and Mr. Harison, who had for thirty years 
enjoyed the confidence of government, and been 
the acknowledged patron of the borough, from the 
ill success that attended his late management, or 
from a determination to introduce a manager of 
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less scruple into the dashing concerns of the party, 
was treated with coolness by the Treasury ; but 
as he still retained the absolute command of the 
corporation, which consisted of a bailiff, three ju- 
rats, and seventeen freemen, matters were not yet 
quite ripe for openly insulting and dismissing him. 

Mr. Harben, the hero of these political myr- 
midons, had therefore time to inveigle himself 
into the con6dence of Mr. Harison, and by an offer, 
apparently liberal, of undertaking to be at the ez^ 
pense of reinstating Mr. Harison's influence, upon 
being permitted to share with him in the advan- 
tages attached to it, he obtained the puTcViuse of 
several acres of land within the borough, from Mr. 
Harison's estate, on which he soon erected a 
stately house ; and, having once got an establish- 
ment within the limits of its privileges, his next 
advance was upon the corporation. 

This body consisted mostly of revenue officers, 
whose places were all sinecures, and were originally 
created here, as in the other Cinque-Ports, for the 
establishment of a government interest. Each in- 
dividual owed his place to the recommendation of 
Mr. Harison ; and it was at first apprehended, 
that the moral tie of gratitude might make such an 
impression upon the minds of some of them, as to 
create a difficulty in the attempt, of not only de- 
taching them from the interest of their benefactor, 
but in inducing them, at the same time, to sup- 
port that of his avowed opponent ; for, whenever 
the experiment was made, the mask of friendship 
must be taken off. 
Treasury mandates were however obtained, and 
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the freemen were sounded one by one. On th^ 
Michaelmas day following the late election de-^ 
feat, this master-piece of political craft was to be 
played off. 

It commenced with electing a creature of Ha- 
' rison's, but who was now privately in the interest 
of Harben, into the office of bailiff, and then the 
cloven foot appeared in Mr. Harben's being pro- 
posed to be elected a freeman. Mr. Harison, who 
was present^ fired with indignation at the plot 
which was unfolding itself, intreated the freemen^ 
as they valued their own interest,* and if they felt 
a spark of attachment to him for the places they 
held, or the patronage he had ever afforded them, 
not to suffer this attempt to succeed against his 
political existence, and their security. The free- 
men, however, heard this harangue with stoic apa- 
thy, and, when the question was put, to a man 
voted against their benefactor!!! 

We have been particular in our relation of these 
circumstances of political perfidy, in order to dis- 
play the pernicious consequences which the pre- 
sent system of borough representation must have 
upon the morals of the parties interested ; not 
doubting but it will be an argument of much 
weight with the established clergy, whose zeal in 
the cause of virtue and good government will 
exert itself with redoubled vigour, to obtain that 
reform in the representation of the people, which 
is so immediately connected with the cause of 
religion and morality. 

* The only appeal to their feelings which seemed to make 
^ny impression. 
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Mr. Harbeo having now erected a country-seat 
in the borough, and obtained another in the cor- 
poration, felt his importance sufficiently esta* 
blished to commence open hostilities with Hanson. 
The first act of his reign, for he now became the 
avowed and ostensible agent of government, was 
to procure Mr. Harison's dismissal from the sine- 
cure places of supervisor of the riding officers and 
captain of the custom-house boat, worth together 
S70/. per annum; the first of which he disposed 
of to Thomas Chambers, the late returning officer, 
and the other he kept open for the most hungry of 
the opposite party. To bite at Mr. Hanson^ s other 
sinecure, of comptroller of cloth and petty customs 
in the port of London, being a patent place 
for life, was out of the reach of Mr. Harben's 
grasp. 

Mr. Harben was not all this while negligent of 
his own interest, having procured the excise of 
the eastern part of the county to be paid into his 
hands, in its passage to the treasury, (an object of 
no little importance to a country banker), and ob- 
tained the place of receiver general of the stamp du- 
ties for Sussex, worth 600/. per annum for his 
eldest sod; his next care was to procure the office 
of warehouse-keeper of the stamp office in Lon- 
don, with a salary of 900/. per annum for his se- 
cond son, which he was allowed to hold as a sine- 
cure, and to continue his residence at Lewes. 

From this period to the present, this insignifi- 
cant little place has exhibited the most disgusting 
scene of profligacy, in all its shades of deformity. 
Mr. Harison had the merit of managing the govc^- 
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ment influence^ in its political concerDS, without 
persecution ; but from this moment scarce a ses- 
sions, assize, or term passed, without indictments 
for assaults, informations against pretended riots, 
in which the prosecutors were always sure to have 
been the aggressors ; indictments for perjury, rob- 
bery, and every crime which malicious ingenuity 
could give a colourable pretence of instigating* 
The expense and ruin brought on individuals by 
these means are inconceivable, independent of the 
disgrace and misery that the most innocent must 
suffer, from the infamy of such proceedings. 

In opposition to the Treasury influence, and to 
these measures of iniquity, Mr. James Hurdis, a 
gentleman of independent fortune, incorruptible 
integrity, and possessing a mind pregnant with the 
most amiable qualities, at his own private ex« 
pense, not only opposed the torrent of corruption, 
which, like a whirlwind, was swallowing every 
thing in its vortex, but, with a benevolence corre- 
sponding^ with his superior virtues, became the ad- 
vocate of the oppressed, and in the language of the 
inimitable Gray, 

*' The little tyrant of his fields withstood." 

To this village Hamden, the author, with grate- 
ful pride, acknowledges his obligations ; to his hu- 
manity whole families owe their existence ; to his 
liberality the impoverished victim of tyranny 
owes his rescue from the jaws of a prison ; but in 
his praise the highest panegyric would exhaust it- 
self in vain, for he has a sensibility which is its own 
reward. 

Every gentleman of the borough, except the 
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three peDsioned jurats supported Mr. Hurdis, 
who vainly imagined that it was possible to 
preserve such a handful of voters from the 
influence of venality ; scarce a week however 
passed, without some one being detached from 
amongst the inferior part of their interest. The 
mode of corrupting these people was, by advancing 
each individual a sum of money (not less than 
50/.) upon bond ; of whom, while they continued 
obsequious to their dictator, neither principal nor 
interest was demanded; but the moment any one of 
those unfortunate men presumed to exercise a will 
of his own, the bond was exacted wilVi unexam- 
pled rigour. Another engine of undue influence 
is, the number of custom-house and sinecure 
places, in the gift of the patron of this borough. 

Our readers will naturally be led to imagine, 
from the number of tide-waiters, boatmen, &c., 
who reside here, that there must be a harbour 
commodious for shipping ; that the imports and 
exports must be great, and the revenues arising 
from them to Government proportionable thereto; 
but so far is this from being the real situation of 
the place, that the only business done here 
throughout the whole year, is the discharging of 
one solitary cargo of coals. Newhaven, which is 
a considerable port, where much business is done, 
with a third part of the number of officers, is only 
four miles distant from hence ; a convincing proof 
that these vermin are suffered to feed on the earn- 
ings of the laborious part of the public, only be- 
cause their influence may have some weight in the 
electon of the Treasury members. The patrona<^e 
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of the custoiU'bouse at Newhaven, on account of 
its vicinity, is added as an appendage to the trea* 
sury agent of this place. 

The revenue offices of Rotten Dean, East Dean, 
and the custom-house of East Bourne, are also 
supplied with placemen from amongst the electors 
of this place. 

Mr. Harben being still unable, with all his in- 
fluence, to ascertain a strength that would consti- 
tute a majority of the electors, had recourse to a 
new expedient, which was not only Contrary to 
the charter of the borough, but to its custom, prac- 
tice, and constitution : this was, to create nine^ 
teen non-resident freemen^ which Mr. Harben and 
his advisers were weak enough to believe, would 
invest them with the rights of election. A meeting 
of the corporation was accordingly convened, at an 
ale-house in the borough, when the following per- 
sons were admitted to their freedom : 

1. Hon. Charles Lenox, nephew to the Duke 
of Richmond. 

2. Robert Steele, esq., brother to the secretary 
of the Treasury. 

3. Walker Goldsmith, brother to one of the jurats. 

4. Henry Chambers, ditto. 

5. Nathaniel Pain, ditto. 

6. Henry Plaisted, brother in law to Harben. 

7. Harry Plaisted, cousin to Harben. 

8. James Harben, brother to ditto. 

9. Robert Rosam. 

10. Rev, William Gwynn, of Lewes. 

11. Rev. Arthur Iredel, a relation of Serjeant 
Kempe. 

PART II. VOL. III. H H 
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12. William Green, a magistrate at Lewes, and 
crier of the court of Ring's Bench. 

13. Charles Gilbert. 

14. Philip Mighill. 

15. John Coggan. 

16. James Brooke, brother in law to one of the 
jurats. 

17. Gabriel Burrows, father to the overseer. 

18. Richard Talmage, an itinerant carpenter. 

19. Richard Thatcher, brother in law to the 
town clerk. 

Soon after which were added the following : 

20. Right Hon. William Pitt! ! ! 
91. Duke of Richmond! ! ! 

22. John Young, a jack-ass driver. 

2S. William Chambers, brother to two of the 
jurats. 

The interest of Mr. Harben, with the assistance 
of so many non-resident freemen not being yet 
deemed secure, another expedient was resorted to. 
Twenty-six persons, most of whom were in the 
employment of Mr. Harben, as diggers of chalk, 
at eight shillings per week each, were brought 
into the borough on the eve of Christmas day, 
1789 ; when, a new poor rate being made the same 
evening, everyone of them were taxed for such 
houses as were occupied by widows, custom bouse 
officers who could not vote, or freemen whom 
they presumed had a right of suffrages by virtue 
of their freedom; and one was rated for the poor 
house of the parish. 

These twenty-six chalk diggers, together with 
the twenty-three non-resident freemen, making to- 
gether fifty surreptitious votes, amounted to more 
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than half of the whole number of legal electors in 
the borough; and if a returning oflBcer could be 
found to admit, persons of such descriptions to 
poll, little doubt could be now entertained of the 
Treasury party succeeding at the ensuing election, 
as far at least as obtaining the return. 

The dissolution of Parliament happened to take 
place seventeen days before the six months rest" 
denccy required by the statute of 26 George III.^ 
chap. 100, was completed ; in consequence of 
which the Treasury junto found themsilves in- 
volved in what appeared to be an insurmountable 
dilemma. The craft and contrivance of their ma- 
nagers, however, hit upon a scheme for extficating 
them. The returning officer was not compelled, 
by law, to proceed to election till the eighth day 
after proclamation, which happening to be Satur- 
day, an adjournment took place till Monday ; 
which manoeuvre carried them over to the tenth 
day, when it was agreed to dispose of the remain- 
ing seven in the following manner* 

The candidates to insist on the six oaths re- 
quired by statute,* to be administered to each 
voter, which would take up half an hour in repeat- 
ing by each individual. 

The candidates and the counsel to object to 
every voter, objectionable or not, and to make a 
speech of half an hour each on his ineligibility: 
which mode would occupy one hour and a half 
more upon each vote separately. 



* 1. Oath of allegiaoce. 2. Oath of supremacy. 3. Decla- 
ration of test* 4* Oath of abjaration. 5. Oath of reaideoca^ 
6. Bribery oath. 
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Under these obstacles^ it was deemed impossible 
to poll more than four votes each day, till the 
seven days wete ejtpired ; at which time the six 
and twenty chalk diggers might be brought for- 
watd, and polled, as hating completed their six 
months residence. 

This plaA was actually put in practice, and this 
ridiculous lind disgraceful iafce was absolutely 
played off for the Whole seven days. 

The sdefi6 exhibited candidates speaking against 
time, counsel pl^tlditig against law, cleigymen ab«> 
juring popery, and the immaculate electors of 
Seaford purging themselves of bribery and cor-» 
ruption. 

These seven days being at last got over by this 
inanagement, the six and twenty chalk diggers 
were brought forward on the eighth day, atid evefy 
one of whom were admitted to poll, and received as 
good voteSi by the conscientious retilfdifig officer. 

Fourteen of the voters in Mr. Pelham's interest 
were rejected ; nine housekeepers, who bad Jived 
several years in the borougl\ but whose political 
sentiments not corresponding with those of the pa- 
rish officers, they had not been assessed to the poor 
rate, though they had frequently appealed to the 
Seaford sessioils to be admitted to pay their taxes ; 
four for not having their names iharked in the 
poor book, as having paid the last rate, one of 
whom was a gentleman posse^sln^ at least a iOOO/. 
per annum property, and Wh6 had b^en a hause- 
keeper six and twenty years in the place ; and one 
for having moved out of an old resident iMd a 
new one since the making 6f the p6of att. 

The poll, thus favoured on one side, &fid scriiti- 
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m2ed on the other, appenred to contain the fol- 
lowing numbers : 

For^the ministerial eandidateft^^ohd Sargent, 
eiKj., 92— 'R. P. Joddrel, esq., 91. 

tor the opposition candidates— Sir Godfrey 
WAster +8— John Tarleton, esq., 48- 

A petition was presented to Parliament by Sir 
Godfrey Webster and Mr. Tarleton, immediately 
(m it^ meeting, complaining of the above return, 
and the gross partiality of the returning oflScer, &C., 
which did not come to a hearing till March, 179S ! 
wheti the twenty-four non-resident freemen, and 
the twenty-six chalk diggers, were all declared bad 
rotes, and ordered to be struck from ofif the poll, 
without subjecting the petitioners to the trouble of 
examining a single witness. 

The poll of Sargent and Joddrdl was now re- 
duced to forti/'two and forty^one^ and the peti- 
tioners proceeded to add nine to their own poll, 
who were housekeepers within the borough, and 
though not assessed to the poorrat6, had psid the 
church and king's taxes, and had appealed against 
all the poor rates which had been made for several 
years, in consequence of their names having been 
omitted. It appeared, however, that their last 
appeal, either by mistake or neglect^ had not been 
entered on the record of the sessions, the com- 
mittee refused to hear evidence to prove their ra* 
legibility. 

The counsel for the petitioners next attempted 
to estiablish the fbur votes who had been rejected 
for not paying to the last mt^, preceding the elec- 
tion to which they had bun assessed. The cotn- 
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mittee^ however, contrary to general expectatioo, 
refused to allow them,* 

The last attempt of the petitioners was, to es- 
tablish the vote of the man who had been rejected 
by the returning offiper, for having changed his 
' dwelling house between the time of making the 
rate and the election. In this they succeeded. 

The sitting members now opened their case, and 
objected to nineteen votes of the petitioners, upon 
grounds which appeared so very frivolous, that 
had complete evidence been brought up to esta- 
blish their validity the author is persuaded, that, 
not one of them could have been deemed ineligi- 
ble; however, upon summing up the evidence, the 
committee determined against seven of them, 
which put one of the sitting members upon aa 
equality with one of the petitioners, and lost Sir 
Godfrey Webster his seat. 

One of the electors having polled for Sargent 
andTarleton, and a second for Webster only, the 
latter was one of the votes disallowed by the com- 
mittee, which gave the majority of one to Sargent 
and Tarleton. 

The committee, therefore, reported to the House, 
on the 19th March, 1792, 

" That John Sargent, esq., one of the sitting 
members, and John Tarleton, esq., one of the pe- 
titioners, were duly elected.'* 

The committee, at the same time, reported spe- 
cially, 

** That the right of election for the port and 
borough of Seaford, in the county of Sussex, is in 

* Votes of a similar description were deemedl good in the 
Shaftesbury case in 1813. 
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the inhabitant housekeepers of the said town and 
port, paying scot and lot, and in them only.** 

By this last resolution, the corporation, consist-^ 
ing of a bailiff, jurats, and freemen, which Mr. 
Harben, with so much difficulty and expense, had 
attached to his interest, are entirely shut out from 
all election rights within the borough of Seaford, 
and the privilege is vested where the constitution 
originally placed it; in the inhabitant house- 
keepers, paying scot and lot. 

The corporation, to the author's own knowledge, 
made an offer of their services to Mr. Pelham, 
which that gentleman never honoured with an 
answer. 

Mr. Harben, after he had superseded Mr. Har- 
rison in the confidence of the Treasury, had the 
recommendation to places in the gift of govern- 
ment, to the amount of near two thousand pounds 
per annum. Amongst the persons most favoured 
are his own sons, and West, Martin, and Bur- 
rowes, the overseers, who were the framers of the 
poor rates which have been the subject of so much 
litigation, expense, and oppression. 

Mr. Pelham, who had hitherto been in oppo- 
sition, joined administration about the year 179S, 
and sold his houses in Seaford to Charles Rose 
Ellis, esq., of Esher Park, in the county of Surrey, 
who returned the members at the two succeeding 
general elections in 1796 and 1S03. 

Mr. Leach, the counsel, having taken up his re- 
sidence in Seaford, soon obtained the political in- 
terest of the borough, and the return of both mem- 
bers in the short Parliament of 1S06, and in the 
succeeding one of 1807> in opposition to Mr. Ellis. 
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Mr. Uarbeo having become a voluntary exile 
firom his native country, and dying abroad, bis son 
some time after sold his property in Seatord to the 
Hon. Mr. Bowes, brother to the Earl of Strath- 
more, who became a candidate to represent the 
borough at the last general election in 1819. 

Upon this occasion Mr. Ellis and Mr. Leach, 
who had been in opposition to each other, found 
it necessary to coalesce, and each to nominate a 
member. These gentlemen were both returned, 
ttid Mr. Bowes petitioned against them on a charge 
of bribery, which was positively sworn to have 
been committed by two voters of the name of 
Swasling, and Hastings. The committee how- 
ever determined Mr. Ellis and Mr. Leach to be 
duly elected. The Hon. Mr. Bowes about this 
time sold the property he had purchased of Har- 
ben to Mr. Pindar, first clerk in the house of Coxe 
and Greenwood, army agents, who is now contest- 
ing the influence with the present patrons. 

It is remarkable that Mr. Felham, since become 
Earl of Chichester, took all those who opposed 
his interest into favour, and Chambers, the jurat, 
who had been his most inveterate enemy, has ever 
since occupied one of the best farms upon his 
estate, while those who had supported him and 
put him in possession of the influence of the bo- 
rough have been totally neglected, and they have 
since formed the party that gave the controlling 
interest to Mr. Leach, which he has possessed for 
the last three Parliaments. 
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